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CATALOGUE OF COINS 

( continued) 




BASIL I the Macedonian 
24 September 867 - 29 August 886 
Formally from 26 May 866 

Colleagues: Constantine (November 867/February 868 - 3 September 879) 

Leo VI (from 6 January 870) 

Alexander (from September/November 879) 

Background and Chronology 

Basil's independent reign 1 began on 24 September 867, the morning of the murder 
of Michael III, when the Prefect of the City was charged with the delicate task of informing 
a startled public that Basil was now sole emperor. The dynasty which he founded endured 
for nearly two centuries. If Byzantine successes during this period owed much to the 
members of other great families—Romanus I Lecapenus, Nicephorus II Phocas, John I 
Zimisces—who linked themselves by marriage to the Macedonian house, Basil’s own 
achievements, especially in view of his background, cannot be overlooked. His usurpation 
was precipitated by a lively fear of being set aside through a whim of his capricious 
benefactor, but it coincided with the public interest, for a prolongation of Michael Ill’s 
reign could only have been disastrous for the Empire. Basil took his responsibilities 
seriously and proved in almost every respect an admirable sovereign. He died on 29 August 
886,® after a reign of nearly twenty years, as a result of a hunting accident. 

Basil’s three sons Constantine, Leo (VI), and Alexander were at various times 
associated with him on the throne, a fourth son, Stephen, being reserved for an 
ecclesiastical career. His relationship to them is important for an understanding of the 
coinage, and indeed for an understanding of much else in his reign, for, while he detested 
Leo, he was devoted to Constantine. He was rendered almost inconsolable by the latter’s 
early death, and, as Ostrogorsky has observed, passed the last years of his life in a state 
of deep mental depression. 

Basile Ier par son as Lion VI le Sage,” Byzanlion. 8 (1933). 501-33; V. Gnmicl, "Notes do chronologic 
byzantine: I. La date de naissancc de L«on VI le Sage,” Echos iVrient, 35 (1936). 331-3; A. Vogt. 
"La jeunesse de Lion VI le Sage," Revue historique, 174 (1934), 389-428; R. J. H. Jenkins, 
"The Chronological Accuracy of the ‘Logothete’ for the Years a.d. 867-913,” DOP. 19 (1965), 
89-112. 

* The day is given by the De ceremmiis, ii. 52 (Bonn ed., I. 780). 




Basil was married twice, first to a certain Maria and subsequently to the beautiful 
and attractive Eudocia Ingerina, mistress of Michael III. Constantine and Leo were 
born before his accession, while Michael was still alive; Alexander was born later, probably 
in 870. His parentage was therefore not in doubt, but it was widely believed that Leo 
was Eudocia’s son by Michael, a belief probably shared by Basil and Leo themselves. 
Constantine, who was his father’s favorite, is described by the chroniclers of the time as 
the son of Eudocia, but modern scholars, from Ducange onward, have usually taken the 
view that he must have been the offspring of Basil's first marriage. It may be doubted 
if this is correct. The only arguments in its favor consist of assumptions regarding the 
boy's age. Since he was old enough to accompany his father on a military expedition in 


Eudocia. But while the identity of a man s father, in the circumstances of the Byzantine 
court at that time, might well have been difficult to determine, the identity of his mother 
is not likely to have been in doubt. Further, even with the precedent of Martina and 
Heraclius Constantine, it seems unlikely that Constantine and Eudocia would have been 
shown side by side on one issue of Basil's solidi if Constantine had not actually been her 
son. The difference in Basil’s attitude to the two boys may have been in part due to the 
belief that Constantine was his own son and Leo was Michael's, though how he came to 
be satisfied on this point, whether by Constantine’s likeness to himself or in some other 
fashion, we cannot hope to determine. 

The dating of the various "reigns" of Basil's sons has for long been uncertain, but 
now seems in the main to have been satisfactorily settled. 

(1) Constantine was crowned emperor between 5 November 867 and 12 February 868, 
the limiting dates being established by the date formulae of the eighth and ninth sessions 
of the fourth Council of Constantinople, which were held two years later on these two 
days respectively. 3 There is no positive evidence for the ceremony having taken place at 
Epiphany (6 January), the date given by most modern authorities, though this would 
have provided a suitable occasion and was the date chosen subsequently for the coronation 
of Leo VI. The year 869, which is found in all modern works, is incorrect. Constantine 
died on 3 September 879. The terms of a papal letter of 16 August 879 and the emenda¬ 
tion of its address on its arrival at Constantinople show that his death occurred between 
August and November, 1 and the precise day is given by the Synaxarion of the Great 
Church. 5 


(2) Leo was associated emperor on 6 January 870, between the eighth and ninth 
sessions of the fourth Council of Constantinople. The precise date is noted by Anastasius, 
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who was present, in a scholion attached to his Latin version of the acts.* Leo was then 
a child of three, having been born on 19 September 866.’ 

(3) Alexander was born on 23 November, perhaps in 870,® and was crowned in 879, 
but the exact day is unknown. It was before mid-November, since the acclamations which 
closed the first session of the Photian Council of 879/80 are addressed to Basil, Leo, and 
Alexander. 9 It is usually assumed that it was later than 3 September, the date of Con¬ 
stantine’s death, since after this event the emperor, in doubt regarding Leo's parentage, 
might well have wished to associate Alexander as co-emperor and thus bestow a share 
in the succession on a person whom he was sure was his son. In favor of this are the 
imperial miniatures in the famous Paris manuscript of Gregory of Nazianzus (MS Gr. 510). 
These include one of Basil and another of Eudocia and her sons Leo and Alexander, 
qualified as Santd-rris and dSeAipos respectively, 10 but none of Constantine. Alexander, 
despite the absence of the title despotes, must by that time have already been made 

described only as "brother” is irrelevant—and the absence of Constantine is only explicable 
on the assumption that he was dead. Although one miniature is missing and it is clear that 
their present order is incorrect, 11 they cannot be rearranged in such a fashion as to make 
the Basil-Constantine-Eudocia sequence one would expect if Constantine were still 
alive. Also in favor of a date later than 3 September is the existence of semisses and 
tremisses in the names of Basil, Leo, and Alexander. Since these denominations were by 
now purely ceremonial in character, issued in very small numbers on special occasions, 
it is difficult to avoid the supposition that they were struck to celebrate Alexander’s 
coronation. Once again, since Constantine is not included, it can be taken as certain that 
he was dead. 









Against this view there are the divergent addresses of the Latin and Greek forms of 
the letter of 16 August 879 from Pope John VIII to Basil which has been already referred 
to. 12 The Latin version, in the form in which we have it, is addressed to the emperors 
Basil, Constantine, and Alexander; the Greek translation, made when it arrived in Con¬ 
stantinople in November, has instead Basil, Leo, and Alexander. The combination of 
emperors given in the Latin version is impossible, and a widely received explanation of 
the divergence is that it originally read Basil-Constantine-Leo-Alexander, but that 
Leo's name was accidentally dropped by the Latin copyist and Constantine's was deleted 
from the Greek translation because he was dead when the letter arrived. 13 It is equally 
possible, however, that the original was correctly addressed to Basil, Constantine, and 
Leo, but that a subsequent copyist, having heard of Constantine's death and Alexander's 
coronation, inadvertently substituted Alexander’s for Leo's name instead of for Con¬ 
stantine's. A dubious interpretation of a papal letter cannot outweigh the positive evidence 
of the coinage and the Paris miniature that Alexander was crowned after Constantine's 
death. 

Two other dates in the reign require discussion, since they are relevant to the coinage. 
One is that of the death of the Empress Eudocia. This occurred just after the marriage 
of Leo VI to his first wife, Theophano, in 882, for we are told that as a consequence the 
young empress had to take over the ceremonial duties at court which Eudocia had 
previously performed. 14 The second is that of Leo's imprisonment on the grave charge 
of having conspired against Basil. The sources describe this variously as having lasted 
three months or three years, but there can be no doubt that the latter is correct and that 
Leo's disgrace lasted from 883 to 886. 10 There is no reason to believe, however, that he 
was formally deprived of his imperial title. 

Coinage 

Basil’s coins, which are for the most part common, saw a number of innovations. 
The most important, occurring on the bulk of his gold, was the use of a seated figure of 
Christ as the obverse type, replacing the bust of Christ of the solidi of Michael III. It was, 
in one form or another, to provide the predominant obverse type of the solidus for the next 
half century and inspire the name by which these coins came to be known (senzala). u 
Another novelty was the standing figure of the emperor on his solidi of Class I, something 

11 MGH, Epist. harol. aevi, V. 167 (both texts). 

11 So W, Fischer, "Zu 'Leo und Alexander als Mitkaiser von Byzanz,'" BZ. 5 (1896), 137-9. 

11 Vila S. Thtophan., c. 11 (ed. E. Kurtz, "Zwei griechische Texte uber die HI. Theophano," 
Zapiski Imp. Akad. Nauh‘, 3. ii [St. Petersburg. 1898), 7). Vogt, "La jeunesse de L6on VI," 415-16, 

882^it is better placed inthis year ("The Chronological Accuracy of the 'Logothete.'" 101, note 46). 
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that had not been seen since the time of Justinian II. No less novel are the seated figures 
on two classes of folles. Two figures on a square-backed throne had last been used on the 
hexagrams of Heraclius, while a single figure on a lyre-backed throne had no precedents 
at all. Such types were evidently very much to Basil’s taste, for we know that his bedroom 
in the palace was decorated with a gold mosaic representing "the Autocrator and his wife 
Gudocia on their throne, wearing imperial mantles (oroAals (JaaiAiKcus) and adorned 
with crowns,” while their sons, also wearing mantles and crowns, were depicted around 
the room "like glittering stars.” 17 The awkward three-figure types of Classes 3 and 4 of 
his folles were perhaps inspired by ceremonial solidi of Theophilus. The patriarchal cross 
and the labarum, which figure prominently on the coinage, also look back to Theophilus. 
So does the use of an inscription in several lines as the regular reverse pattern of the follis, 
though the form of it is changed and it is now modeled on that of the miliaresion. It was 
probably during his reign that the loros was redesigned, the old form being supplemented 
by a much simpler garment that did not involve the elaborate winding around the body 
that the traditional one required. 18 The spelling ROITlAIOn (in the formula fiaoiAtis 
‘Pcouaicov) was during the reign replaced by ROITKOn, which represented the way in 
which the word was pronounced and was to become normal in the future. 18 

A peculiar feature of Class I of the solidus, for which no satisfactory explanation has 
yet been found, is the b or b' which follows the word basileus after the emperor’s name 
(bASILIOS 6C 0€H bASILCHS b'). The last letter is certainly a beta, not a delta inscribed 
forward (6), as frequently occurs on eighth- and ninth-century coins; so the last words 
cannot be interpreted paoiAsus 6eott6tt|s. Nor is b ever the equivalent of rho —though R 
was a common way of writing beta —so poaiXtus 'Pwuaiwn is inadmissable. Later coins 
have AVSHSC’b’ for Basil (Class III) or AVSVb’ for Basil and Constantine (Class II), 
i.e., aOyouoros paaiAeCi; or aOyouoroi paaiAsis, but, while the word order is unusual, 
this formula equally will not fit bASILCHS b’. A control letter B is excluded by the oc¬ 
casional presence of an abbreviation stroke, besides being highly unlikely at this date. I 
can see no alternative to making it paoiAsus paaiAsudvrcov (or paoiAfcov), adopted to match 
the Rex Regnantium that follows Christ’s name on the obverse, despite the fact that no 
Byzantine sovereign seems ever to have assumed this ancient title of the Babylonian and 
Persian kings. It would certainly have struck many hearers as bordering on blasphemy, 
which may account for the brevity of its appearance on the coins. 

It is not easy to relate the pattern of Basil’s coinage to the sequence of his co-emperors, 
and, though overstriking and muling in the copper throw light on some of the problems, 
there are others for which only a provisional solution can be offered. The combinations 
of rulers on the coins differ startlingly from one metal to another, and the later years of 
the reign, after the tragedy of Constantine's death, apparently saw little minting at all. 
Basil detested Leo, and apparently had no great affection for Alexander. The result, for 
the coinage, was extraordinary. The two boys were excluded from any place in what 
were traditionally the chief denominations, the solidus, miliaresion, and follis. Alexander 


. ed.. 333. 
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never appears on them at all. Leo is shown on Classes 3 and 4 of the follis, but ranking 
after Constantine, and when Constantine died Basil removed Leo from the coin altogether 
and struck in his own name alone for the remainder of the reign. The few coins on which 
Basil tolerated his two younger sons were fractions in gold and copper, by now ceremonial 
in character, which besides being of notably poor workmanship were apparently produced 
for distribution at Alexander’s coronation and limited to that occasion only. This marks 
a curious reversal of the normal practice of earlier centuries, when for dynastic reasons 
co-emperors were accorded a place on the higher denominations in each metal but often, 
whether for reasons of space or because the coins were reckoned of lesser importance. 

Wroth divided the coinage of Basil between three mints—Constantinople, a "pro¬ 
vincial mint” now identified as Syracuse, and Cherson. These three certainly existed, 
though the “bronze” coin he describes as "provincial” (p. 442, No. 33, PI. LI. 3) must 
be eliminated; it is a contemporary forgery in gilded copper of a solidus of Constantine V 
(his PI. xliv. 16). Syracuse was captured by the Arabs in 878 and its history as a Byzantine 
mint came to an end, while Cherson now for the first time began to issue coins on a large 
scale. 20 During the Italian wars of the 880’s denari in the name of Basil, or of Basil, Leo, 
and Alexander, were struck at Naples, Capua, and Benevento, but these were little more 
than courtesy titles and the coins conform to the other issues of the localities in question 
and do not belong to the Byzantine series. 21 

A more elaborate pattern of mints for Basil I’s folles has been proposed by Metcalf. 22 
Basing his argument upon a minute analysis of small variations in their details and style, 
he suggests dividing the folles here attributed to Constantinople between the five mints of 
Constantinople, an uncertain locality in Asia Minor and another in central Greece 
(Thebes ?), Corinth, and Thessalonica, the specific allocations being in the main determined 
by the evidence of coin finds. There is no need to repeat in this context the doubts I have 
expressed already regarding the validity of his reasoning. 2 * The stylistic groups between 
which he differentiates have no doubt a real existence, but what he interprets as the work 
of different mints seem to me more likely to be the varying products of different die- 
sinkers working at different times. It is not easy to believe that the transition from 
ROmAIOn to Romeon, and still more the erroneous spelling ROITIAOTI, could each occur 
at separate mints. I am very conscious of the fact that my summary treatment of the 
coinage fails to do justice to the variety of details which he has noted and which he believes 
justify his attributions. The reader who wishes to pursue the matter further should refer 
to what he has written on the subject. 

" Golenko has published a follis of Tiberius III (698-705) found at Kerch and countermarked with 
a B, which he would interpret as Bosporos. I am inclined to read it as Basil’s initial, which was Go¬ 
lenko's first idea, and attribute it to Cherson, such countermarking supplementing the new coins of 

HBN. 6 (1964/5), 5-12, esp. 8-9, and DOC, II. S-Tnote 89. 










479 


A problem ol some difficulty is posed by the fractional coinage of gold and copper, all 
of which is rare. Further gold issues may still come to light, but so far as is known this 

(1) Tremissis of Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia, corresponding to the solidus of Class III 
(below, p. 490, No. 4). It is purely Constantinopolitan in style, and raises no problems. 

(2) Semissis of Basil, Leo, and Alexander (below, p. 490, No. 5). This has no solidus 
counterpart, and neither in style nor fabric does it resemble the normal solidi of 
Constantinople. 

(3) Tremisses of Basil, Leo, and Alexander (below, p. 491, No. 6). I know of only four 
specimens. Those at Milan and Dumbarton Oaks are identical in style—they appear 
to share a common reverse die, though owing to the poor striking and preservation 
of our specimen it is difficult to be sure—but both differ somewhat from those in the 
British Museum and at Berlin, which themselves are markedly different from each 

(4) Copper coins of Basil, Leo, and Alexander (below, p. 502, Nos. 13a, 13b). These formally 
make two groups, one with a star and the other with a cross between the heads of the 
two younger co-emperors, and while the styles of the reverse type are appreciably 
different, they share reverse dies of a single style. They are roughly half the size of 
normal folles, but have no corresponding follis type of Constantinople. They are very 
close in style to some of the semisses and tremisses, and are clearly the work of the 
same die-sinkers. 

The copper coins of this series were not known to Wroth, and he did not query the 
attribution of the semisses and tremisses of Groups 2 and 3 to Constantinople. Nor did 
Ratto propose a provincial mint for the three copper coins in his catalogue. Schindler 
attributed to Sicily two copper coins that were formerly in his collection and are now at 
Dumbarton Oaks, while in my original arrangement of those from the Swiss Collection I 

example, and the same has been done for the copper by Mme Morrisson in her catalogue 
of the Byzantine coins at Paris. The gold, however, she left to Constantinople, while 
expressing her uncertainty about it. There seem to be no recorded find spots to help us, 
but in view of the rarity of the coins, which must have formed tiny issues, this is hardly 
surprising. 

After much hesitation, I have preferred in the Catalogue to leave these rare and 
anomalous issues to Constantinople, treating the copper coins as half folles. The stylistic 
unlikeness of all of them to normal Constantinopolitan issues is undeniable, but it is 
difficult to envisage a provincial mint—or several provincial mints—striking fractional 
gold and either light-weight folles or fractional folles with no corresponding units and no 
Constantinopolitan prototypes. Their rarity and their unusual style can, I suggest, be 
better explained on the assumption that they together form a special issue intended to 
be thrown to the crowd or otherwise distributed on the occasion of Alexander’s coronation 
in 879. Such coinages had usually to be produced in haste and were often of poor fabric. 
One need only cite the ill-struck silver medallions of Justin II, and indeed most of the 
Constantinopolitan silver coinage of the sixth century, to see how the production of the 


less important ceremonial coinages was treated as supplementary to the main activities 
of the mint and left to poorly trained and incompetent workmen. The same difficulty 
of discordant styles between folles and fractional copper occurs, it should be said, under 
Leo VI. In that case the attribution of the fractions to Constantinople is supported by 
their being in part struck by dies for full folles, which for typological reasons does not 


Constantinople 

gold coinage.® 4 There are three types of Basil’s solidi and two known types of 
semissis and tremissis. The latter are of such rarity that other types may well come to 
light in the future. 

The solidi may be dealt with first. They form three classes, characterized respectively 
by a standing figure of Basil, the busts of Basil and Constantine, and the busts of Basil, 
Constantine, and Eudocia. The one with the busts of Basil and Constantine, which is 
very common, must have provided the bulk of the gold coinage struck between 868 and 
879. The other classes are more difficult to date. No relevant hoard evidence is known, 
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Class II (Basil and Constantine). 868-879. These coins represent the main gold 
issue of the reign. They are distinguished from the solidi of Basil II and Constantine VIII 
of a century later by their having on the obverse the seated figure of Christ; by Basil II’s 
reign this had been replaced, as the regular solidus type, by a bust of the Savior. The 
seated Christ is slightly different from that of Class I, the face being better designed and 
the right hand held higher, but mules with obverses of Class I are known. 2 * The reverse 
type, with the busts of the two co-emperors side by side, was traditional. The issue should 
formally have lasted only during 868 and 869, before the coronation of Leo in January 870, 
but it is far too common to have been limited to two years and one must assume that it 
continued unchanged throughout Constantine's life. Whether it was prolonged after 879 
is more doubtful, since it is hard to believe that a living and a dead ruler would be shown 
side by side. We have the same problem with the silver, for miliaresia bearing the names 
of Basil and Constantine must either have continued to the end of the reign or the issue 
of silver coins been suspended altogether between 879 and 886. My personal feeling is 
that this is what occurred, and that, apart from the exceptional solidi and tremisses of 
Class III and the derisory issues of fractional gold in the names of Leo and Alexander, 
there was no minting in the precious metals during the last eight years of the reign. 

Class III (Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia). 882 ? Coins of this class are very rare, 
though they do not approach the extreme rarity of those of Class I. They also survive in 
very fine condition, contrasting with the commonly worn state of those of Class II, a 
state no doubt attributable to the long circulation of these during the reign of Leo VI. 
Rarity and lack of wear both point to the Constantine-Eudocia coins forming some sort 
of special issue. The type, however, is puzzling, for it was contrary to custom for an 
empress to appear on coins at all. The only recent precedent was Theodora, wife of 
Theophilus, but during her husband's reign she had been shown only on rare ceremonial 
solidi and her regency on behalf of her son explains her appearance on regular issues under 
Michael III. For Eudocia one has two alternatives. Either the coins of Basil, Constantine, 
and Eudocia represent a coronation issue of 868, despite the fact that an empress would 

not normally figure on such a coinage, or it may be a memorial issue, struck after the death 

of Eudocia in 882 and commemorating the two persons whom Basil is known to have 
deeply loved. It would thus be comparable to the Michael-and-Constantine solidi of 
Theophilus and the memorial issues of the Isaurian period, but anomalous in that none 
of these included empresses and that this one seems to have been a very limited issue. 
There is no positive evidence one way or the other, though the mules already noted 
between Classes I and II are slightly against interpolating the Constantine-Eudocia 
coins between them in 868.1 would attribute the coins tentatively to 882, but new evidence 
may in due course show that the earlier date is really the correct one. 

fractional gold. This has been discussed already. There is nothing corresponding 
to Classes I and II of the solidi, but there is a tremissis corresponding to Class III. There 
are also semisses and tremisses of Basil, Leo, and Alexander for which no solidus equivalent 
is known and none may ever have existed. Despite their stylistic peculiarities they are 
best attributed to Constantinople, the occasion of their issue being the coronation of 
Alexander in 879. 


: FUrstenberg 







silver coinage. This requires little comment. The only miliaresia known are struck 
in the names of Basil and Constantine and are of the same type as Class III of Michael Ill’s 
coins, even to the way in which the innermost of the three circles of dots on the obverse 
is broken by four pellets. The title of tnegas is dropped, since the presence of Constantine’s 
name reduced the amount of space available, and ROIMIOn is now spelled R0fH60', a 
feature to be quickly taken over by the copper. The pellet beneath the steps of the cross 
on the reverse is greatly increased in size, so that it is now a large globule, and there is a 
consequent rearrangement of the inscription, which now breaks XRI SCHS instead of 
XRIS CHS. 

These miliaresia were presumably struck over the whole period of Basil and Con¬ 
stantine’s joint reign, i.e., 868-79, despite the absence of any reference to Leo. They 
may have continued down to 886, for the conjoined names of a living and a dead emperor 
would have been less incongruous than their conjoined busts, but I think it unlikely. 
We would therefore have no silver coins that can be assigned to 879-86. Nor is any silver 
known for the first few months of the reign, when Basil was ruling without a colleague. 
This is strange, since Theophilus and Michael III had already broken with the tradition 
that miliaresia were coins struck only during a joint reign, and coins for this period may 
yet be found. But it is equally possible that the nine sacks of miliaresia found in the 
treasury on Basil's accession proved sufficient for his immediate needs. 

copper coinage. There are five main classes of folles which may be characterized 
as follows: 

1. Busts of Basil and Constantine 

2. Basil and Constantine seated 

3. Half-figures of Basil (1. hand not shown), Constantine, and Leo 

4. Same figures, Basil with 1. hand raised 

5. Seated figure of Basil 
No hoards are recorded which would throw light on the order of issue, but this, and 

some approximation to dating, can be deduced from combinations of emperors in the 
types, the existence of mules between the classes, occasional relationships with earlier 
and later coins, and minor changes in orthography and design. A detail of some importance 
is the spelling of 'Pcouaicov in the reverse inscription. The classes with Basil and Constan¬ 
tine, which are presumably early (868-70), use the traditional ROITlAIOn, while those 
with Basil, Constantine, and Leo, which are necessarily later (870-79), as well as Class 5 
with Basil alone, have the newer variant ROmeOn, which was to become customary 
under Leo VI and subsequently. The justification for the order followed in the catalogue 
may be set out as follows: 

Class 1. Busts of Basil and Constantine (No. 8). The two figures hold between 
them a labarum usually marked with + or v. The reverse has a five-line inscription 
with the first line -t-bASIL and the last (R)OfnAIOTl, this being occasionally blundered 
to OITIAOn, or on one die to OfTIAin (Metcalf 60). Coins of this class are of poorer fabric 
than those of later ones, with irregularly shaped flans and broken edges. A high proportion 
are overstruck on badly worn folles of Theophilus, but this is a feature which they share 
with many coins of Classes 2-4. Their manifest inferiority to the handsome folles of 


868-70 

870-79 

879-86 
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Michael III and Basil on the one hand, and in general to the later classes of Basil's own 
reign on the other, forms an obvious objection to their attribution to the mint of Con¬ 
stantinople. 

Since Classes 1 and 2 both show only Basil and Constantine, they are best attributed 
to the years 868 and 869, before the accession of Leo. If one were to judge by the way in 
which Constantine is represented one would have to put Class 2 first, for on it he is normally 
shown as a small child, almost an infant, while on Class 1 he is a young man. On the other 
hand, the type of Class 1, with the busts of two emperors side by side, is traditional, 
and since all Basil's other types in copper are novel it would seem more reasonable to 
put the traditional type first, before the period of experiments began. The discrepancy 
in the apparent ages of Constantine would thus result from the fact that the seated figures 
involved a completely new design, encouraging a more careful depiction of the junior 
emperor. Further, a number of mules have been recorded by Metcalf (Nos. 59-67) between 
Classes 1 and 2, on the reverse dies of which the first line of the inscription reads 
-t-bASILIO or +bASILO (not +bASIL), while we do not find obverses of Class 1, as we do 
those of Class 2, linked with reverses of Class 3 (rev. inscription ending OffiCOn). The 
order of issue seems therefore secure. 

Since Class 1 includes Constantine it cannot have been struck during the first months 
of Basil's reign. The only folles of Basil alone are those of Class 5, with the emperor 
seated, and both Wroth and Mme Morrisson do in fact assign this class to 867-8. In my 
view it belongs to 879-86, after the death of Constantine. The type is extremely uniform, 
contrasting with the endless variations of the earlier classes, and it continues under 
Leo VI with no change beyond that of the emperor’s name; the bad practice of overstriking 
had been abandoned; it consistently reads ROfDCOIl, never ROfnAIOtl; and the large, 
bold lettering of its reverse—four lines instead of five—links it firmly with Leo’s coinage. 
This dating, however, implies that Basil struck no folles in the first months of his reign, 
thus reverting to the conditions that had obtained during most of that of Michael III. 

The problem of mint remains open. The coins are catalogued here under Constantinople, 
and my feeling, on balance, is that despite their poor workmanship it is to this mint that 
they belong. If Class 2 is attributable to Constantinople, then Class 1, on the evidence of 
muling, should be also. The poor appearance of the coins is partly a consequence of 
overstriking, partly of the mint having had to take on extra staff to cope with large and 
long overdue issues of copper coins. I would assume that Class 1 represents a hasty and 
short-lived issue in the winter months of 867/8, Class 2 a more considered design minted 
during the rest of 868 and the whole of 869. It is in any case possible that Class 3, with 
Leo, was not introduced immediately upon this emperor’s coronation, which would allow 
a longer period of issue for Class 2. 

Class 2. Basil and Constantine seated (No. 9). The obverse type shows two figures, 
Constantine much smaller than Basil, seated side by side on a high-backed throne and 
holding between them a labarum marked with X. There are two distinct forms of inscrip¬ 
tion, one giving the emperors the title of basileis and the other that of augusloi. There 
are also many small varieties of design—in the relative sizes of the figures, in the details 
of the imperial costume, in the decoration of the throne, and so forth—but these were an 
almost inevitable consequence of the relatively complicated type, and although they 









may help the modern scholar in classifying the dies used for the issue, they are of no 
importance in themselves. The reverse has a five-line inscription, like that of Class 1, 
but with +bASILIO or +bASILO instead of +bASIL as its first line. 

Class 3. Half-figures of Basil (hand not shown), Constantine, and Leo (No. 10). 
Classes 3 and 4 are alike in that their obverse type consists of the half-length figures of 
Basil (wearing loros), Constantine (wearing chlamys), and Leo (also wearing chlamys), 
and on the reverse a five-line inscription beginning +bASIL and ending ROITl€On. They 
differ in a number of particulars: 

(a) Basil's gesture. On coins of Class 3 his left hand is not shown; on those of Class 4 
it is raised in front of him. Some scholars have described him as holding an akakia, but 
this is doubtful. The hand is closed, so that the top of it seems to swell upward, but there 
is not the rounded projection below the wrist which always accompanies representations 
of the akakia. The same difficulty of interpretation occurs with Class 5, where the seated 
Basil has his left hand resting in his lap but without an akakia being formally shown. It 
may well be that in both cases one was intended—the nature of the gesture in Class 4 is 
otherwise hard to explain—but the die-sinkers did not know how to depict one satis- 

(b) Basil’s loros. On coins of Class 3 this is of the normal type, a long scarf wound in a 
complicated fashion across the body, but as on the half folles of Theophilus it appears in 
two varieties, either with the outer fold running from the emperor’s left hip to his right 
shoulder or with the directions reversed. On coins of Class 4 the "scarf” element of the 
loros is eliminated, so that it forms a single garment hanging straight or almost straight 
downward from the neck and shoulders. 17 

(c) Inscription. On Class 3 this is either unaccompanied by any ornament or has a 
cross or a star beneath the bottom line. On Class 4 there is always a star. 

Despite their general similarity, therefore, we are justified in speaking of two separate 
classes, distinguished from each other by positive changes in design which must have 
resulted from precise instructions and not from the whims of die-sinkers. As to the order 
of issue, Nos. 9c and 10e.l-2 below are mules respectively between the obverses of Class 2 
(two seated figures) and Class 3 (three emperors in inscription) and an obverse of Class 3 

inscription). It is clear that Class 3 followed Class 2 and preceded Class 4. 

As to the internal arrangement of Class 3, a classification based on loros arrangement 
would cut across one based on the presence or absence of a symbol below the reverse 
inscription. The former seems by this time to have depended on the care exercised by 
die-sinkers, and it was clearly a matter of indifference to the mint authorities whether 
the loros was shown correctly or not. The addition of a cross or star, on the other hand, 
represents a substantial change in design which could only have been made in response 
to orders from above. I have therefore given precedence to this in my arrangement of 
the coins in the catalogue. 

Class 4. Half-figures of Basil (with raised hand), Constantine, and Leo (No. 11). 
This class requires no further comment. The dies differ slightly between themselves in 
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the sizes of the figures, in the design of the loros—Basil sometimes looks as if he were 
turned slightly to the right or the left—in the shape of Basil’s face, and in the position 
of his hand, but in the main they are very uniform. If Classes 3 and 4 have to be fitted 
into the years 870-79, as is presumably the case, it is hard to decide when—or why—the 
changes in design which distinguished between them should have been made, but one 
could not be far wrong in dating Class 3 to 870-C.874 and Class 4 to c.875-9. 

Class 5. Seated figure of Basil (No. 12). This shows Basil seated on a lyre-backed 
throne, of a type known to us from other representations of the period,* 8 and holding a 
labarum ornamented with X. The reverse inscription is in four instead of five lines, since 
the names of no co-emperors had to be inserted, and it ends ROfltCOTl. The reasons for 
placing the class at the end of the reign have been given already. Basil was evidently no 
more prepared to associate Leo and Alexander with him on his folles than he was on his 

fractional copper. The attribution of these coins, which differ from the folles in 
recognizing the existence of Leo and Alexander and must therefore date from 879 or later, 
has already been discussed. Despite their substantial differences in size and weight I 
believe they should all be regarded as half folles, their irregularity being explained by 
their being basically ceremonial in character and not intended for everyday circulation. 
It is possible, however, that the lighter coins were intended as quarter folles. 

Syracuse 

Basil's Sicilian coinage consists of semisses and tremisses struck in his name and that 
of Constantine. The semisses closely resemble those of Michael III, both in their appearance 
—the emaciated features of the co-emperors are characteristic—and in their being of 
extremely base gold, or rather of copper which usually still bears traces of gilding. The 
tremissis was something of a revival, since this denomination had apparently not been 
struck during the later years of Theophilus or under Michael III, and only a single specimen 

There is no identifiable copper, for Schindler's view that the anomalous half folles 
already discussed might be Sicilian seems to be excluded by their quite different style 
of portraiture. With the "gold” already so debased there would have been no place for 
a fiduciary coinage. The issue of semisses and tremisses probably came to an end in 878, 
with the capture of Syracuse by the Arabs, and no Sicilian coins are known of subsequent 

Cherson** 

The copper coinage of Cherson forms four classes. The coins all bear Basil's initial, 
either alone or in company with those of Constantine; there are none including Leo or 
Alexander. They begin with the purely epigraphical types introduced under Michael III, 
but sometime in the 870's a cross on steps was adopted for the reverse. The most reasonable 
arrangement of them seems to be as follows: 

! * See Introduction, p. 115. 

obshchestva, 3 (1905), 365-6. y * 


aticheskago 









Class 1 (Basil alone). 867-8. £ and a cross on the obverse, 1*1, sometimes between 
two crosses, on the reverse. These are uniformly small coins like those of Michael III, 
and similar to these in their reverse type. 

Class 2 (Basil and Constantine). 868-C.876. BA on the obverse and KT6J on the 
reverse, with pellets in the field on both sides. Coins of this class are much larger and 
heavier than those of Class 1, and may have had a different value. The class belongs 
to the decade 868-79 and probably precedes Class 3, which saw the introduction of the 
cross-on-steps reverse that carried on into later classes and into the reign of Leo VI. 
The date suggested for its ending is no more than a guess. 

Class 3 (Basil and Constantine), c.876-9. Large £ between K and 6) on the obverse, 
a cross on steps between two pellets on the reverse. Coins of this class are the largest and 
heaviest of the reign. It is possible that Classes 2 and 3 were issued simultaneously, coins 
of Class 3 having twice the value of those of Class 2, in which case both classes would 
have to be dated 868-79. 

Class 4 (Basil alone). 879-86. Large £, sometimes between two pellets, on the 
obverse; same reverse as Class 3. These are much smaller than the coins of Class 3, and 
in size and type carry on into the reign of Leo VI. The lower loop of the £ sometimes 
assumes a triangular form, thus becoming a delta and making a monogram of BA, i.e., 
BaoRsios SKrmSnis. 
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Class I 


' +lhSXPSR0< R69NA +bASIUOS€Ce €HbAs| 868( ?) 

NTIHM* IL£HS-b* 

Christ seated (Type Emperor standing, 

la), facing, bearded. facing, bearded, 

on small lyre-backed wearing loros and 

throne, wearing tunic crown with cross. In 

I and himation, r. hand r. hand, gl. cr.; in 1., 

raised outwards in : akakia 
blessing, book 
; resting on 1. knee 

*1 I AT 4.38 | 20 4 


Class II 

Basil and Constantine 

! Same inscr. and type j bASILIOSCT COHSCA 868-879 
nt'AVWb' I 

Two busts facing, 

Basil on 1., bearded, 

1 wearing loros and I 

j crown with cross, I 

Constantine on r., 
smaller, beardless, 
wearing chlamys and 

patriarchal cross 
held between them I 

| I | by their r. hands | 

Peirce 1948 from Spink 16 . xi. 36 
W. p. 436 (Paris), T. 2, R. — 

Whittemore Collection (4.38 g.). The surface is slightly convex, and the letters very sharply cut. 
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j Die Po- 

Obverse I Reverse Date 

*2a.l 

AT 4.46 

20 4 

Star * | 868-879 

*2a.2 ! 

N 4.42 

20 J 

Star 4; 

2a.3 | 

N 4.27 

20 J. 

Star 4: Double 


pierced 


struck 

2a,4 

N 4.16 

20 | 

Star * 

2b. 1 

N 4.52 

20 J 

Star* 


with rings 



2b.2 

N 4,44 

20 / 

Star* 

2b.3 

N 4.44 

20 / 

Star* 

*2b.4 

A! 4.40 

20 4 

Star* 

*2b.5 

N 4.37 

20 4 

Star* 

2b.6 

N 4.36 

20 / 

Star* 

2b.7 

A r 4.35 

21 4 

Star* 

2b.8 

N 4.27 1 

19 4 

Star * 11 has the l At end, d for b 




form H 

2c.l 

N 4.48 ; 

20 4 

Star * V for H 

*2c.2 

N 4.42 ! 

20 4 

Star * 

2c.3 

N 4.39 

19 4 

Star * 


pierced 



2c.4 

N 4.38 | 

19 4 

Star * 


"Deux monnaies byzantines r6cemment acquises par le Cabinet des Mtdaillcs." P.V 4 . 8 (1904), 


2 The seated figure of Christ on Class II differs from that of Class I in that the r. hand is held 
slightly higher, on a level with the top of the back of the throne. On coins of Class I it is 
invariably lower. There are a few very rare coins of Class II muled with obverses of Class I 
(above, p. 481, note 26). I have followed Mr. Bellinger in distinguishing between the position 
or form of the star (*, It, or 9c) at the end of the reverse inscription, though its significance 
seems to me doubtful, 

2a.l Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii. 28 
W. 2-4, T. 3-4, R. 1858 

2a,2 Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. vii. 28 
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Two further specimens of this group (with 7c) in the Whittemore Collection appear to be 


3.1-3 Whittemore 

W. p. 437 (Paris), T. 5, R. — 
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Basil, Constantine, and Eudocia 


I +bASILIOS bASIL€HS 
| Bust facing, bearded, 
wearing loros and 

I holding in r. hand 
globus surmounted 
by patriarchal cross, 


+conscAnrirv ceen s 

"DOCIA 

Two busts facing, 

beardless, wearing 
chlamys and crown 
with cross, Eudocia 
on r., larger, wearing 


bASILIO'AVCOS I +L€0[flC6AL€HJAH j 879(?) 

I Bust facing, bearded, SS* 
wearing loros and j Two busts facing, 
crown with cross, i beardless, each 

holding in r. hand j wearing chlamys and 
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bA SILIO’AHV j +LeOnC€ALen’AV I 879(?) 

SS' 

*6 A 1.46 13 4 I Same type | Same type 

pierced 


MILIARESIO.N 

+bASI ! IhSHSXRI STHSTIICA | 868-879 

LIOSC6 Cross potent on base j 

COnsrAn and three steps, with 

CiniPISCV j globus beneath, all 

bASILIS j within triple circle of 

ROmeO' dots 

i : within triple circle of 

dots. Four pellets on 
inner circle, one each 

' either side 

7.1 L® 2.92 25 t | 

I plugged 

*7.2 Lb 2.91 25 t | 

7.3 |Jl 2.88 27 f 

*7.4 2.84 25 f 

7.5 2.83 25 f 

7.6 M 2.83 26 f j 

7.7 2.81 25 / 

pierced 

6 Peirce 1948 from Platt 10. iii. 24 
W. 5, T. —. R. — 




492 



BASIL I - CONSTANTINOPLE - MILIARESION 


K, 

wt‘ 

i 


7.8 

Ai 

2.78 

24 / 

868-879 

7.9 

M 

2.77 

25 fl 


*7.10 

JR 

2.76 

25 / 


7.11 

JR 

2.74 

25 f No pellets on circle ! 



pierced 



7.12 

rR 

2.74 

23 / [ 


*7.13 


2.73 



*7.14 

M 

2.66 

23 / 



pierced 



7.15 

/R 

2.53 

24 f 


*7.16 

JR 

2.50 

25 \ 


7.17 

-R 

2.47 



7.18 

,R 

2.42 

24 \ 



pierced 




/R 


24 f 


7.20 

rR 

2.17 

24 t 



7.11 Whittemore 

7.13 Peirce 1948 from Glcndining sale 9. iii. 31, lot 622 
7.14-15 Whittemore 

7.17-20 Whittemore 

or some other base 6 metal (2.78 g.. 24 mm. t). 





Class 1 

Busts of Basil and Constantine 
+bASILIOSSCOnSr +bASIL 868-870 

ahss sconscAn j 

Two busts facing, TIDOSenSO I 

BasU to 1., bearded, bASILCISR 

Constantine to r., OmAIOTl 

smaller, beardless, 
each wearing 
chlamys and crown 
with cross, holding 

their r. hands a 
labarum ornamented 
with v and 

(a) Rev. inscr. ends (R)OmAIOn 
8a.l JE 7.09 27 t j +bA[ JSE'Al'S | 

On labarum, + 

*8a.2 /E 5.07 I 26 | ]SILIOSSCOIl[ ]AM<5<; | L' for L 

*8a.3 JE 4.28 | 26 i +bASILIO[ ]OTlSCA 

pierced ! VS 1 ! 

broken ; 

8a.4 |iE 4.06 [26 j +bASI[ JSCOnSTAHS j IL off flan__ 
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Metal 


n _„ 

TT| | t| 





sition 








(b) Same title, but +bASILO 

868-870 

*9b.l 

JE 

8.15 

30 \ 

lOOSrbASIL' 

Trace of overstriking 


*9b.2 j 

JE 

7.64 

27 4 

+bASIL [ pTlStbA 
SILIS 

No bar above 60 


*9b.3 

JE 

7.16 

26 4 

bASILIOS sconsrA 
Tl'bASL' 

First line ends O’ 1 


9b.4 

JE 

7.08 

28 4 

+bAS[ ]OnSrbASIL 

Overstruck on obv. 






Overstruck on rev. 
of Theophilus 

of Theophilus 


9b-5 

JE 

5.69 

26 4 

+bASILO sconsrA 
n[r]bASiL 

! First line ends O’ 1 


*9b.6 

JE 

4.97 ' 

27 4 

-t-bASILO sconsrb 
ASILS 

First line ends O’ 






(c) Mule with 

rev. of Class 3 


*9c 

JE 

6.40 


-fbASILO COnSCATl 

| +bAsiLO' | sconsr 






rbASIL' 

An | rsLeonen | 
eobAsiLs | RomAon 






(d) Emperors with augusloi title; 






rev. reads 

+bASILO’ 


*9d.l 

JE 

9.01 

27 4 

+bAsiLO consrAH 

55H 





Romeon, but RomAon had ■ 
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No. 

Metal 

1 

nh _ 

_ 

Date 



| sition 




*9d.2 

M 7.42 

27 J\ 

-HjASILO SCOTISCA 

hssc' 

First line ends O 

868-870 

9d.3 

JE 6.62 

27 | ! 

+bASIL SCOOSCA 

HSS' 



9d.4 

/E 6.48 

27 A 

+bASILO SCOOSCA 
Hiqr 



*9d.5 1 

6.20 

26 i 

+bASIL’ COTISCAC 

sss 






Class 3 





Basil, Constan 

tine, and Leo; 





Basil’s hand not shown 





+L60nbASILSC0nS 

+bASIL 

870-879 




CAHSS' 

conscAn 1 





Three half-figures. 

csLeonen 





facing, Basil in 

GObASILS 





center, bearded. 

Romeon 





wearing loros and 






crown with cross. 






Leo and Constantine 






to 1. and r. 






beardless, each 
wearing chlamys and 






crown with cross 






(a) No symbol beneath rev. inscr. 


*10a.l 

m. 9.27 

28 / 

+L€OnbASILSCOnS 

7TA' 



9d.4 I 

'eirce 1948 fr. 

am Raymt 

>nd vii. 28 




■fiend 1957 










loulder to his 

■IK 





1 at the right 





i left to nght. 
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10a.2-3 Whittemore 
10a.4 Schindler 1960 

10a.5 Shaw 1947 
10a.6 Whittemore 
10a.7 Whittemore 

10a.8 Whittemore P 8 8 

Thin flan and poor lettering 
lOb.l Swiss Collection 1956 
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m. 

“Sr 

Obverse Reverse 

Date 

*10c.l B 7.61 

30 A 

(b) + below rev. inscr. 

]onbAS[ ]consq ]nscA[ | ]SLeone[ | 

870-879 

♦lOc.2 B 4.51 

29 A 

Overstruck on SObASILS | ROmeOTl 

Theophilus | + 

(0€OFILO)bASIL[ Top 2 lines confused 


lOd.l B 7.17 

26 \ 

Overstruck on by earlier striking; 

Theophilus 00 for 00 

(c) * below rev. inscr. 

+L€On[ IICOTISCAH' | +bASIL' | COnSCAD | 


*10d.2 B 6.43 

28 /\ 

csLeonen | SObAS \ 
il' | Romeon | * l 

Overstruck 

L€OnbASIL'COnSC' 


*10d.3 B 5.94 

27 / 

AH55' 

+LeonbAsiLSConsz: 


*10e.l B 7.64 


AH' 

(d) Mules with rev. of Class 2 
+L€0nbASIL'[ ]V | +bASILIO | SC0I1ST j 



26 \ j 

1 An | rmosenso | j 
| bASiLeisR | omAion | 
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Basil, Constantine, and Leo; 
Basil’s 1. hand raised 


+L£OHbASIL CODS! ! Same inscr. as 
AH9S' Class 3, but * 

j Similar type, but beneath 
I Basil wears modified I 
| loros and raises 1. 

, chlamys of Leo and of I 
| Constantine fastened 
{ at 1. shoulder 

*11.1 l/E 9.23 28 j, 

*11.2 zE 9.14 28 \ 

11.3 l/E 8.91 26 1 

11.4 |/E 7.86 28 i 

11.5 /E 7.70 26 i bASL for bASIL 

Ends AHSS 

11.6 /E 7.63 27 J, 

11.7 zE 7.51 27 \ A for A 

11.8 zE 7.29 j 28 | bASL for bASIL 

11.9 l/E 6.98 28 \ +L€bASIL COntAHS' 
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Whittemore 

Unusual style. The letters are carelessly formed, the crown, hair, and shoulders of Basil arc 
outlined with pellets, and in general all the lines are extremely fine. The hair of all three 


: is that of the modified lore 
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(a) * above heads on rev. | 879-886 

*13a.l JE 5.13 I 22 | bA SILI[ I +L[ ]C[ 

*13a.2 JE 4.48 | 21 \ bA S[ +L€0[ 

*13a,3 JE 2.57 20 | I bA[ ]0’AH +L€[ ]C£AL[ 

*13a.4 JE 2.06 j 17 | ]0'A4q’ [ ]nC€AL€n[ 

(b) + above heads on rev. 

*13b.l JE 2.80 I 17 l bA SIUO'A[ I +L€[ 

*13b.2 JE 2.14 | 16 | | Inscr. off flan | +L€OnC[ i 
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No. 1 

Metal 

Size 
Die Po- 

ow™ 

Date 




Syracuse 





bAS IL610C 1 COnSTANT' 

Bust facing, bearded. Similar bust to obv., 
wearing loros and but wearing chlamys 

868-879 




holding in r. hand 
gl. cr. 





(a) Nothing before obv. inscr. 


*14a 

(14b) 

(N) 1.06 | 
(A') 1.35 

14 i 
14 i 

(W. 30, 32, T. 9 bis) | 





(b) * before obv. inscr. 


*15 

(A') 1.08 | 

14 \ 

1 

TREMISSIS 


*(16) | 

JE 0.94 | 

14 | 

bAS ILSIOCb | con STAnTb 

Similar bust, but Similar bust, but 

costume obscure, costume obscure, 

holding cross potent holding cross potent 

inwards outwards 

(ANS Museum) 



14a Schindler I960 

W. —, T. 9, R. 1859, Ricotti 244 



(16) 
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Class 1 
Basil alone 

! £ To r„ cross | 1*1 i 867-868 

(a) No symbol in rev. field 
17a.l S. 1.60 | 13 \ | Cross obscure 

*17a.2 JE 1.57 14 4 

*17a.3 JE 0.87 13 f 

(b) Cross tor. on rev. 

(17b) /E 18 \ (T. 19, Oreshnikov 18) | 

(c) Cross to 1. and r. on reverse 
*17c fi 2.00 13/ | 

Class 2 

Basil and Constantine 

BA Border of dots. I KOI Above. T 868-c. 876 

Above, . ! Beneath, 

Beneath, .'. Border of dots 

*18 IvE 5.55 | 21 f |_1_ | 


W. —. T. —, R. 1856-57, Oreshniko 
17a.2 Whitlemore 
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Basil and Constantine c. 876-879 


fi To L, K To r.. Cross on base and 

0) Border of dots two steps. To 1. and 
r., pellet. Border of 
dots 

*19.1 JE 10.84 24 f 

19.2 JE 8.54 23 f 

Class 4 
Basil alone 

3 Linear border Cross crosslet on base 879-886 
and two steps. To 1. 
and r., pellet. Linear 
border 

(a) No symbol in obv. field 

20a.l \JE 6.26 19 f I 

20a.2 7E 5.05 18 f I 

*20a.3 \JE 4.46 21 f 

broken 

20a.4 |iE 4.35 | 20 \ j 


W. 38. T. —, R. -. Oreshnikov 23 










. I — CHERSON — 43 



20a.7 Whittemore 

20a.8 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 

either side of the letter. The whole impression is so faint, however, that the coin may"in fact 
belong to Class 4b. 

20a.9 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 

Letter form A, as No. 20a.8, but no trace of pellets^ ^ ^ 

W. 35, T. 18, R. 1855, Oreshnikov 22 

20b.3 Schindler 1960 
20b. 4 Swiss Collection 1956 





LEO VI the Wise 


29 August 886 - 11 May 912 
Titular Augustus from 6 January 870 

Colleagues: Alexander (from Sept./Nov. 879) 

Constantine VII (from IS May 908) 

Leo VI had been associated on the throne by his father in 870, so that his succession 
in 886 occasioned no difficulty. In theory he was associated with his younger brother 
Alexander, and the unsatisfactory relations between them took second place only to 
Leo’s matrimonial troubles during his long reign. The new emperor seems to have believed 
that he was Michael Ill's son, not Basil's, for although in his funeral oration on the latter 
the outward decencies were preserved, almost his first act as effective ruler was to bring 
back Michael’s body from its humble tomb at Chrysopolis and inter it with those of 
other emperors in the Church of the Holy Apostles. Alexander was kept in the background 
throughout the reign. But although the two brothers were frequently on bad terms, there 
is no evidence that Alexander was ever formally deprived of the crown, as Lambros and 
some other scholars have supposed. 1 

In 882 Leo was married by Basil to a lady named Theophano, sorely against his wishes, 
and his life was thenceforward dominated by his matrimonial difficulties. Theophano, 
who is venerated as a saint by the Greek Church, died in 897 without having provided 
her husband with an heir. Leo promptly married in turn his mistress Zoe (898) and Eudocia 
Baiana (900), but each died a year after her marriage, leaving the emperor still without 
a son. Third marriages were condemned both by canon law and by Leo’s own legislation; 
fourth marriages were barely conceivable. But on 3 September 905* Leo had a son by 
his current mistress, Zoe Carbonopsina, and it was necessary to legalize the boy’s position 
if the succession was to be assured. On 6 January 906 the patriarch agreed to the baptism 
of the child in Saint Sophia on condition that Leo separated from his mother. A few days 
later the emperor showed how little he cared for his undertakings by marrying Zoe and 
raising her to the dignity of Augusta. With papal assistance he managed to ride out the 
ensuing storm, and on 15 May 908 the three-year-old Constantine was crowned co-Augustus 


contrary view, see Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State (1956), 215, note 1, and source's there 
death, was 54 years and 2 months (Jenkins in DOP, 19 [1965], 109). That the*day was the 3rd is 






by his father.* Alexander, however, was still alive, so that when Leo died on It May 912* 
Alexander and Constantine were jointly his successors. 

Leo's coinage presents a number of puzzling features. The chief solidus type is one of 
Leo and Constantine VII, and so must have been struck between 908 and 912. Apart from 
it there is only a rare ceremonial coinage in the name of Leo alone, which means that 
during most of the reign no gold can have been struck at all. The folles, on the other hand, 
were all issued in the names of Leo and Alexander or of Leo alone; there are none of Leo 
and Constantine. The two mints were Constantinople and Cherson, the latter producing 
a local coinage and the products of Constantinople, which were stylistically very uniform, 
supplying the rest of the Empire. As under Basil I, however, there were half folles of 
rough fabric which at first sight seem to be provincial in character, but which should 
probably be ascribed to Constantinople. 

Class I of the solidus, which is extremely rare, has on the obverse a facing bust of the 
Virgin orans, with the inscription +1T1ARIA+. It was the first time that the Virgin had been 
shown on any Byzantine coin. The reverse has the facing bust of the emperor with a long 
beard, wearing a heavy crown and a chlamys with a richly decorated tablion. The revival 
of naturalistic portraiture was to influence the occasional issues of Constantine VII’s 
reign, as well as much of the coinage of the eleventh century. There are two varieties of 
inscription, one with €H X'U and the spelling ROfPUH, the other, which is much commoner 
and has rather smaller lettering, with €D CRISCO and ROmCOT). Class II has on the obverse 
a seated figure of Christ (Type 2), modified from that used on the solidi of Basil I, and on 
the reverse the standing figures of Leo and Constantine, each wearing a loros and holding 
a globus cruciger, supporting between them a patriarchal cross. The figures are purely 
conventional, Constantine being shown as a boy some fifteen years old when in fact he 
was only an infant, but the design as a whole is well balanced and successful. The same is 
true of the figure of Christ on the obverse. The proportions and details of the seated figure 
and the throne are much better rendered than had been those of the seated Christ on 
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in the mosaic, but the gestures of benediction are different in the two cases. No doubt 
the coin represents one of the great mosaics completed in the late ninth century, but we 
have no evidence as to which it may have been. 

The date of Class II, which is common, offers no problems; it must have been struck 
between 908 and 912. The rarity and the unusual type of Class I are equally difficult to 
explain. Wroth was inclined to regard the coin as representing a special issue struck by 
Leo at his "coronation,” by which, presumably, he meant his accession as utyas pcroiXsOs, 
for Leo had been crowned as a child and would not have been crowned again in 886. The 
objection to this, as Wroth recognized, is that the portrait on the coins is that of a much 



Alexander as joint emperor in c.904 and that all coins in Leo's name alone were subsequent 
to this date. Probably the coin was struck on the occasion of some ceremony or event in 
which a church or image of the Virgin played a prominent role, but none of our sources 
throw any light on what this may have been. Leo’s first wife, St. Theophano, died at 
Blachernae, the most prominent shrine of the Virgin in the city, and his mistress Zoe 
was miraculously healed of diabolic possession by the girdle of the Virgin in the church 
of the Chalcoprateia,* but it seems unlikely that either of these circumstances would 
have provided the occasion for the coin. The completion of one of the several churches 
begun by Basil I and dedicated to the Virgin may possibly be the answer, but for the 
moment the date and circumstances of the issue of the coin must be left an open question. 7 
All one can say is that it probably belongs to the later years of the reign. 























in design and were the only one of the three types to be imitated under Constantine VII, 
notably on a ceremonial issue of Christopher which can be assigned to 921 (below, 
PI. xxxvm.24), should almost certainly be placed last, but it is difficult to establish the 
order of the other two classes. Both are identical with types issued under Basil I, and it 
seems most natural to put first the type with Leo enthroned, which is much rarer than the 
other, on the ground that this continues what appears to be the last of Basil's issues. 
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either way, however, is quite inconclusive, and the sequence given in the catalogue, that 
of a short seated-figure issue followed by much lengthier issues of Leo and Alexander 
and of Leo alone, cannot be regarded as other than hypothetical. The dates proposed 
are based on rough estimates of the comparative rarity of the coins, and not too much 
weight can be attached to them. 

The half folles are a problem to themselves. Their obverse type consists of the two 
busts of Leo and Alexander holding a labarum, but the "busts" are in fact the upper parts 
of two seated figures, like those of Class 2 of the follis; one can sometimes see elements 
of the upper part of the throne to the left or right. On the reverse is an inscription in 
four lines. The reverses are sometimes struck with dies intended for the denomination, 
c. 17 mm. in diameter, but often a follis die has been used instead, the letters being large 
and parts of the inscription consequently off flan. The obverse dies, on the other hand, 
have always been made for the denomination; this is clear from the position at which 
the inscription begins and the fact that the seated figures ordinarily wear a traditional 
loros, while on the corresponding folles they always wear a modified one. The untidy 
fabric and inferior design of the coins suggest that they are from a provincial mint, though 
Wroth treated them as Constantinopolitan. Mr. Bellinger, in the first draft of this Catalogue, 
classified them as provincial, and I was originally of the same opinion. The fact that some 
of them were struck with follis reverse dies seems to rule this out, and I would now treat 
them as Constantinopolitan, though the work of less skilful craftsmen than were employed 
for the folles. 

The coinage of Cherson under Leo VI is interesting mainly because it saw the introduc¬ 
tion of a type with facing bust, presumably suggested by the unusual solidus type from 
Constantinople, which was to continue into the reign of Constantine VII. There are coins 
with the first two letters of Leo’s own name (A€) and with the initials of Leo and Alexander 
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LEO VI - CONSTANTINOPLE - SOLIDUS - MILIARESION 



AT 4.18 | 20 / 

A' P 3.92 21 \ 
| worn and | 
plugged 



MILIARESION 
Class I 
Leo VI alone 


i 


+L6WH 

enx-coev 

SSbHSbASI 

L6VSRU 

mAicon 

Three borders of 
dots, the central one 
ornamented with 
j eight globules 
*3.1 At 3.00 24 / \ 

pierced 

*3.2 At 2.88 ! 24 / 

3.3 At 2.76 23 / j 

3.4 At 2.65 25 / I 

3.5 At 2.49 | 23t|_ 



Egger 17. xu. 12 
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Class II 


Leo VI and Constantine VII 
+L60T1C6 Same inscr. and type 908-912 
COTlSTAnTI 

n'enxwev 

SebISbASI ; 

LI'ROm' 

Three borders of 
dots, the central one 
ornamented with 
eight globules 

4.1 |iR 2.96 25 /> 

4.2 \JR 2.94 24 f 

•4.3 \JR 2.87 25 / 

4.4 Lr 2.83 24 / 

4.5 .R 2.72 24 \ 

4.6 Lft 2.68 26 / 

4.7 Lr 2.60 24 / 

4.8 j£t 2.52 25 f 

chipped 


COPPER 
Class 1 


Leo VI alone 

+L€OObA SILCVSR | +L€On 886-912 

om’ * | eneeobA 

Leo VI, with short SILCVSR 

beard, seated facing OIT1COT1 

on lyre-backed 
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LE 8.98 I 26 / | 

LE 7.75 26 i '■ 

liE 7.36 26 i ' 

Le 6.65 26 \ i 

LE 6.42 26 / j 

Le 6.38 26 \ 

LE 6.30 26 \ j 

Le 6.01 25 4 I 


I To 1., figure of 
! Leo VI, with short 
beard; to r., shorter 
figure of Alexander, 
beardless. Both 
seated facing on 

wearing modified 
i loros and crown with 
i cross. Between them 
I they hold labarum 

1 holds akakia in 1. 
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No. | ^tal 

dSpo- Obverse 


-- 

6.1 

k 

9.03 

25 



886-912 

6.2 

\JE 

8.92 

27 

\ 



*6.3 

\JE 

8.39 

28 

i \ 



6.4 

iiE 

8.13 

26 




6.5 

iE 

8.09 

26 

\ | 



6.6 

JE 

7.89 

27 

i ■' 



*6.7 

\jE 

7.69 





6.8 

JE 

7.53 

27 




6.9 

Al 

7.34 

26 




6.10 

JE 

7 24 

26 

\ 



6.11 

k 

6.94 

27 

\ 



6.12 

i JE 

6.88 

27 

\ 



6.13 

\jE 

6.77 

26 




6.14 

\jE 

6.71 

27 

\ 



6.15 

■JE 

6.54 

25 

\ 



6.16 

[JE 

6.49 

25 

l 



6.17 

\JE 

6.32 

27 

\ 



*6.18 

\JE 

6.07 

26 

/ \ O' for 6 



6.19 

\JE 

6.03 

26 

\ 1 



6.20 

\JE 

5.85 

27 




*6.21 

1 JE 

5.69 

26 

\ 



6.22 

\/E 

5.29 

26 




6.23 

\JE 

4.96 

25 

l 1 




6.1-2 Whittemore 

W. 11-12, R. 1875 
6.3 Peirce 1948 

6.9-11 Whittemore y 

6.12-13 Schindler 1960 

6.15 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

6.18 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 
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Inscription 
To 1., seated bust 
Leo VI facing, wit 


(a) Figures wear traditional loros 
*7a.l I* 3.98 ,19 l +[ ]0T1SAL€ Top of j 


Follis die, all lines 
I incomplete 
Follis die, all lines 
incomplete 


Bust of Leo VI with 
short beard, facing, 


S. vi. 22 
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8.8 Schindler 1960 

8.15 Schindler 1960 

8.23 Peirce 1948 

8.24 Whittemore 












: - CONSTANTINOPLE, CHERSON - /E 


521 






vizantiiskiya moneti," Tru 

Swiss Collection 1956 
Schindler 1960 from Egger 
Peirce 1948 
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Class 2 


I 

Bust of Leo VI i Patriarchal cross. j 886-912 

bearded, facing. To 1., A To r., 6 

wearing chlamys and 

In 1. hand, akakia 

*10.1 LE 3.11 j 16 -f 

10.2 UE 2.51 | 18 f | 

chipped 


Leo VI and Alexander 
Class 5 

I A A Cross on base and 

| two steps with 
crosslets at 
! extremities. To 1. 

I and r., pellet 

*11 * 3.06 17 t 

j Patriarchal cross. I Same 
I To L, A To r., A 
*12.1 Le 3.33 | 19 / I 

*12.2 Le 3.20 18 t | 

*12.3 Le 2.85 16 t | Plain cross, one step 

_I_|°nly_ 


10.1 Peirce 1948 

W. p. 448, R. —. Or. 24 

10.2 Schindler 1960 from Egger 1916 

11 Swiss Collection 1956 

W. 17. R. —. Or. 27-8 

12.1 Whittemore 

12.2 Peirce 1948 






ALEXANDER 
It May 912 - 6 June 913 
Nominally since Sept./Nov. 879 
Colleague: Constantine VII 

On Leo Vi’s death Alexander was left as senior Augustus, his nephew Constantine 
being a boy of seven. The reign, happily for the Empire, was to be a short one. For nearly 
forty years Alexander had been kept in the background, devoting his time to hunting, 
debauchery, and detesting his brother. Now that he was in a position to have his revenge 
he seized the opportunity with both hands. Leo Vi's advisers and officials, from the 
patriarch downward, lost their positions. The Empress Zoe was expelled from the palace 
and forced to become a nun. Alexander is reputed to have seriously considered deposing 
and mutilating his nephew, replacing him as co-emperor by one of his favorites. But 
before anything came of this scheme he broke a blood vessel, as a result of playing a ball 
game too violently on top of a heavy meal, and died two days afterward, on Sunday, 
6 July 913. 1 His final act of spite, on his deathbed, was to set up a Council of Regency 
for Constantine from which the boy’s mother was pointedly excluded. 

Alexander’s coins are extremely rare. No copper of Constantinople is known at all, 
though it is difficult to believe that no coins were struck, and only two specimens of his 
miliaresion and about a dozen solidi have been recorded. They are nonetheless of 
considerable importance. Alexander was the first emperor to use a full-length representa¬ 
tion of an imperial coronation as a coin type, and the first to have an effigy of a saint 
(St. Alexander), other than the Virgin, on his coins. He was the first to modify the tradi¬ 
tional pattern of the miliaresion; the medallion with the bust of Christ which he placed 
at the intersection of the arms of the cross was the forerunner of those in which later 
emperors inserted their own effigies. Finally, Alexander was the first to use on the coins 
the title of autocrator reserved for the senior emperor, a position which for he had had to 
wait for so long. None of his coins makes any allusion to the existence of Constantine VII. 

1 Theoph. Cont., Bonn el!., 380. 
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SOLIDUS 


Class I (pattern) 

IhSHSX RISCOS j AieXADdROSAVSHS 912-913 
Bust of Christ (Type TOSROITV 
I Vila) facing, bearded, j Bust facing, wearing 
j with cross behind head, chlamys with tablion 
| wearing tunic and | and crown with 

raised in blessing in r. hand, gl. cr. 
j sling of cloak, book 
held (from beneath) 


-HhSXRSRCX RCWA 

nriHm 

Christ seated (Type Ic) 
facing, bearded, on 
wide lyre-backed 

and himation, r. 
hand raised outwards 
in blessing, book 
resting on 1. knee 


+AL€XATld ROSAVS 

HsrosRonr 

To 1., Alexander 
standing facing, 
bearded, wearing 
crown with cross and 
loros with fringed 
end passing over r. 
arm and ornamented 
by Hi In r. hand, gl. 
cr.; 1. hand extended. 
To r., St. Alexander 

bearded, bareheaded 
and barefooted, 


himation. In 1. hand, 
cross; with r. hand 
places crown on head 





CONSTANTINE VII Porphyrogenitus' 

6 June 913 - 9 November 959 
Formally Augustus from 15 May 908 
Colleagues: Zoe, his mother (Regent February 914 - March 919) 

Romanus I Lecapenus (17 December 920 - 16 December 944) 
Christopher (20 May 921 - August 931) 

Constantine } (25 December 924 " 27 January 945) 

Romanus II (6 April 945 onward) 

The coinage of Constantine VII’s long reign, which is varied and for the most part 
common, can be understood only in the light of the dynastic complications created by 
the rise of Romanus Lecapenus. Constantine was only an infant when his uncle Alexander 
died, so that a regency was inevitable. He had not quite attained his legal majority when 
power was seized by Romanus Lecapenus, the admiral of the fleet, who married him to 
his daughter Helena and had himself crowned co-Augustus. Constantine's poor health, 
retiring disposition, and scholarly and artistic preoccupations made it an easy matter for 
Romanus to push him aside and promote his own family. His eldest son Christopher was 
added as co-Augustus in 921 and two further sons, Stephen and Constantine, were crowned 
in 924. Christopher died in 931, to his father’s intense grief. We are told that he shed 
floods of tears "like the Egyptians" after the death of their firstborn, and during the 
thirties he devoted himself more and more to religion, evidently caring little for the 
future of his younger sons. The natural result was that Stephen and Constantine conspired 
against their father and deposed him (December 944), only to be themselves overthrown, 
a month later, by a dynastic reaction in favor of Constantine VII. Finally, after a brief 
period of sole rule, Constantine raised his own son Romanus II to imperial rank, and the 
two were nominal colleagues down to 959. 

This pattern of dynastic change was further complicated by the maneuverings for 
precedence between the members of the Lecapenus family and the unhappy Constan¬ 
tine VII. These are known to us both from the chroniclers and from the formulae of legal 

of Leo Grammaticus, the chronicle known as Theophanes Continuatus, etc. In the paragraphs that 
follow only a single reference is normally given for each event, since although the chronicles may 
vary slightly in their wording and degree of detail they usually go back to a common source. 
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documents; they are also in part reflected in the coinage, though not to the extent that 
some scholars have assumed. The numismatic evidence is in fact difficult to interpret, 
for the solidi, miliaresia, and folles were not regarded as coins of equal importance and 
were used for purposes of dynastic propaganda in different ways. In addition to the regular 
denominations, account must be taken of a number of patterns, in silver or copper, of 
coins that were never formally struck. The sequence and occasions of issue are difficult 
to make out, and despite the analysis of the coinage by Wroth and subsequent studies 
by Goodacre and Bellinger 2 there are a number of points which still require discussion. 

The chief events of the reign, in so far as they are likely to have affected the coinage, 
may be summarized as follows: 


913, 6 June 

914, February 

919, 25 March 
4 May 

920, August 

24 September 
17 December 


Death of Alexander, who had appointed a board of seven regents, 
presided over by the Patriarch Nicholas Mysticus. 2 The Empress 
Zoe is expelled from the palace and compelled to take the veil. 4 
Zoe recovers the regency "after eight months," 5 and continues to 
exercise it, under ever-increasing difficulties, to 919. The rivals for 
power were by then Leo Phocas, commander of the army, and 
Komanus Lecapenus, admiral of the fleet. 

the Palace Guard. 2 

Romanus consolidates his position by marrying his daughter 
thereby the title Basileopator. 7 

Zoe finally relegated to a monastery on the charge of having 
conspired to poison Romanus. 8 

Romanus crowned Augustus. 10 
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CONSTANTINE VII 

921, 6 January Romanus crowns his wife Theodora as Augusta. 11 

March (?) On the pretext of Constantine’s poor health and in the hope of 

stifling conspiracies in the boy’s favor, Romanus formally gives 
himself precedence over his nominal colleague. 12 

20 May Romanus' son Christopher, who was fully adult—he had succeeded 

his father as Commander of the Palace Guard in 919 and had a 
daughter of marriagable age in 927—crowned Augustus by Con¬ 
stantine VII “ 

921/924 Two chrysobulls known to us from an eleventh-century reference, 

and presumably antedating the coronation of Stephen and Con¬ 
stantine Lecapenus, since they do not mention them, give the 
order of precedence as Romanus-Christopher-Constantine. 11 

922, April A novel of this date gives the order of precedence as Romanus- 

Constantine-Christopher. 15 

924, 25 December Stephen and Constantine crowned co-Augusti by their father 
Romanus. 1 * 

927 Christopher’s daughter Maria marries the Bulgarian Tsar Peter, 

who took umbrage at the fact that his father-in-law should be 
"third and most junior" in the imperial triumvirate and demanded 
that Christopher be promoted above Constantine. 11 

931, August Death of Christopher. 18 

943 Romanus in his will formally lays down that Constantine VII is 

to retain precedence over his own two sons. 1 * 

944, 20 December Romanus deposed by his sons, exiled to Prote, and tonsured. 28 

945, 27 January Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus overthrown by Constan¬ 

tine VII, tonsured, and sent to join their father in exile. 21 

“ mi. P 400-t. 
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6 April Romanus II, Constantine’s son by Helena and a boy of six, 

crowned co-Augustus by his father on Easter Day.** 

959, 9 (?) November Death of Constantine VII.* 3 

It is into this complicated pattern of events that the coinage of Constantine’s reign 
has to be fitted. Before setting out the arrangement followed in the catalogue, some 
comment on various general topics is required. 

Patterns and. degrees of rarity. The gold and silver coins vary enormously in rarity from 
one issue to another. These variations are helpful in dating the coins, but they have to 
be treated with some circumspection. A coin which is today common and in which die- 
linkages are rare must have been struck over a fairly long period of time. On the other 
hand, it is quite possible to have several rare types struck in a very short period of time, 
particularly where pattern coins are involved, the mint trying several experiments before 
a type received official approval. This happened in 921, in 931, and again in 945, when 
the coronations of Romanus I and Christopher, the death of Christopher, and the downfall 
of the Lecapeni, followed by the coronation of Romanus II, resulted in a very rapid 

Whether the unusual profusion of patterns and ceremonial issues was in part due to 
a personal interest in the coinage on the part of Constantine VII is a question we cannot 
answer. The emperor’s love of art and his interest in the technical processes involved is 
vouched for in a famous passage by a contemporary writer. 34 But Constantine’s portrait 
coins of 945 were preceded by Romanus I’s equally remarkable gold and silver patterns 
of 931, and indeed by several unusual and striking coin designs of the reigns of Leo VI 
and Alexander. While not denying the possibility of Constantine's intervention, it seems 
best to attribute the high quality of several of the issues of his reign to the general cultural 
revival of the period, in which the artists and engravers at the mint no doubt played a part. 

Protocol. The relative seniority of imperial colleagues could be shown in various ways: 
by the order of names in the inscriptions, by the arrangement of the imperial effigies, 
and by the presence or absence of a beard. On the coinage of Constantine VII’s reign 
these indications are sometimes very irregularly used. On the solidi of Class VIII the order 
given by the inscription (Romanus, Constantine, Christopher) contradicts that of the 
type (Romanus, Christopher, Constantine), presumably so that Christopher’s name should 
come above his standing figure. Logically this should also have involved an inversion of 
the names of Romanus and Constantine, but Romanus preferred to have his name first 








regarding it as without significance.” In other reigns it was certainly a matter of in¬ 
difference whether the senior emperor's hand was placed above or below that of his 
colleague 28 . 

Inscriptions and lettering. The content of the inscriptions requires little comment. 
Autocrator is used on Class I of the miliaresion and Classes XII and XIII of the solidus, 
but it was a part of the official title of a senior emperor and had already been used on the 
silver of Alexander. Porpkyrogenilus is used by Constantine VII on Class VI of the 
miliaresion, evidently to emphasize the legitimate nature of his rule after the usurpation 
of the Lecapenus family. AHII had come back into favor under Basil I and Leo VI, but 
is used with greater regularity under Constantine VII. 

Epigraphical changes are of greater significance. On coins of all denominations there is 
a tendency for the letters to decrease in size, and in the gold, where they were small to 
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On coins of Constantine and Zoe, which date from between 914 and 919, and on some of 
those of Constantine and Romanus I, which can be dated to 921, the letters are large 
and reasonably well cut, and though the technique is sometimes curious, 119 it only continues 
that of previous reigns. On coins of Romanus I and Christopher, which belong to the 
decade 921-31, there is a transition from large to small lettering. On coins of Constan¬ 
tine VII and Romanus II, which belong to the last fourteen years of the reign, this 
contraction in size becomes very marked, the letters on the latest coins having been made 
with two or three small punches, so that they often do not have any recognizable form 
at all. The evolution is important for the dating of Class X of the solidi with the standing 
figures of Constantine and Romanus I. It shows that this must date from 931-44, and 
not 920-1, despite the contradiction which this creates between the coins and the written 
records over the relative position of the two colleagues. 

Portraiture. Most of the coins of Constantine VII’s reign have purely conventional 
portraits. The faces are sometimes triangular, sometimes long and pointed, but in either 
case they lack any individual features. The beards used to distinguish senior emperors 
from their junior colleagues are shown by thickened lines round the edges of the face, 
while the accompanying mustaches are short horizontal lines above the mouth. Leo Vi's 
characterized portraiture, however, was imitated from time to time, most conspicuously 
on the solidi of Constantine VII struck in 945 but also on the folles of Romanus I and 
on this ruler's pattern solidi and miliaresia of 931. 

The splendid portrait of Constantine VII, with its long, thin features and thoughtful, 
almost sad, expression, is the outstanding achievement of tenth-century coinage. 30 That 
it is a true likeness of the emperor is apparent from its resemblance to the portrait of 
Constantine on a famous ivory in Moscow 31 and on a not less remarkable ivory in the 
Dumbarton Oaks Collection." Blanchet suggested that the bearded head might have 
been suggested by the face of Christ on the Mandylion, the portrait "not made with hands” 
which was acquired by the emperor in 944 and which from early times had been the 
chief treasure of the Church of Edessa, but while this is unlikely—the faces are very 
different—it seems clear that Constantine's portrait served as the model for that of 
King Abgar of Edessa, to whom it was believed that the Mandylion had originally been 
sent, on an icon from Mount Sinai." 

The portraits of Romanus I are two in number. The earlier is that on his folles, which 
were struck from 921 onward. The face is broad, with a short nose, a short rounded beard, 


19 E.g., the way in which the letter O is made by two pellets punched at the top and bottom and 
joined by curved lines cut with a graver, that in which the loops of the R and b take the form of 


simple pellets, etc. See Introduction, p. 185. 



33 K. Wcitzmann, Catalogue of the Byzantine and Early Mediaeval Antiquities in the Dumbarton 
Oahs Collection . III. Ivories and Steatites (Washington, D.C., 1972J, No. 25, pp. 58-60. 

( = Annuaire de I'Institut de fhilologie el d'histoire orientates et slaves [Brussels, 1949]). 97-104; 

K. Wcitzmann, "The Mandylion and Constantine Porphyrogcnnctus," Cahiers archtologiques, 11 


(1960). 
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rather prominent eyes, a mustache with drooping ends, and a grave and rather stern 
expression. It is quite different from the stereotyped representation of the emperor on 
the gold of the same period, though it resembles that of the standing representation of 
Romanus on the coins of Class VIII. The other portrait is much more impressive: the 
beard is long, curling, and divided at the ends, the eyes wide apart, the features more 
deeply marked, the face older, the general effect one of mingled sternness and benignity. 
The largest representation in the coinage is on pattern miliaresia of Class IV, which are 
best assigned to 931, when Romanus was probably in his sixties,but there is a rather 
smaller one on the pattern solidus of Class IX of the same year, when he appears side by 
side with Constantine VII, and a tiny one on the medallion at the intersection of the arms 
of the cross on the miliaresia of Class V, struck between 931 and 944. The same portrait 
is also used on a seal in the Whittemore Collection at the Fogg Art Museum in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.” The emperor is there flanked by the much smaller and purely con¬ 
ventional effigies of Constantine VII and Stephen,” the omission of Christopher confirming 
the date 931 to which the pattern miliaresion and solidus are best assigned. 

Simultaneous issues or sequences? One generally assumes, in dealing with Byzantine 
coins, that issues would have followed each other in succession, and that the same mint 
would not have struck coins of different types, or with the names and effigies of the same 
emperors differently arranged, at the same time. This is a good working rule, but some 
features of Constantine VII’s coinage suggest that where pairs of types are closely related 
to each other they may have been issued not consecutively but simultaneously, either 
to gratify the amour-propre of one or another of the various co-emperors or for some other 
reason we cannot now hope to discover. Class III of the solidus would thus pair with 
Class IV, both of them being coins of Constantine VII and Romanus I, despite the change 
in the position and costume of the junior emperor, and Class V with Class VI, both of 
these being coins of Constantine VII, Romanus I, and Christopher. Such duplicating 
coinages are of occasional occurrence in numismatics—one may cite the coexistence of 
English and Scottish varieties of shilling in mid-twentieth-century Britain—and if similar 
arrangements could be postulated for tenth-century Byzantium one could better under¬ 
stand how several related classes of solidus seem to have been struck during quite short 
periods of time. 

In only one of its many aspects does the coinage of Constantine VII’s reign present no 
serious problems. There appear to have been no more than two mints, Constantinople 
and Cherson, and there is no difficulty in distinguishing between their products. There 
are also no fractional gold, silver, or copper coins; one has, in each metal, only a single 
denomination to deal with. 
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gold coinage. There are no solidi attributable to the period of the regency council 
headed by Nicholas Mysticus, but apart from this there are some dating from every 
period of the reign. The activity of the mint, however, was very irregular, solidi of Con¬ 
stantine’s minority (914-21) being extremely rare, while those of Romanus I and Christo¬ 
pher (5)21-31) are amongst the commonest in the whole Byzantine series. The coinage 
can be divided into twelve classes, but patterns in other metals are known for at least 
three more and others may yet come to light. Since these patterns are of considerable 
iconographical interest they have been included in the list that follows. The figures in 
parentheses, following the class number, are those of the text of the catalogue. 

Class I (No. 1). 914. Pattern only. Obv. Bust of the Virgin. Rev. Busts of Con¬ 
stantine and Zoe. 

This remarkable coin, described in more detail on p. 541, was published by Veglery 
and Zacos. 37 It represents the first use on Byzantine coinage ol an effigy of the Virgin 
holding a medallion of Christ, differing in this respect from the bust of the Virgin on 
solidi of Leo VI, and the inscription reads from the obverse to the reverse of the coin. 
But the design was evidently not approved, and the solidi of Zoe's regency were those 
of Class II. 

Class II (No. 2). 914-919. Obv. Seated figure of Christ, as on coins of Basil II. 
Rev. Busts of Constantine and Zoe. 

The obverse type reverts to the design introduced by Basil II, representing the icon 
above the emperor’s throne in the Chrysotriclinos. The coin is extremely rare, and one 
cannot exclude the possibility of its having been struck for only a brief period in 914, 
the issue of gold being then suspended until the 920’s. 

Class III (No. 3). 920-921. Obv. Seated Christ, as previous type. Rev. Busts of 
Constantine VII (beardless) and Romanus I (bearded), in that order. 

The large lettering and the fact that Constantine is beardless and Romanus bearded 
show that this issue, which is very rare, represents Constantine VII and Romanus I. 
The two figures are the same size, this representing a concession on the part of Romanus. 
who had yet to consolidate his position in relation to his youthful colleague. The coin 
must have been struck during the winter of 920/1, before Romanus formally displaced 
Constantine as senior Augustus. 

Class IV (No. 4). 921. Type as last, but the positions of Constantine and Romanus 
are reversed, and Constantine, who is shown as smaller than his colleague, wears a chlamys 
instead of a loros. 

The large lettering shows the approximate date of this issue, which must have been 
struck before the association of Christopher on the throne, i.e., before May 921. Like 
Class III, it is very rare, having been issued for two or three months at most. 

37 A. Veglery and G. Zacos, "A Unique Silver Coin of Constantine VII,” N.Circ., 64 (1956), 379-80, 
472. They subsequently published two broken lead "strikes," apparently from different dies, of the 
same type ("More About the Silver Coin of Constantine VII," ibid.. 65 (1957], 195-6). It is difficult 

general appearance of lead seals, but there is no hole through them, as there would be if they were 
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Class V (No. 5). 921. Obv. Romanus I crowned by Christ. Rev. Busts of Christopher 
(bearded) and Constantine (smaller and beardless), in that order. 

The large lettering places this class very early in the reign of Christopher. This excludes 
the possibility of its having been issued after a change in Christopher’s status had been 
effected in 927. Since it shows Constantine as beardless in relation to Christopher, it 
must be earlier than Class VI. It is also of extreme rarity. The most probable explanation 
of it is that Christopher on his coronation was given precedence over Constantine, but 
that this aroused so much disapproval that their relative positions had to be reversed. 

Class VI (No. 6). 921. Obv. As last. Rev. Busts of Constantine and Christopher, 
in that order, both bearded and equal in size to each other. 

The fact that both figures are shown bearded is sufficient in itself to show this issue 
to be abnormal in character. It must be interpreted as a compromise arrived at in a very 
difficult situation. Specimens are very rare, only a little less rare than are those of Class V, 
and the period of issue must have been very brief. 

Class VII (No. 7). 921-931. Obv. Seated Christ, as on Classes II-IV. Rev. Busts 
of Romanus I (bearded) and Christopher (smaller and beardless) in that order. 

The dispute over precedence between Constantine and Christopher was solved by the 
introduction of this class, which excluded Constantine from the gold coinage altogether 
and left only Romanus and Christopher, regarding whose mutual relationship no doubt 
could arise. This explains why Christopher is shown as beardless. The coins are exceedingly 
common and vary a good deal in appearance; on the earliest ones the lettering and the 
heads of the emperors are large, on the latest ones they are small. 

Class VIII (No. 8). c.930. Obv. Seated Christ, of the type used on solidi of Leo VI 
with Constantine VII. Rev. Inscription giving the order of precedence Romanus I, 
Constantine VII, and Christopher, but type showing Romanus standing and the half- 
length figures of his colleagues, with the order of precedence Romanus (in the center, 
large, bearded), Christopher (to the right, bearded), and Constantine (to the left, beardless, 
and smaller than Christopher). 

This issue is very rare, and its unusual type shows that it must have been issued on 
some special occasion. This is also indicated by its revival of an obverse type used on an 
equally decorative coin of Leo VI. The small lettering puts it late in Christopher's reign, 
but the occasion of its issue is unknown and the order of precedence, as between Christopher 
and Constantine, is deliberately left ambiguous. It is probably too late to be connected 
with the marriage of Christopher’s daughter to the Bulgarian tsar in 927. 

Class IX (No. 9). 931. Pattern only. Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Busts of Romanus I 
and Constantine VII in that order, Romanus having a long forked beard and Constantine 
being smaller and beardless. 

The lettering shows that this coin belongs to the 930’s, and it is natural to associate 
it with the redesigning of the coinage after the death of Christopher. There is a similar 
bust of Romanus on the pattern miliaresion assignable to the same occasion, the two 
denominations being also linked by their conspicuous border of globules. 

Class X (No. 10). 931-944. Obv. Seated Christ, as on Class VIII but with hand 
turned inward. Rev. Standing figures of Constantine VII (beardless) and Romanus I 
(bearded), in that order, though Constantine is the smaller of the two. 
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This class had been a source of great difficulty, for the order of precedence would point 
to an early date and both Wroth and Bellinger assign it to the period before Christopher's 
coronation, i.e., to 920-1. The numismatic evidence, on the other hand, makes any date 
earlier than the 930's out of the question; the lettering is small, the coinage—the issue is 
fairly common—fills an otherwise inexplicable gap in minting between 931 and 944, and 
the seated Christ gives every appearance of being later than the still clumsy effigy employed 
on the coins of Class VIII. The objections to assigning the coin to the 930's are historical; 
our written records show that in this period Romanus, as was natural, took precedence 
over Constantine. But they equally admit that Romanus, more and more immersed in 
religion and with his spirit broken by Christopher's death, was dejected over the wrong 
he felt he had done Constantine and was anxious to make amends. It is also clear that the 
coinage could tolerate ambiguities, as on the solidi of Class VIII. I would therefore give 
preference to the numismatic evidence, as against that of the written sources, in dating 
the coins, and assign this issue to 931-44. 

Class XI (No. 11). 945. Pattern only. Obv. Bust of Christ Pantocrator. Rev. 
Portrait bust of Constantine VII, with long beard, wearing chlamys and holding a globus 
surmounted by a patriarchal cross. 

There is general agreement that the solidi showing a likeness of Constantine, with long 
beard, belong to the few months of his sole reign in 945, though, since one variety is 
moderately common, it may have carried on a little longer; there is no need to suppose 
that the coinage of Constantine VII and Romanus II started immediately upon the 
latter’s coronation. Class XI is known only as a pattern, represented by a single specimen 
at Leningrad. Constantine’s costume is modeled very closely on the comparable coin of 
Leo VI, but his crown, unlike that of Leo, is furnished with pendilia. 

Class XII (No. 12). 945. Similar, but Constantine wears a modified loros of square 
pattern and holds an akakia in his left hand. 

The only specimen of this which is known to me is that catalogued below. No. 12. 
It evidently represents one of several designs produced for Constantine's portrait 
coinage. 

Class XIII (No. 13). 945. As Class XII, but Constantine’s left hand is not shown, 
so that there is no akakia. The cross on the nimbus of Christ is decorated with pellets, 
while on Class XII it had been plain. 

The type represents the main issue of Constantine's sole reign. 

Class XIV (No. 14). 945. Obv. Seated Christ, as on Class X. Rev. Busts of Con¬ 
stantine VII (bearded) and Romanus II (smaller and beardless) in that order. 

This class has been the cause of quite unnecessary confusion. Wroth (No. 8), Goodacre 
(No. 5), and Bellinger (No. 7) all assign it to Constantine VII and Romanus I, despite the 
fact that Constantine is bearded and Romanus beardless and that the type of seated 
Christ used on this coin belongs to the later years of the reign. The small lettering is in 
any case decisive for the period of issue. The type is very rare, and must represent a short¬ 
lived trial issue almost immediately replaced by that with a bust of Christ. 

Class XV (No. 15). 945-959. Obv. Bust of Christ Pantocrator. Rev. As last. 

These extremely common coins represent the last issue of the reign, covering the years 
945-59. The design is extremely uniform. The cross in Christ’s nimbus has usually three 
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pellets in each arm, but sometimes there are only two; the arms of the cross may also 
be marked by double lines instead of single ones. These details do not seem to be linked 
with changes in the sizes of the busts of the emperors or to have any chronological sig¬ 
nificance. 

SILVER COINAGE 

Class I (No. 16). 914-921. Obv. Inscription with name of Constantine only. Rev. 
Usual inscription and type (cross potent on base, steps, and globe). 

These coins are very rare, and like the gold of Constantine VII and Zoe can represent 
only a meager issue. Wroth did not know of their existence. Bellinger (No. 21) would 
date them 945, partly because they give Constantine the title autocrator, as does the gold 
of that year, partly on the ground that Constantine would have wished to celebrate his 
release from dependency on the Lecapeni in 945 by producing coins in all metals. Against 
this are (a) their large lettering, (b) their reverse type, which has the cross of traditional 
pattern used up to 931 and not thereafter, and (c) the absence of globules from the circles 

remaining a feature of the miliaresion down to the death of John Zimisces in 976. The title 
autocrator on early coins is easily explained, for it simply continued that used on the 
miliaresia of Alexander. I would therefore assign the coins to the period 914-21, without 
attempting to say at what moment in these seven years they were struck. It is unlikely 
that they belong to 913/14, since for the period before Zoe's regency no other coins are 
known. They may have been limited to 920/1, after the empress' downfall, but since no 
miliaresia in the joint names of Constantine and Zoe are known, it is best to leave the 
matter open. They may have been struck during the regency even though they do not 
bear Zoe's name. 

Class II (No. 17). 921-931. Obv. Inscription with names of Romanus, Constantine, 
and Christopher, in that order. Rev. Usual inscription and type. 

Class III (No. 18). 921-931. As Class II, but the order of emperors is Romanus, 
Christopher, and Constantine. 

As long as Christopher was alive the names of Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus 
were not placed on the miliaresia, so the coins of Classes II and III must be spread over 
the whole decade 921-31. Whether they represent successive or simultaneous issues is 
impossible to say. 

Class IV (No. 19). 931. Patterns only. Obv. Inscription and portrait bust of 
Romanus I. Rev. Usual inscription, but the cross has been modified by the insertion of 
an X at the intersection of the arms and there are two symbols (X) in the field. 

Two strikes in copper of this coin exist, one in the British Museum and the other at 
Leningrad. Wroth described it as a bronze coin, but the type justifies our treating it as 
a pattern miliaresion. The use of portraiture (as on the pattern solidus of Class IX, to 
which it is also linked by the border of pellets), the small lettering, and the modified 
reverse type prevent us placing the coin early in Romanus’ reign (921), and a change in 
the miliaresion was made necessary in 931 by Christopher’s death. But so drastic a 
redesigning of the obverse was found to be unacceptable, and the main issue actually 
inaugurated in 931 was Class V. 
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Class V (No. 20}. 931-944. Obv. Inscription with the names of Romanus, Con¬ 
stantine (VII), Stephen, and Constantine (Lecapenus), in that order. Rev. Usual inscrip¬ 
tion, but the type is modified (a) by the insertion of a medallion with a portrait bust of 
Romanus I at the intersection of the cross-arms, (b) by the insertion of the letters 
RtiimA in the field, (c) by the substitution of a cross of five pellets for the traditional 
globule below the steps of the cross, and (d) by the insertion of four globules in the borders 
of dots and of ornaments above and beneath the obverse inscription. 

These coins are very common, and their date requires no discussion. They represent a 
compromise between the traditional pattern of the miliaresion, as it had existed for over 
two centuries, and the revolutionary design of Class IV. The placing of the emperor’s 
bust in a medallion on the cross was suggested by the similar design, with a bust of Christ, 
on the miliaresion of Alexander. 

Class VI (No. 21). 945-959. Obv. Inscription with the names of Constantine and 
Romanus, in that order. Rev. Usual inscription, but the traditional cross potent has been 
transformed into a cross crosslet, with an X at the intersection, and there are sixteen 
globules on the outer border. 

There are no miliaresia attributable to the joint reign of Constantine VII, Stephen, 
and Constantine Lecapenus, or to the almost equally brief one of Constantine VII alone. 
The coins of Constantine VII and Romanus II are extremely common, and were probably 
issued over the whole period 945-59. The small lettering and the redesigned cross on the 
reverse make it clear that they belong to the period of Romanus II, not that of Romanus I. 
They are the only coins of the reign on which Constantine VII is given the title of 
porphyrogenitus, here used on Byzantine coinage for the first time. 

copper coinage The folles form a pattern quite different from that of the miliaresia. 

Class 1 (No. 22). 914-919. Obv. Busts of Constantine and Zoe. Rev. Inscription 
with the names of Constantine and Zoe. 

These coins are common and were evidently struck throughout the period of Zoe's 
regency. Constantine has the place of honor, but since he was only a child he is shown 
much smaller than his mother. 

Class 2 (No. 23). 920-931. Obv. Bust of Constantine VII (beardless). Rev. Inscrip¬ 
tion with the name of Constantine. 

That this issue belongs to the early part of the reign is shown by the youthful and 
beardless bust of Constantine and the fact that coins of Class 3 are sometimes overstruck 
on it. Wroth attributes it to 919-21 (?), Bellinger (No. 5) to 919, but it is too common 
to have been limited to such short periods of time. It was more probably struck over 
the whole period 920-31, thus giving Constantine some role in the coinage during the 
ascendancy of Romanus and Christopher, and only displaced by Class 3 when Romanus 
introduced his own bust on the silver and restored to Constantine a place on the gold. 

Class 3 (No. 24). 921. Obv. Bust of Christopher. Rev. Inscription with the name of 
Christopher. 

This is known in only a single specimen, and must be construed as a ceremonial issue 
on the occasion of Christopher’s coronation. The type is copied from one of those struck 
by Leo VI. Some scholars, judging it from the illustration published by Bellinger, have 
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expressed the view that it is a coin of this emperor with the inscriptions skillfully recut, 
but the profusion of unusual issues which characterize Constantine VII's reign inclines 
one to accept it as authentic. 

Class 4 (No. 25). 931-944. Obv. Bust of Romanus I. Rev. Inscription with the 
name of Romanus I. 

This is common, and must have been struck over a substantial period of time. It is 
commonly dated 921-44, but more probably succeeded Class 2 in 931, when a general 
redesigning of the coinage was carried out. The bust is a compromise between the fully 
characterized portrait tried out at that time on the gold and silver and the customary 
conventional portrait of a bearded senior emperor. 

Class 5 (No. 26). 945-c. 950. Obv. Bust of Constantine VII (bearded). Rev. 
Inscription with name of Constantine only. 

These folles differ from the earlier ones of Constantine alone in having an older, bearded 
face, as well as in other small details of costume and insignia. They are normally assigned 
to the few months in 945 when Constantine was sole emperor, but are too common for 
such a short period. There is no need to assume that the next class was introduced 
immediately upon Romanus II’s coronation, for the tradition of the two preceding 
decades had been that of having only a single bust on the follis. It seems likely that 
Class 5 continued to c.9 50—one cannot give an exact date—when it was replaced by 

Class 6 (No. 27). c. 950-959. Obv. Busts of Constantine VII (bearded) and Ro¬ 
manus II (beardless). Rev. Inscription with names of Constantine VII and Romanus II. 

The fact that Constantine is the larger, bearded figure and has the place of honor 
makes it clear that these coins belong to Constantine VII and his son, not to Constan¬ 
tine VII and Romanus I. They are common, and must have been struck for several 
years before 959, but the date of their introduction cannot be determined. 

Cherson 

The coins of Constantine VII’s reign from Cherson are for the most part common, 
but not very easy to date or classify. There appear to be two denominations, a normal 
one of 15-18 mm. diameter and a larger one, issued only under Romanus I, of about 
25 mm. The traditional classification, elaborated by Oreshnikov® on the basis of Sabatier, 
is not very satisfactory, and since the coins are usually found loose and not in hoards 
there is little tangible evidence for attribution and dating. Coins with a bust 88 and coins 
with either one or two letters in the field seem to be early, the letters, where there are 
several, being placed either one above the other or loosely linked together as a monogram. 
Later in the reign there is a preference for cruciform monograms of a type that was to 
continue under Romanus II, Nicephorus II, John I, and Basil II. This is helpful in 
distinguishing coins of Romanus II from those of Romanus I. 


Obshchestva. 3 (1905), 368-72. 

grafika, 5 (1965), 116-20. P ** 
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The classification used here, with Sabatier, Oreshnikov, and Wroth references, is as 

Class 1 (Constantine VII and Zoe). 914-919. Obv. Bust. Rev. Bust. S. xtvn. 3; 
Or. 43; W. p. 467, note 1. 

Sabatier attributed this to Constantine VII and Romanus II, Oreshnikov to Romanus I 
and Christopher. Miss Sokolova quite rightly points out that one of the figures wears 
the characteristic crown of an empress, who can only be Zoe. 

Class 2 (Constantine VII alone). 919-920. Obv. Bust. Rev. KU (vertically). S. xivi. 16; 
Or. 44-6; W. 59. 

Wroth places this in 945—Sabatier and Oreshnikov prefer 944-59—but the use of a 
bust puts it in the early coinage of the reign, presumably 919/20. There are two varieties, 
one without and the other (Or. 46) with two pellets in the reverse field. 

Class 3 (Romanus I alone). 921. Obv. Bust. Rev. Monogram of PWfil. S. xlvii. 7; 
Or. 49-50; W. p. 458, note 1. 

Sabatier, Oreshnikov, and Wroth attribute this to Romanus II, but Miss Sokolova 
points out that the bust—and the vertical arrangement of the monogram—are marks 
of an early date. It is perhaps 921. 

Class 4 (Romanus I and Christopher). 921. Obv. Bust and PO. Rev. Bust and XP. 
S.—;Or. 42; W. p. 461. 

The initials PO and XP in the field leave no doubt of the identification, but the coin 
is very rare and was probably struck only at the time of Christopher's coronation (921). 
Since Christopher's bust has been copied without change from that of Zoe it gives him 
the type of crown, with pinnacles and long pendilia, appropriate to an empress. 

Class 5a (large size). Romanus I alone. 921-944. Obv. Monogram of P6). Rev. Cross 
on steps. S. xlvi. 8; Or. 34-9; W. 30-1. 

Common, and probably struck over the whole period 921-44. The form of the monogram 
varies, the P being sometimes reversed and the (0 cup-shaped, while the reverse type is 
sometimes effaced through incompetent casting. 

Class 5b (small size). Romanus I alone. As last, but small. Rare. 

Class 6 (large size). Romanus I alone. 921-944. Obv. Monogram of POX Rev. 
Monogram of ACn. S. xlvi. 9; Or. 32; W. —. 

This class, with the monogram of Secnrimis accompanying that of Romanus, is much 
rarer than Class 5. Since the monogram of Romanus is badly formed, with i instead 
of £, it is probably late. There is a variety of the monogram on the reverse with a bar 
across the top, making ACnT instead of simply ACn. 40 

Class 7 (Romanus I alone). 921-944. Obv. Monogram PO)ITIA. Rev. Cross on steps. 
S. —; Or. 53; W.—. 

It is difficult to say whether this class belongs to Romanus I or Romanus II. Oreshnikov 
gives it to the latter, but the absence of a clear cross monogram and the unlikelihood of 
several different classes being struck during a reign as short as that of Romanus II, 
for whom no Constantinopolitan folles are known at all, inclines me to Romanus I. 

44 A. V. Oreshnikov. "Khersono-vizantiiskiya moneta Romans I,” Numizmaticheski Sbornik, 1 
(1911), 303-4. 
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Class 8 (RomanusI alone). 921-944. Obv. Monogram of PlOfTlA. Rev. Monogram 
of BA. S. xlvii. 8; Or. 55-6; W. p. 469. 

The same arguments apply. Sabatier and Oreshnikov, followed by Wroth (p. 469), 
ascribe this class to Romanus II, reading the BA of the reverse type as a monogram of 
Basil II. But it is unlikely that Romanus’ provincial coinage would have put Basil’s 
name on the coin, especially without that of Constantine VIII as well, and I prefer to 
follow Burachkov 41 in interpreting BA as basileus and assign the coin to Romanus I. 

Class 9 (Constantine VII alone). 945. Obv. KW vertically. Rev. Cross on steps. 
S.—; Or. 47; W. 58. 

The vertical K(0 would point to this being early in the reign, but since there is no bust 
I prefer to follow Oreshnikov and Wroth in assigning it to 945. Sabatier PI. xlvi. 17 
(p. 128, No. 13 bis) describes a coin combining a bust (instead of K(0) on the obverse with 
a cross-on-steps reverse, but since he omits the type with K(0 obverse and cross-on-steps 
reverse, I suspect that he has inadvertently mixed two different types. 

Class 10 (Constantine VII and Romanus II). 945-959. Obv. Cruciform monogram 
of Constantine. Rev. Cruciform monogram of Romanus. S. xlvii. 2; Or. 48; W. 77-8. 

The cruciform monograms place this at the end of the reign, and there is no problem 
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: - CONSTANTINOPLE - SOLIDUS 


541 



Sir 

Obverse 

Reverse 



Constantinople 



Class I (pattern) 

Bust of the Virgin; 



busts of Constantine and Zoe 



+vnePAnAeeoTO 

coNstAircrcezuH 



KOKCR' 

b'Rorrr 



Bust of the Virgin 

To 1., bust of Con- 



facing, nimbate, 

stantine facing, 



wearing tunic and 

beardless, wearing 



maphorion, holding 

chlamys and crown 



in front medallion of 




Christ with cross 

bust of Zoe facing, 



behind head 

wearing traditional 
loros and crown with 
pendilia, pinnacles, 
and cross. They hold 
between them a 
globus with tall 
patriarchal cross 

JR 4.1 

18 

(Private coll.) 



(1) W. —, T. —, R. — 

Published by A. Veglery and G. Zacos, "A Unique Silver Coin of Constantine VII,” N.Circ., 
64 (1956), 379-80; cf. also p. 472 and vol. 65 (1957), 195-6. The inscription reads continuously 






Class II 

Christ seated (Type la); 
busts of Constantine and Zoe 
I -HhSXPSRCX R&iNA I COtlStAnt'CeZttH I 914-919 
NTIHM * gtlXCOb'R' 

| Christ seated facing, I As last, but the 
bearded, on small I figures hold 
lyre-backed throne, patriarchal cross by I 
wearing tunic and its shaft, Zoe’s hand ! 
himation, r. hand being above Con- 
raised outwards in | stantine’s, and Zoe’s 
blessing, book resting I crown has semi- 
on 1. knee | circular plaques 

instead of pinnacles 

*2.1 AT 4.42 I 21 / 

*2.2 \N 4.36 | 21 /\ Same die as 2.1 [ Same die as 2.1 

| pierced 

Class III 

Christ seated (Type la); 
busts of Constantine and Romanus I 
Same inscr. and type COnSCATlC'CCROITIA j 920-921 
n'AHSVb' 

To 1., bust of Con- j 
stantine VII facing, 
beardless; to r., bust 
of Romanus I facing, j 
bearded. Each wears | 
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Class IV 

Christ seated (Type la); 
busts of Romanus I and Constantine 
I Same inscr. and type | ROTTlATl'eTCOnSTAn 921 
r'AH«'b’ 

To 1., bust of 
j Romanus I facing, 

I traditional loros and 
crown with cross. To 
r., slightly smaller 
! bust of Constan- 
, tine VII facing, 
j beardless, wearing 
! chlamys and crown 

them they hold 
] patriarchal cross 

*4.1 \N 4.39 21 | 

4.2 Lv 4.30 | 21 /\ 

| pierced 
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Class VI 


Romanus crowned by Christ; 
busts of Constantine and Christopher 
Same inscr. and type COnSCATlE'CtXPI j 921 
SZTOF'b'R' 

To 1., bust of Con¬ 
stantine VII facing, 
bearded, wearing 
loros and crown with 

Christopher facing, 
bearded, wearing ; 
chlamys and crown I 
with cross. Between 
them they hold 
patriarchal cross 

•6.2 Lv 4.38 21 *4 
6.3 | AT 4.26 I 20 A 
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Class VII 

Christ seated (Type la); 







busts of Romanus 

and Christopher 







Same inscr. and 

ROTTIAn'GTXPISCO 

921-931 






type as Classes II-IV 

FO'AHqqb' 

To 1., bust of 

Romanus I facing, 
bearded, wearing 








traditional loros and 








crown with cross. To 








r., slightly smaller 








bust of Christopher 








facing, beardless, 








wearing chlamys and 
















Between them they 
hold patriarchal cross 


7.1 

N 

4.48 

21 





7.2 

N 

4.45 

20 

4 





JV 

4.45 

21 






j V 

4.42 

20 

4 


Inscr. reads N'6T:XP 


7.5 


4.41 

20 



Ends AHqqb 


7.6 

AT 

4.41 

20 

4 

Ends w 

Ends FOAHSqi 


7.7 

A' 

4.39 

22 

\ 


As last (diff. die) 


7.8 

A' 

4.38 

21 





7.9 

Af 

4.36 

21 

✓ 




7.10 

AT 

4.35 

21 



Ends AMS5b 


7.11 

N 

4.35 

20 

✓ 


! 



W. 35-38, R. 1892 

7.4 Schindler 1960 from Kallai 30. iii. 15 

7.5 Peirce 1948 from Sofia x. 27 
7.6-9 Whittemore 
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CONSTANTINE VII 


»■ 

W«. 

”2r 

Obverse 

— 

7.12 

A! 

4.34 



Ends AMSR'b 

*7.13 

AT 

4.30 

21 | 


Ends AM55I 

7.14 

N 

4.30 

22 ,/ 



7.15 

A' 

4.29 

21 | 



7.16 

AT 


21 4 

Ends •••■• 

Ends AHRSI 

7.17 

A! 

4.28 

21 4 



7.18 

AT 

4.28 

20 4 


Punctuation with 


pierced 



pellets 

7.19 

AT 



EndsTIHM:-: 

h-omAneixpiso 





Christ beardless 

FOAH55I 

7.20 

N 

4.22 

20 \ 

Class 

VIII 





Christ seated (Type lb); 





Romanus, Christoph 

er, and Constantine 





-HhSXPSR£X R6RNA 

RomArrconsr ec 





NTIMm 

XPISCOF'b'R' 





Christ seated facing, 

In center, Romanus I 





bearded, on wide 

standing facing, 





lyre-backed throne, 

bearded, wearing 





wearing tunic and 

crown with cross and 





himation, r. hand 

traditional loros 





blessing outwards in 

whose fringed end, 





sling of cloak, 1. hand 
holding book (by 

p^oraUm. 






In r. hand, scepter; 






in 1., akakia. To 1., 






half-length figure of 
Constantine VII 






facing, beardless; to 
r., larger half-length 
figure of Christopher 
facing, bearded. Each 






cross and chlamys 






with tablion 
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CONSTANTINE VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - SOLIDUS 


Bust of Christ 
I Pantocrator facing, 

| bearded, with cross 
I nimbus having 
pellets in each arm, 

I wearing tunic and 
| himat ion; r. hand in 
: sling of cloak raised 
1 in blessing, 1. clasps 
book to breast 


const ah rmos[ 

Bust of Constantine 
facing, with long 

chlamys with 
elaborate tablion and 

cross and pendilia. 

| In r. hand, globus 
with patriarchal cross 


(11) \JR 4.15 18 


+IHSXl'SR€hR€IIAlTI I +COnSEAH EAVEC 1 
hm RAChl- 

Similar type, but the ! Similar bust, but ! 
head of Christ is Constantine wears a 

smaller and the arms modified loros of rich I 
of the cross wide and j design and holds 
without pellets j akakia in 1. 


matiha i cpigmfika. 2 (1960), 58-9. Pl.T. 3. The Hermitage specimen appears to be identical 


(II) 
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Class XIII 
As last, but no akakia 

+lhSXPSR€XR€SNAN i -t-COIlSTAn Z AVI' 945 
TIHm | CRAT'b'R 

Similar type, but Similar type, but the 
head larger and bust is larger and 

three pellets in each I Constantine has no | 
arm of the cross ! akakia 

*13a.l A' 4.47 21 / ! Ends R'bO- 

*13a.2 \N 4.36 21 i 

*13a.3 N 4.36 20 | Same die as 13a.l | EndsRbO 

*13b.l \X 4.40 20 i Begins+lhSXPISR 

At end, v: 

*13b.2 A' 4.37 21 | At end,I No + at beginning j 

i pierced | Ends CRACbR 


Class XIV 

Christ seated (Type Id); 
busts of Constantine and Romanus II 
Inscr. and type as COflSTAIlT'CERO 

Class X mAlVAVSSbR 

To 1., bust of Con- | 


stantine facing, 
bearded, wearing 



Romanus II facing, 
beardless, wearing 

I with cross. Between 
them they hold 


patriarchal cross 
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F. 1, F. 2 Two contemporary counterfeits of Class VII are illustrated on PI. xxvn, after the regular 
soiidi of Class XV. They are crude in style, with badly formed letters and blundered in¬ 
scriptions, and appear to be of slightly base gold. F. 1 is from the Peirce coll. (4.45 g. 1), 
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This rings badly and seems to be of poor silver, but appears to be authentic. 
17.1 Whittemorc 





CONSTANTINE VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - MILIARESION 


+RO(TlAnO' 

XPISTOFOR' 

ceconstArv 

enx’uevse 

b'bASIL'R' 
Same border 


i R 2.98 25 t 

2.93 25 f 
41 2.92 25 f 

41 2.67 | 23 t I 


beard, wearing 
modified loros and 

cross and pendilia. 
In r. hand, globus 
with patriarchal 
cross. Border ol 

borders of dots 
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Class V 

Romanus I, Constantine VII, 
and Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus 
+ROmAnO' Same inscription 
COnSCATlt' Usual type, but at 
SUCFATIOS intersection of cross 
CeCOnSTA’ an oval medallion 
enX'Wb'R' with facing bust of 

Above and below, Romanus having 
— - i— Three borders 1 long beard and 
of pellets ornamented | wearing modified 


eight globu 


L« 3.16 24 


20.4 |/R 3.01 | 25 f 1 


pendilia. In field 1. 
and r., fa and ^ 
Beneath steps of 
cross, ■!• instead of 
globus; four globules 
on outer borders of 
I pellets 
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No. 


£ 




*20.5 

At 

2.95 

24 

\ 



*20.6 

At 

2.82 

24 




20.7 

At 

2.81 

24 




20.8 

At 

2.81 

24 




20.9 

At 

2.78 

24 




*20.10 

At 

2.76 

24 




20.11 

At 

2.69 

25 




20.12 

At 

2.69 

24 




20.13 

At 

2.65 

24 




20.14 

At 

2.64 

25 




20.15 

At 

2.47 

25 

/ 

t 



20.16 

At 

2.39 

23 




pierced 










Class VI 






Constantine VII 

and Romanus II 






+COnST'C' 

Same inscription 






nORFVROV 

Cross on base and 






ceRomAno 

three steps, with 






enx'toevseb- 

smaller cross at each 






b'Rumeon 

extremity (cross 






Three borders of 

crosslet) and X at 






pellets ornamented 

intersection. Beneath 






with sixteen globules 

steps, globus. Border 

*21.1 

At 

3.20 

25 

\ 




Peirce 

Peirce 


Schindler 1960 from Trinks 1912 


Whittemore 


20.13 Schindler 1960 
20.14-16 Whittemore 
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21.3 Swiss Collection 1956 
21.5-6 Whittemore 
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22.19 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 


22.21 Peirce 1948 from Raymond 1928 



CONSTANTINE 


: - CONSTANTINOPLE - FOLLIS 


561 



i broken 

*23.5 LE 4.67 25 \ 

*23.6 Le 3.21 23 i +COT1SCA off flan 


Class 3 

Christopher alone 

xpistofo PbASPorrr +pisto 

Bust of Christopher £n9€0bA 

facing, bearded, SIL6VSP 

wearing chlamys and ( 0(116011 

1. hand, akakia 

*(24) iE | 25 I (Balvin coll.) _|_ 

23.1 Schindler 1960 from Miinahandlung Basel 3. ivr. 36 



(24) 
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j cross. In r. hand, 
' labarum scepter 
topped by trefoil 
ornament; ini., 


25a.7 \JE 6.50 26 \ 

25a.8 Le 5.82 25 \ 

25a.9 Le 5.69 26 \ Overstruck 

of Leo VI 







No. 


Obverse 


*25a.l0 

JE 

5.39 27 

4 


931-944 

*25a.ll 

JE 

5.29 27 

S\ 

No cross on globus 


25a.l2 

JE 

5.16 24 

\ 



25a.13 

JE 

5.07 23 

4 I 

lnscr. Illegible 


25a.l4 

JE 

5.04 I 27 

4 

Overstruck 


25a.l5 

JE 

4.60 25 

4 

Overstruck 


*25a.l6 

JE 

4.58 25 

v 



25a.l7 

JE 

4.48 24 

• 







(b) Broken obv. inscr. 





Same, but inscr. 

Same 





broken bAS IL€VS 


25b.l 

JE 

8.73 28 

4 



25b.2 

JE 

8.58 28 

4 

Overstruck 


25b.3 

JE 

8.41 | 28 

4 



25b.4 

JE 

8.26 28 

4 



25b.5 

JE 

7.82 i 27 

\ 



25b.6 

JE 

7.52 1 27 

\ 

Overstruck 


25b.7 

JE 

7.13 ! 27 




*25b.8 

JE 

7.03 i 28 




*25b.9 

JE 

7.01 26 




25b.l0 

JE 

6.72 27 

l 

Overstruck 


25b.l 1 

JE 

6.71 27 
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25b.l6-17 Whittemore 
25b.l8 Swiss Collection 1956 



25b.21 Swiss Collection 1956 
25b. 22 Schindler 1960 
25b.23-4 Whittemore 
25c.l Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi. 25 
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25c.3 \JE 7.04 


25c.l3 JE 3.94 


26 \ 

27 / Overstruck on follis 
of Leo VI 

25 \ 


Overstruck on follis 


Constantine VII alone 


+COHST'bA SIL'ROm' 

| Bust of Constan¬ 
tine VII facing, 

• bearded, wearing 
modified loros and 

j 1. hand, gl. cr.;inr., i 


+COnST' 

eneeobA 

SIL6VSR 

omeon 
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CONSTANTINE VII 


*26.1 Le 

26.2 Le 

26.3 Le 

26.4 Le 
*26.5 Le 

26.6 Le 


•E 

.E 


& 


26.11 

26.12 

26.13 

*26.14 

26.15 

26.16 
*26.17 


E 

.E 

.‘E 

E 

-E 

■E 

,E 





7.57 

7.48 

7.05 

7.02 


27 
26 

28 
27 


6.72 j 26 

6.62 j 22 

6.42 j 28 
6.35 ! 24 
6.28 | 24 
6.15 28 
6.13 | 24 


\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 


4 

4 

4 


\ 

4 

\ 

S. | 


Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus I 
Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus I 
Overstruck 

Overstruck 
Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus I 
Overstruck 


Overstruck 


945-c. 950 


\ 
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rr 
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Constantine VII 

+consrceRomAir 

b'ROITI' 

] To 1., bust of Con- 
j stantine VII facing, 
bearded, wearing 
modified loros and 




s.To 


+consT' 

ceRomAn 

enxrasr 

b'Romeo 


wearing traditional 


s. Betwe 


i them 


they hold globus 
surmounted by 
patriarchal cross 
with X in center 
7.73 29 V +C011S[ 

j Overstruck on follis 
of Romanus I 

7.08 27 S, +COTlST’Ce[ ]b' 
ROnr Overstruck 
6.57 ! 27 J. j ]ST’C€ROm[ 

itruck on follis 


of R 


is I 
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CONSTANTINE VII - c 



29.3 Swiss Collection 1956 
29.5 Peirce 1948 

W. p. 461. K. —. Or. 49-50 





<3 $ $ $ 


Romanus I and Christopher 


three pinnacles and 
pendilia, between K 
| and P 


20 24 \ 

18 26 t 
67 26 f I 
23 27 f 
59 25 \ 

23 25 t | 

56 26 || Monogram £ 
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Metal 

Sr 

Obverse 


32b.2 j 
32c 

IjE 7.50 
JE 11.53 

25 1 

26 1 I 

Monogram .£ 

' £ instead of cross 

(b) Small 

33.1 

*33.2 

JE 3.77 
JE 2.73 

21 ? 
21 ? 

| Obscure 

Obscure 

Class 6 (large) 

*34.1 

*34.2 

JE 8.38 
JE 7.65 

28 \ 
25 \ 


A 




Class 7 

Romanus I alone 

P i Cross on two steps. 

M A I crosslets at 

*35 1 

JE 4.78 

19 t 


To 1. and r., pellet 


32b.2 Swiss Collection 1956 







LE 2.96 18 4. 

Le 2.92 19 j 1 

\AL 2.88 18 i, 

\M 2.51 19 j 






ROMANUS II 

9 (?) November 959 - 15 March 963 
Formally Augustus from 6 April 945 
Colleagues: Basil II (from 22 April 960) 

Constantine VIII (from 962, probably 30 March) 

Romanus II was born in 939 and made co-emperor by his father at the age of six, 
after the downfall of the Lecapeni. He succeeded Constantine VII as sole emperor in 
November 959. The chroniclers praise him for his good looks and kindly disposition, but 
he in fact seems to have been weak-willed and frivolous, inheriting a family tendency to 
overindulgence in the pleasures of the table. He also inherited his father’s poor health, 
which brought him to an early death on 15 March 963.* He played no part in the great 
achievements of his reign, the reconquest of Crete and a series of resounding military 
successes in southeastern Asia Minor and Syria, which were due entirely to the abilities 
and good fortune of his commander-in-chief, Nicephorus Phocas. He was twice married. 
His first marriage as a child to Bertha of Provence, who was renamed Eudoxia, has left 
its memorial in one of the most beautiful of surviving Byzantine ivories, now in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale. His second marriage was to Anastasia, the daughter of a tavern 
keeper, who on becoming empress took the name of Theophano. By her he had two sons. 
Basil and Constantine, born in 958 and 961 respectively. Basil was crowned co-emperor 
at Easter 960 (22 April) and Constantine two years later, probably at Easter 962 (30 
March). 2 
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Romanus II's coinage, or rather its almost complete absence, is difficult to explain. 
Only three specimens of his solidi are known, two of them being at Dumbarton Oaks; 
their tiny lettering shows that they must belong to Romanus II, not Romanus I. They 
continue the tradition of characterized portraiture begun under Leo VI and carried on 
by Romanus I’s projected solidus and miliaresion of 931 and Constantine VII’s solidi 
of 945.® No. 2 has an exceptionally interesting obverse type, since its representation of 
Christ is rare in Byzantine art and it never reappears in the coinage. Sabatier attributed to 
Romanus a solidus having on the obverse a representation of the Virgin crowning the 
emperor, but Wroth rightly regards this as a misread coin of John I. 

No Constantinopolitan coins of Romanus II in silver or copper are known at all. I was 
for a time disposed to attribute to him the pattern miliaresion of Romanus I (above, 
p. 555, No. 19), but the portraiture is identical with that of the pattern solidus of 931 
(No. 9), on which the emperor is associated with a younger Constantine; so its attribution 
to Romanus I is beyond doubt. Sabatier gave to Romanus II the folles here assigned 
to Romanus I. 4 There are several features of the coin favoring such an attribution, 
notably a portrait differing from that of the coins of 931 and the spelling RWItlAICOtl on 
the reverse, for this recurs under Nicephorus I and contrasts with the ROIffeOTl of other 
coins of Constantine VII’s reign. But the difference in portraiture is to be explained by a 
difference in date, and the evidence of overstriking, as Wroth pointed out, shows con¬ 
clusively that the "Romanus" folles frequently served as undertypes for coins of the 
later years of Constantine VII’s reign, and must therefore belong to Romanus I. It is 
possible that silver and copper types of Romanus I may turn up in the future, but even 
if they do, they can never have represented substantial issues. One would have expected 
the great military activity of the reign to have involved a large output of small change, 
but in fact economy and government alike must have managed to get along with the very 
considerable coinages of Constantine VII’s reign. 

There was, however, a copper coinage at Cherson. Sabatier, followed by Oreshnikov, 
attributed to Romanus II three types of coin: (1) ones having a cruciform monogram of 
PtolTIA and a cross on steps, (2) ones having a bust and a bar monogram of PUdl, and (3) 
ones having an ill-shaped monogram of PldlT) and another with the letters BA, which he 
interpreted as a reference to Romanus’ co-emperor Basil. Miss Sokolova, I think rightly, 
has transferred the second (above, p. 570, No. 30) to Romanus I, when bust types were 
in favor, and I would give the third to the same ruler, interpreting the BA as basileus. 
The first, on the other hand, I would leave to Romanus II, since cruciform monograms 
had come into fashion by the mid-century, when they occur on the last issue of Constan¬ 
tine VII (with Romanus II) and on those of Nicephorus II, John Zimisces, and Basil II. 
Wroth, on the other hand, prefers to give this type to Romanus I. 


t. 13 (1967), 141-8. This 
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ROMANUS II - CONSTANTINOPLE - SOLIDUS 
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sling of cloak raised 

surmounted by long 





in blessing, 1. clasps 

cross with pellets at 





book to breast 

extremities 
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N 4.41 

21 ^ 







Class II 





Bust of Christ (Type VI) 




1 

Same inscription 
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Christ's r. hand is 
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turned inwards in 
benediction, while a 
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21 | 
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holding the book, 
which is differently 
decorated 
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20 
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*3a.4 ■/£ 2.82 
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20 S \ 




(3b) Le 4.23 

19 | 

(W. p. 458, Nos. 32-4; 
Or. 52) 





THEOPHANO, Regent 
963 (15 March - 16 August) 


Nominal Emperors: Basil II and Constantine VIII 

Romanus II’s death left his two sons, aged respectively five and three, as nominal 
emperors under the regency of their beautiful and unscrupulous mother. 1 It was clear 
to Theophano that her best chance of maintaining her own position and the rights of 
her children was by alliance, if necessary by a marriage alliance, with Romanus' great 
general Nicephorus Phocas, a middle-aged widower, then at the height of his popularity 
and reputation. Nicephorus, perhaps by prior arrangement with Theophano, was acclaimed 
emperor by his troops at Caesarea on 2 July 1 and marched on Constantinople. After a 
few days of fighting all resistance was broken, and Nicephorus was crowned by the 
patriarch in Saint Sophia on 16 August. 3 He took immediately the rank of senior Augustus, 
and the regency thus came to an end. On 20 September he married Theophano. 1 

There were thus five months in 963 for which one might expect a coinage in the names 
of Basil and Constantine, possibly though not necessarily in association with Theophano. 
No such coinage has been satisfactorily identified. None of the solidi of Basil II's later 
reign can well be pushed back to this period. The one which is most distinct from the 
others, the recently discovered coin (below, p. 623, No. 10) with the emperors holding a 
labarum instead of a cross, is a tetarteron, a denomination introduced only by Nicephorus, 
and has an 1C XC in the field which links it with solidi of the later years of the reign of 
John Zimisces; the imperial busts are in any case quite inappropriate for infants five 
years old or less. Some years ago Dr. Metcalf suggested 8 that a solidus found in the 
Polish-Bulgarian excavations at SviSdov in Bulgaria, which was described as having on 
the obverse a bust of Christ and on the reverse the busts of Basil and Constantine, might 
possibly belong to 963, since the reverse inscription seemed to read bASILIO[S€T] 
COnSTAnt'AH[SS'b'] instead of Basil II's customary +bASILCCOTlSCAnribR. The 
obverse and reverse of the coin, however, did not seem to match, and inquiry showed 
that a mistake had been made in the illustration, an obverse of Constantine VII and 


by Diehl, Byzantine Portraits (New York, 1927), 206-31. 

! Cedrenus, Bonn ed., II. 348. 

• Ibid., II. 351. 

1 Loc. cit. 

age cn Buigarie en 1961/' Archaeologia Polona. 6 (1964), 190, fig. 7. Dr. Metcalf called attention to 

a number of other serious and quite inexcusable errors in the plate. I am grateful to Prof. R. Kiers- 
nowski for having procured for me a photograph of the coin, which made its identity clear. 
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Romanus, with a bust of Christ, having been inadvertently linked with a reverse of Basil I 
and Constantine. 

In silver there exists a rare miliaresion (below, p. 627, No. 16) which belongs to the 
very beginning of Basil II's reign, before the main type of the years 977-1025 was 
introduced, but neither type nor style gives any clear indication of whether it belongs to 
963 or to the early months of 976. I have catalogued it with the coinage of Basil II’s 
effective reign, but it is quite possible that future research may result in its redating to 
963. As for the copper, the coinage after 976 provides us with nothing that could be moved 
back, since it belongs to the period of the Anonymous Folles. but there is one class of 
Basil I and his son Constantine, that showing two facing busts (PI. xxx. 8a), which on 
grounds of type and style could well be moved forward. The type is one to which the 
mid-tenth century was well accustomed, and the careless fabric and irregular edges of 
the coins of this class resemble those of folles of this period and contrast with the more 
careful workmanship of the late ninth century. The evidence of overstrikes, however, 
makes any transfer impossible; Class 1 of Basil I is securely linked with other issues of 
this emperor and with those of Leo Vi’s reign. 

There remains an alleged follis in the name of Theophano, having on the obverse a 
bust of the Virgin orans within a border of large globules and on the reverse a bust of 
Theophano holding a scepter, with the inscription 0€OF A nOAHr. A specimen in the 
collection of the Marquis de Lagoy was published by F. de Saulcy* and reproduced by 
Sabatier (PI. xlvii. 9). Its present whereabouts is unknown, and it is certainly a forgery. 
It would be contrary to precedent for an empress regent to strike coins in her own name 
alone, without reference to her colleagues. The obverse, as Wroth noted (p. 470), is 
identical with that of Class G of the Anonymous Folles, and the general appearance is 
that of an eleventh-century coin. The reverse, which shows no trace of the double striking 
that has seriously affected the obverse, was apparently created by recutting on the part of 
a modern forger. Wroth was inclined to accept it on what he believed to be the authority 
of de Saulcy, which he rated very highly, but he had misunderstood de Saulcy's position. 
This scholar had described it in his £sso»’ on the authority of Banduri (whence Eckhel 
and Mionnet), but said bluntly that he believed it to be a forgery, perhaps of the 
sixteenth century. His examination of Lagoy’s specimen only confirmed his doubts, and 
it was as a forgery that he published it in 1842. 

• "Catalogue descriptif de monnaies byzantines hkdites,” BN (1842), 414-15, PI. xix 

’ Essai ie classification ics suites monitaires byzantines (Metz, 1836), 238-9. 
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NICEPHORUS II Phocas 


15 August 963 - 10 December 969 
Colleagues: Basil II and Constantine VIII 

The reign of Nicephorus II raises no chronological difficulties. It was one of great 
military glory, but the consequent heavy taxation and drain on manpower, a spate of 
legislative activity which bore heavily on the monasteries and on the poor, and Nice¬ 
phorus' own frugal and ascetic habits did nothing to enhance his popularity. Theophano 
eventually decided to dispose of him with the aid of John Zimisces, Nicephorus' nephew 
and the ablest and most attractive of his generals. Their intrigue culminated in her hus¬ 
band’s murder, in the most atrocious and horrifying circumstances, on the night of 
10/11 December 969. 

Nicephorus’ coinage is relatively simple and raises no problems, though where there is 
more than one class we are unable to date the transition from one to the other. Although 
he had undertaken to respect the rights of his stepsons, Constantine appears on none of 
his coins and Basil only on his first issue of solidi, never on the silver or copper. One may 
indeed suspect that the introduction of Class II of the solidus, with the figures of the 
Virgin and Nicephorus, was as much due to a wish to remove Basil's effigy from the coins 
as to one of rendering due honor to his benefactress. 

The coinage in general seems to have been modeled on that of Romanus I. Class II of 
the solidus shows Nicephorus being crowned by the Virgin, just as on Class V of the solidi 
of Constantine VII's reign Romanus I is shown crowned by Christ, and the inscription 
eeOTOK€ BOH661 T1IC€F' -0601' echoes the KVRI€ BOH06I ROlDArtW "DeSPOTH of 
Romanus I. The design of the miliaresion, with the emperor's bust in a medallion at the 
intersection of the arms of the cross, goes back to Romanus I's coinage of 931-44, though 
the details are more practically arranged: a four-lobed medallion made room for the cross 
on the imperial crown and for Dl CF beside the bust instead of in the field. The folles have 
a general resemblance to those of Romanus I, showing the emperor with a square face 
and heavy beard, but the dress and insignia are different. Class 1 shows Nicephorus 
wearing a costume which is neither loros nor chlamys. There is an outer garment with a 
deep V-shaped opening in front; beneath it is a rich undergarment shown as a pattern 
of squares and pellets, the latter mainly circular but pear-shaped in the corner squares 
at the top, the whole surmounted by a jeweled collar. On the same class the emperor 
holds a globus surmounted by a trefoil instead of the normal cross or patriarchal cross. 
Its significance is unknown, and there are few other cases of its use on Byzantine coins. 1 
Only on coins of Class 2 are the imperial costume and insignia more normal in character. 


a. p. 132. 
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The epigraphy of the coins is interesting in a number of respects. The reverse of Class II 
of the solidus is notable as having the first consistently Greek lettering in the Byzantine 
series, instead of the usual mixture of Greek and Latin forms: NIKH+OP' KAI RACIA' 
AVT' R' P', as against the N1CHF0P' C€ bASIL' AHS5 b R' of Class I. The letter forms, 
however, are generally bad, especially on the obverse, the tendency to reduce them to 
the fewest number of strokes and pellets, which had already been apparent in the later 
years of Constantine VII’s reign and in that of his son, being now carried to extremes. 
A is often unbarred; X has a form like an N, or like the Hebrew letter altph, being made 
with an S-like transverse stroke and short upright ones at the opposite corners (ft. 1 ); 
P is T or I •; S is D; b is a vertical stroke with a slight thickening at the bottom; R tends to 
be either a K or an FI with a thickened top or with a pellet above it. The result is that the 
opening XPS of the obverse inscription has the appearence of iLTD or fUlO, while the 
final b{asileus) R(omaion) becomes I'K' instead of b'R' or b'P'. It was possibly the prolifera¬ 
tion of comipt forms that resulted in the adoption of consistently Greek lettering for the 
reverses of Class II, but the obverse inscription was left unchanged and remained as bad 

From the monetary point of view, the most important event of Nicephorus’ reign was 
the introduction of the tetarteron, a variety of gold coin slightly lighter than the solidus 
of standard weight but identical with it in outward appearance. Byzantine tradition 
regarded its introduction as a measure of official debasement: Nicephorus’ greed, or at 
least his need for money, gave him the idea of settling government obligations in the lighter 
coin while requiring taxes and other dues to be paid in those of full weight. Other ex¬ 
planations are possible, for it was not the first time that light-weight solidi had been 
issued. The problem is discussed elsewhere.* The introduction of the tetarteron, however, 
makes necessary a change in the way in which the gold coinage is described in the catalogue. 
Up to now the Latin term solidus has been employed. Henceforward it will be more 
convenient to use the Greek nomisma and to distinguish between its two forms, the 
histamenon, the coin of full weight, and the klarteron, its lighter counterpart. 

* Introduction, pp. 28-39. 
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nlCHFOP'C€bASIL' AH 963-969 



NANTIhlTI 

qqbR' 



Bust of Christ 

To 1., bust of 



Pantocrator (Type ; 

Nicephorus facing, 



VUIb) facing, 

bearded, wearing 



bearded, with cross 

traditional loros and 
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JOHN I Zimisces 
11 December 969-11 January 976 

John Zimisces’ accession can be dated from his proclamation as emperor on the day 
after the murder of his predecessor, though it was not till a week later (19 December) 
that he was crowned in Saint Sophia. 1 The patriarch's consent to the ceremony was given 
only in return for an undertaking to expel Theophano from the palace. The empress- 
regent was banished to Prinkipo, and the titular emperors, Basil and Constantine, were 
ignored by John throughout his reign. The new emperor linked himself to the glamor of 
the Macedonian house by marrying Theodora, a daughter of Constantine VII, who was 
released by the Church from the vows she had been compelled to take by her brother 
Romanus II. His short reign was one of brilliant military success, but it was probably 
the strain of his campaigns that resulted in his sudden death on 10 January 976.® 

The unedifying manner of John’s accession affected neither his reputation for piety 
nor his devotion to the Virgin, both of which are reflected in his coinage. The first resulted 
in the introduction of the new type of follis on which a bust of Christ and a religious 
inscription were substituted for the traditional bust of the emperor and his name and 
titles. The second lay behind the retention of the bust of the Virgin on his solidi. None of 
his coins make any allusion to the existence of his nominal colleagues Basil and Constantine. 

John I’s nomisma is like that of Nicephorus II in that it has the facing bust of Christ 
Pantocrator on the obverse and those of the emperor and the Virgin on the other. Since 
the Virgin is shown crowning him, however, the relative position of the two figures on 
the coin has been reversed; he is on the left and she is on the right, so that her right hand 
may touch his crown. There is a Manus Dei blessing him from above. Both full weight 
and lighter coins were struck. 

On what was to become the main type of the reign, John is shown holding a long 
patriarchal cross, but it was preceded by a series of rare and short-lived experimental 
varieties on which other insignia were used. Only after they had failed to give satisfaction 
did the die-sinkers come back to the customary patriarchal cross which the Byzantines 
by now expected to see on their solidi. There are two main classes. On coins of Class I 
the inscription is unbroken and the emperor holds a globus; on those of Class II the 
inscription is broken and he holds a cross. Within each class there are several varieties. 
Class I. Inscription unbroken, emperor holds globus. 

(a) Globus surmounted by trefoil, no cross in field. A globus with trefoil was 
unusual but not unprecedented, since Nicephorus II had been shown holding such 
an object on Class 1 of his folles. Its significance is unknown.® 

■ Ibid., x. 11 (p! 178)! ( ' PP ' * 

3 See Introduction, p. 132. 
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(b) Similar, but with large cross in upper field. 

(c) Globus plain, and the shaft of the cross has been prolonged downward to end 
on a base just above it. The four arms of the cross each end in the large globule, 
and a small further cross-arm (without terminal globules) has been added as an 
afterthought to the die, turning a Latin cross into a patriarchal one. 

Class II. Inscription broken, emperor holds cross. 

(a) Emperor holds plain cross. The globus has disappeared and the shaft of the 
cross (not a patriarchal one) has been prolonged downward, so that it can be held 
by the emperor in the usual way. This variety, unlike the preceding ones, is 

(b) As last, but the cross is a patriarchal one. This forms the main issue of the 
reign. On what are probably the earlier coins the arms of the cross end in globules; 
later they are plain. Sometimes there is a pellet on the shaft of the cross. This is a 
survival of what was originally the lower terminal pellet of the cross, and its 
presence or absence was not intended to mark off separate groups of coins. 

(c) Same as last, but 1C X'C in the field of the obverse. This and the next variety 
are very rare. 

(d) Same as last, but 1 X instead of 1C XC. 

There are histamena and tetartera of most of these varieties, and it is evident that 
nomismata of the two standards went on being issued throughout the reign. The full 
histamena usually weigh c. 4.40 g. the tetartera between 4.10 g. and 4.20 g. Isolated 
nomismata occur of very inferior weight, in the neighborhood of 3.70 g. It has been sug¬ 
gested that they represent the duo Marion nomisma of the Book of the Prefect, but this is 
quite uncertain. 4 The two specimens here are classed as tetartera (Nos. 6a.6-7), with a 
note calling attention to their exceptional character. 

The miliaresion 5 resembles that of Nicephorus Phocas, but the medallion with the 
emperor's bust is a circle instead of a quatrefoil and is placed centrally instead of rather 
high on the cross. The type is extraordinarily uniform, but there are small varieties of 
ornament. That placed above and below the obverse in inscription is usually — —, 
but sometimes it is — v — and occasionally —I—. The ornament at the end of the reverse 
inscription also varies slightly: usually it is *, but sometimes there is a larger central 
pellet (*) or six dots in a circle (-.'■) or a six-pointed star (*). I doubt if these latter 
variations were intentional. The die-sinker usually made the ornament by punching six 
small pits on the die and then joining them up, but sometimes he forgot to do this or 
added a further pit in the center. The distinction between — —, — v —, and —I— 

seems more clear-cut and had presumably some meaning. The coins weigh normally 
between 2.5 g. and 3.0 g., but well-preserved specimens rise as high as 3.3 g. Often they 
are badly clipped. Specimens of poor workmanship, notably in the design of the letters, 
are common, and the coin was evidently the subject of imitation, though not to the same 
degree as the miliaresion of Basil II. 





John Zimisces’ introduction of the Anonymous Folles is discussed elsewhere (p. 634ff.). 
Scylitzes seems to imply that it was effected in 972,‘ but his reference to it occurs in the 

Constantinopolitan folles bearing John’s name it is more reasonable to date the introduc¬ 
tion of the new folles from 970. His Cherson coins are of the same general type as his 
predecessor’s, with a monogram on either side. 
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BASIL II Bulgaroctonos 1 
11 January 976 - 15 December 1025 
Nominally from 22 April 960 
Colleague: Constantine VIII 

John Zimisces left no children, so that on his death there could be no immediate 
opposition to the emergence of Basil II and Constantine, the sons of Romanus II, from 
the obscurity in which they had been left during the reigns of Nicephorus II and John I. 
Although they were eighteen and sixteen years old respectively their upbringing had left 
them unfitted to exercise power. Dynastic interests were for a time represented by their 
great-uncle Basil, the -paracoemomenus, an illegitimate son of Romanus Lecapenus, but, 
with the example of Nicephorus Phocas and John Zimisces before them, a series of 
ambitious generals kept the Empire in turmoil, assuming in succession the title of emperor 
and managing at one time to withdraw the whole of Asia Minor from obedience to Con¬ 
stantinople. Not till 989 did the long period of intermittent civil war come to an end with 
the death of Bardas Phocas at the battle of Abydos. By that time Basil II had fully 
matured as a personality and a warrior. He had disposed of his all-powerful great-uncle, 
he had decided to keep his frivolous and pleasure-loving brother Constantine permanently 
from any share in real authority while according him the formal honors that were his due, 
and he was ready to launch out on the career of conquest which was to restore to the 
Empire wide territories which had not formed part of it since the seventh century. When 
he died, nearly forty years later (15 December 1025) , a he left behind him a strong and 
unified state that stretched from Armenia to the Adriatic and from the Danube to the 
southern frontiers of Syria. He ranks with Heraclius as one of the ablest emperors in 
Byzantine history, and he was more fortunate than his great predecessor in not outliving 
his achievements. 

Basil’s half century of power saw many changes in the coinage: 9 

GOLD coinage. The tetarteron became a separate denomination in its own right, the 
module and the details of the type being differentiated from those of the histamenon. 
This denomination, which started the reign as a relatively small, thick coin still classical 

berger. L'EpopU bytanline d la fin du iixilmi slide. 2e patlie. Basils II (Paris, 1900). retains much 

(1967), 167-87. of which I have sometimes retained the original wording. Little fresh material has 
come to light since it was written. 
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in its module, ended it as a much broader and thinner one essentially mediaeval in character. 
To some extent the change can be regarded as a tardy assimilation of the module of the 
gold to that of the silver, the histamena of the later years of the reign having the thin, 
flat fabric characteristic of the miliaresion since the early eighth century. The resemblance 
is underlined by the adoption of a triple linear border reminiscent of the triple dotted 
border of the silver coins. 

silver coinage. The first type of the miliaresion had a reverse similar to that of 
Constantine VII, but after a few weeks this was replaced by one having the busts of the 
two emperors in the field. In 989 the emperor’s victory at Abydos was commemorated by 
a rare special issue having as obverse type the bust of the Virgin Nikopoios. The size of 
the flan of this coin was increased in a manner comparable to that of the gold, but since 
the coin was already broad and thin the increase, from c. 25 mm. to c. 27 mm., was 
necessarily slighter. The large module was retained by the subsequent "normal” issue, 
but the coinage was by then affected by the so-called silver famine in the Islamic world 
and in the later years of the reign miliaresia were probably not being struck at all. 

copper coinage. This continued without change the anonymous type introduced by 
John Zimisces, but at some date it underwent a drastic change, the weight being increased 
from about 5 g. to nearly 20 g. Presumably this was accompanied by an increase in its 
valuation in terms of money of account. Bellinger, in his study of the Anonymous Folles, 
suggested that the increase in weight perhaps followed the battle of Abydos and was a 

possibility is that it occurred later and was connected with a drying up of the issue of 
miliaresia. The shortage of silver coins, which normally provide the intermediate stages 
between high-value gold and low-value copper, would have been made good, as in the 
sixth century, by the striking of unusually heavy and valuable coins of copper. 

A notable feature of all these denominations is the proliferation of small differences in 
design, which in the main take the form of variations in the ornaments used in the nimbus 
of Christ on the gold and above and below the lines of inscription on the silver and copper. 
The meaning of these ornaments or privy-marks is unknown. It has been argued 4 that the 
varying proportions of folles with particular groups of ornaments in hoards and site 
finds may indicate the existence of provincial mints, and the great variations in the fabric 
and style of the coins, as can be seen on Plates xlviii-liv, give some support to such an 
idea. 6 Another possibility is that they were chronological in character, the marks being 
changed at regular intervals as an element in mint control, so that although the material 
at our disposal does not yet allow us to arrange the coins in chronological order, a study of 
muling, and of hoard evidence as it becomes available, will eventually allow this to be 
done. Certainly there are some remarkable coincidences between the number of privy- 
marks recorded and the periods of time over which particular classes were probably 
issued. Folles of Class A2 are generally attributed to Basil's reign (forty-nine years). 


HBN, 15 (1961), 30-2. 


Issues among the Byzantine Bronze Coinage of the 11th Century," 





reasons for supposing that the minting of miliaresia may have greatly diminished, or 
even have come to an end. Finally, in the gold, twelve marks are recorded for Class II, 
for which 977-89 represents a likely dating, and twelve for Class III, which may have 
ended in 1001. In any case, the possibility of the ornaments forming a system of dating 
is one that deserves investigation. 

Only two mints were certainly in operation during the reign, Constantinople and 
Cherson. The output of the latter was limited to cast copper coins of the usual type, 
having on the obverse an elaborate monogram of BACIAIOV and on the reverse one of 
AecnOTOV (below, No. 21). The coins are fairly common and were presumably struck 
down to 989, when Cherson was conquered by Vladimir of Kiev. The bulk of Basil's 
coinage was of the mint of Constantinople. 

GOLD coinage. The gold coins of Basil II, like those of Nicephorus II and John 
Zimisces, consist partly of full-weight histamena and partly of tetartera. Both are basically 
of the same type, the obverse consisting of the facing bust of Christ Pantocrator and the 
reverse the two facing busts of Basil and Constantine holding a long cross between them, 
but within this broad uniformity of type many varieties in detail are found. There are 
differences in the size of the coins, in the size and decoration of the nimbus of Christ, 
in the costume of the emperors, in the form of the cross and the decoration on its shaft, 
in the way in which it is held by Basil, and finally in the presence or absence of a suspended 
crown above the latter's head.* Broadly speaking, coins without a suspended crown are 
earlier than those on which one is present; coins on which Basil wears a normal loros— 
what Wroth calls "a robe of lozenge pattern”—are earlier than those with the modified 
loros—Wroth’s "robe of square pattern"; and the order in the form of the cross is (1) 



















the two denominations were completely distinct and could not be confused with one 
another. 

Nimbus. On the earliest issues, as under preceding emperors, the head of Christ is 
almost as large as the nimbus, so that the only ornaments for which there is room in the 
arms of the nimbus cross are one or two small pellets. Quite early in the reign the size 
of the head of Christ was reduced and that of the nimbus enlarged, making possible the 
insertion in the arms of the cross of such ornaments as a cross of five pellets, a rosette of 
seven pellets, a wedge,’ an annulet with a peEet in the center, and so forth. Only in the 
last issue of the reign was the series of ornaments in the cross-arms abandoned; instead 
the nimbus carries a pair of crescents in its upper two quarters. 

The lines which mark the arms of the cross are usually straight, but in the last issue 
of nomismata they have serifs at the ends, where they join the outer circle of the nimbus. 

by which this can be approximately dated. On some issues a double line is used to mark 
the cross and/or the circumference of the nimbus. The same feature had sometimes occurred 
under John Zimisces. On a unique tetarteron of early date the bust of Christ is flanked 
by 1C >E, another link with rare coins of John. 

Costume. Save on the tetartera Basil’s costume is either a modified loros, with square 
pattern, or a normal loros of the traditional type, while Constantine wears a chlamys, 
which on later issues has a decorated tablion. On the coins which the size of nimbus shows 

narrow nimbus had been abandoned this had been replaced by the traditional form of 
the garment. The latter lasted throughout the period of the patriarchal cross, after which 
the modified loros was reintroduced and lasted for the rest of the reign. The way in which 
the brothers grasp the central cross is not uniform, though Basil’s hand is always above 

that of Constantine. On the earlier and later coins Basil grasps the cross in his right hand, 

so that his right arm has to be held in front of his body; on Class III he grasps it in his 
left hand and one sees only his forearm emerging from the side of his robe. In each case 

Constantine does the reverse of his brother. Evidently no significance can be attached 

to the gesture so far as ceremony and protocol were concerned. 

The imperial costume on the tetarteron is more complicated. On the earliest type 
Basil wears a robe of square pattern which resembles, but is not identical with, the 
modified loros—there are fewer squares, and these are furnished with pear-shaped orna¬ 

ments instead of circular pellets—while Constantine wears a robe having a V-shaped 
opening over an undergarment with a trefoil ornament. Some later classes conform to 
the pattern of the histamena, but others are original and distinctive in various ways. 
The last class, which is the commonest, shows Constantine once again wearing a robe 
with a V-shaped opening somewhat resembling that of the earliest coins. 

Cross. The crosses are of the types referred to above. The ends of the cross-arms are 
sometimes triangular and sometimes formed by a pellet, depending on which type of 
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punch was preferred by a particular die-sinker in setting about his work. The cross of 
Type D of the tetarteron is a variant of the patriarchal cross crosslet of Class III of the 
histamenon, being a kind of patriarchal cross fourchie with a pellet at the end of each 
arm. In classifying the objects which sometimes decorate the shaft of the cross one need 
not take account of a small central dot which is frequently though not invariably present, 
since it does no more than mark the point from which the die-sinker worked in executing 
the design. 

The list of types is set out in Table 21, which is slightly modified from that in my 
article. The order of the classes of the histamena seems to me assured, but we have as 
yet no idea of the succession of ornaments within each class. 8 That of the tetartera, where 
we have to deal with types rather than classes, is less certain except at the start and the 
finish; for the intervening "issues," almost all known in unique examples, only very 
approximate dates can be suggested. In any case, the divergence of histamena and 
tetartera means that these must be discussed separately. 


HISTAMENON 

Class I (No. 1). January 977. Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding simple 

This is the earliest issue of the reign—it is of small module, Christ's nimbus is narrow, 
the emperors have narrow, triangular features of traditional type—and is very rare, so 
that its period of output must have been very brief. Since one specimen in the British 
Museum (No. 7 below) is of tetarteron weight, the coins must belong to the opening weeks 
of 977 and not to Basil and Constantine's first “reign” in 963, to which one would otherwise 
be tempted to assign them. They are modeled on the last coinage of Constantine VII 
but show some more recent features, notably the modified loros worn by Basil and the 
treatment of Christ's beard, which takes the form of a series of lumpy "knots,” as it had 
under Nicephorus II and John, instead of being made with short strokes, as under Con¬ 
stantine VII and Romanus II. 8 

Class II (No. 2), 977-989 (?). Obv. Same bust of Christ. Rev. Similar type, but 
Basil wears the normal loros, the nimbus of Christ is enlarged to allow the insertion of 
ornaments in its cross, other ornaments sometimes appear on the shaft of the patriarchal 
cross, and the module of the coins increases slightly with the passage of time from c. 20 mm. 
to c. 23 mm. 

This issue saw a change in the portraiture of the two emperors, more especially in 
that of Basil, whose face broadens out and is shown more definitely bearded, like the 
effigies of Nicephorus II and John. The different habits of work of the die-sinkers can be 
seen in the way in which they set about reproducing details of the design, as for example 
the patriarchal cross. The ends of this are sometimes terminated with pellets, sometimes 
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TABLE 21 (A) 

HlSTAMENA OF BASIL II, CLASSES I-III 

Without Suspended Crown 








TABLE 21 (B) 

Histamena of Basil II, Classes IV-VI 
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with triangles, according to the form of punch employed, and there is a tendency for the 
topmost one to become larger and swell into a globule. 

Coins of this class are quite common, and its issue must have extended over a number 
of years, but its chronology can be discussed only in relation to that of Classes III and IV. 
The transition from Class II (plain patriarchal cross) to Class III (patriarchal cross 
crosslet) is one without any iconographical significance in itself, but that from Class III 
to Class IV, with the introduction of a suspended crown above Basil's head, is a different 
matter. Such a suspended crown, which had not occurred in Byzantine coinage since the 
fifth century, was in essence a symbol of power and victory, 10 and there can be little 
doubt that its introduction was intended to celebrate some great occasion in the reign. 
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a patriarchal cross with three pellets decorating the end of each arm, but since the general 
effect is that of a cross crosslet, it is convenient to use the Western heraldic term for the 
resulting symbol. As with Class II, the ornaments sometimes take the form of objects on 
the shaft of the cross as well as in the nimbus of Christ. It has already been suggested 
that the class was struck over the years 989-1001, the year 989 coinciding with the issue 
of the large silver coins celebrating Basil's victory at Abydos. 

Class IV (No. 4). 1001-1005 (?). Same type as last, but the crowns of both 
emperors have pendilia with bifid ends, a crown is suspended over Basil’s head, and 
Constantine's chlamys has a decorated tablion. The ornament in the nimbus cross is 

Coins of this class are of uniformly large module (c. 25 mm.), and the great novelty 
in their design is the suspended crown, though the addition of pendilia to the crowns 
actually worn by the emperors is worthy of note, as they occur again on Classes V and VI. 
The tablion on Constantine's chlamys is usually decorated with three dots (!), but some¬ 
times with two (:) or five (X). The issue saw the abandonment of "dating” by frequent 
changes of ornament, but the use of signs before or after the inscriptions—see details 
in the catalogue—may have served the same function. The class is substantially rarer 
than Classes II, III, or VI, and presumably had a short life. I would attribute it con- 
jecturally to the four years after 1001, those of the first phase of the Bulgarian campaign 
and the reconquest of the eastern Balkans, which ended with Basil’s return to the capital 
in 1005. 

Class V (No. 5). 1005 (?). Obv. Same bust of Christ, with in nimbus cross. Rev. 
Same type (crowns with pendilia, suspended crown above Basil, tablion on Constantine’s 
chlamys), but patriarchal cross having large globule at the end of each arm. 

This was probably an experimental type which failed to give satisfaction and was 
discarded in favor of that of Class VI. The features which link it to Class IV are apparent 
from the description above, but the cross is substantially different in design and, since 
the three specimens known to me** are struck with different reverse dies, this cannot be 
written off as a workman’s error. Their close relationship, however, is shown by the fact 
that the three coins share a common obverse die. 

Class VI (No. 6). 1005 (? )-1025. Obv. Same bust of Christ, but the arms of the 

narrow to contain ornaments—and there are crescents in the upper quarters. Rev. Same 
type, but the faces are larger and broader and the emperors hold a simple cross. The 
diameter of the coins is c. 25-27 mm., and on each side there is a triple border of dots 
instead of a single one. 

Histamena of this class are extremely common, and their issue forms a landmark in 
the history of Byzantine gold coinage. The broad thin fabric became that of the histamena 
of the next two centuries, and the triple border, as is noted in the Introduction, 13 gave 
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rise to the name of scyfhati by which they are known in South Italian documents, a term 
misinterpreted by modern numismatists and supposed to refer to the concave shape of 
later eleventh-century coins. The two crescents in the upper quarters of the nimbus were 
popularly supposed to be the sun and the moon, which in early art often accompany 
representations of the Crucifixion, thus giving rise to the name hehoseUnata by which 
they were sometimes called. 14 This issue saw the abandonment of any system of "dating"; 
the only variety, and that quite rare, is one having a pellet on the staff of the cross. Such 
a pellet on the shaft of a cross or labarum recurs on many later eleventh-century coins, 
but whether it marks the products of a second officina or coins destined for a special 
purpose, or whether it had some other function, is unknown. 

tetartekon. The tetartera form two groups. One consists of coins struck with normal 
histamenon dies but lighter than histamena in weight. They occur in a number of varieties 
of Classes I-IV, and so were presumably being produced down to c. 1005. Three specimens 
are listed below. Nos. 7-9, and no doubt many others exist. Some of them may be histamena 
cut down in circulation, but others were probably issued as tetartera by the mint. There 
seem to be no tetartera of Class VI, presumably because by that time an independent 
tetarteron type was already in existence. 

The main such type is that catalogued below as F.2, which is fairly common and of 
which complete hoards have been found. 15 The others form a miscellany of varying 
designs, very difficult to date and mostly known in only one or two specimens. One would 
expect them to be grouped around the date at which Type F.2 came into existence, but 
a few must be substantially earlier. It would seem that the mint made several attempts 
during the reign to strike independent types, but only in its second half did it meet with 
success. Further rare types—one can hardly call them classes—may well come to light 
in the future, and the weight pattern, as we have seen in the Introduction, 16 is not easy 
to understand. 

Type A. (No. 10). 977. Obv. Bust of Christ between 1C and 55C. Rev. Two busts 
holding between them a labarum with cross on shaft. 

This is the most remarkable of the types, being the only coin of the reign in which the 
emperors hold a labarum instead of a cross. The costumes of both emperors are unusual, 
as the descriptions in the text make clear. An early date is indicated by the triangular 
faces of the emperors, by the size of the head of Christ in relation to the nimbus, and by 
the 1C yC in the obverse field, a carry-over from the same feature on rare tetartera of 
John Zimisces (above, pp. 595-6, Nos. 6b, 6c). As with the histamena of Class I, one is bound 
to wonder whether the coin should not be attributed to 963, but the fact of its being a 
tetarteron proves the contrary. Presumably the mint authorities, once the design of 
Class II of the histamena had been approved, hoped to be allowed to make a formal 
distinction between these and the other denomination of nomisma. 

Type B. (No. 11). e.980 (?). Obv. Bust of Christ with ornamented nimbus. Rev. 
Two busts holding a patriarchal cross with a crescent on the shaft. 

14 See Introduction, pp, 57-58. 
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This is of the same general type as Class II of the histamenon, but is distinguished by 
the crescent on the shaft of the cross. Such a device was to be occasionally used in the 
eleventh century to distinguish issues of lower value as they came into existence, though 
it normally implies a reduction in fineness, not one in weight. The small size of the coin 
would point to a fairly early date, and c.980 cannot be far wrong. 

Type C. (No. 12). 977-989 (?). Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding a patri¬ 
archal cross with a large globule at the top. 

This is a further variety of Class II of the histamenon, with one element in the 
patriarchal cross altered so as to indicate that the coin differed from the normal nomisma. 
In one notable respect it started a pattern, for from this time onward all tetartera of 
independent design have two pellets in the nimbus cross. The coin must have been struck 
in the 980's, but it is impossible to give an exact date. 

Type D. (No. 13). 989-1001 (?). Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding patri¬ 
archal cross crosslet having a pellet on the shaft, Constantine once again wearing elabora¬ 
tely decorated robes instead of the normal chlamys. 

This coin is cited and illustrated from the Ratto catalogue and one can only surmise 
that it was a tetarteron, for its weight is not recorded and I do not know its present 
whereabouts. The patriarchal cross crosslet—the real nature of this, with three pellets 
decorating the ends of the cross-arms, is more evident than usual—dates it to the period 
989-1001 (?). 

Type E. (No. 14). e.1000-1005. Obv. Bust of Christ. Rev. Two busts holding patri¬ 
archal cross. 

This is superficially a reversion to an earlier type, but its late affiliations are shown 
by the design of the imperial busts and by the presence of pendilia, a feature otherwise 
occurring only on Classes IV-VI of the histamena and Type F of the tetartera. Those on 
Type E differ from the others, however, in having trifid instead of bifid ends. The coin 
can be approximately dated to c.1000-1005. 

Type F. (No. 15). c.1005-1025. Obv. Bust of Christ, the arms of the cross being 
seriffed. Rev. Two busts holding a plain patriarchal cross, the crowns furnished with bified 
pendilia, and Constantine wearing an elaborate robe with a characteristic V-shaped 
opening in front. 

There are two varieties of this type, one—very rare—with nothing on the shaft of the 
cross, the other fairly common with an X on the shaft. Like the crescent of Type B, such 
a mark was sometimes to be used in the future to indicate nomismata of inferior quality. 
It is with this issue that the tetarteron can be said to gain a place in the coinage system 
of the Empire, since it was now a separate denomination distinguished in type as well 
as in weight from the histamenon and issued on a large scale. Coins of Type F.2, however, 
are heavier than most of the earlier and later tetartera, and at 4.22 g. they would have 
been worth twenty-three carats in relation to the histamena of this period. 1 ’ 

miliaresion. There are four classes of miliaresia, but two of them are very rare and 
form, though for quite different reasons, exceptional issues. The classes, with summary 
descriptions and catalogue references, are as follows: 
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Class I (No. 16). 977 (opening weeks). Obv. Inscription of customary type. Rev. 
Patriarchal cross on steps. 

This in the main represents a reversion to a traditional type, without a medallion ol 
the emperor at the intersection of the arms of the cross, and was something innocuous 
that the mint was able to produce at short notice. At the date of my article of 1967 I knew 
of only a single specimen, that published below (No. 16), but another, from different 
dies, has since been kindly brought to my attention by a Greek collector. 

Class II (No. 17). 977-89. Obv. Elaborate cross crosslet between two busts. 18 
Rev. Inscription in held. 

This represents the mint’s solution to the problem of how to depict two co-emperors 
on the coin, and forms the commonest type of the reign. 18 There are two separate groups, 
distinguished by the spelling of the epithet ttiotoI applied to the emperors. Class II A 
having it as T1ISCOI and Class II B as TIISTV. There arc small variations in the letter 
forms (T, t), and the first class usually reads CCCOflSt in the inscription, the second one 
SCWnST. The inscription has a variety of ornaments above and below, three being 
common to both series and four peculiar to Class II A, two to Class II B. Specimens of 
Class II A, as they are known to us today, are found to have been nearly always clipped, 
this having been done very drastically but at the same time quite neatly, so that the 
coins remain roughly circular in form and were evidently still expected to remain in use 
as money. Coins of Class II B, on the other hand, are usually unclipped. 

How this phenomenon can best be interpreted is not clear. 80 The two spellings could 

equally common and Hendy has pointed out the unlikelihood of a supposed second mint 
having an output at all comparable with that of Constantinople. They may be the products 

view being that the clipping was done before the coins were put into circulation. There 
would thus have been in existence a light miliaresion comparable to the light nomisma 
or tetarteron. Or they may be consecutive issues from the same mint, as I argued in 1967, 
the clipping having taken place in circulation and being due to some kind of economic 
pressure which had eased off by the time that Class B was issued. 

There is not at present enough evidence to decide the matter one way or the other. 
In favor of Hendy's view is the neatness and regularity of the clipping, which one would 
not expect if it had been done after the coins had left the mint, and the fact of a number 
of ornaments being common to both series, as if these were being issued simultaneously. 
There is also the unlikelihood of the easing of a supposed economic pressure coinciding 
with a change in orthography, which would be something quite internal to the mint. On 
the other hand, the coincidence is not exact, for some coins of Class II A escaped clipping, 
and clipped ones of Class II B do exist; this should not have been the case if one officina 

"Vizantiiskie moneti kladi Vella.'' Trudi Gosudarstvmnogo Ermitasha, 4 (Leningrad, 1961). 10-17. 

” Besides Miss Sokolova's account ol the Vella hoard and my article, cf. also M. F. Hendy. "Light¬ 
weight Solidi. Tetartera. and the Book of the Prefect," BZ, 64 (1972), 57-80. 











CLASSIFICATION OF THE SILVER COINAGE 611 

were systematically clipping its coins and the other not. Nor would one expect such a 
differentiation into separate officinae, or indeed the issue of light-weight miliaresia, to be 
limited to a single class of coin, and there seems to be no trace of either phenomenon in 
Class IV. Further, if the ornaments mark yearly issues, as I believe was the case for the 
folles, the seven known "ornaments” of Class II A could be added to the five of Class II B 
to bridge the twelve years between 977 and 989. 21 Unfortunately the only well-described 
hoard of the period, that of Vella, is from Estonia, and "foreign” hoards throw a very 
uncertain light on domestic circulation. In any event, the issue of Class II was apparently 
ended by the introduction of Class III in 989, which changed the module of the miliaresia 
of the reign. 

Class III (No. 19). 989. Obv. Bust of the Virgin, with inscription recognizing her 
aid to "the emperors.” Rev. Inscription in field. 

These beautiful and remarkable coins have customarily been ascribed to John Zimisces, 
but this was no more than a conjecture of F. de Saulcy unwisely followed by subsequent 
scholars. Neither their fabric nor their module fits his reign, and the reference to paoAeis 
in the plural shows that they are better given to Basil II and Constantine VIII. Further, 
since their inscription is an expression of confidence in the efficacy of the Virgin’s aid, 
and the icon represented on the coin was credited with playing a miraculous role at the 
battle of Abydos, in which Bardas Phocas died and Basil's hold on the throne was assured, 
the coins can be dated with confidence to 989.“ They are very rare, and evidently formed 
a very brief commemorative issue. 

Class IV (No. 20). 989-1025. As Class II B (with niSTV), but of larger module, 
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crude pieces of silver or—more commonly—copper on which one can often detect little 
more than the two imperial busts on either side of the cross and a five-line inscription in 
which the letters are reduced to squares or circles.” Their prototypes, however, were 
unmistakably the miliaresia of Class II, which likewise formed the type of Byzantine 
silver coin best known in the Baltic region and Scandinavia, 


poluostrovc," VV a , 7 (1953), 269-75, and "Die Tamaner Gruppe dcr Nachahmungen byzantinischcr 
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No i Metal 

Die Po- J 


Reverse 

“ 



Constantinople 




NOMISMA 




HISTAMENON 




Class 1 




Emperors hold patriarchal cross; 




Basil wears n 

lodified loros 




+lhSXISR€XR6 < iNA 

+bASIL'C'COnSTAn 

977 



irrmm 

TI'b'R' 




Bust of Christ 

! Two busts facing, 




Pantocrator (Type 

Basil to 1., bearded. 




Vlllb) facing. 

1 wearing modified 




bearded, with cross 





nimbus having one 

| cross, Constantine to 




pellet in each arm, 

r., beardless, wearing 




wearing tunic and 

chlamys and crown 




himation; r. hand 

with cross, holding 





between them by r. 




sling of himation, 1. 

hands a patriarchal 


•a) L v 


(Montagu 1235) 





Clas 

s II 




Emperors hold p 

atriarchal cross; 




Basil wears normal loros 




Same inscr. 

+bASILCCOnSCAnT 

977- 



Similar type, with ' 

IbR 

989(?) 




Similar type, but 




variations in nimbus | 

Basil wears normal 
loros 



1-6 Further varieties in Classes I-VI will no doubt come to light, and any enumeration can be 
no more than temporary. I have therefore thought it best to retain the numbering of my 
article of 1967, and insert subsequent discoveries by doubling the letters (TIcc, etc.), since 
a new and necessarily temporary system of references would only create confusion. 

(1) It is not certain that this class includes histamena; see above, p. 603. The coin illustrated 
on PI. xliii (= Montagu 1235) shows the style. 
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(a) Pellet in each arm of cross 
4.43 I 23 / 1 J for S. ends Iffll | J for S, ends R' 


| 977- 
j 989(?) 


| A' 4.35 23 i 


Begins +1 hSAI -R6X | 

(c) Pellet in upper arm o( cr 
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2g.l-3 Whittemore 

W. 1 (tetarteron), R. — 

A very common class. For a tetarteron belonging to it, see below, No. 8g. 

2h Whittemore 

W. —, R. - 
2i Whittemore 

The design on the cross has been altered on the die from that of Class Ilh, the outer pellets 
being incorporated in the circumference of the circle. Since there also exists a mule between 
an obverse of Classes Ilh and Hi (with :) and a reverse of Class II j (above, p. 603 note 8), 
it would seem that "Class Ili" is not really a distinct group, but only a transitional coin 
produced with the help of a rccut die. Since this die retains the double lines of the cross-arms 
of Class Ilh, however, it has to be distinguished from those of Class Ilj. 
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(j) © in each arm of cross, — on 977- 

shaft of patriarchal cross 989(?) 

*2j.l \N 4.45 j 23 4 Ends TIMID iJforS 

*2j.2 N 4.36 25 4 Ends TIMID JforS 

*2j,3 N 4.36 | 22 4 Ends TIMID I Ends TI'bR Bar on 

j shaft erased 

! (k) Nothing in arms of cross, t on shaft 

of patriarchal cross 

*(2k) N 4.40 ) 22 4 (Ratto 26. i. 55, I 

| lot 1314) 

Class 111 

Emperors hold patriarchal cross crosslet | 
+lhSXISR€XR€9NAN I +bASILCCOnSCADT I 989( ?)- 

Tlhm j IbR ) 1001 

Same type, with ! Similar type, but j 
variations in nimbus | Basil wears modified | 

emperors hold a 
| patriarchal cross 
j crosslet with their 1. I 
hands 

*(3a) 1# 4.41 j 22 | (W.7)_j_ j_ 



I have interpolated two varieties, (bb) and (fl), instead of adding them at the end after (j). 


2j.2 

2j,3 

(2k) 
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(b) in each arm of cross 989( ?)- 

*3b.l A' 4.42 | 24 i A for A, ends bRlTI 1°0 1 (?) 

*3b.2 N 4.39|24 y A for A, ends bRID 

3b.3 \N 4.39 24 \ I 

*3b.4 I N 4.35 25 \ | in upper arm of I A for A, ends bRfTl ) 

pierced i cross, bungled design ! 


(bb) Same, but pellet in each quarter 


*(3bb) At | 21 | (Rashleigh Sale I, I 

1 lot 261) | 

(c) in each arm of cross 
*(3c) | At 22 | (Bourgey sale 

| l.xii.66, lot 62) 

(d) X in each arm of cross, nimbus 

with double circle 

*3d.l I A' 4.39 24 J, | G for 5 
*3d.2 At 4.35 22 J. j G for S 

(e) s in each arm of cross, nimbus 

with double circle 


*3e I At 4.43 | 24 i, 










(h) Nothing in arms of cross, 
nimbus with double rim, 
globule on shaft of cross 


(i) Same, but arms with double lines 
N 4.29 23 4. j Letter forms on 1. I Ends AIl.TIbR 

pierced j obscured by double | 


3g.l-2 





- CONSTANTINOPLE - HISTAMENON 



wt. 

Sr 


* 

*4b.3 | 

1 N 4.35 

24 4 

Shapeless letters 
made by triangular | 

| 

| 1001( ?)— 

I 1005(?) 




(c) Pellet before and after obv. in 

iscr. 

*4c 

N 4.37 

25 4 

Shapeless letters | 

made by triangular | 
punches 





(d) Pellet before and after obv. in 

scr.. 

*4d 

A' 4.37 

24 4 j 

1 

Class V 





Emperors hold patriarchal era 
with terminal pellets; suspended c 
over Basil's head 





Same inscr. and type, 1 Same inscr. s 

md type,! 1005( ?) 
form of i 

*5 

N 4.41 

25 4 ' 



* > 

V. 10. R. — 





5 Whittemore 

6 The letters on this class are so small, especially on the obverse, that their precise form can 
often not be determined. There is a contemporary forgery in silver (?), with traces of gilding. 
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No. 

Metal 

Sr 

- 


*6b.2 

A 4.39 

24 4 

TETARTERON 

1005(F)- 

1025 




Class I of Histamenon Nomisma 





Inscr. and type as No. 1 above 
(emperors holding patriarchal cross, 

Basil wearing modified loros) 

977 

(7) 

A 4.06 

19 

(W. 4) 





Class II of Histamenon Nomisma 





Inscr. and type as No. 2 above 
(emperors holding patriarchal cross, 

Basil wearing normal loros) 

977(F)- 

989(F) 




(b) Two pellets in each arm of cross 


*8b 

A 3.97 

23 4 

+lhOXIR€XR€rNAN | 4-bASIL'CC0nSCAnT 
Tlhm b'R' 

| Double struck 





(g) Wedge in each arm of cross. 


*8g 

A 3.64 
clipped 

20 / 

Begins -HhSNIS j Same die as 2g.l 

Same die as 2g.l | 








BASIL II - CONSTANTINOPLE - TETARTERON 


623 


»■ 


1 Size | 
Die Po- 

Obverse 






I (j) 0 in each arm of cross, — on shaft 

977<?)- 




of patriarchal cross 

989(?) 

m 

N 4.06 

22 

(W. 2) 






Class IV of Hisla 

menon Nomisma 





Inscr. and type 

as No. 4 above 





(emperors hold patriarchal cross crosslet, 





suspended crown above Basil's head) 





(e) Cross aft< 

■r rev. inscr. 


*9e 

N 4.03 

24 | ' 







Typ 

■cA 





Emperors hold labarum 





+lhSXISR€XRe<iNAN 1 

-1-bASIL-C-COnStAn 

977 




Tlhm 

Clb'R 





Bust of Christ 

Two busts facing, 





Pantocrator (Type 1 

Basil to 1., bearded, 





VUIb) facing. 

Constantine to r.. 






beardless, each 





nimbus having one 

wearing robes of 





pellet in each arm. 

elaborate pattern 






and crown with cross. 





himation; r. hand 

They hold by their r. 





raised in blessing in 

hands a labarum 





sling of himation, 1. 

with cross on shaft 





clasps book to breast. 






1C and XC 



*10 

\N 4.06 | 

21 i | 




9e Whittemore 




The cross alt, 

sr ,he ret 

inscription is very faint. 

but is certainly there. I 

know of no 


histaraen. 

>n, though presumably one < 








ing of my 

article of 1967. 
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bar in each lateral 
arm, a pellet in the 


j Same type, but 
I nimbus cross has 
| 2 pellets in each i 


with cross, holding 


Type C 

Emperors hold patriarchal cross 
surmounted by globule 

Same inscription 


patriarchal ci 
(without crescent) is 
surmounted by large 
globule 
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*(12) 


*(13) 


(12) 

(13) 



S' 

Obverse 


Date 

A' 3.91 

21 

(Private coll, in 





Athens) 


989(?) 



Type D 




Emperors hold patriarchal cross crosslet 




Same inscription 

Same inscription 

989( ?)- 



Same type, but 

Similar type, but 

1001(?) 



nimbus with double 

Basil wears chlamys 




rim 






ornamented robe. 





hand and Con¬ 
stantine with r. a 





crosslet having a 
large globule on shaft 


N 

20 

(R. 1943) 





Type E 




Emperors hold patriarchal cross. 




Constantine \ 

ears chlamys 




Same inscription 

Same inscription 

c.1001- 



Same type, but 

Similar type, but 

c.1005 



nimbus with single 

Basil wears loros and 




rim 

Constantine chlamys. 





pendilia with trefoil 
ends, and the 


Another speci 

men in H 

ss sale 25. iii. 29, lot 1044 













basical! 

that of Class III, though the arrangement of the pellets at the end 



eseinble trefoils rather thai 

crosslets. Basil wears a chi 

rays fastened 

V a fibula in 

ront inst 

Ad of at the right shoulder 


rrow square- 

nd-pellet pat 

crn down 

the center and one of wav 

lines and pellets down eac 

side. 
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Emperors hold patriarchal cross, 
Constantine wears ornamented robe 


Same inscription Same inscription c.1005- 

Same type, but cross Similar type, but 1025 

has serifs where it Constantine has 

joins the edge of the ornamented robe; 

nimbus crowns with trefoil 

pendilia 

(i) Nothing on shaft of cross 
(15a) AT 4.08 j 20 \ (Miinzen und 

Medaillen A. G. 

Basel, Sale XXV, 

17. xi. 62, lot 716) | 

(ii) X on shaft of cross 
15b.l 4.24 21 J Ends b'R 

with ring 

*15b.2 A 4.22 19 J a for S 

*15b.3 A 4.20 21 \ 

*15b.4 | A 4.18 21 \ | a for S_ j_ 
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encovcwmcAr j +bASiL' 

bASneiccconsr’ ! ccconsrAti' 

Cross crosslet, with nORFVROV 

X at intersection, on niSCOIbAS’ 

I base, globus, and I RUmAIW 

j four steps. In field 1., with ornament above 
■ facing bust of Basil, and beneath. Triple 

I loros and crown with 
i cross and pendilia. In 
field r., facing bust j 


Coins of Class II A are almost always found clipped. This is true of all those catalogued 

clipped are counterfeits of the period, struck in copper, weighing respectively 3.35 g. (W1 
more). 3.12 g. (Peirce), and 2.27 g. (Whittemore. broken). They are all of good style 
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17a.5 Whittemore 

17b.2 Whittemore 


p. 610. 




Patriarchal cross crosslct between 
two busts ;niSTV in inscr. 


Same inscr. and type I +bASIL' 977-989 

i ccconsrAiv 

nORFVROV 

niSTVbAS’ 

RtOmAICO 

with ornament above 
and beneath. Triple 


(1) — v — above and beneath inscr. 

*18a.l dt 2.99 27 f No abbreviation bAS for bAS 

1 marks 

*18a.2 id 111 21 t I SOiMlJT for CCUnST 

clipped 

(2) — — above and beneath inscr. 

*(18b) JR I 22 I ( R - 1949 ) 

clipped 

(3) — — above and beneath inscr. 

(18c) JR 3.02 26 j (Vella 79) 

(4) — ■ — above and beneath inscr. 

*18d.l JR 2.95 27 | Reads 6IS-CUI1SC I 

*18d.2 JR 2.80 | 27 f 1 __ 

lla.l Grierson 1956 from Munson und Medafflen A. G. Basel sale, 19. iii. 51 




Si & 3s 
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(5) -i •- above and beneath inscr. 977-989 
*18e A! 2.37 I 26 f No abbreviation 
pierced marks 

C/ass III 

Bust of the Virgin Nikopoios 

ec€B,e,rois +msRsq 989 

bASIL,S, DeDOnASm 

Bust of the Virgin 0€IS-S€6L 

facing, nimbate, ! niZOinOH 

wearing tunic and i CAIIOC X, 
maphorion, holding — — 

medallion with head Triple linear border 
of the infant Jesus, 
wearing tunic, with 
cross behind. In 
field, to 1.. fi? to r., 

SV Triple linear 
border. 

2.94 30 4 
2.85 29 \ 

2.83 28 \ I 

2.37 27 l | Ends bASIU Ends ZT,X- 

clipped 

broken | 
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20b Peirce* 1948 
20c. 1 Peirce 1948 

20c.2 Whittemore 
20d Whittemore 







THE ANONYMOUS FOLLES, 970-1092 

The copper coinage of the Empire, between the accession of John I in 969 and the great 
monetary reform of Alexius X in 1092, is differentiated from that of earlier centuries in 
two important respects. One is that all the coins have on them an effigy of Christ, a 
feature hitherto reserved for the gold. 1 The other is that most of them were not struck 
in the name of any particular emperor. No folles exist in the names of John I, Basil II, 
Constantine VIII, Romanus III, Michael IV, Michael V, Zoe, Constantine IX, Theodora, 
Michael VI, or Isaac I, a sequence of eleven rulers covering the space of ninety years 
(969-1059). Although the minting of signed folles was revived by Constantine X and 
continued under his successors, the issue of new types of anonymous coins did not cease 
and the evidence of hoards shows the two kinds of follis to have circulated side by side, 
presumably on an equal footing. The anonymous series was christened the Anonymous 
Bronze Coinage by Mr. Bellinger, but Anonymous Folles would be preferable, since the 
coins are of copper, not bronze, and are all of a single denomination. Dr. Metcalf prefers 
to call them the Rex Regnantium Coinage, but while the inscription IhSHS XRISTHS 
bASILCH bASILC, either in this form or with the first two words abbreviated to 15 X$, 
appears on the reverses of most of the early classes, it is absent from the later ones. Nor 
is it clear whether it was intended to represent Rex Regnantium or Rex Regum, for 
although Rex Regnantium had been used on the gold, the historian Scylitzes, who wrote 
in the mid-eleventh century and can be assumed to represent the views of the time, 
interpreted the inscription on the copper as BaoiAsus BauiAfcov. 2 

The origin of this anonymous coinage presents no problem, for the literary sources 
bear out the numismatic evidence in ascribing its introduction to John Zimisces. No 
copper coins bearing his name exist, and the earliest anonymous ones are normally over¬ 
struck on those of Nicephorus II or Constantine VII. Cedrenus, who copies Scylitzes 
verbally, described the innovation as follows: "And he ordered also the image of the 



Jesus Christ, King of Kings. And the emperors who succeeded him did likewise."* This 
statement is not exact in one important point, for John issued no "anonymous” 
gold coins and the nomisma had long borne an image of Christ, 4 but so far as the follis 
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is concerned it is quite correct. The new coinage must date from the very beginning of 
the reign, i.e., the opening months of 970. 6 Scylitzes gives John’s piety as the motive, 
and in view of his deeply religious nature this may well be correct, though one would like 
to think it was in part an act of contrition for the atrocious murder of his predecessor. 
The continuation, if not the origin, of the series involved a probably conscious element of 
religious propaganda, since the Saracen wars of Nicephorus and John showed some 
aspects of a Crusade and the follis was the denomination that would circulate most widely 
amongst the common people in the conquered provinces. 

The Anonymous Folles have so many features in common that they are best discussed 
as a group. The "signed” folles struck from 1059 onward are dealt with in the introductions 
to each reign, but where they affect the chronology and mint attributions of the anonymous 
series they will be covered here. The metrology has been discussed in the Introduction, 

P-71. 

Classes, Types, and Chronology 

The Anonymous Folles can be divided into fifteen classes, which except in the case of 
the first two are distinguished from each other by changes in type. Except for the last 
three classes their order of issue is now certain, but to avoid confusion with earlier 
terminology they are now customarily referred to by letters instead of by a numerical 
sequence. 

The elucidation of the series can be very briefly described. Sabatier attributed to 
John Zimisces the coins of what would now be termed Classes A, B, C, D, G, and K, 
ignoring the need to provide any for his successors; Classes H, I, J, L, M, and N he gave 
to the Latin emperors after 1204, since no coins of these were otherwise known. 6 Wroth 
accepted the same broad division of classes but distributed them differently. The first 
group he divided between the emperors from John Zimisces to Constantine X inclusive; 
the later ones, on the strength of Schlumberger’s quite unfounded assertion that they 
were commonly found in Syria and rarely elsewhere, he transferred to the crusaders in 
Syria at the time of the First Crusade.’ Wroth’s attributions 8 of the first group to particular 
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emperors were based partly on the overstriking of one type by another and partly on the 
assumption that when the same ornaments appear on both gold and copper they are 
likely to have been in use simultaneously, a view which subsequent research has not 
endorsed. It was left for Bellinger, basing himself on the great numbers of overstruck 
coins found in the Corinth excavations, to bring together virtually all the anonymous 
classes and propose a new classification, extending from the reign of John Zimisces to 
early in that of Alexius I.’ This classification has been modified on points of detail by 
Whitting and Piper in the light of overstrikes in their respective collections in England 10 
and by Margaret Thompson on the basis of vast numbers of overstruck anonymous coins 
from the Agora excavations at Athens. 11 Even apart from the need to revise some of its 
details Bellinger's scheme was awkward to use, since his plates and his text were differently 
numbered and both employed Roman numerals, leading to easy confusion with the similar 
system of Wroth. Miss Thompson replaced these by the system of alphabetical references 
which is in general use today. 12 

The types, numbering, and attributions of the fifteen classes are set out on the ac¬ 
companying table, 10 and the coins are illustrated on Pis. xlviii-lv, lx, lxi, lxviii, 
and lxx. The types require little comment. Of the effigies of Christ on the obverses, one 
can certainly and another very probably be identified with that of a well-known icon in 
the capital. The certain identification is that of the half-figure of Class C, which is that of 
Christ Antiphonetes, an icon held in particular veneration by the Empress Zoe. 11 The 
probable identification is the bust of Classes A, B, E, H, I, K, L, and N, where the Gospel 
Book is supported from beneath, in contrast to the clasping gesture of the typical Panto- 
crator bust, and Christ's right hand is held to the side of His body in the sling of the 
cloak. This is probably the gesture of the standing Christ of Chalke, greatly venerated 
by John Zimisces, which would explain its introduction on his coins. 15 Of the reverse 
types, those of Classes A-F, with the exception of that of Class C interpolated into the 
series to gratify Zoe’s religious predilections, are all variants of the IhSHS XRISTHS 

• A. R. Bellinger, The Anonymous Bytanline Bronte Coinage (NNM, No. 35 [New York, 1928]). 

'• P. D. Whitting and C. H. Piper, in a series of notes in Seaby's Coin and Medal Bulletin (1949-52|. 
They are as follows: (1) "The Anonymous Byzantine Bronze" (1949), 328-9; (2) "Another Byzantine 

(4) “Dating Byzantine Anonymous Issues" (1951), 19M; (5) "A Common Byzantine Anonymous 
Overstrike" (1951), 359-61; (6) "Overstrikes in the Byzantine Anonymous Bronze Series" (1951), 
377-81. 

11 The Coins. 73-4, with detailed discussion on 109-115. 

NC', 15 (1955), 89-99. 

11 Adapted from Whitting, art. eit.. 99.1 follow him in suppressing Bellinger's Class XII (= Saba¬ 
tier, PI. lviii. 16), which was evidently a badly struck specimen of Class I. I have also corrected his 

and N to include Sabatier, PI. lax. 1 , 2, or, rather, amended versions oi these. Class N is seriously out 

» Above,’ pp-160-2. 
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bASIL€H bASIL£ formula, while the later ones are either a bust of the Virgin or some 
variety of cross, elaborately decorated or flanked by the 15 XC NIKA formula already 
used on Zoe’s coins. The leaved base to the crosses on Classes H and I and the crescent 
beneath that on Class J suggest a possible connection between these types and the designs 
of mid-eleventh-century imperial ornaments, since a cross with a leaved base forms the 
head of the scepter held by Constantine IX on Class I of his histamena and a rare variety 
of the same coin shows a crescent beneath the cross of the emperor's globus cruciger, 18 
but a cross with leaved base is too common in religious art 1 ’ for much stress to be laid 
on this. Miss Thompson's suggestion that the type of Class I might be intended to 
symbolise the Christian cross triumphing over the Muslim crescent 18 is unacceptable, 
since the crescent was a Turkish rather than a Muslim symbol and was not adopted 
by the Ottomans until after their capture of Constantinople. Nor can it have to do 
with the lunar crescent later employed to symbolize the Virgin, for this is peculiar to 
Western art—it does not occur in Byzantium—and is not known before the late fifteenth 

From 10S9 onward the attribution of most Anonymous Folles to the reigns of particular 
emperors can be considered certain, since they are found overstruck on or by coins of 
Constantine X and his successors. The pattern is carefully analyzed by Miss Thompson, 
and there is no need to go over her evidence in detail. Only on one important point have 
her conclusions had to be modified. The earliest anonymous coin known to her which 
was overstruck on a signed follis of Constantine X belonged to Class F. She therefore 
attributed Class F to Constantine X’s reign and gave Class E to Isaac I. A specimen of 
Class E overstruck on Constantine X has since come to light, so Class E must go to Con¬ 
stantine X also. 80 It is surprising that this emperor should have issued two anonymous 
types, since his successors down to Nicephorus III issued only one each, but he also issued 
two signed classes while other emperors issued only one, so that some parallelism between 
signed and unsigned classes may have existed. The attribution of Classes E and F to 
Constantine X may also explain why they are rather rare, for if they are added together 
as issues of the same emperor, they fall well into line with the others. The attribution 
of the anonymous coins to the reigns of specific emperors must in any case be regarded 
as no more than approximate, for while overstriking shows in which reign a particular 
class was being minted, it does not show that the coin's issue coincided with the reign’s 
beginning and end, and since the coins lack any specific imperial reference the usual 
reasons for changing their type on an emperor’s accession would not operate. Although 
Miss Thompson, Dr. Metcalf, and others have assumed that each issue was formally 
withdrawn and replaced by another, there is no reason to believe that anything so definite 
ever took place. It is contradicted by the wide diversity of overstriking that in fact 
occurs—systematic withdrawal would have virtually limited overstriking to the imme¬ 
diately preceding type—and by the mixed character of hoards, which show that coins 



rl chritim. II. 2 (Paris, 1957), 79-83, 617. 
inymous Bronze of Constantine X," MN, 15 
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struck years and even decades earlier remained freely in circulation.” The overstriking 
was a result of mint practice, not of government policy.” 

The transfer of Class E to Constantine X raises problems regarding the earlier 
chronology for which no fully satisfactory solution can be offered. Miss Thompson assumed 
that Class A1 was struck by John I, that Class A2 covered the reigns of Basil II and Con¬ 
stantine VIII, and that thereafter, between 1028 and 1055, each reign, with the exception 
of the very short ones of Michael V (1041-2) and Zoe and Theodora (1042), had a new 
type. Romanus III (1028-34) had Class B, Michael IV (1034-41) had Class C, and Con¬ 
stantine IX (1042-55) had Class D. With Class E this system broke down, for three reigns 
filled the years 1055-9 and there was no very good reason for ascribing it to Isaac II 
(1057-9) rather than to Theodora (1055-6) or Michael VI (1056-7). The transfer of Class E 
to Constantine X makes the situation worse, and it is now apparent that the notion of 
"one ruler, one type" in this early period must be abandoned. We have no grounds for 
supposing that Class A2 ended in 1028, and our only firm date is provided by the type of 
Class C, with the effigy of Christ Antiphonetes. Although Zoe was empress, in turn, of 
Romanus III and Michael IV, its introduction can best be attributed to 1042, for Michael V 
would certainly have deferred to her wishes in such a matter and her subsequent position 
would have secured the retention of the type during the 1040’s. Class D can be better 
ascribed to the 1050's rather than pinned down to a particular reign—if we could identify 
the seated Christ of the obverse type we might be able to date it better—while Class B 
may well have started under Michael IV (1034-41) and not as early as 1028. In the present 
state of our knowledge we cannot go further. If the privy marks on Class A2 eventually 
turn out to be chronological in character future scholars may be able to give more precise 
dates for these classes, or at least for the transition from Class A2 to Class B. 

A minor problem exists for Classes L, M, and N, the last three in the anonymous series. 
They differ from all the earlier ones in their extreme rarity, being absent or virtually 
absent from the major excavations and recorded in less than half a dozen specimens 
apiece. The only overstrikes known to me amongst them occur in what is here termed 
Class N, one of the two known specimens of which is overstruck on Class F and the 
other overstruck by Nicephorus III. The types and fabric of coins of Classes L and N 
associate them clearly with the Anonymous sequence. Those of Class M are thinner and 
lighter, and Mr. Hendy believes they are later, so that he has not included them under 
the coinage of Alexius 1.1 find it difficult to separate them from the others. The weights 
and module of both Classes L and M place them near the end of the series, and though 
which came first remains uncertain. Class N is certainly earlier than either; if it is con¬ 
temporary with Class H, as its size suggests, it would belong to the late 1070’s. I am 
inclined to suppose that all three were struck by the pretenders with whom Nicephorus III 
had to contend at the beginning and end of his reign, and that a provincial origin accounts 
for both the rarity of actual specimens and for the fact that only one of them has been 
identified amongst the undertypes of imperial issues. 

11 E.g., a hoard of nineteen coins found at Sparta in 1949 which included Classes A2 (2 specimens), 
thcBritish School at Athens . « [1950], 294-5). P O' ( 
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Sabatier and Wroth assumed without question that the Anonymous Folles were all 
struck at Constantinople, but Whitting’s work on them led him to believe that a number 
of mints were involved. Many difficulties could be explained on such a hypothesis. One 
is the rarity of Classes E and F—to which D can also be added—and the uncertainty 
that formerly existed over their order of issue, since evidence of overstrikes seemed 
contradictory. They all have essentially the same reverse type—15 X5 || bASIL€ |[ bASIL 
with an ornament above and below—and the situation would be simplified if one could 
envisage them as a single issue, with three mints interpreting differently a general 
instruction to use a figure of Christ as an obverse type. Similarly, one could avoid the 
difficulty numismatists have felt over admitting the apparently simultaneous issue of 
signed and anonymous coins in the same mint, with the dies for one being used indis¬ 
criminately to overstrike specimens of the other. The coins could be attributed to different 
mints, or at least one could assume enough leeway between the time-tables of different 
mints to explain why there exist, say, coins of Class G overstruck on signed coins of 
Romanus IV and also coins of Romanus IV overstruck on ones of Class G. If signed and 
Anonymous Folles were being struck together in a single mint, one would expect accidental 
muling of types to have occasionally occurred, but no instance of such has been reported. 
A number of mints are likely, on a priori grounds, to have been opened to cope with 
Class A2, since the increase in weight would probably—though not necessarily®— 
imply a general recoinage, although the same consideration would not apply to later 

Class A2 differs from the others in its extraordinary variety of ornamentation, and its 
problems will be discussed separately below. The mint attributions of the other classes 
can be considered at two levels. Are there divergences in style, weight, fabric, or design 
within a class which, when linked with irregularities in distribution, would justify 
our attributing the coins to a number of mints? Or are there grounds for assigning 
entire classes to separate mints, as has been suggested above as a possibility for Classes D, 
E, and F ? 

The only serious attempt which has been made to examine the question of mints has 
been that of D. M. Metcalf, which he did on the basis of a comparison between the propor¬ 
tions of different classes found in various excavations, particularly those of Athens, 
Corinth, and Antioch.® While he has brought to light many points of considerable 
significance, the main question remains unsolved. If the copper coinage between 970 and 
1092, both signed and unsigned, be taken as a whole, the proportions between the different 
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classes at Athens and Corinth are with few exceptions very close indeed, while those of 
Antioch are in some respects very different. This is partly a consequence of the troubles 
that beset Asia Minor and Syria in the 1070’s—the proportion of coins of Michael VII 
and all later classes at Antioch is very low, 9.4 percent of the total as against 54.4 percent 
at Athens and 38.0 percent at Corinth—but there are also big discrepancies in the period 
of Constantine X; Antioch has 11.6 percent signed coins of this emperor as against 
1.0 percent at Athens and 0.9 percent at Corinth, while it has no coins at all of Class F 
as against 2.5 percent at both of the Greek sites. Some of these discrepancies are borne 
out by material from elsewhere, and Metcalf concludes that, as between Constantine X 
and Nicephorus III, the former’s coins were primarily those of the metropolitan region 
while the latter's were a provincial issue, and that the coins of Classes E and F were 
struck in Greece, possibly at Thessalonica, and not in any quantity elsewhere. 

Whether further research will endorse these conclusions remains to be seen, for 
alternative explanations of some of the discrepancies can easily be envisaged. A difference 
of 9 percent in the proportions of signed coins of Nicephorus III between Athens and 
Corinth may be due to the civil wars of his reign having affected the even distribution of 
coin. Antioch had not simply a higher percentage of signed coins of Constantine X than 
had Athens and Corinth; it had a higher proportion of signed coins of Constantine X, 

stantine X being actually struck at Antioch—they play a prominent role in Rumanian 
hoards—one might argue that a special effort was made to push the circulation of coins 
bearing the name and effigy of the reigning emperor in peripheral parts of the Empire, 
while the Anonymous types were left to find their way into the provinces by the slower 
processes of commerce. Class F may have been absent from Antioch, but it circulated 
sufficiently widely in Asia Minor 29 for me to be sceptical of the claim that is was 
predominantly Greek in origin. We know so little about the factors governing the 
distribution of coin that we must proceed cautiously about using small inequalities in 
site finds as evidence of local minting. 

A related problem is that of the mints of the "signed" coinages of 1059-92. Wroth 
ascribed these folles to Constantinople without discussion, while Hendy has recently 
argued that they should be attributed to Thessalonica. 2 * A large proportion of the copper 
tetarteron coins of Alexius I of the post-reform period seem to come from this mint, and 
since many of these are marked by a cross or by an imperial monogram, or by both, it 
is not unreasonable to make a similar attribution for coins of the years 1059-92, which in 
many cases display the same characteristics. In one particular case Hendy holds the attribu¬ 

tion to be a certainty. The rare folles with CBNB in the angles of a cross, 22 which some 
years ago I tentatively attributed to the usurper Nicephorus Bryennius (1077-8), he 
transfers to another would-be usurper, Nicephorus Basilacius (1078), who is known to 

“ M. F. Hendy. Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire tOSI-1261, Dumbarton 
XII (Washington, D.C., 1969), 77-80. 

” Below, pp. 836-8. 
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have been in possession of Thessalonica immediately prior to his overthrow by the future 
emperor Alexius Comnenus. 

The attribution of these "signed” coins to a provincial mint or mints is obviously an 
attractive theory, but their specific ascription to Thessalonica involves a number of 
difficulties. It is not borne out by what we know of their distribution, imperfect as this 
knowledge is, and in the specific case of the CBNB coins Hendy’s argument is a circular 
one: the coins were struck at Thessalonica because this city was held by Basilacius, and 

they were struck by Basilacius rather than Bryennius because Basilacius is known to 

have occupied Thessalonica. It is argued later that they were not struck by Basilacius, 

and that they certainly cannot have been struck at Thessalonica if this was an already 

flourishing mint. 

Any mint attributions of the "signed” folles of the later eleventh century must take 
their distribution and the pattern of their overstriking into account. Table 23 includes 
figures for the number of specimens in three major collections (Dumbarton Oaks, the 
British Museum, and the Bibliotheque Nationale), to give an impression of their relative 
rarity, together with those from three important excavations and from the Georgian 
National Museum. 28 Although the coins at Tiflis are not excavation material in the strict 


table 23 


Distribution of Signed Folles, 1059-92 
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sense, they are mainly if not entirely of local provenance and can be used as evidence of 
the circulating medium of the region. 

If all the signed folles had been struck at a single provincial mint, one would expect 
some degree of uniformity in their local distribution. Irregularities in the small figures 
count for little, since the element of chance is so great. The exceptionally high figure of 
forty-nine specimens of Constantine X's Class 1 at Antioch is a warning against overhasty 
conclusions, for if one had no comparative material outside that given here one might 
fairly assume that they were minted in the city, which was certainly not the case. But 
the discrepancy between the small numbers of signed coins of Constantine X, Romanus IV, 
and Michael VII found at Antioch and Corinth and the huge numbers of Nicephorus III 
and of Alexius I's (Thessalonican) Class 2 from the same sites cannot be passed over so 
easily. If the later coins were minted at Thessalonica, and the numbers found give a fair 
picture of those reaching the two cities, why do not we find comparably large numbers 
of the early issues as well ? 

Mr. Hendy, in discussing the matter with me, has argued that the discrepancy resulted 
from a change in arrangements for coin distribution. Under Nicephorus it was decided 
that Thessalonica should supply Greece with coin, which it had not been specially engaged 
in doing before, and large quantities of his folles were in consequence sent to the provincial 
capitals. But if Thessalonica were now supplying Greece one would expect a decline in 
imports of Anonymous Folles from Constantinople, for which there is no evidence at 
all, 21 and the difficulty of assigning the folles of Nicephorus III to the same provincial 
mint as those of his predecessors is reinforced by the evidence of their overstriking. Coins 
from a single provincial mint would tend to be fairly frequently overstruck on each other, 
since there would be higher proportions of such signed coins in local circulation. As 
between the coins of Constantine X, Romanus IV, and Michael VII such overstriking 
is in fact common, though the proportions are not so high as to prove them products of 
a single mint. 80 With Nicephorus III, however, we find the astonishing fact that none of 
those in the major collections are overstruck on earlier signed coins. What the explanation 
of this anomaly may be we do not know—it was certainly not a question of weight, since 
Nicephorus’ signed coins are frequently overstruck on anonymous ones 81 —but it seems 
to dispose completely of the idea that all pre-Alexian signed coins come from a single 
provincial mint. It is equally clear that the signed coins of Nicephorus III stand apart 
from the rest, though whether they should be attributed to Thessalonica, or perhaps 
even to a local mint at Athens, is for the future to decide. In the present state of our 
knowledge I see no satisfactory alternative to cataloguing them all under Constan- 

■ Athens finds included 359, 77, and 234 of Classes I, J, and K respectively, while for Corinth the 
figures were t85. 59, and 146. 

" Constantine X's Class 2 is found overstruck on his Class 1 (3 out of 11 identifiable overstrikes 
at Athens, 3 out of « coins in the BM), Romanus IV on Constantine X (2 out of 20 coins at DO), 
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Ornaments on Class A2. Class A2 differs from the other classes of Anonymous Folles 
in the great variety of ornaments found on the coins that belong to it. The variations 
occur on both the obverse and reverse, on the obverse in the ornaments of the arms of 
the cross in Christ's nimbus and on the cover of the Gospel Book, on the reverse in those 
above and below the four lines of inscription. Other classes arc remarkably uniform in 
these particulars; stylistic differences apart, I know of only isolated variants in Classes I) 
and E (cf. Pis. lx. Da, lxi. Ea), and for the rest there seem to be none at all. But for 
Class A2 between fifty and sixty variants are known. The basic listing of them is that of 
Bellinger, on the basis of the material found at Corinth. Subsequent research has found 
little to add to it, but since some of those he recorded, often from poorly preserved speci¬ 
mens and with reservations over details, have not been confirmed, the precise total 
cannot be given with certainty. An amended table is given on p. 645. It preserves 
his basic numbering, since the time has not yet come to revise it, and new varieties have 
been interpolated into the list (as la, 14a, 14b, etc.) at what seem the most suitable places. 
The table is not wholly satisfactory, since Bellinger’s list was constructed as a convenient 
index rather than scientifically, so that it takes no account of the sizes or general appearance 
of the coins on which the ornaments are found. It is this that in large measure explains 
the confused effect given by the reproductions of the coins on Pis. xlviii-liv, with 
large and small coins indiscriminately mixed together. 

How should these ornaments be interpreted ? There clearly must have been a purpose 
behind them; it cannot be supposed that the die-sinkers devised them for themselves and 
used them at random. Equally, however, they represent details of a kind which no central 
government bureau would concern itself with; the mint must have received instructions 
to differentiate between its coins in some way, it being left to the mint authorities to 
decide how best to do it. Further, the folles on which the ornaments occur correspond, 
at least in large measure, to the reign of Basil II, and it cannot be an accident that similar 
though not always identical ornaments occur on his nomismata and miliaresia, in the nimbus 
of Christ and on the shaft of the cross in the first case, and above and below the inscriptions 
in the other. It seems evident that at the beginning of his reign, and presumably in 977, 
the mint was instructed to mark its products, in all metals, in some fashion, and devised 
such ornaments to do so. 

From this point we can only argue by analogy. The ornaments are far too numerous 
to indicate mints or officinae, and wherever large numbers of similar ornaments occur in 
numismatics, the explanation for them is almost always chronological in character. They 
may separate the periods of time for which individual officials were responsible for mint 
output, whether these periods were regular and precise, like the six-monthly sequence 
of magistrates’ marks one finds on the late mediaeval coins of Florence, or irregular, 
like those identifying the output of particular massari at the mint of Venice. Or they may 
be dissociated from individuals and simply mark periods of time, being chosen and 
changed at regular intervals by the mint authorities, just as the dates had been changed 
annually on coins of the sixth and seventh centuries. 

Some such scheme, I would suggest, was in operation during Basil's reign. It has been 
argued above that there is some reason to believe that the ornaments on his signed coinage 
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H. Longuet listed in NZ, 77 (1957). 39. Nos. 225-38, some variants to Wroth—he did 

and the Hollschek collection, from which most of them were taken, is now dispersed. 

Ratto 1932 is described as having • • • above the inscription, but since no details of the orna¬ 
ments on the nimbus and book are given, and the reading may possibly have been an error 


were changed at yearly intervals, with twenty-four marks covering Classes II and III 
of his nomismata, issued between 977 and 1001, and about twelve those of Class II of 
his miliaresia, datable with fair certainty to 977-89. Class A2 of the copper, however, 
began in 977 and ended some years before 1042, since Class C was either introduced or 
already being struck in that year and Class B has to be fitted in before it. The period of 
issue of Class A2 may thus correspond to Basil II’s reign, or it may have run on through 
those of Constantine VIII and possibly Romanus III as well, but it is not likely to have 
gone on longer. The periods of time involved would be forty-nine years, or fifty-two years, 
or fifty-seven years, figures corresponding very well to the number of ornaments known 
for Class A2. There are obvious difficulties in such an interpretation, the chief one being 
the great variety of weights found associated with some of the commoner marks, for while 
one weight change in a year is acceptable, the occurrence of several seems unlikely. Much 
of the material available for study comes from excavations and can throw little light on 
the matter; what is needed is hoard material which may indicate how the coins are 
grouped together in time. The problem, in any case, is one for extended research, to which 
the material here published may make some contribution. 
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Gospel book 

and beneath 






650 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 1-2) 


No. 



1 

Date 




Var. 1 

Nimbus cross with one pellet, 
book with SS, inscr. with — OXi — 
above and beneath 

976(?)- 
c.1030/35 

*A2.1.1 

\JE 24.58 

37 4. 

4. 


A2.1.2 

A2.1.3 

Le P 18.47 
JE 13.01 

35 ,/ 
30 | 

4 

4 


A2.1.4 

JE 10.57 

32 / 

* 





Var. la 





Nimbus cross with one pellet, 
book with H, inscr. with <=> 
above and beneath 


*A2.1a 

JE 8.66 

27 ; 

4 





Var. 2 





Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with M, nothing above or 
beneath inscr. 


A2.2.1 | 

JE 16.73 | 

32 i 

| Form of A obscure | 


A2.1-50 

These differ f 

rom Class 

Al in being generally much larger in size and by h 

aving in the 


majority of cases varying ornaments in the nimbus cross, on the Gospel Book, and above 
and beneath the reverse inscription. They are given here in the order of Bellinger's 
classification (above, pp. 645-7), the numbering being the same. As with Class Al, 
the inscriptions are rarely entirely legible, but since they show little variation the 




SftSfeft 





652 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 3-6) 



w‘ al 

Size 

| 


•A2.3.12 

IE 

9.84 

26 ,/ 



976(?)- 

A2.3.13 

JE 

8.72 

28 4 


A 

e.1030/35 






Var. 4 






Nimbus cr 

oss with two pellets, 






book with CT, 

inscr. with pellet above 


*A2.4 

JE 

14.98 

31 4 | 


Var. 5 






Nimbus cr 

oss with two pellets, 






book with 

ffS, inscr. with pellet 






abov 

e and beneath 


•A2.5.1 

JE 

16.23 

31 4 


| Form of A obscure . 


•A2.5.2 

JE 

15.64 

31 4 


Form of A obscure, 

! upper pellet very . 


A2.5.3 

JE 

14.03 1 

33 4 


A 


A2.5.4 

JE 

12.46 

32 4 


A 


A2.5.5 

JE 

12.07 

31 4 


A 


A2.5.6 

JE 

10.28 

30 \ 


A 







Var. 6 






Nimbus cr 

oss with two pellets, 






book with H, inscr. with — 






abov 

e and beneath 


*A2.6 1 

JE 

11.78 | 

33 4 1 


1 A 






ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 6a-8) 
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- 

Metal 1 

“■j 






Var. 6a 





Nimbus cross with two pellets, 

book with HI, inscr. with- 

above and beneath 

976(?)- 
c.1030/35 

(A2.6a) 



(Miss Edwards, from 1 

Corinth) 





Var. 7 





Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with SI, inscr. with — — 
above and beneath 


•A2.7.1 

A2.7.2 

A2.7.3 

/E 19.02 ' 
* 11.27 

/E 9.21 

33 \ 
30 \ 

34 \ 

Book obscure j A 

Double struck and 
obscure 

1 A 


A2.7.4 

,E 8.40 

29 | 

41 










Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with SB, inscr. with v 
above and beneath 


*A2.8 j 

\jE 14.61 

29 \ 

Cross and book 1 A 

obscure 


A2.7.1 

W. (John I) 20, R.— 



A2.7.3 

A2.7.4 

Whittemore 

Schindler 1960 

Schindler 1960 

W. (John I) 26, R. 1953 

the Museum of the ANS** ^ y y ger and "* cl< " 




654 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 9-11) 



Metal 

iit 

— 

— 

- 




Var. 9 





Nimbus cross with two pellets. 

976(?)- 




book with PS, ins 

r, with - — 

c.1030/35 




above and beneath, pear-shaped 





ornaments outside nimbus 


*A2.9 

M 14.26 

35 / 


41 





Var. 

0 





Nimbus cross wi 

i two pellets. 





book with B5, in 

,cr. with -Hf(?) 





above and beneath 


(A2.10) 

14.94 

33 

(W. [John I) 25) 






Var. 

1 





Nimbus cross wi 

i two pellets, 





book with PI, in 

scr. with 4361- 





above and beneath 


A2.11.1 

* 17.90 

33 / 


A 


•A2.11.2 

JE 15.60 

33 4 


A 


•A2.11.3 

® 14.81 

34 / 




*A2.11.4 

M 14.04 

32 4 





A2.9 Schindler 1960 

(A2.10) Probably identical with No. 11; see note above, p. 646. 
A2.11.1 Swiss Collection 1956 

W. (John I) R. 1936 
A2.11.2 Swiss Collection 1956 

A2.ll.3-4 Schindler 1960 







656 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 14b-16) 



Nimbus cross with two pellets, 976( ?)- 

book with ffi, inscr. with •=• c. 1030/35 

above and beneath 


(A2.14b) * 8.52 28 1 ( BNC , PI. LXXX.12) | 

Var. 15 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
above and beneath 

(A2.15) iE (Bellinger 15, from 

Corinth) 

Var. 15a 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with H, inscr. with — A — 
above and beneath 

(A2.15a) JE (Miss Edwards, from I 

Corinth) 

Var. 16 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with 85, inscr. with — A — 
above and beneath 

•A2.16.1 Le 17.94 32 \ I A 

A2.16.2 Le 17.79 34 1 A 

A2.16.3 Le 15.60 34 1 Inscr. blurred by j 

| double striking | 




ANONYMOUS FOLLES - 


a2 (varieties 16a-19) 
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No. 

Wt. 

"Sn' , 

Obverse I Reverse 

Date 

A2.16a.l 

JE 16.84 

35 | 

Var. 16a 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with H, inscr. with — • A • - j 

above and beneath 

A 

976( ?)- 
e.1030/35 

*A2.16a.2 

IE 14.17 

32 \ 



*A2.17 

/E 13.82 

32 4 

Var. 17 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with SS, inscr. with — h — 
above and beneath 

1 * 


A2.18.1 

* 14.50 

32 4 

Var. 18 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with Si, inscr. with — R — 
above and beneath 


•A2.18.2 

I .E 13.81 

34 \ | 



(A2.19) 

IE 


Var. 19 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with PB, inscr. with — P — 

(Bellinger 19, source 



A2.16a.l Whittemore 

W. (John I) 37 (>; see Var. 30 below). R. 1935 
A2.16a.2 Schindler 1960 

A2.17 Schindler 1960 

W. (John I) 15, R. 1926 

A2.18.1 Swiss Collection 1956 § “1 S' 

W. (John I) 16-17, R. 1927 
A2.18.2 Schindler 1960 







ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 19a-23) 



S' 

Obverse Reverse 

JE 19.82 

34 4 

Var. 19a 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with PS, inscr. with — w — 
above and beneath 

| Form of A obscure 

JE 12.32 

32 + 

Var. 20 

Nimbus cross with two pellets, book with H, 
inscr. with nothing above, pellet beneath 

JE 9.44 

27 \ 

Var. 21 

Nimbuscrosswith two pellets, book with PB, 
inscr. with — sk — above and beneath 

1 A 

m. 

E. 12.36 

33 | 

Var. 22 

Nimbuscrosswith two pellets, book withlHI, 
inscr. with —0 — above and beneath 

(Bellinger 22, source 
not given) 

Var. 23 

Nimbuscrosswith two pellets, bookwithPS, 
inscr. with — 0 — above and beneath 

1 A 


{. 1923 



ANONYMOUS FC 


a2 (varieties 23-24) 
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No. 

wf 1 

Sr 

Obverse 


Date 

A2.23.2 

JE 11.91 

33 | 



976(?)- 

A2.23.3 

JE 11.73 

32 j 


A 

e.1030/35 




Var. 24 





Nimbuscrosswith two pellets, book with SB 





inscr. with above and beneath 1 


A2.24.1 

JE 12.64 

28 


A 


A2.24.2 1 

JE 12.34 

29 4 


A 


♦A2.24.3 

JE 11.75 

29 ,/ 


A 


A2.24.4 ' 

JE 11.44 

29 4 


A 


A2.24.5 ] 

JE 10.91 

29 \ 


A 


A2.24.6 * 

JE 10.67 

29 4 


A 


A2.24.7 , 

JE 10.62 

29 4 


A 


A2.24.8 : 

JE 10.35 

30 \ 


A 


A2.24.9 

JE 10.33 

32 4 


* 


A2.24.10 1 

JE 10.27 

25 \ 


& 


A2.24.ll 

JE 10.27 

28 \ 


A 


A2.24.12 

JE 10.25 

28 / 


A 


A2.24.13 

JE 10.11 

28 \ ! 


A 


A 2.24.14 

JE 9.53 

28 ,/ 


A 




1956 





660 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETY 24) 


.. 

“Sr. 


Reverse Date 

1 

A2.24.15 M 

9.13 

27 

i 


A 976(?)- 

A2.24.16 ZE 

8.82 

26 

J\ 


A c.1030/35 

A2.24.17 JE 

8.49 

27 

l 


A 

A2.24.18 ZE 

8.39 

21 



Form of A obscure 

A2.24.19 ZE 

8.26 

26 

i 


A 

A2.24.20 ZE 

8.26 

27 

S 



•A2.24.21 ZE 

8.24 

27 




A2.24.22 ZE 

8.11 

27 




A2.24.23 Ai 

7.67 

27 



A 

A2.24.24 ZE 

7.52 

27 

1 


Form of A obscure 1 

*A2.24.25 JE 

7.11 

25 


Three dots in upper 

/A 

A2.24.26 IE 

6.71 

24 

\ ) 


A 

A2.24.27 ZE 

6.66 

25 

* 


A 

A2.24.28 ZE 

4.18 

18 



A 


A2.24.15 Whittemore 
A2.24.16 Swiss CoUection 1956 

17 Swiss Collection 1956 










fefeftfe 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES - i 


a2 (varieties 24a-25) 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 26-29) 


•A2.26.1 as 19.29 I 33 i 

A2.26.2 SE 17.95 33 i 

A2.26.3 M 17.70 33 

A2.26.4 ai 15.58 35 1 

A2.26.5 ai 13.39 36 | 

'A2.26.6 M 12.90 32 i I 


Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with El, inscr. with • • 

above and beneath 

A(?) 

Form of A obscure | 

A(?) 


Var. 27 (and 28) 
Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with 13, inscr. with • v • 
above and beneath 


Nimbus cross with two pellets, 
book with iff, inscr. with — O 
above and beneath 





ANONYMOUS FOU.ES - ' 


I a2 (varieties 30-32) 
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No. 

wt. 

Die Po- 

Obverse Reverse 

Date 





Var. 30 






Nimbus cross with three pellets, 

976(?)- 





book with IPS, inscr. with — — 

c.1030/35 





above and beneath 


(A2.30) 

R 

19.39 

34 

(W. [John I] 37) 






Var. 31 






Nimbus cross with book with ffl. 






j inscr. with • ♦ • above and beneath 


•A2.31.1 

R 

17.11 

33 | . 

A 


A2.31.2 

r 

13.96 

34 s'\ 

A 






Var. 32 






Nimbus cross with ■f, book with 






inscr. with * above and beneath 


•A2.32.1 

R 

13.00 

32 i 

A 


A2.32.2 

R 

12.90 

30 i 

A 


A2.32.3 

R 

11.08 

29 ; 

A 


A2.32.4 

R 

10.87 

29 ^ 

A 


A2.32.5 

R 

10.39 

29 J 

A 


A2.32.6 

R 

10.23 


A 


A2.32.7 

R 

9.83 

30 / 

A 


A2.32.8 

\R 

9.20 

29 \ 

A 


A2.32.9 

\R 

8.54 

28 \ 

* 



(A2.30) 

A2.31.1 

A2.31.2 

A2.32.1 

A2.32.2-3 

A2.32.4 

A2.32.5-6 

A2.32.7 


VV. (Basil II) 21. R. 1951 
Schindler 1950 
Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (Basil II) 22-23. R. 1952 
Swiss Collection 1956 

Peirce 1948 gift of Royal! Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 32-34) 

- 


°2r 


Date 

♦A2.32.10 

A2.32.ll 

!E 7.75 
m. 7.09 

26 l 
28 1 

I 

976( ?)- 
c.1030/35 




Var. 32a 





Nimbus cross with book ornament 
obscure, inscr. with — 4> - 
above and beneath 


*A2.32a j 

/E 6.26 j 

27 ^ 

| off flan 





Var. 33 





Nimbus cross with v, book with H, 
inscr. with <=“» above and beneath i 


(A2.33) 



(Bellinger 33, source 
not stated) 





Var. 33a 





Nimbus cross with •>, book with B, 
ornament with • 0 • above and beneath 1 


(A2.33a) 

/E 18.00 

27 

(BNC, II. 598, No. 64) | 





Var. 34 





Nimbus cross with X, book ornament 
uncertain, inscr. with — * — 
above and beneath 


(A2.34) 

* 


(Bellinger 34, from 

Corinth) 


A2.32.SM1 

A2.32a 

Swiss Collect 

ion 1956 




ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS ,\2 (VARIETIES 35-39) 665 


No. 

d s 2„°' obvers< 

1 

: Reverse Date 




Var. 35 



Nimbus cri 

oss with book with SB, 976( ?)- 



inscr. with 

- O - above and beneath c.1030/35 

(A2.35) * 


(Bellinger 35, 

source 1 



not stated) 

1 



' 

^ar. 36 (and 37) 



Nimbus cr. 

oss with X, book with SB, 



inscr. with 

— T — above and beneath 

•A2.36.1 R 

16.41 

35 i 

1 Form of A 




obscure 

*A2,36.2 M 

15.04 

34 1 

Form of A 




obscure 

A2.36.3 JE 

14.39 

33 i 

A 




Var. 38 



Nimbus crc 

>ss with X, book ornament 1 




n, inscr. with — > X < — 



above and beneath 

(A2.38) Le 


(Bellinger 38, 

source 1 



| not stated) 

| 




Var. 39 



Nimbus cri 

oss with book with SB, 



insc 

r. with above 




nd 'vvr beneath 

A2.39.1 \m 

11.58 

28 | Head of Chris 

tvery 1 A 



large 

I : 


exist, the upper — T — having been misread as — o —. 
A2.36.I Peirce 1948 from St, Louis Coin Co. vi. 29 


A2.36.2-3 Schindler 1960 
A2.39.1 Peirce 1948 

W. (Basil II) 26-29, R. 1956-7 



fe 6 fe 


a2 (varieties 39-40) 







a2 {varieties 40-40a) 


667 




Size 

o— 

Reverse D.t. 

A2.40.13 iE 

9.51 

31 ; 



A 976(?)- 

A2.40.14 JE 

8.79 

25 {, 



A | c.1030/35 

A2.40.15 iE 

8.71 

27 i 

Book obscure 


A 

A2.40.16 JE 

8.23 

28 i 



A 

A2.40.17 /£ 

8.16 

26 \ 



A 

•A2.40.18 JE 

8.06 

27 \ 



A 

A2.40.19 JE 

7.39 

29 | 

Book obscure 


A 

A2.40.20 iE 

7.35 

28 i 



A 

A2.40.21 /E 

7.30 

25 i, 



A 

A2.40.22 ;E 

7.13 

25 1 

Book obscure 


A 

vei 

ry worn 





A2.40.23 * 

6.27 

28 1 



A 





Var. ‘ 

10a 




Nimbus cros 

LS with : 

book with HI, 




inscr. 

, with >4 

tbs, above 




and beneath 

*A2.40a.l iE 

16.50 

33 J. 



A 

*A2.40a.2 E 

16.18 

33 | ! 



A 

A2.40a.3 JE 

12.98 

30 l 



A 

A2.40a.4 JE 

11.30 




A 

A2.40a.5 JE 

8.58 

25 | | 



A 


A2.40.14 Peirce 1948 gift of Royall Tyler from Budapest vii. 32 



A2.40a.l Peirce 1948 

A2.40a.2 Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x.: 

A2.40a.3 Schindler 1960 





a2 (varieties 40b-41) 


668 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS 



A2.40b.l Schindler 1960 

W. (Basil II) —, R. — 

A2.50b.3 Swiss CoUection 1956 

A2.41 The b (of bASIL6V bfliSIL€') in this group usually approximates the form of a 

A2.41.1 Swiss Collection 1956 

W. (Basil II) 38-40. R. 1964-5 
A2.41.2 Swiss Collection 1956 

A2.41.3 Whittemore 


ad 1. vii. 28 




ANONYMOUS FOLLES - 


a2 (varieties 41-42) 


669 


- 


sition 

<*- 

Reverse 

Date 

A2.41.12 

JE 10.55 : 


Letters blundered 

Letters blundered; 

976(?)- 




(+€+NNO 0 IMI) 

last line reads 

c.1030/35 





bAIL€ 


A2.41.13 

JE 10.18 

28 4 


A 


A2.41.14 

je io.i7 

27 \ 


0; -HhSH || 






XRISL4 (without 






terminal S’s) 


A2.41.15 

JE 10.00 

27 \ 


A 


A2.41.16 

JE 9.99 

27 \ 


0 


A2.41.17 

JE 9.41 

30 \ 


0 


A2.41.18 1 

JE 9.31 

28 \ 


0 


A2.41.19 

JE 8.82 

28 4 


4 


A2.41.20 

JE 8.75 

26 / : 


0 


A2.41.21 

m 8.7i 

26 4 


0 


A2.41.22 

JE 8.67 

29 4 


4t 


A2.41.23 

JE 8.63 

28 4 


A 


A2.41.24 

JE 8.13 

27 \ 


Form oi A obscure 


A2.41.25 

JE 6.86 

25 4 


A 


A2.41.26 

JE 6.07 

25 \ 


A 





Var. • 

42 





Nimbus cross with S* 

!, book ornament 





uncertain, inscr. 






above and beneath 


(A2.42) 

JE 


(Bellinger 42, source 






[ not stated) 








670 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETIES 42a-44) 



Nimbus cross with *, book with *, j 976(?)- 
inscr. with ■=•=» above and beneath | c.1030/35 


*A2.42a \m 10.10 27 l +CIIOA NOVHA | A 
Var. 42b 

Nimbus cross with *, book with 5S, 
inscr. with — © — above and beneath 
(A2.42b) | j (ANS) | 

Var. 43 

Nimbus cross with X, book with SB, 

A2.43.1 m 12.03 31 I | A 

•A2.43.2 * 11.39 28 | | A 

A2.43.3 /E 10.82 29 i A 

A2.43.4 /E 10.55 28 ( A 

A2.43.5 IE 10.11 26 \ A 

*A2.43.6 /E 9.19 30 i A 

Var. 44 

(Omitted; probably identical 
with Var. 47) 


A2.42a Whittemore 





ANONYMOUS FOLLES - ■ 


a2 (varieties 45-47) 
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No. 

wt. 

Size 
Die Po- 

Obverse 

- 




Var. 45 





Nimbus cross with crescent, book with X, 

976(?)- 




inscr. with 4> above and beneath 

c.1030/35 

A2.45.1 

JE 15.39 

32 / 

A 


*A2.45.2 

& 13.80 

30 4 

A 


A2.45.3 

JE 11.15 

32 / 

A 


A2.45.4 

JE 10.59 

31 | 

A 


*A2.45.5 

JE 10.23 

30 4 

A 


A2.45.6 

JE 9.30 

29 \ 

A 


A2.45.7 

JE 8.11 

29 4 

A 


A2.45.8 

* 6.85 

27 4 

A 



very worn 







Var. 46 


(A2.46) 

JE 9.43 

29 

(Probably identical 1 





with Var. 45) 





Var. 47 





Nimbus cross with □, book with X, 





inscr. with □ above and beneath 


A2.47.1 

JE 18.01 

34 4 



A2.47.2 

JE 15.68 

31 \ 





A2.45.6 


A2.45.8 

(A2.46) 


W. (ConstantineVIII) 10-11, R.— 
Swiss Collection 1956 


Schindler 1960 
Swiss Collection 1956 
W. (Constantine VIII) 12-13, R. 1961 
Swiss Collection 1956 




672 


(VARIETY 47) 


ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 



A2.47.3-4 Swiss Collection 1956 
A2.47.5 Peirce 1948 acq. x. 27 

A2.47.6 Peirce 1948 from Uncoln xi. 32 

A2.47.8-9 Schindler 1960 



A2.47.16 Whittemore 
A2.47.17-19 Swiss Collection 1956 
A2.47.20 Schindler 1960 



A2.47.23 Whittemore 




ANONYMOUS FOLLES - i 


i a2 (varieties 48-50) 


673 



A2.48 Bellinger gives the ornament in the upright limb of the cross as but the corner pellets 
A2.48.I Swiss Collection 1956 


A2.48.2 Schindler 1960 

A2.48.3-4 SwiiraCollection 1956 

W. (Basil II) 24-25, R. 1954 
A2.49.2 Schindler 1960 

A2.49.3 Whittemore 




ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS A2 (VARIETY 51, IMITATIONS) 





Po- ! Obverse 


A2.50.2 

<E 

16.61 1 

32 

/\ 

Form of A obscure j 976( ?)- 

*A2.50.3 

/E 

15.79 [ 

35 


Form of A obscure | c.1030/35 

A2.50.4 

M 

15.06 1 

31 

\ 1 

1 Form of A obscure 

•A2.50.5 


13.34 

31 




pierced 








Var. 51 





Nimbus cross with two pellets, book with SB, 





inscr. with - + - 

■ above and beneath 

(A2.51) 

Le 



(Bellinger 51, from 

1 





Corinth) 






Contemporary Imitations 





1 Same inscr. 

Same inscr. 





(blundered) and 

(blundered), with 





1 type, with varying 

varying ornaments 







*A2.52.1 

|iE 

11.45 

28 

\ 6UH[]M 

+lhSH|hRIITM|j 





Nimbus cross with 

bASIL€||bAIL€, 





1 •>, book obscure 

with 






1 ornaments \ 


A2.50.2 Swiss Collection 1956 

A2.50.3 Schindler 1960 

A2.50.4 Swiss Collection 1956 

A2.50.5 Peirce 1948 from Ciani xi 

(A2.51) Bellinger gives the oi 

who had subsequently discovered material to work with, give- 

one pellet respectively. 

are available at Dumbarton Oaks, since they evidently formed an important element, 
of contemporary imitations, and Gerassimov has recorded the finding of an entire hoard 
" ” If. de ilnstitut archiologique bulgare. 17 [1950], 313-15). There is no hard 
ms, defective letter forms, and mixtures of ornaments or types are 

catalogued above, e.g., A2.41.12. 

Whittemore 
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a2 (imitations) 


675 



wt 1 

Size 

Obverse 


- 

•A2.52.2 

M 8.76 

24 l 

Inscr. illegible. 

Nimbus cross with 
book obscure 

and blundered, 
ornaments off flan 

976( ?)- 
g.1030/35 

•A2.52.3 

AS 8.20 

24 J 

X6MMA NOVHA 
Nimbus cross with 
two pellets, book 
with * 

Inscr. correct but 
lettering crude, 

and] beneath 


A2.52.4 

m. lib 

25 J, 

Inscr. illegible. 

Nimbus cross with *, 
book obscure 

and] beneath 


•A2.52.5 

IE. 7.54 

25 | 

]NNV [ 

Nimbus cross with 
two peUets, book 
with ffi 

Inscr. correct, 
ornaments off flan 


•A2.52.6 

AS 6.22 

24 I 

Inscr. off flan. 

Inscr. correct but 

zTtrv above 

[and 

beneath] 



A2.52.2-4 Swiss Collection 1956 
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No. 

Wt. 

Size 


Reverse 


B.7 

* 15.71 

34 1 



c.1030/35- 

*B.8 

B 14.62 

30 4 



1042( ?) 

B.9 

/E 13.28 

30 \ 

Overstruck on rev. 






of Class A2 



B.10 

B 13.13 

28 i 




B.ll 

B 12.91 

30 4 




B.12 

B 12.87 

30 4 




B.13 

B 12.73 

32 / 




B.14 

B 12.60 

30 4 




B.15 

B 12.50 

30 | 




B.16 

B 12.48 

28 J. 




B.17 

B 12.47 

32 \ 




B.18 

B 12.42 

31 4 




B.19 

B 12.41 

30 4 

Double struck 



B.20 

* 11.97 

30 \ 




B.21 

B 11.93 

35 4 




B.22 

B 11.91 

29 4 




B.23 

/E 11.91 

28 4 




B.24 

B 11.64 

29 4 




B.25 

B 11.50 

32 4 




B.26 

B 11.26 

31 4 




B.27 

B 11.25 

32 ,/ 


Overstruck on 






Class A2 


B.28 

B 11.19 

29 4 




B.8 

Peirce 1948 


B.9-10 

Schindler 19 



Vhittemore 


B.13 

'eirce 1948 1 

om Fejer 

B.14-15 

Vhittemore 


B.16 

Schindler 1960 

B.17 

‘eirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 




B.19 

'eirce 1948 


B.20 

■eirce 1948 1 


i xi 32 




B.23 



nxi. 32 

B.24-25 

Vhittemore 


B.26 

Peirce 1948 f 

■om Linco 

n xi. 32 

B.28 

Swiss Collect 

on 1956 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES - • 


* 

*5? 

Die Po- [ Obverse 

— 

... 

B.29 

\/B 

11.15 . 

27 

\ 


i c.1030/35- 

B.30 

JE 

11.05 . 

27 

/ 


1042(?) 

13.31 

/E 

10.98 | 

28 




B.32 

/£ 

10.94 1 

31 

4 Overstruck on 







Class A2.41 



B.33 

JE 

10.82 | 

29 

4 



B.34 

m 

10.81 

27 

4 



B.35 

iE 

10.77 j 

29 

4 



B.36 

m. 

10.75 | 

28 




B.37 

m. 

10.54 

30 




B.38 

IE 

10.49 

30 

\ I 

Overstruck on 


B.39 

JE 

10.34 ' 

30 

4 



•B.40 

/E 

10.28 

30 

^ l 



B.41 

/E 

10.21 ! 

30 

\ 



B.42 

JE 

10.19 

31 

4 

Overstruck on 







Class A2 


B.43 1 

M 

10.08 

29 

4 



B.44 

Le 

10.07 

29 

4 



B.45 ! 

Le 

10.00 

31 

4 

Overstruck on 







Class A 


B.46 


9.95 

29 

4 



B.47 

Le 

9.93 

29 

4 



B.48 

iE 

9.86 

28 

/\ 




B.35-36 

B.38-40 

B.42-43 


Whittemore 

Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. xii. 30 
Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 


Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 


Schindler 1960 
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•ass B 679 

No. 

1 1 s™ ! 

Metal DiePo-l 
Wt - sition 


ffcveme 

B.49 

L 9.60 27 4 ! 


1 c.1030/35- 

B.50 

E 9.58 28 / 


| 1042( ?) 

B.51 

E 9.54 1 29 4 1 



B.52 

E 9.45 29 / 



B.53 

E 9.34 [30 4 ! 


Overstruck on 




Class A 

B.54 

Le 9.11 33 4 



B.55 

Le 9.10 29 4 ' 



B.56 

Ie 8.51 28 4 : 



B.57 

|e 8.49 30 4 1 


Overstruck on 




Class A 

B.58 

,iE 7.99 25 4 



B.59 

|E 7.49 29 4 



B.60 

1* 6.74 31 4 




pierced 



B.61 

.E 6.62 24 4 




flan much 




■ cut down 



B.62 

<E 6.15 29 4 



B.63 

!e 5.13 27 4 

Very thin flan 

Overstruck on 




Class A 

•B.64 

E 7.82 30 4 1 

Countermarked all 



| very worn | 



B.49 

Whittemore 


B.50 



B.51 

Schindler 1960 


B.52 

Peirce 1948 from Spink 



B.53 



B.54 



B.55-57 

Whittemore 


B.58 

Schindler 1960 


B.59-62 

Whittemore 


B.63 

Schindler I960 


B.64 

Schindler 1960 from Weidling 21. vii. 53 




680 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS B (IMITATIONS) 



The blundering of the inscription and the crude style of both the design and lettering condemn 

Bb.1-5 This group of imitations is very strange. The coins are all alike in having no obverse 
inscriptions other than 1C XZ. nimbus ornaments V instead of □ and several regularly 
recurring errors on the reverse (b either reduced to I or ' or dropped entirely, S for S, I for L). 

than the original issue of Class B. Two, Bb.l and Bb.2, are clearly the work of a single 
die-sinker of some artistic competence, while the dies for Bb.5 were made by someone with 
no competence at all. The existence of so many specimens may suggest that a variety of 

even the best of the specimens here (Bb.4) seems to me an imitation. Since the series is 
clearly deserving of study the coins, although imitations, have been included here. 






ANONYMOUS FOLLES - i 


No. 

Metal 

D 2r 

Obverse 

— 

Date 

■» 

* 5.09 

25 i 

X visible to r. 

[]!|AS ll[]||AS ll[] 
Traces of iUegible ' 
overstriking above 

C.1090 

*Bb.5 

Aj 3.16 

25 i 

]C to 1., m illegible. 
Overstruck on rev. 
of Class K. of which 
the large pellets of 

I visible bottom r. 

P XC ||[ ] AS 
ll€|i[]AXIie 



C.l UE 13.05 33 
•C.2 \jE 12.52 33 


+6MMA NOVHA 


Three-quarter-length 
figure of Christ Anti- 
phonetes (Type IVc) 
facing, bearded, with 
cross nimbus having 
pellet in each arm, 
wearing tunic and 

raised in blessing 
in front of body; 

1. holds book with S8 
on cover (usually 
obscure). In field, 

ICXC 


Nl KA 

in angles of jeweled 
cross with pellet at 
end of each arm 


Nl KA 
FJIRA 


1042( ?)- 
c.1050 




682 ANONYMOUS FOLI.ES - CLASS C 



C.10 Whittcmorc 

C.11 Swiss Collection 1956 

C.13-14 Whittemore 
C.17 Whittemore 

C.19 Peirce 1948 acq. vi. 26 






C.32 IE 8.14 28 | Overstruck on 

I Class B 

C.33 JE 8.07 28 i j 

C.34 JE 7.85 29 i j 3 pellets in book 

C.35 JE 7.80 ! 29 i \ 

C.36 JE 7.71 | 30 4 ! 

C.37 JE 7.55 I 29 | j 

C.38 JE 7.30 | 30 1 j 

*C.39 JE 7.06 28 J Overstruck on 


Peirce 1948 from Raymond 
Peirce 1948 from Andronicus x. 28 

8 Whittemore 




ANONYMOUS POLLES - I 


- 

w?' 

Sr 

Obverse 

— 

C.40 1 

JE 

7.06 

30 ' 


Overstruck on j 1042( ?)— 






Class B c.1050 

C.41 

JE 

6.83 

28 i 

Overstruck on 






Class A or B 


C.42 

JE 

6.51 

28 l 


Nl KA 

C.43 

JE 

6.45 

29 \ 

Overstruck on 

! 







C.44 

JE 

6.13 

30 l 



C.45 

JE 

5.91 

32 4 

Overstruck on 






Class A or B 


*C.46 

JE 

8.47 

30 i 


Double struck. 






Countermarked all 

C.47 

JE 

3.46 

25 i 

Only lower part of 

Only 1C X[ and 


cut i 

down 


standing figure on i 

upper part of cross 





flan 

on flan 

C.48 

JE 

3.18 

23 J. ! 




P»g 

rcedj 





C.40-43 Whittemore 

C.45 Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler 25. xii. 27 

R. 2000 is another countermarked specimen of this class. 


Possibly the cutting 


C.47 



ANONYMOUS FOLIES - i 



D.l-34 The obverse type of Christ probably represents a definite icon, as docs that of Class C, but 
of an upright stroke thickened in its lower part, as is the case with Class B. There is normally 
marks and definite bars, and those below, which are thicker at the ends than in the middle 





Eb Eh &i Eb Eb 8s Si Ed 8s Eb Ed ft) Ed ft Ed ft Ed Ed 
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D.7 \X 10.05 30 4 


8.66 j 30 / 
8.58 25 \ 
8.53 26 / 
8.42 31 4 


m St. Louis Coin Co. v 


.20 Schindler 1960 

Swiss Collection 1956 
.22 Whittemore 
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Perhaps a contemporary imitation 
D.34 Peiree 1948 gift of Royall Tyler xi. 32 

Da Schindler 1960 



the standing figure of Class C is just visible. Mr. Bellinger believes the coin to be a contem¬ 

porary imitation, but its style and general appearence point to its being the product of an 
imperial mint, though presumably struck with an early, experimental die. 















9.49 28 4 
9.21 27 | 

9.17 28 \ 


iscription 
[ Bust of Christ 
(Type VI lb) facing, 

! bearded, with cross 

pellet in upright arm 

tunic and himation; 
r. hand raised in 
blessing in sling of 
cloak, 1. holds book. 


with 


ISXS 

bASIL€ 

bASIL' 


20) shows that the class 













ANONYMOUS FOLLES - ■ 



Class F 


| No inscription j — + — I c.1060- 

Christ seated on 1 IS XS | c.1065 

i backless throne (Type j bASIL€ 

; III) facing, bearded, bASIL' 

j with cross nimbus + 

I having pellet in each ! 

j ar j' h " earing tUn ‘ C 

hand raised to side in 
| blessing, 1. hand holds 
book, with X on 

knee. In field, iC XC 
*F.l Le 11.07 28 1 | Pellet in each arm of 

| nimbus cross. Over¬ 
struck on Class E 
and overstruck by 
Class G 

F.2 JE 10.34 29 / [ Corroded and Overstruck on rev. I 

illegible of Class C 

F.3 B 8.77 29 \ Overstruck on 

Class E, nimbus cross 
| visible | 

W. (Michael VI) 3-7. R. 2005 
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This is the only specimen on which the fingers of Christ's left hand, holding the Gospel Book 
F.14 Whittemore 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS G 



No inscription I No inscription c.1065- 

Bust of Christ Bust of the Virgin c.1070 

I (Type IXa) facing, facing, nimbate, 

I bearded, with cross orans, wearing tunic 
nimbus, wearing and maphorion. In | 

j tunic and himation; field, bff 5V. Border i 
r. hand blessing of large pellets 
inwards in sling of 
cloak, scroll held in 1. 

| In field, 1C 5®. Border 
| of large pellets 

G.l JE 11.87 28 | 

G.2 JE 11.80 28 4 

G.3 JE 11.10 29 t 

G.4 JE 10.20 28 4 

G.5 Al 9.79 29 \ 

*G.6 JE 9.75 29 4 

*G.7 JE 9.06 28 \ | 

G.8 JE 8.34 27 4 

G.9 JE 8.30 28 4 i Double struck • 


G.l-28 Class G has a novel bust of Christ, with a scroll instead of a book, and is the first copper coin 
to bear a representation of the Virgin. Although specimens arc usually overstruck, both 






ANONYMOUS FOLLES - Cl 


G.13 

G.14 

G.15 

G.16 

*G.17 

G.18 


8.20 27 / | Double struck 
7.92 28 I ' Overstruck on 
: Class F 

7.92 28 | j Countermarked J-u 


\M 7.00 27 


Le 6.50 26 | 


G.21 pE 6.35 

G.22 \jE ^ 6.18 

G.23 Le 6.16 

G.24 Le 6.05 

G.25 LE 5.69 


Double struck 


Overstruck on Con¬ 
stantine X, Class 1 
(+KC0N and €VAK 
visible)_ 


| of Constantine X, 


G.25 


Schindler 1960 


Whittcmore 


Peirce 1948 from Ciani x. 25 
Schindler 1960 





694 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASSES G, H 


- 

Metal 

S' 

Obverse 

Reverse Date 

G.26 

Ai 5.43 

27 | 

Overstruck 

c.1065- 

G.27 

M 3.93 


Overstruck on 

c.1070 


very worn 


Class F 


G.28 

JE 3.79 

30 \ 

Overstruck; very 





thin flan 

i 




Clas 

sH 




No inscription 

| No inscription c.1070- 




Bust of Christ 

Patriarchal cross j e.1075 




(Type Vllb) facing. 

with one large pellet ; 




bearded, with crosss 

1 and two small 




nimbus having X in 

pellets at each 




arm, wearing tunic 

extremity and floral 




and himation; r. hand 

ornament to 1. and r. 




blessing inwards in 

at base 









book, with X on 





cover from beneath. 1 




29 i | 

In field. It XC 


H.l 1 

JE 8.67 


Overstruck on 





Class F. Little of 





upper type visible 


H.2 | 

/E 7.76 | 

27 i | 










ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS H 695 


No. 

Metal 

Sr 

Obverse Reverse j Date 

H.3 

JE 

7.46 

27 | 

Overstruck on rev. c.1070- 





of Class D, E, or F l 1 c.1075 

H.4 

JE 

7.44 

28 ' 


•H.5 

JE 

7.34 

29 / 

Overstruck on Con- 





stantine X, Class 1 

H.6 

JE 

7.23 

26 l 


•H.7 

JE 

7.14 

26 \ 


H.8 

JE 

6.90 

28 / 


H.9 

JE 

6.32 

27 i 


H.10 

JE 

6.21 

25 \ 


H.ll 

JE 

6.17 

31 i 

Double struck 



ced 



H.12 

JE 

6.16 

26 i 


H.13 

JE 

6.02 

26 ; 

Overstruck on rev. 





of Class D, E, or F 

H.14 

JE 

5.72 

27 i 

Overstruck on rev. 





of Class D or E 

H.15 

JE 

5.62 

28 l 


H.16 

JE 

5.31 



H.17 

JE 

5.30 



H.18 

JE 

5.13 

28 4 


H.19 

JE 

4.85 

25 \ 

I 
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Metal 

Size 1 

Die Po- | Obverse 

— 




Cla 

si 




No inscription 

No inscription 

c.1075- 



Bust of Christ 

Latin cross with one 

c.1080 



(Type Vllb) facing. 

large and two small 




having long, slightly 

pellets at each 



forked beard and 

extremity, small 



cross nimbus with 

cross at intersection. 




one pellet in each 

and pellet with floral 




wearing tunic and 

r. at base. Above, 





crescents to 1. and r. 




blessing inwards in 





sling of cloak, 1. holds 





book, with on 





cover, from beneath. 





In field, 1C XC 



1.1 

/E 121 


Double struck 


*1.2 

E 7.04 

27 i 

Overstruck on 





Class G 


1.3 

/E 7.03 

28 J. Overstruck on 





Class H 



1.4 

7E 6.90 

28 | Beard not forked 

Overstruck on 





Class C 



but differs in detail. The bust of Christ (Type Vllb) has a longer beard, the nimbus ornament 




t*J t*i &) Efi &J tfl fe (9 fe is &J &> tB t*J t9 tD 


6.68 

6.53 

6.52 

6.48 
6.43 
6.40 
6.10 
5.98 
5.87 

5.86 

5.86 

5.78 

5.66 

5.55 

5.48 
5.34 
5.32 
5.30 




27 4 

26 J, 

27 4- 

27 | 

28 4 
23 4- 

23 4 

27 4. 

26 4- 

25 4, 
25 \ 

24 4. 

25 ,/ 

28 / 
25 J. 

24 4. 

25 4 
25 4 
22 4 


Double struck 


Overstruck on 
Michael VII 

Overstruck on 
Michael VII 







ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS I 




Die Po- 

°™ 1 »™ I ■>■“ 

1.27 

£ 5.18 

24 | 

j c.1075- 

1.28 

£ 5.08 

23 l 

c.1080 

1.29 

£ 5.06 

28 \ 


1.30 

£ 4.95 

27 | 

Overstruck on 




Michael VII 

1.31 

£ 4.95 

24 1 


1.32 

£ 4.84 

24 \ 

Double struck 

1.33 

£ 4.81 

25 \ 

Double struck 

1.34 

£ 4.75 

24 * 

Double struck 

1.35 

* 4.74 

23 | 

Double struck 

1.36 

£ 4.63 

24 f 


1.37 

£ 4.62 

23 1 


1.38 

£ 4.47 

25 | 

Overstruck on Con- 




stantine X and 




Eudocia 

1.39 

£ 4.37 

24 ; 


1.40 

£ 4.36 

25 ; 

Double struck 

1.41 

£ 4.30 

26 i 


1.42 

£ 4.21 


Overstruck on 




Constantine X 

*1.43 

£ 4.15 

22 i 


1.44 

£ 4.10 

23 \ 


1.45 

£ 4.07 

25 | 


1.46 

£ 3.94 

23 J. 



1.30 Whittemore 

1.31 Swiss Collection 1956 

1.32 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

1.35 Schindler I960 

1.37 Schindler 1960 

1.40 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 

1.41 Swiss Collection 1956 

1.42 Peirce 1948 from Lincoln xi. 32 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASS J 



J.1-14 The Pantocrator bust without nimbus is unusual, but in its main features this type does not 

leaved base of the cross in Classes H and I and doubled by the two smaller crescents on the 
obverse, is unexplained- Some of the coins (e.g.. J.ll, 12, 14) arc on larger and thinner flans 

rcstriking. No details of the cover of the Gospel Book are visible on the majority of the 
specimens at D.O., but on J.2, 3, 4, and probably 9 it has the row of outer pellets, and one 
or two pellets in the field on either side of the thumb or first finger, characteristic of the 
Pantocrator bust (above, p. 168). On J.10, however, the book is decorated X and is held 

Miss Thompson assigns Classes J-L to 1081-1118, since they belong to the reign of 
Alexius I. but their issue ended with the monetary reform of 1092. 

J.l Swiss Collection 1956 
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ANONYMOUS FOLLES - 


Bust of Christ 
(Type Vllb) facing, 


No inscription e.1085- 

Half-length figure of c.1092 
the Virgin facing, 


each arm of cross, maphorion. To 1., 
i wearing tunic and I M;tor., SV 
| himation; r. hand Border of large 
j raised in blessing in j pellets 
sling of cloak, 1. 

| holds book, with X i 

on cover, from 
beneath. In field, | 

1C XC. Border of 
large pellets 

BL 8.80 25 ? Overstruck on 

I Class J 

Bi 8.22 31 ? Overstruck on Countermarked 'JT j 

Class J, with trace of | 
earlier class beneath 

S. 7.82 25 4. I 

BL 7.29 28 \ Overstruck on 

Class J 

/E 7.29 26 4 Overstruck on 

I Class J _|_j_ 

» This type has a superficial resemblance to that of Class G, but the bust of Christ is of a 

more usual type, holding book instead of scroll, and the reverse shows the half-length figure 

of the Virgin, not simply her bust. The globules in the border are also much larger in size. 

A high proportion of specimens are overstruck, often very perfunctorily, on Class J. On three 

Swiss Collection 1956 

Swiss Collection 1956 

This coin was evidently flattened before rcstriking. The letters of the countermark seem to 
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704 ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASSES K, L 


No. 


“Sr 

Obverse 

Reverse 


•K.22 

/E 4.63 

25 / 



c.1085- 

K.23 

JE 4.50 

22 \ 



1092 

K.24 

/£. 4.39 

22 \ 




K.25 

IE 3.75 

25 J. 




K.26 

m 2.08 

25 4 

Very thin flan 






Clas 

s L 





No inscription 

No inscription 

c.l080(?) 




Bust of Christ (Type 

Latin cross flanked 





IVf?) facing, with 

by 1C (above) XC 





cross nimbus having 

(beneath) Nl (to 1.) 





one pellet in each 

KA (to r.) 





arm, wearing tunic 












of hands and book 






obscure. In field, 1C XC! 



*L.l 

/E 3.87 

22 / 

Xt illegible 

Ml for Nl 






A illegible 



K.23 Peirce 1948 





ANONYMOUS FOLLES - CLASSES M, N 705 



Class M 


No inscription No inscription c.1080(?) 

Christ seated on Latin cross, jeweled, 

square-backed throne having one large 

(Type lid) facing, pellet and two small 

bearded, with cross pellets at end of each 

nimbus having pellet upper arm and large 

in each arm, wearing crescent at base of 

tunic and himation. lower one. Large 

Details of r. hand pellet in each upper 

and Gospel Book quarter of cross 

obscure. In field, IS 55C 

•M.l Le 2.79 25 / 

Class N 

No inscription Patriarchal cross on c.l075(?) 

Bust of Christ base; in field above, 

(Type IVf?) facing, 1C >55; below, Nl KA 

bearded, with cross \ 

nimbus having 

nothing in each arm, 

wearing tunic and 

held in front of body 
in blessing 1. holds 

cover. In field, (C XC \ 



other two are in Paris (BNC. PL txxxt. 200| and Berlin—are in poor condition. The obverse 
type revives that of Class D, while the reverse has affinities with that of Class J, though the 



















CONSTANTINE VIII 
15 December 1025 - 12 November 1028 
Titular Emperor from 962 (probably 30 March) 

Constantine VIII had been Augustus since 962, and his co-emperorship had been 
punctiliously acknowledged on the coinage of Basil II, but not until the latter’s death 
on 15 December 1025 did he become effectively emperor. His reign was as uneventful as 
it was brief. He fell seriously ill on 9 November 1028, hastily regulated the succession by 
marrying his second daughter Zoe to Romanus Argyrus, an elderly and undistinguished 

Wroth’s account of the gold coinage of the reign, which is common, is seriously astray, 
since he has not separated histamena and tetartera and has attributed to Constantine VIII 
one group of coins belonging to Constantine IX. His Type 3 (below, pp. 740-1, Nos. 3.1-18; 
PI. LVIII.3) has a quite different portrait from the others, with a short beard instead of 
a flowing, divided one, and its reduced fineness indicates a later date.* It must be transferred 
back to Constantine IX, to whom it had been given by Sabatier. This reattribution is 
confirmed by the Akcakoca hoard (1953), in which many specimens of this type were 
found with others of Constantine IX, but none of Constantine VIII.* There remain to 
Constantine VIII one type of histamenon and two of tetartera. It may be conjectured 
that the tetarteron having a type corresponding to that of the histamenon is the earlier 
of the two, the type being subsequently altered in order to reduce the possibility of 

No silver coins are known which can be assigned to Constantine VIII. Wroth (p. 492, 
note 1) cited very doubtfully a specimen attributed to him in the Moustier catalogue 
(No. 4091, wrongly numbered 4157 on PI. vn), pointing out that the portrait is that of 
Constantine VII. It is in fact a pattern solidus of this emperor that was never struck 
(above, p. 550). There is at Dumbarton Oaks a one-third miliaresion which Bellinger and 
I originally attributed to Constantine VIII, but since the emperor’s name is spelled KUN, 
while Constantine VIII is invariably and Constantine IX almost invariably spelled CUN, 
I have now no doubt that it belongs to Constantine X (below, p. 765, and p. 773, No. 7b). 

There is no copper coinage in Constantine's name, the mint presumably continuing 
to strike Class A2 of the Anonymous Folles in use under Basil II. 

1 Cedrenus, Bonn ed.. II. 484-5. 

* Grierson, "The Debasement of the Berant in the Eleventh Century," BZ, 47 (1954), 383. 

* Goodacre, Handbook (2nd ed., 1957), 5. This hoard, which also contained the few known specimens 

contents. See below, p.731. ’ * “ P * rSed ’ pred5 ' 
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W. 1, R. 1968 



ROMANUS III Argyrus 
12 November 1028 - 11 April 1034 

Romanus Ill’s reign dated in theory from his coronation on 9 or 10 November 1028, 
but in practice from Constantine VIII's death on 12 November. He was murdered by his 
successor Michael IV on Holy Thursday, 11 April 1034. 1 

The Emperor’s gold and silver coinage is marked throughout by his devotion to the 
Virgin, which was commented upon, in not entirely approving terms, by Psellus. He 
founded and magnificently endowed the church and monastery of St. Mary Peribleptos, 2 
in the southwestern quarter of the city near the Psamathia gate in the seawall, and in 
1030 his restoration work in the church of Blachernae was rewarded by the discovery 
of a splendid icon of the Virgin suckling the Infant Jesus which was believed to have been 
plastered over in iconoclastic times and remained hidden for three hundred years. 8 The 
Virgin is represented in one form or another on all his coins. 

gold coinage The histamenon, having on the obverse a seated Christ and on the 
reverse a representation of the Virgin crowning the emperor, requires no discussion. 
The fact that it is flat, not concave, and the good quality of its gold make it impossible 
that it should belong to Romanus IV. The type and inscription represent a return to 
those of John Zimisces, though there are various small differences: both figures are shown 
full length, the emperor holds a globus cruciger instead of a long cross, and there is no 
Manus Dei above his head. No altogether satisfactory arrangement of the coins, which 
vary among themselves in many small details, can be devised. The Virgin is sometimes 
nimbate and sometimes not; her title may be rendered fit ©or M 0; the two figures, 
particularly that of the Virgin, may be tall and slender or short and squat; the number of 
pellets in the hanging end of the loros varies from four to eight, and there is sometimes 
a pellet attached to its outer tip; Christ's hair sometimes follows closely the lines of his 
head and sometimes is fuller and curlier. The reign is so short that any breakdown into 
groups can have little chronological significance, and the details are not in themselves 
very consistent, since they seem to represent nothing more than the work of different 
die-sinkers and do not serve as evidence of mint organization. Bellinger divided the whole 
coinage into only two categories, based on the form of the R1 © abbreviation, but some of 
the other details seem to me of greater consequence. I would suggest that the variety 
having the Virgin without nimbus is amongst the earliest coins; that there follow the coins 

1 Cedrenus. Bonn ed., II. 505, gives Holy Thursday, 15 April, dates which do not agree, since 
Easter fell on the I4th. MS Coislin 136 gives the 11th, which is evidently correct. 

* Cedrenus, 11.497; Michael Glycas, Bonn ed., p.583; Psellus, Chron., iv. 14-16 {ed. Renauld, 
I. 41-44). The monastery no longer survives, its site being partly occupied by the Armenian church of 
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with slender figures and six to eight pellets on the loros; that the variety with five pellets 
forms a transitional group; and finally that the coinage of the later years has four pellets 
and squat figures. I have therefore arranged the coins on these lines, though I do not feel 
that too much significance should be attached to the details. The coinage must have been 
extensive, since despite the large number of specimens at Dumbarton Oaks I have 
noticed only one die-link. 

The tetarteron of Romanus III is one commonly attributed to Romanus IV, but the 
high quality of its gold shows that it belongs to the early decades of the century, before 
debasement had begun. 4 Its extreme rarity, coupled with the fact that Romanus’ successor 
Michael IV struck no tetartera at all, suggests that the issue was limited to the very 
beginning of the reign. 

silver coinage The only silver coin attributable to Romanus III is a large and very 
beautiful miliaresion more or less medallic in character, like that of Basil II with the image 
of the Virgin Nikopoios. The obverse shows the Virgin of the type known as Hodegetria, 
standing on a footstool, and holding on her left arm the Infant Jesus. The reverse has the 
emperor standing on a cushion holding a long patriarchal cross and a globus also sur¬ 
mounted by a patriarchal cross. The inscription is a hexameter line reading from one 
side of the coin to the other: flaptWre 001 -iroMawe 6s fjAmKri irdura Kcnop&oi, i.e., "He 
who places his hope on thee, 0 Virgin all-glorious, will prosper in all he does.” Each side 
has a triple border of dots broken by eight larger pellets, a feature copied ultimately from 
the Abbasid dirhem. Specimens of the coin are usually 26-28 mm. in diameter and have 
the figures of the Virgin and the emperor abnormally elongated and slender, but there 
exists a smaller variety of c. 24 mm. diameter on which the normal proportions of the 
figures are preserved. 5 

When Count de Salis first published* what is now the British Museum specimen of 
this coin, he attributed it to Romanus IV. This attribution was followed by subsequent 
scholars, 7 though Hauberg pointed out in 1900 that it could not be correct. 8 The type, 
which is quite characteristic, is imitated on Danish pennies of the mint of Lund which 
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were struck by Sven Estrithsson during the civil war between himself and his predecessor 
Magnus the Good (1042-7)." The dating of the Danish coins is based on abundant hoard 
evidence and cannot possibly be overthrown, and it is out of the question that the 
Byzantine coin could have been imitated from the Danish ones. The anonymous coin 
must therefore be attributed to some Byzantine emperor who reigned not too long before 
the middle 1040's. Constantine VIII can be eliminated, since his portrait with its long, 
divided beard is easily recognizable, and we have to choose between Romanus III (1028-34) 
and Michael IV (1034-41). 

As between these two, no reasonable doubt is possible. Romanus III combined an 
intense devotion to the Virgin with delusions of military grandeur, fancying himself 
reliving the career of Alexander or Trajan and forcing war upon his Arab neighbors for 
no other reason than the gratification of his personal vanity. 10 The associations of the 
Hodegetria were of a military character. It was the custom, as early as the ninth century, 
for a general leaving on a campaign to visit the icon on the eve of his departure and pray 
for success. 11 When Romanus set out on his unlucky Syrian campaign of 1030 he must 
have performed such a ceremony, and in view of his peculiar temperament and combination 
of interests it is highly likely that he would have issued coins to mark the occasion. The 
hypothesis that he did so seems the only one which satisfactorily explains the type and 
inscription of the coin, and justifies us in ascribing it to the year 1030. 

I was formerly of the opinion that a one-third miliaresion, catalogued below (p. 795, 
No. 7) under Romanus IV, was also a coin of Romanus III, but Romanus IV now seems 
to me more likely. The obverse type is a bust of the Virgin orans accompanied by the 
letters 5R R3 (i.e., OeotAke pof|6ei), 12 while the reverse is a bust of the emperor holding 
a patriarchal cross and a globus cruciger, with PC0IT1 as inscription and four A’s in the 
outer margin. The "portraiture" of the emperor does not help either way, but in favor of 
Romanus III are his holding a patriarchal cross, like Romanus III on the miliaresion 
just discussed, and the fact that the Petes hoard of 1832 from Gotland contained only 
two Byzantine coins, a miliaresion of Basil II and a specimen of this one-third miliaresion, 
which might be presumed to be close together in date. 10 This evidence is not conclusive, 

hagen, 1900h PI. viii.’l, 4. 9. ’ * ^ * C ° Pe 

“ Cf. Psellus, Chnm., iii, 7-11 (ed. Renauld. I. 36-40). 

expedition of 866 (Tlieoph. Cont., Bonn ed., 204). Miss Fagerlie points out that one of the icons of 
the Virgin in the monastery of St. Clement at Ochrid. which is of the Hodegetria type, is labelled 
"Peribleptos." 

■> Wroth misread the inscription as CKPA, and taking the K as the equivalent of R (= B) he 
interpreted it asCVPI€ ROHQGI PWMANto A€CnOTH. The correct reading was given by G. Zacos 
and A. Veglery, "C for 2 on Coins of the Eleventh Century." N.Circ., 68 (I960), 154-5, who pointed 

'* This point is made by C. Morrisson, "Une monnaie d'argent de Romain III Argyre (1028-1034).” 

Al/red Cote?... dargebracht. ed. H. Mdtefindt (Lcipsig, 1925). 223. It is omitted in the notice of the 
hoard in Mosser’s Bibliography o/ Byzantine Coin Hoards (1935), 66. 
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however, for the hoard contains a large number of non-Byzantine coins appreciably 
later in date—the burial can be placed c.1075-80—and three considerations point strongly 
in the other direction. One is the denomination: the one-third miliaresion is otherwise 
recorded only for Constantine X and Michael VII, i.e., for Romanus IV's predecessor 
and successor. The second is the formula SR RS for Osotoks potato, continued by the 
RCOdl AA on the other face of the coin, which is closely parallel to the C R P A (for Z-raupt 
Bofiflti ‘PcopavtS AeottAid) of Romanus IV’s follis but has no counterpart early in the 
century. The third is the four A’s in the margin, which could be thought of as referring 
to Romanus IV's family name of Diogenes as well as including the word despoles. The 
balance of probability is therefore in favor of attributing the coin to Romanus IV. 

copper coinage There is no copper coinage bearing the name of Romanus III, 
Class A2 of the Anonymous Folles was probably still being issued during his reign. 
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MICHAEL IV the Paphlagonian 
11 April 1034 - 10 December 1041 

Michael IV's family was one of no consequence, and his rise to power was effected 
through the agency of his brother John the Orphanotrophos, who was apparently known 
to Romanus III while the latter was a private citizen and subsequently became one of 
his most trusted advisers. Michael’s good looks were outstanding, and when he was 
introduced at court the middle-aged Zoe became infatuated with him. Romanus felt no 
affection for the woman he had been forced to marry and treated the intrigue with in¬ 
difference, even when it became evident that Zoe intended Michael as his successor. 
Michael was duly crowned and enthroned on the evening of the day of Romanus’ murder, 
and his public acclamation took place the day following. 1 

Michael was in many respects a good ruler, despite his inauspicious beginnings and 
his weakness in promoting other members of his family to high offices for which, with the 
exception of John, they were clearly unfitted and in the exercise of which they made 
themselves extremely unpopular. But he had the misfortune to be an epileptic and to 
suffer from dropsy, so that it soon became clear that his reign would be short. Since he 
could not expect children by Zoe and his only surviving brothers were eunuchs, he and 
John agreed that his successor should be his nephew Michael Calaphates, son of his sister 
Maria. The younger Michael was duly adopted by Zoe as her son and given the title of 
Caesar. The emperor himself, though still quite a young man, died on 10 December 1041, 
after assuming the monastic habit in the great church of the Anargyroi which he had 
founded. 2 

gold coinage. The gold coins of the eleventh-century Michaels, who were four in 
number, form two groups, one without any distinguishing family name or other indication 
of exact attribution, the other with the name of Michael accompanied either by the family 
name of Ducas or the name of the Empress Maria. Coins of the second group must all 
belong to Michael VII Ducas (1071-8), either alone or in association with his wife, the 
Alan princess Maria. The remaining coins have to be divided between Michael IV (1034-41), 
Michael V (1041-2), if he minted at all, and Michael VI (1056-7). The attributions of 
Sabatier and Wroth are traditional and based, where they are based on anything, on the 
supposition that the coin types of successive emperors are likely to resemble each other. 
This is sometimes a good argument, but here, where the period of time involved is short 
and the die-sinkers had a fairly limited repertory of recognized monographic types from 
which to choose, it can by itself carry little weight. 

Six criteria are helpful in working out the attributions. They are: (1) the comparative 
length of the three reigns—Michael V only four months and Michael VI exactly a year as 

■ Psellus, Chron., iv. 1-3 (ed. Renauld. I. 53-5): for the date, see above, p. 7t1 note 1. 

* Cedrenus. Bonn ed., II. 533-4: Psellus, iv. 52-4 (ed. Renauld, I. 83-5). 
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against Michael IV's seven years eight months; (2) the fineness of the coins, for debasement 
had only just begun in the reigns of Michael IV and V but was appreciably further 
advanced by that of Michael VI;* (3) the evidence of Scandinavian coin hoards dating 
from the 1040’s, since Danish pennies of this decade sometimes imitate Byzantine coin 
types and obviously could not imitate those of Michael VI ;* (4) the titles ( basileus, despotes, 
autocrator) given to the emperors on the coins; (5) the literary evidence for the restrictions 
placed upon Michael V when he was granted the imperial title, since these render it doubtful 
if he could have minted at all; and (6) typological considerations, for one of the disputed 
coins provided a model for Thessalonican issues of the Emperor Alexius I. The criterion 
of portraiture is of no serious value. 

With these considerations in mind, one can make attributions as follows: 

histamena. Two types can be dealt with briefly. Coins with a facing bust and the 
title basileus belong to Michael IV. They were correctly attributed to him by Sabatier 
and Wroth, and are too common to belong to either of the short reigns. The rather rare 
coins showing the emperor being crowned by the Virgin are best assigned to Michael VI. 
Wroth attributed them to Michael V on the ground that Michael VI was already supplied 
with coins, but this now turns out to be incorrect. They give the emperor the title of 
autocrator, which occurs on tetartera that can be assigned to Michael VI with certainty, 
and they are not amongst the Byzantine coin types copied in Denmark, which is a strong 
argument against their attribution to Michael V. Unfortunately, no figures for fineness 
are available. 

The real problem is that of the exceedingly rare histamenon showing the Archangel 
Michael handing a labarum to the emperor. The type is most unusual, for the emperor 
stands on the right instead of on the left, and the Archangel, while remaining facing, 
has to stretch his arm across his body in order to hold the labarum with his right hand. 
Sabatier attributed the coin to Michael VI, and was followed by Wroth. This is certainly 
wrong, as Hauberg pointed out, for the type was already being copied in Denmark in 
the late 1040’s. The choice is between Michael IV and Michael V, and since another type 
exists for Michael IV, it is natural to attribute them to Michael V, as I have done in earlier 
studies. Two scholars would prefer to make of them a minor issue of Michael IV, leaving 
Michael V with no nomismata at all. Miss Fagerlie's argument 5 that St. Michael was much 
venerated as a healer, and that Michael IV was a chronic invalid, cannot be said to carry 
much weight, since the emperor’s special devotion was directed not to St. Michael but 
to SS. Cosmas and Damian, the Anargyroi, the "moneyless" saints who did not charge 
for their services. Hendy’s arguments are more substantial. He would attribute the coins 
to Thessalonica on the ground that an almost identical type, but with St. Demetrius 

a Grierson, "The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century," BZ, 47 (1954), 379-94, 
in part corrected in "Notes on the Fineness of the Byzantine Solidus," BZ, 54 (1961), 92-7. 

* P. Hauberg, "De l’influence byzantine sur les monnaies de Danemark au Xle si6cle,” M/moires 
du Congris international de numismatique, Paris, 1900 (Paris, 1900), 335-15; P. Grierson, "Harold 
Hardrada and Byzantine Coin Types in Denmark." Byiantinische Forschungen, 1 (1966), 124-38: 

234-6. ** 


(1964). 












722 


MICHAEL 


instead of St. Michael, was struck there by Alexius I in the course of the first Norman 
war. 8 The fact that the coins come from a provincial mint would account for both their 
rarity and their use of an imperial title different from that of the histamena of Constan¬ 
tinople. The opening of a mint at Thessalonica would be explained by this city being 
Michael IV's headquarters for the Bulgarian campaign, during the last year of his life, 
and since Harold Hardrada took part in that campaign he would have been particularly 
well placed to secure large quantities of such rare coins and bring them subsequently to 
Denmark. That this would leave Michael V without a gold coinage is not sufficient reason 
against it, for Michael—or his uncles on his behalf—had promised Zoe that he would 
be emperor in name only, and he might therefore have been expected not to mint. 

Although no absolute certainty is possible, I have been convinced by Hendy's reasoning 
and transferred the coins to Michael IV. The most cogent arguments are not the incidence 
of Scandinavian imitations; Harold Hardrada would have been just as well placed to 
import Michael V's histamena, if they existed, as he would those of Michael IV. They 
are the existence of Alexius I’s derivative coins and the implications of Psellus’ account 
of Michael V’s constitutional position. It is highly unlikely that a Thessalonican mint 
in the 1080’s would have selected as its model a quite unimportant coinage, struck forty 
years previously and of such rarity that only four specimens are known today, unless 
this had some special connection with the city. As for Michael V, the few days of uncertain 
authority which he enjoyed in April 1042 after his emancipation from Zoe would not 
have been sufficient for an autonomous coinage, and during the previous four months, 
if he had minted at all, he could have done so only in association with the empress, who 
would have taken precedence over him on the coins.’ We have in fact a pattern histamenon 
and a pattern tetarteron of Zoe belonging to this period, and they make no allusion to 
Michael V at all. 

tetartera. Only one type of tetarteron is known that can be earlier than Michael VII. 
It has on the obverse the bust of the Virgin, on the reverse a standing figure of the emperor. 
Sabatier and Wroth attributed it correctly to Michael VI. Since it is fairly common one 
might assume that it belonged to Michael IV, but the fineness (16-17 carats) 8 shows that 
it comes after the reign of Constantine IX. It was also only from 1042 onward that tetartera 
began to be struck in quantity. 8 

Michael IV’s gold coinage thus consists of one type of histamenon struck at Con¬ 
stantinople and another, exceedingly rare, struck in the last months of the reign at 
Thessalonica. The module of the Constantinopolitan coins is nearly always larger than 
that of the histamena of Romanus III, and the coins are thin and often slightly concave, 
or at least not quite flat. As yet this was no more than a defect in striking, and not, as 
it later became, a formal indication of debasement, 18 though they are in some cases of 
poor quality gold. His reign, however, marks the beginning of the great debasement of 

6 Hendy, Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire 1081—1261, 41-5, 71-2 (PI. I. 9-12). These 
coins were assigned by Wroth to Alexius III (Wroth, PI. lxiii. 4-6). 

7 As her name took precedence over Michael's in proclamations (Psellus, iv. 17 [ed. Renauld. 1. 96)). 
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the eleventh century." The design of the coins is very uniform. The emperor’s appearance 
does not conform at all closely to Psellus’ description of the youthful good looks that 
captured Zoe's heart, but a beard was customary in eleventh-century Byzantium. 1 ® The 
only noteworthy variations are in the design of the labarum, of which there are six 
varieties differing in the form of the central ornament (pellet, pellet in a circle, diamond, 
saltire and four pellets) and in the ornament above (cross of four pellets, triangle of three 
pellets, single pellet). It is not clear that these represent anything more than the vagaries 
of die-sinkers; they do not seem to mark distinctive issues of varying fineness corresponding 
to the degree of concavity of the coins. I am inclined to date the form El earlier than 
others, both because it is the traditional design and because some of the specimens in 
the group are of relatively small module, not very different from the histamena of Ro- 
manus III. Coins with El, which are also sometimes small, perhaps come next. The only 
specimen I have seen with El, which is rare, is poor in color and debased in appearance- 

The only other coin attributable specifically to Michael IV is the histamenon of the 
mint of Thessalonica described below, No. 2. Apart from the "facing angel" on reverses 
of sixth- and early seventh-century solidi it is the first representation of an angel in the 
Byzantine series. It is also the first representation of a saint other than the Virgin, apart 
from the brief appearance of St. Alexander on the coins of the Emperor Alexander 
(912-13). Its extreme rarity—only four specimens are known to me 13 —is to be explained 
by the brevity and the exceptional circumstances of its issue. 

These histamena make up all the identifiable coinage of Michael IV. He has no known 
silver coins. The Anonymous Folles of Class C (above, pp. 681-4) have been attributed to 
him by recent scholars, in place of those of Class B which were assigned to him by Wroth. 
My own view is that Class B may have been struck during his reign, but the dating is at 
best only approximate in character. 

11 Above, pp. 43-4. 

>* Above, p. 145. 

18 They are: (1) the specimen illustrated by Sabatier, PI. xLix. 16, who does not give its wherc- 
and (4) DO. § * . pu by ger 
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NOMISMA 


HISTAMENON 

+lhSXISR€XR6SNAN +miX AH LbASIL€ 1034-1041 

Tlhm HSRm 

Bust of Christ Bust of the emperor, 

| (Type V/VIII) facing, facing, bearded, 
with long beard and wearing collar piece 
nimbus cross having modified loros and 

>: in each arm, crown with cross 

wearing tunic and and pendilia. In r. 1 
himation; r. hand hand, labarum; in 1., 
raised in blessing in gl. cr. On 1., above, i 
front of body, 1. Manus Dei. Triple 

clasps book to breast, border of dots 
Triple border of dots 

(a) Labarum with [§] 

la.l N 4.42 26 4 

la. 2 N 4.40 26 4 

*la.3 N 4.39 25 / | Breaks mi XA 

la.4 N 4.38 27 4 A for A 

*la.5 A/ 4.37 25 4 

la.6 N 4.33 24 / Breaks mi XA 

Ends Rm' 


1 In the obv. inscription. XPS has invariably the form XIS and the final H of Hegnantium is 

always inverted. It is impossible to indicate in print the variations in shape of the 5, which 

la.1-2 Whittemore 

W. 1-5 (labarum forms not differentiated), R. — 
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*■ 

M " 


Obverse 

_ 

Date 




(b) Labarum with S Ends RflT 

1034-1041 

lb.l 

N 4.80 






with 





*lb.2 

N 4.42 

27 / 

Same die as lb.3 

Same die as lb.3 


lb.3 

N 4.41 

26 / 

Same die as lb.2 

Same die as lb.2 


lb.4 

PJ 4.41 

26 £ 




•lb.5 

Pi 4.40 

26 4 




lb.6 

Pi 4.39 

26 4 




lb.7 

A' 3.83 






clipped 








(c) Labaru 

m with & 


♦lc.l 

Pi 4.44 

28 4 

Slightly concave. 






Double struck 



lc.2 

N 4.40 

28 | 

A for A 



•lc.3 

Pi 4.36 

27 4 

Slightly concave 

Double struck 





(d) Labarum with 0 


*ld.l 

Pi 4.46 

28 \ 

Slightly concave 



ld.2 

Pi 4.41 





ld.3 

A! 4.41 

29 4 





pierced 






Pi 4.40 

26 \ 





lb.3 Whittemore 


Slightly crumpled. Specific gravity 18.9. so fineness 23£ carats 
lb.4 Peirce 1948 from Spink iv. 29 

Specific gravity 17.8, so fineness 21 £ carats 
lb.5 Whittemore 

Specific gravity 17.3, so fineness 20£ carats 

ld.l Peirce 1948 
R. 1976 

Specific gravity 18.1, so fineness 22 carats 
ld.2-3 Whittemore 
ld.4 Whittemore 

Specific gravity 16.7, so fineness 19 carats 
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le.l Lv 4.40 27 / \ 

*le.2 L/V 4.39 ) 28 J, Slightly cc 


•If L/V 4.41 27 | Double struck 


| +lhSXISR€X R€SNAN | +ITII XAHL A€Snor 


Tlhm 

| Christ seated on 
backless throne 
(Type III) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
nimbus, wearing tunic 


On 1., the archangel 
Michael, winged, I 

standing, wearing j 

chlamys, the border , 

of which he holds in 
1. On r., emperor j 


blessing, 1, holds be 
(by spine) on knee. 
Triple border of do 


modified loros and 
crown with pendilia, 
holding 1. hand open 
on breast. Between I 
them, by their r. | 
hands, they hold 
labarum. In upper 1., 
Manus Dei crowns 
emperor. Triple 
border of dots 


1VI), R.— 



ZOE and MICHAEL V Calaphates 
Zoe alone: 10-13 December 1041 
Zoe and Michael V: 13 December 1041 - 21 April 1042* 

The death of Michael IV left Zoe as Augusta, and after three days of consideration she 
decided to fulfill his plans and those of his family, and Michael V was acclaimed and 
crowned by the patriarch.* His reign was a brief one. As soon as he felt able to do so he 
disgraced his uncle John the Orphanotrophos, who had raised him to power, and in 
April 1042 attempted to set aside Zoe also, sending her to the Princes Islands. He was 
promptly overthrown by a popular uprising. Zoe was restored to power, but with an 
unwelcome colleague, for her sister Theodora was unwillingly drawn out of seclusion in 
her convent and acclaimed Augusta as well (20 April). The next day Michael was blinded 
at Theodora’s orders and confined in a monastery. 3 Nothing is known of his subsequent fate. 

It has been argued above, in the Introduction to Michael IV's reign, that there are no 
known coins of Michael V, and that none are likely to have been struck. Coins previously 
attributed to him belong partly to Michael IV, partly to Michael VI. There are, however, 
what appear to be copper patterns for a histamenon and a tetarteron of Zoe alone which 
must have been prepared early in 1042, although, so far as we know, no corresponding 

The pattern histamenon, known in a unique specimen in the numismatic collection 
of the Archeological Museum at Istanbul, was brought to my attention some years ago 
by Mr. Hendy. The obverse type is the half-length facing figure of the icon of Christ 
known as the Antiphonetes* in the Church of the Virgin of the Chalkoprateia and 
recognizable by the curious gesture of benediction of Christ's right hand. This is held 
upright in front of the body, with the palm facing the spectator and only the third finger, 
instead of the third and fourth fingers, bent across the palm to touch the thumb. This 
icon, which is identified by the inscription on the pattern coin (0|AN|T|l <D|0)|NH|T„ 
i.e., ’Avrupcovryrfjs) and also known from a mosaic formerly at Nicaea, was an object of 
special veneration to Zoe, who had a copy of it made for her private devotions and founded 
a church in its honor in which she was eventually buried. The reverse of the pattern shows 
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the bust of the empress, splendidly robed and holding a scepter and globus surmounted 
by a trefoil, with the simple inscription +ZC0HA VT OVCTH. 

What its size suggests must be a pattern for a tetarteron is a small copper “coin” at 
Dumbarton Oaks having on one side the bust of an empress whom I would identify as 
Zoe and on the other the very characteristic bearded face of her father Constantine VIII. 
There is no inscription on the side with the bust of Constantine. The inscription surrounding 
the bust of the empress is partly illegible as the result of wear, and the letters still legible 
have defied all my efforts, and those of other scholars whom I have consulted, to make 
sense of them. The best reconstruction at which I can arrive is the following: 
]!NOACWN6NIAArOj[. There are perhaps one or two letters missing at the beginning; 
the first four proposed are ambiguous, for the N might be H—it is a square letter with 
an upright stroke on the right—the O is a circular blob, the A might be A, and the C 
could be 6, but this is unlikely before CO. The letters UN are clear, the next one could be C, 
and NIAATO—one would expect it to continue (AfO)VCTH—are clear. These letters 
cannot be made to fit the name of Constantine's wife Helena, and though they equally 
do not fit that of Zoe, it is to her, since she was his daughter and reigned in her own right, 
that I believe the "coin” belongs. Although the design would make it into a kind of 
memorial issue, it has obvious analogies with the pattern tetarteron of Romanus IV and 
Eudocia at Paris (below, p. 792, No. 4). Even if my attribution turns out eventually 
to be unjustified, its iconographical interest justifies its publication here. 

What might be a pattern for another class of histamenon, but is more likely to be a 
pattern for a miliaresion, was found at Antioch and was apparently in the collection of 
A. Toselli, a civil engineer there, when it was published by Victor Chabot in 1905. 5 
Since its present whereabouts is unknown, it is published here from the sketch in this 
author’s article. A "coin” 34 mm. in diameter must have been intended for either a 



histamenon or a miliaresion, and the fact of the obverse type being a bust of the Virgin 
makes the latter more likely. The bust of Zoe on the reverse shows the empress wearing 
a crown and robes corresponding closely to those of the later four-solidus gold bulla of 
Theodora, but she holds a trifid scepter instead of a labarum and a globus cruciger in¬ 
stead of a globus with a trefoil ornament. 

* "Antiquity de Syrie," Rtvtu dts etuiis ancietmes, 6 (1904), 35-6. 
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No. DiePo- 

Obverse 

Reverse 


PATTERN TETARTERON 

*2 pa 3.57 18 t 

]!NQACWN6NIAA 

roi[ 

Bust of empress 

ornate costume and 
crown with pinnacles 
and pendilia, holding 
in r. hand a globus 
with patriarchal 

beaded scepter 

No inscription j 1041/2 

Bust facing with 
long beard, wearing | 
modified loros and 

and pendilia, holding 1 
in 1. hand a globus 
with patriarchal 
cross. Border of large 
globules 


PATTERN M1LIARESION 

j 

(3) j* j 34 | 

©K6 B,0, 

Bust of the Virgin 

maphorion. In field, 
f4P and 0V 

(Former Toselli coll.) 

+IUJHA>1 rOHST 

Bust of empress 
facing, wearing modi¬ 
fied loros with high 
pearl collar and crown 
with pinnacles and 
pendilia, holding in r. 
hand a trifid scepter, i 
in I., gl. cr. 


(2) Sotheby 16. x. 68, lot 468 (from H. Weller) 

having instead a more elaborate and much deeper collar hanging low on the breast with only 




ZOE and THEODORA 
Joint effective rule: 20 April - 11 June 1042 
(Titular rule: Zoe 1028-50, Theodora 1042-56) 


Zoe had been promoted to the rank of Augusta two days before Constantine VIII's 
death in 1028, 1 but a well-established Byzantine custom, which only a few strong-minded 
empresses managed to disregard, had relegated her to second place during the reigns of 
her successive husbands or proteges. Theodora, after having been accorded a slightly 
inferior rank more or less corresponding to that of Caesar at the beginning of Romanus Ill's 
reign, had as a result of Zoe's enmity been confined in a convent since the early 1030's 2 
and emerged only on 20 April 1042 to be hailed by the Senate and people as Augusta. 
The joint reign of Zoe and Theodora without a male colleague lasted for less than two 
months. Neither of them, in Psellus' blunt judgment, was in the least fitted to rule, but 
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Constantinople 

NOMISMA 

HISTAMENON 

+©K€R9TACRACI +ZWHN S0€OAW j 1042 

AICCIC Busts of Zoe and | 

Bust of the Virgin Theodora facing, 

orans, nimbate, wearing crowns with 

wearing tunic and ) pendilia and 
maphorion with •> on alternating triangular 
each shoulder and on plaques and pinnacles.! 
brow. On her breast. They hold labarum 
medallion of the ! between them, 
infant Christ with | Double border of dots 
cross nimbus. In field, 

@V Double 
border of dots 


25_ i 



CONSTANTINE IX Monomachus 
11 June 1042 -11 January 1055 
Background and Chronology 

Constantine Monomachus, unlike the two Michaels, was a member of one of the great 
families of the city, and had married, as his second wife, a niece of Romanus III. His 
good looks, affable manners, and easygoing disposition made him popular at court, and 
he was viewed as a possible successor to Romanus. Michael IV, regarding him as a potential 
rival, promptly exiled him to Mitylene, where he was still living, as a middle-aged widower, 
in 1042. Zoe, with the approval of the Senate, recalled him to court and married him on 
11 June. Since there were canonical difficulties over a third marriage the coronation could 
not take place at the same time; the marriage was blessed by a priest of the Nea, and the 
coronation by the patriarch followed the next day. 1 Zoe continued to play a fairly prom¬ 
inent role in affairs until her death in 1050. Theodora, while retaining her imperial title, 

11 January 1055* without having satisfactorily settled the succession, it was to her that 
the throne naturally reverted. 

Constantine was in many ways fortunate, for two serious revolts against him came to 
nothing, a major attack on Constantinople by the Russians was beaten off, and he was 
able to enjoy the charms of two successive mistresses without any serious hindrance from 
Zoe. He played a beneficent role in the culture of the capital, patronizing scholars and 
refounding the university of Constantinople. But he took no interest in government, 
neglected the army, and wasted on senseless extravagance the great treasure of Basil II. 
His reign, as Psellus admits, was a disaster for the Empire, and marks a turning point 
in its fortunes in the eleventh century. 

Coinage: Main Features 

Constantine's coinage is more complicated than that of his immediate predecessors. 
This was in part due to the greater length of his reign, in part to his revival of the tetarteron, 
and in part to continued debasement. The tetarteron was now for the first time struck 
in great quantities, so that it must have played a role in currency comparable to that of 
the histamenon itself. The coins vary in fineness between twenty-two and nineteen 
carats, 8 the tendency being naturally for them to decline, and the poor quality of the gold 
is often visible to the eye. Classes II-IV of his histamena are markedly concave, as are 
also his miliaresia. A novelty was the introduction of military types, most conspicuously 

1 Cedrenus. Bonn ed„ II. 542; cf. Psellus, vi. 20 (ed. Renau 


aid, I. 127). 
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on the silver but also on Class IV of the gold. Although Constantine celebrated triumphs 
after the suppression of the revolts of Maniaces and Tornikes, he was quite unwarlike by 

gold coinage. Four classes of histamena and two of tetartera were struck during the 
reign, but the accepted list of attributions requires some revision. One of his issues of 
histamena was attributed to Constantine VIII by Wroth, 4 but the portraiture shows it to 
belong to Constantine IX, as can also be inferred by the fact of its being slightly debased. 6 
Three other types sometimes given to him must on the contrary be disallowed. One of 
Sabatier's attributions is really a solidus of Constantine VII; 6 another, cited by Wroth, 
with some hesitation, from the Photiades catalogue (no. 483), is evidently a misread piece 
of John II Comnenus.’ The third 8 is apparently a mistake of Sabatier, or rather of the 
artist who illustrated his work, for it is a badly designed histamenon of Constantine VIII. 

The main characteristics of the varying types of nomismata are set out in Table 25, 
and little comment on them is required. The portraiture is extremely uniform, and no 
obvious significance can be attached to the changes in imperial costume. The use of the 
traditional loros on Classes I and II of the histamenon was a curious revival of the past; 
it was the last time that this was to appear on Byzantine gold nomismata. The crown on 
coins of Class IV is more elaborate than usual, and it is surprising to see the emperor 
wearing a chlamys and at the same time grasping a sword. The varieties of scepter borne 
by the emperor are discussed elsewhere. Class III of the histamenon revives the Christ 
type of the last coinage of Basil II and that of Constantine VIII, with the two half¬ 
moons in the upper quarters of the cross nimbus. The histamenon types are very uniform, 
but some varieties are found in the tetartera. The details are noted in the text of the 
catalogue, though they do not seem to be of any great significance. 

The order of issue is clear, the evidence of declining fineness coinciding with the natural 
evolution of types and the increasing concavity of the coins. Precise dating, on the other 
hand, is impossible. The first three classes of histamena and both classes of tetartera are 
common; only the histamena of Class IV, which because of the stars in the reverse field 
were termed stellati in Italy, 9 are rather rare. Hendy has suggested to me that this very 
conspicuous and unusual feature of Class IV was suggested by one of the most outstanding 
celestial events in recorded history, the appearance of a supernova in the constellation 
Taurus on 4 July 1054. Recent research has shown that this immense stellar explosion, 
which gave rise to the Crab Nebula, probably eclipsed in brilliance even Brahe's supernova 

< Wroth, II, 492, Type 3 (PI. lvii. 9-10). He was perhaps influenced by the obverse type, tor the 
crescents in the upper quarters of the nimbus of Christ also occur on histamena of Constantine VIII 
and the later years of Basil's reign. Sabatier attributed the coin correctly. 

» See my article, ''The Debasement of the Bezant in the Eleventh Century," TSZ. 47 (1954), 383-4, 
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TABLE 25 




Nomismata of Constantine IX 

Class 

Finenesses 
(milliemes) ! 

Obverse 

Reverse 



Histamena 


I 

945,905,900 ! 

Seated Christ 

Bust of emperor, wearing 
traditional loros, holding 
scepter w. leaved cross 

II 

900,830 

Same 

Similar, but emp. holds 
labarum and gl. cr. w. 
plain cross 

HI 

865, 860, 855 

Bust of Christ, two 
crescents in nimbus, 
book clasped w. 
outspread hand 

modified loros and holds 
scepter w. plain cross 
and gl. cr. 

■V 

820, 815, 765 

Same, but no crescents in 
nimbus 

Tstarter a 

Similar, but emp. wears 
modified chlamys and 
holds gl. cr. and sword; 
stars on either side of 


865 

Bust of Christ, plain 
nimbus, book clasped w. 
outspread hand 

Similar, but emp. holds 
trefoil scepter and gl. cr. 

11 

725, 700 

Same, but book held 
from beneath 

Same, but labarum instead 
| of trefoil scepter 

of 1572 and Kepler’s of 1604; the new "guest-star," as the Chinese astronomers termed 
it, could be seen in broad daylight, and did not disappear till April 1056. 10 Though it is 
primarily known to us through Chinese astronomical records, and certainly did not make 
the profound impression on the general public that Halley’s comet was to do twelve 
years later, it could not have escaped the attention of any person interested in astro- 
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nomical phenomena 11 and may conceivably have found its way onto the coins. The dates, 

silver coinage. Two denominations of silver coins were struck during the reign, the 
full miliaresion of c. 3 g. and the two-thirds of c. 2 g. The full miliaresion has on the 
obverse the standing figure of the Virgin and on the reverse that of the emperor. The 
two-thirds miliaresion has a bust of the Virgin and on the reverse an inscription in six 
lines across the field. The inscriptions on both denominations include the emperor’s 
family name Monomachus, so their attribution is not in doubt. 

The full miliaresia belong to the rather restricted group of Byzantine coins which 
have inscriptions running from one side of the coin to the other, A€CnOINA CWZOIC || 
6VC6BH MONOMAXON, Aeottoito <tco|ois eOcrspfj Movouaxov, "O Lady, preserve the 
pious Monomachus. 1,12 The general types were evidently suggested by the large silver 
coins of Romanus III, but the emperor here wears military costume—scale armor and a 
military cloak which is fastened at the throat by a circular brooch and hangs to halfway 
down the leg—and holds a long cross and the hilt of a sheathed sword, which rests with 
the point of the scabbard on the ground. They may perhaps have been struck when the 
rebel Leo Tornikes appeared before the walls of Constantinople in September 1047, but 
there were too many other occasions in the reign when Constantine must have felt the 

There are two varieties of this miliaresion, one only slightly concave, frequently 
flattened, and large in flan, about 30 mm. at its largest or 24 mm. within the inner circle, 
the other more strongly concave and smaller, about 25 mm. diameter or 20 mm. within 
the inner circle. The letters of the obverse inscription on the smaller series are widely 

reach her nimbus. The distinction is most easily seen in the left field, where on the large 
series her hand almost touches the I of the word ACCflOl, while on the small ones it 
touches the (1. The distinction is not absolute, 13 for there are specimens whose precise 
class is not easy to determine, but it seems to have meant something and been recognized 
by the public. The best evidence of this comes from the Oxarve hoard, found in Sweden, 
which included what appears to have originally formed a single payment of one hundred 
of these miliaresia in proportions of exactly half and half, there being forty-nine specimens 
of one group and forty-eight of the other. 14 Since gold payments in this period were 



where the'inKripti’on 0 .? giwn aT+<3K€ ROH06'TW CUAOVACO*|°KC0NCTANT[ ] RACILQ. It 
is probably a coin of Michael VII, Class II {below, p. 811, No. 7), with +MIXAHL misread as 
KWNCTANT. The type and the rest of the inscription are identical. 
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sometimes made half and half in tetartera (flat) and histamena (concave), 18 it looks as if 
the same were being done here, which if correct would carry with it the implication that 
there must have been a slight difference in value between the two varieties. Unfortunately 
the coins have usually survived in too damaged a condition for one to be sure of their 
weights, and the brittle state of the silver, coupled with the concave fabric, suggests that 
they may be somewhat debased. No clear deductions regarding their values can 
consequently be drawn. 

The two-thirds miliaresia, which are rather rarer than the full miliaresia, are all flat 
coins. They form two groups. On one there are no ornaments in the obverse field, while 
the inscription on the reverse is surmounted by •* — *■, the middle stroke being an 
abbreviation mark, and has the terminal X' (of MONOMAX') flanked by -* and -. On 
the other the head of the Virgin is flanked by two pear-shaped objects of uncertain 
significance—they occur also on other series 18 —and the inscription is surmounted by 

•1-and the X' flanked by v v, i.e., crosses made with pellets. The meaning of these 

differences is unknown. 

Sabatier cites a further silver coin on the authority of Tanini. 17 It is described as having 
on the obverse a standing emperor holding a long cross and a globus cruciger, with the 
inscription ]mOnOftlAX, and on the obverse a seated Christ. It is probably a misread coin 
of some kind, but I am at a loss for a precise identification. 

copper coinage. There are no copper coins bearing the name of Constantine IX. The 
Anonymous Folles of Classes C and D were probably being struck during his reign, but 
no precise dating is possible. Wroth attributed to him the Anonymous Folles of Classes G 
and K, which Miss Thompson subsequently transferred to the periods of Romanus IV 
and Alexius I. 

Al/rei Gone eu seinem 60. Geburtslage dargebracht, ed. H. Mdtefindt (Leipzig, t925), 220-4, and my 
"Harold Hardrada and Byzantine Coin Types in Denmark," Byzanlinische Forschungen, 1 (1966), 130. 

“ Above, p. 39. 

“ See Index III, s.v. 'Virgin'. 

17 Sabatier, II. 159, no. 10, from H. Tanini, Numismalum imperatnum Romtmorwn ... supplemm- 
tum (1791). p. 429, whence also Mionnet, De la rareti el du prix dee mtdaiUce romaines, 2nd ed. (Paris, 
1827), II, 511. 
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»• 

Metal ' Si “ 




Constantinople 



NOMISMA 



HISTAMENON 



Class I 



-HhSXISReX R69NA 

+CWnSTA TITh bASI 1042-1055 



NTIhfTl 

LCHRm 



Christ seated on wide 

Bust of emperor 



lyre-backed throne 

facing, wearing loros 



(Type 1 d) facing, 

of traditional pattern 



bearded, wearing 

and crown with cross 



tunic and himation; 

and pendilia, holding 



r. hand turned 

in r. hand beaded 



inwards in blessing. 

scepter surmounted 



in sling of cloak, 1. 

by leaved cross; in 1., 



holds book by upper 

globus surmounted 



edge on knee. Triple 

by cross. Triple 



border of dots 

border of dots 



(a) Patriarchal cross on 



emperor 

globus 

•la.l 

N 4.44 1 29 4 

Concave 


*la.2 

la.3 

N 4.42 30 4 
N 4.41 28 | 

A for A 

Ends €HSRlT) 

la.4 

N 4.36 30 \ 

A for A Flattened 

Starts -t-CtOnSC TITh 

la.5 

N 4.36 1 29 J. 

A for A 



1 Coins of Class I are normally either flat or flattened; only a few are clearly concave. 
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“m 

■£r 

Obverse 

—- 




(b) Simple cross, having pelleted ends to 

1042-1055 



limbs and resti 





on emperor's globus 


N 4.48 

27 \ 

(Hess-Bank Leu sale 

Ends GHSRI11 




12. iv. 62, lot 597) 





Class II (concave) 




Same inscr. and type 

+cconsr attch bAS 





ILSHSRm 





Similar, but emperor 





holds in r. labarum, 





in 1., gl. cr. 




(a) Labarum 0 


N 4.42 

28 \ 

M for N 



N 4.40 

28 J 


Ends bASIL[ 


N 4.39 



A for A 


N 4.38 

28 4- 


IAS for bAS 


N 4.36 

29 \ 




N 4.28 

28 \ 

Flattened and double 

IAS for bAS 




struck. Many details 





of throne omitted 



A' 3.79 [ 

29 4 | 

Flattened 

IAS for bAS 



on the reverse, is notably careless. The coins with unusual forms of labarum. here classed as 
varieties (b) and (c), were probably struck very early, before the design had become fixed. 

W. 12-15, R. 1988 

Peirce 1948 from St. Louis Coin Co. ii. 29 

Whittemore 

Whittemore 


Though there is nothing abnormal about the style or fabric, and the coin is certainly of the 
period, it may be a contemporary counterfeit. The weight is low and there is some discolora- 
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Wl' 

Size 

Obverse 

Reverse 

- 




(b) Labi 

trumi 

1042-1055 

*2b.l 
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THEODORA 


Sole ruler 11 January 1055 - 31 August 1056 
(Augusta 1042-1056) 

Theodora’s sole reign dated from the death of Constantine IX on 11 January 1055. 
Since she was now seventy-four years of age it was generally expected that she would 
take a husband and again retire into the background. But she had learned from her 
sister's experience that emperors acquiring the throne by marriage were commonly 
ungrateful, and court and populace alike were somewhat dismayed when they saw her 
assuming the full responsibilities of government, appointing officials, hearing cases, and 
issuing edicts as if she were a man. She proved, in fact, a more capable sovereign than 
many others of her century, and her nineteen months of rule were relatively free from 
trouble. But in the summer of 1056 she fell seriously ill, and was persuaded by her advisors 
to crown as co-emperor an elderly noble, Michael Bringas, or at least to designate him as 
her successor. She died on the last day of August 1056, on the eve of the opening of a new 
indiction. 1 

Gold was minted in abundance during Theodora's reign, despite her reputation for 
parsimony, and her coins are surprisingly common. Her claim that she had always been 
rightfully empress allowed her to avoid the usual accession donatives, which must have 
been a considerable advantage to the treasury. She struck only one type each of histamenon 
and tetarteron, the histamenon showing some small variations in design which are noted 
in the text of the catalogue. The careful delineation of the details of the imperial robes 
on both the nomisma and the tetarteron is worthy of note. The former shows very clearly 
the curious shieldlike fold of the simplified loros bearing a cross which frequently occurs 
in the costume of empresses in the second half of the eleventh century.* Dumbarton Oaks 
possesses a very fine four-solidus gold bulla of Theodora on which she wears a simplified 
loros, with high pearl collar as on her tetartera, and holds a labarum and a globus 
surmounted by a trefoil.* 

There is only one type of silver coin, showing the bust of the Virgin wans (labelled 
Blachemitissa) on the obverse and an inscription in the field on the reverse. It continues 
the last issue of Constantine IX and was to be continued by Michael VI. Specimens are 
very rare; the only ones known to me are those in the Bibliotheque Nationale and at 
Dumbarton Oaks. Schlumberger and Dieudonnfi, who at various times published the 
Paris specimen, both attributed it to the reign of Constantine IX, regarding it as a 

8 See above, p. 125. It was wrongly identified by Ebcrsolt with the Supdxiov. 

■ Grierson, "Byzantine Gold Bullae, with a Catalogue of Those at Dumbarton Oaks," DOP, 20 
(1966), 249-50, No. 3 (with illustrated enlargement). 
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companion piece to the coin of this emperor with the Blachemitissa inscription. 4 The 
discovery of a similar coin of Michael VI has reduced the force of this argument, and 
Wroth is surely correct in ascribing the piece to the reign of Theodora alone. The silver 
coins give her the title despoina, while on the gold she is styled augousta, but at this time 
no distinction was made between them. 

There are no copper coins bearing Theodora's name, but Class D or E of the Anonymous 
Folles was being produced by the mint at about this period. Class C was attributed to 
her by Wroth, but it is much earlier, belonging to the 1040’s. 

* G. Schlumberger, "line monnaie inSdite de l'imperatrice Theodora," -BN*, 13 (1895), 88-90 
(= his MiUmges d'archiologie byzantine. I. 311-13); A. Dieudonnd in RN<, 3 (1899), 197-8 (PI. III. 17); 
Wroth, pp. 505-7 (PI. lx. 5). 
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Christ standing on To 1., Theodora 
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1 The great majority of the histamena have a pellet on the labarum shaft, the labarum design 
0, and pellets in the nimbus of Christ. There are much rarer varieties with either no pellet 
or a pellet and a wedge on the labarum shaft, or with labarum 0. or with no pellets in the 

when the design was Erst introduced. The lettering is very poor, with R approximating to D, 
the € nearly always C. and ffl usually rendered R. It is a clear R, however, on coins of 
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2.9 Peirce 1948 
2.10-11 Whittemore 


3 Swiss Collection 1 
W. pp. 506-7. R. 


Raymond vi. 28 



MICHAEL VI Stratiotic 


31 August 1056 - 30 August 1057 

Though Psellus tells us that Michael VI was crowned emperor while Theodora was 
still alive, 8 it was not till 31 August, after her death, that his accession was proclaimed in 
the city. 8 He was elderly and incompetent, and his tactless treatment of a number of high 
military officials provoked a rebellion in Asia Minor in the summer of 1057, Isaac Comnenus 
being proclaimed emperor at Gunaria near Kastamouni on 8 June. 4 After negotiations 
in which the historian Psellus played a leading role, Isaac agreed to accept the lesser 
office of Caesar and a promise of the succession, but Michael's position in the capital had 
already been undermined and on 30 August he abdicated, assuming as was customary 
the monastic habit. Isaac entered the capital on the evening of the 31st and was crowned 
the next day. 4 Michael died early in the new reign. 4 

The histamenon of Michael VI is one first satisfactorily published by Wroth 7 but 
ascribed by him to Michael V. The obverse type is a bust of Christ; the reverse shows the 
coronation of Michael by the Virgin, like the coins of Romanus III. Two varieties are 
known, one with pellets and the other with square jewels in the arms of the cross in 
Christ's nimbus. The attribution has been discussed already. 8 The transfer to Michael V 
of the histamenon formerly ascribed to Michael VI makes it reasonable to give the one 
with the emperor and the Virgin to Michael VI in exchange. The coin is surprisingly rare 
for a reign that lasted as long as a year. 

Michael Vi’s tetartera are on the other hand fairly common. The obverse shows the 
bust of the Virgin orans, without inscription, this feature being carried on from Class II 
of Theodora’s tetartera; the reverse shows the emperor standing. The coins give him the 
title of autocralor, which he also bears on his histamena; it is rare on the coins of the 
period, but it helped to differentiate his issues from those of Michael IV and Michael V, 
and it has been argued that he used the title because, unlike the two preceding Michaels, 





7 Wroth, p. 498. No. 1 (PI. lviii. 5); a misread specimen had been earlier attributed to Michael VII 
Banduri, Numismat. impend. Roman., II. 751 = Mionnet. II. 525 = Sabatier, II. 175. no. 3). Wroth's 
anjecture (p. 498. note 1) that Banduri’s AVKOC was a misreading for AVTOC(PAT) is entirely 







he did not have to share power with a princess of the Macedonian dynasty. The tetartera 
are of only 16/17 carat gold, their poor quality being very evident to the eye. 8 

The only known silver coin of Michael VI is a two-thirds miliaresion, now at Dumbarton 
Oaks, which was first published by Bertel^. 10 It is of the same type as the two-thirds 
miliaresia of Constantine IX and of Theodora, having on the obverse a bust of the Virgin 
orans and on the other an inscription in several lines running across the field. Although 
this gives the emperor no titles other than those of ortkodoxos and despotes, its close 
resemblance to the other two coins, and in particular its use of the epithet Blachemitissa 
with the bust of the Virgin, justifies our ascribing it to Michael VI. 

The coin is remarkable in its use of the title orthodoxos. This otherwise occurs only 
once in Byzantine numismatics, on the similar silver coin of Michael Vi’s successor 
Isaac I. Bertele has argued that it was in some sort a reflection of the schism of 1054: 
a firm affirmation of his orthodoxy by the Byzantine emperor in the face of Roman 
pretensions. Laurent would see in it not so much an affirmation of the emperor’s orthodoxy 
as an appeal devised by the ambitious Patriarch Michael Cerularius that the emperor 
should show himself orthodoxy personified. 11 Although the epithet formed part of the 
coronation laudes and might be used by any emperor—it is applied to Alexander, for 
example, on his mosaic portrait in Saint Sophia and to Romanus II on a small silver 
cross in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection—its use on coins by two successive emperors in 
the decade following 1054 must surely have some significance, and Bertel6’s interpretation 

There are no copper coins bearing Michael Vi’s name. Wroth assigned to him the 
Anonymous Folles of Class F, which Miss Thompson would transfer to Constantine X. 
Either Classes E or F may in fact have been struck while Michael was on the throne, 
though they cannot be limited to any particular reign. 

oncre del Pro/. Casimiro Adam, (Verona. 1941), 218-21. 
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I blessing, in sling of hand to breast and 

| cloak, 1. clasps book gl. cr. in 1. To r., 

to breast. Double half-figure of the 

1 border of dots Virgin facing, 

l wearing tunic and 
j maphorion, holding 1. ; 

hand before her and 
■ crowning emperor 
with r. Between 
| their heads, ffl 0 j 
Double border of dots I 

(a) • in arms of cross; 
no fringe to hem of chlamys 

•la.l j N 4.45 24 i I Ends CR\; 0 for S ! 

*la,2 I# 4.42 | 25 ,/ 1 _|_ j_ 

1 The letters are badly formed, and can be only approximately reproduced in print. 
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ISAAC I Comnenus 
1 September 1057 - 22 November 1059 

Isaac was acclaimed emperor in June 1057, but he no doubt dated his reign from his 
occupation of Constantinople and his coronation by the patriarch on 1 September. 1 He 
was a vigorous reformer, and soon made himself unpopular by abolishing useless offices 
at court, cancelling alienations from the imperial domain, curtailing the incomes of the 
monks, and finally deposing that most arrogant of Byzantine clerics, Michael Cerularius. 
But he was no longer a young man, and a narrow escape from death in September 1059 
when a tree, against which he had been leaning a few minutes before, was struck by 
lightning, seems to have shaken his nerve. A critical illness almost immediately afterward 
forced him to take thought for the future. His son Manuel had died before him and his 
brother John refused the throne, whereupon he passed over his other relations and chose 
Constantine Ducas as his successor, though without formally naming him emperor or 
abdicating himself. This created an extremely awkward situation, and after much hesita¬ 
tion Constantine was persuaded to clothe himself in the imperial vestments and was 
accepted as emperor by the Senate.* Isaac thereupon abdicated and retired to the monastery 
of Studion, where he died exactly a year later. 8 The date of the abdication is not recorded 
by any of our major authorities, but a recently discovered chronological note in MS 
Athenensis graecus 1429, fol. 45, gives it precisely as Monday, 22 November, in the 
thirteenth indiction, i.e., in 1059. 4 There is no authority for the date 25 December 
given in most modern works. 

The gold coinage of Isaac I was unfavorably commented upon by contemporaries 
because of its ostentatiously military character. 8 There are two types of histamenon. 
On one (Class I) the emperor holds a labarum with his right hand and rests his left hand on 
the hilt of his sheathed sword, while on the other (Class II) there is no labarum and he 
holds his drawn sword over his right shoulder. The first type corresponds fairly closely to 
that used by Constantine IX for his large silver coins, but the second type, with a naked 


8 Nicephoros Bryennius, i. 5 (Bonn ed., p. 23). 

156-7. This date had been arrived at by Muralt on quite other grounds, and is preferable to that of 

24 November proposed by Polemis. Cf. D. 1. Polemis, "Notes on Eleventh Century Chronology 
(1059-1081),” BZ, 58 (1965), 61. 

‘Scylitzcs Cont., in Bonn ed. of Cedrenus, 11.641: Zonaras, xviu.4.2 (Bonn ed.. III. 665-6). 
Similarly Matthew of Edessa, ii. 79 (Clirmiqut ic Mathieu d'idtsse (962-1136), trans. E. Dulaurier 
[Paris, 1858], 104-5). 





sword, was wholly new. It was this which particularly caused offense, for it seemed to 
imply that the emperor believed he owed his throne to his military qualities, not to divine 

There is no definite evidence to determine the order of issue. Wroth rather tentatively 
put Class I after Class II, on the ground that its reverse type might have suggested that 
of one issue of Constantine X. It could also be reasonably argued that the type with the 
drawn sword would have come first, the other being introduced later as a concession to 
public feeling. One detail of the obverse type, however, points strongly the other way. 
Both classes have what is essentially the same representation of a seated Christ, but on 
coins of Class I the Gospel Book held by Christ is invariably, at least as far as my records 
go, decorated 0, while on Class II it is normally decorated 0. Some coins of Class II, 
however, have 0, and the simplest way of accounting for them is to assume that when 
this class was introduced, the mint decided to use up old dies with 0 before going over to 
those approved for the new one. To this argument may be added the fact that the inscrip¬ 
tions on Class I are usually a little more con-ect than those on Class II. Although these 
considerations are not decisive, and may perhaps be outweighed by other evidence (e.g., 
that of hoards) still to be discovered, they seem for the present to justify a reversal of 
the accepted order. 

There was only a single issue of tetartera, showing the emperor holding a globus 
cruciger and sheathed sword. Specimens are rather rare, perhaps in consequence of the 
large issues under Theodora and Michael VI. 

The silver is extremely rare; only two specimens at Paris 8 and the one at Dumbarton 
Oaks seem to be known. It is of the usual module for a two-thirds miliaresion, and has 
on the obverse the facing bust of Christ and on the reverse an inscription in six lines 
across the field. Like the similar coin of Michael VI, it is remarkable in that it gives the 
emperor the title "orthodox." 

No copper coinage bearing Isaac's name is known. The rather rare Anonymous Folles 
of Class Ewere assigned to his reign by both Wroth and Miss Thompson, but the subsequent 
discovery of a specimen overstruck on a signed coin of Constantine X puts them a few 
years later. 

• One was published by Wroth, p. 513 (PI. lx. 14). and previously by Schlumberger, "Monnaies, 
bulle et baguc byzantine incklites," RN*. 7 (1889), 261-2 (= his Melanges d'archiologie byzantine, 
I. 61-2). 
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CONSTANTINE X Ducas 1 
23 November 1059 - 23 May 1067 

Constantine X's reign began on 23 November 1059, the day after Isaac's abdication, 
when he was formally crowned. 2 He was a man of very mediocre capacity, and his reign 
lasted as long as it did more through the absence of any serious competitors than as a 
result of any natural talents of his own. Even Psellus, who was deeply attached to him 
and praises his modesty, kindliness, and fair-mindedness, admits that his military 
economies were ill timed and largely responsible for serious reverses during Constantine's 
own reign and major disasters under his successors. He relied greatly for support on his 
brother John, whom he created Caesar and who was to play a prominent role in public 
affairs till his death in the late 1080’s. s When the emperor fell seriously ill in October 1066 
it was John Ducas who exercised the regency in association with the Patriarch John 
Xiphilinus. Before the end of 1066 Constantine recovered sufficiently to resume power, 
but early in 1067 he fell ill again and died on 23 May, 4 while still in his early sixties. 

Soon after his accession Constantine conferred the rank of Augusta on his masterful 

associated with him on some of his silver and copper coins. He also associated his sons 
Constantius and Michael (VII) with him as Augusti, but since they do not appear on his 
coins the constitutional complications that resulted can be left for discussion till the next 
reign. 

gold coinage. Constantine's gold coinage presents few problems of identification, 
since his personal name is almost always accompanied by that of his family (KC0N RACIA 
O AOUK, i.e., Kwvcrravrivoj fkxaiAtvs 6 Aoukos, or variant). Two types of histamenon 5 
were struck. Class I showing on the obverse Christ seated on a square-backed throne and 
on the reverse a standing figure of Constantine, Class II showing Christ seated on a lyre- 
backed throne and a representation of the Virgin crowning the emperor. Class I forms 
two groups. Class 1(b) differing from Class 1(a) in the presence of a large pellet on the staff 
of the labarum held by the emperor. The order of striking of the two main classes cannot 

1 See D. I. Polemis, The Douhai: A Contribution to Byzantine Protopography (London, 1968), 28-34. 

2 The day is given by a chronological note in MS Athenensis graecus 1429, fol. 45 (P. Gautier, 
“Monodic in6dite dc Michel Psellos sur le basileus Andronic Doucas, - ’ RF.B, 24 [1966], 156-7). 

1067 k 1081," Analecta BoUandiana. 68 (1950). 163-79. 

* Gautier, art. cit., 156-7. The positive statement of the note cited by Gautier is to be preferred 
to the 21st (traditionally accepted) or 22nd (proposed by Polemis, "Notes on Eleventh Century 
Chronology," BZ, 58 [1965], 62-3). 

■ Sabatier. II. 165-6, Nos. 1, 6 (PI. l, 2. 6), has seriously muddled Constantine’s gold coinage. 










be fixed with certainty, since there is no satisfactory hoard evidence and that of fineness 
is inconclusive. 4 Wroth put Class I first, on the ground that the standing figure of the 
emperor might have been suggested by that of Isaac's coinage. Bellinger reversed this 
order on the ground that the obverse of Eudocia’s histamena continued that of Class I, 
with Christ seated on a square-backed throne. I have, though not without hesitation, 
reverted to Wroth’s arrangement. The lettering on Class I is bolder and clearer than 
that on Gass II, if not noticeably more correct. On coins of Class II the emperor is some¬ 
times shown as an older man, with a much longer beard, and the distinct element of 
characterized portraiture on such coins is not a feature one can neglect. Finally, Bellinger’s 
typological reasoning is not really valid, for Eudocia’s “Christ on square-backed throne' 1 
is different iconographically from that of Constantine X, since Christ raises his right 
hand in front of his body instead of having it in the sling of his cloak, and he holds the 
Gospel Book by its spine instead of by its top. 

The tetarteron is surprisingly rare for so long a reign. The reverse type shows the 
emperor wearing a loros and holding in his right hand a globus cruciger, while with the 
left he grasps a rather indistinct object which Wroth described as "sheath of sword (or 
mappa).” The same object is shown on one of his two types of follis. It differs from the 
sword-hilt held by Constantine IX on his miliaresia, however, in that there is no cross¬ 
piece, and I doubt if a sword would be held by an emperor wearing a loros. It is therefore 
here described as an akakia. 

silver coinage. Constantine X’s silver coins are also easy to identify. The full 
miliaresion, which is very rare,’ is modelled on those of Basil II and Constantine VIII, 
with Eudocia Macrembolitissa’s name and bust replacing those of Constantine VIII. 
The two-thirds miliaresia, which bear his family name, are all of the same type, with 
the Virgin standing and an inscription in five lines, but they form two main groups 
according to their obverse inscription, +GCOTOK’ ROH©[ or +6K€ ROH0’, and several 
smaller ones according to the symbols beside the Virgin's head or above the inscription 
on the reverse. The one-third miliaresion exists in two varieties, one with an inscription 
including his family name and the other attributable to Constantine X because it spells 
his name KUN, the form used on all his other coins, instead of CUN, the form used under 
Constantine VIII and Constantine IX. The substitution of Greek for Latin letters in coin 
inscriptions after the middle years of the eleventh century is a phenomenon whose 
importance has been noted by Veglery and Zacos. 8 

copper coinage. Constantine X’s reign saw the revival, after some eighty years of 
purely anonymous issues, of a copper coinage bearing the name and effigy of the emperor. 
Two types were struck. Class 1 having the standing figures of Constantine and Eudocia, 
Class 2 the bust of Constantine alone. The order of issue is certain, for specimens of Class 2 

« The coins are o£ about 17J to 181 carats fine (Grierson, "The Debasement of the Bezant in the 
Eleventh Century," BZ. 47 [1954], 385, 393). 

’ I know of only four specimens: (1) that published below, p. 771, No. 4; (2) one in the BN (2.39 g.); 
(3) one formerly in the Hollschek collection at Vienna and published by H. Longuet in NZ. 77 (1957), 
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are sometimes found overstruck on those of Class 1. It is presumably to Eudocia’s influence 
that the breach with tradition must be ascribed, since the fact that she also appears on 
Constantine X's miliaresion and was in due course to issue histamena in 1067 and to figure 
on much of the coinage of Romanus IV’s reign are all evidence of her anxiety to be brought 
before public attention in this way. Hendy's proposal to attribute the signed coins to a 
mint at Thessalonica, with which I do not agree, and the apparent anomaly in the order 
of precedence in Class 1, with Eudocia instead of her husband occupying the place of 
honor, have been discussed elsewhere. 9 

Wroth attributed to Constantine X the Anonymous Folles of Class D. Miss Thompson 
assigned to him Class F, but this is too rare a type for so long a reign. It has been argued 
above 19 that Classes C-F belong to the 1040's and 1050's, but that their sequence did not 
coincide with the changes in sovereigns over those decades. 

• Above, pp. 641-3, 110. 

■" Above, pp. 639. 
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Metal 

Sr 

Obverse 

Reverse 



Constantinople 



HISTAMENO 

(concave) 



Class I 



Christ seated on square-backed throne 



+1HSXISRCX RC9N 

+KWNRACA OAOU 



ANTIhrtl 

KAC 



Christ seated on 

Emperor standing on 



square-backed throne 

cushion, facing, 



(Type II a) lacing. 

bearded, wearing 



bearded, with cross 

modified loros and 



nimbus, wearing 

crown with cross and 



tunic and himation; 

pendilia. In r. hand, 



r. hand raised in 




blessing in sling of 
cloak, 1. holds book, 
by upper edge, on 

Double border of dots 



knee. Double border 




of dots 




(a) No pellet on 

haft of labarum 

N 4.46 

28 l 

Begins +IHIXIJ, 

A for A 

RAC,A, for RACA 

N 4.42 

26 \ 

I for S and 5 

RAC,A, 
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la.3 Pi 4.39 25 4 +IH2XI2RCX [ ]TI RAC'A' | 1059-1067 

*la.4 Pi 4.37 26 4 RAC,A, 

la.5 Pi 4.34 27 4 +lrlSIXirRCX RCIN 

etc. 

*la.6 H 4.34 I 29 4 C for S, A for A + on globus 

| flattened 

*la.7 Pi 4.33 26 4 "I for 1 RAC,A,, 4- on globus, 

emperor with longer 

la.8 Pi 4.27 27 | C for S, I for 5 

la. 9 if 2.62 20 4 I for $ 

cut down 

(b) Pellet on shaft of labarum 

*lb.l Pi 4.37 26 4 | 2 for S | Cross on globus -i- 

lb. 2 PI 4.35 26 4 

*lb.3 Pi 4.29 26 \ -HhlXlirRlX RCIN 

ANTIhm 

*lb.4 Pi 4.26 27 4 | Cross on globus 

pear-shaped object 
suspended from hand I 

lb.5 Pi 1.90 18 4 +IH2IXCRCX RC[ ]NRACA etc. 

i cut down j Cross on globus 
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Christ seated on lyre-backed throi 


To 1., emperor 
standing, facing, 
bearded, wearing 
modified loros and 


hand to breast and 
| gl. cr. in 1. To r., the 
i Virgin standing, 
facing, nimbate, 

maphorion, holding 1. | 

crowning emperor 
with r. Between 
heads, M To r. of 
j her head, S Double 
border of dots 


28 i +€ICXICRX OC[ 
]him 

27 \ +IHSIXSCX DCRAn 
TID+ 

27 l +im for -HriS 


RAC for RACA, 

0 for 9 

RAC,A, for RACA 






770 CONSTANTINE X - CONSTANTINOPLE - HISTAMENON, TETARTERON 


No. 


“ton' 0bVer5 ° 

—- 

Date 

2.6 

L 

4.33 

26 J. 


RAC for RACA, j 

1059-1067 






O for 5 


2.7 

I AT 

4.33 

25 4 




2.8 

r 

4.24 

26 J. 


RAC.A, for RACA 





TETARTERON 





| No inscription 


KUJN RACIAOAUK 





Bust of the Virgin 


Bust of emperor 





facing, nimbate, 


facing, bearded. 





orans, wearing tun: 


wearing modified 





and maphorion. To 

1., 






Rff To r„ 


cross and pendilia. 





Single border of do 

ts 

In r. hand, gl. cr.; 







in 1., akakia. 







Single border of dots 





(a) With no 

symbol in obv. field 


3a. 1 

A1 

4.03 

19 \ 




*3a.2 

N 

3.99 

19 4 P in fiff has the 





plugged 

form R 




3a.3 

N 

3.98 j 

20 4 




*3a,4 

N 

3.92 

20 4 







] (b) With pellet 

to 1. and r. in obv. field 


*3b 

N 

4.04 | 

21 \ | 


RACA for RACIA ; 



2.6 Whitteraore 

2.8 Swiss Collection 1956 
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Metal I D ®'p 0 _ 

o.™ 



MILIARESION 


— 

€NTOVTUNIKAT€ 


+KUIN 

KU)NKAI€VAKIAN 


S6VAOKIA 

Cross crosslet on 


niCTOIRA 

base and three steps 


ClAQCPtU 

with X at inter- 


MAIUJN 

section,«/ on shaft, 


- •- 

and pellet at end of 


Triple linear border i 

each arm, all 

L 2.53 ; 27 | 

TWO-THIRDS 

between busts of the 
emperor and empress. 
Triple linear border 

MILIARESION 


Clai 

i si 


Long ob 

v. inscr. 


+eeoTOKi ROHeei 

— 


Virgin standing 

+0K6RO 


facing on souppedion. 

HeeixwN 


nimbate, orans, 

CJANTINUJI 


wearing tunic and 

AecnoTH 


maphorion. To 1., M-P 

TIDAyKA 


To r., with :i: to 



1. and r. of head. 

Single border of dots 

1 JR 1.54 j 21 4 

Single border of dots 
l€ for €1 








CONSTANTINE X - CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL . 


772 



6a.2-3 Whittemore 
6b.1 Peirce 1948 







CONSTANTINE X - CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL A* 773 



(e) Head between - and ^ 1059-1067 

*6e l/R 1.42 | 21 \ Pellet in field to 1. • — • instead of 

and r. | » — » above inscr. 


ONE-THIRD MILIARESION 
No inscription j ©TC?R,0, 

Bust of the Virgin KG5NA€C 

facing, orans, nOTHTCi) 

nimbate, wearing AOVKA 

tunic and maphorion. Border of large 
j To 1., trff To r„ &/ peUets 
i Border of large 
pellets 

(a) Long inscr., • • • beneath 
*(7a) U j 17 | (Private coll.) 

j pierced | 

(b) Short inscr., nothing beneath 

*7b U 0.77 17 \ +5R€ |R,0,KCON | 

| pierced j | | AGCnO | — TH — 

The lower ornaments beside the head are not very clear on either this specimen or the one 
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+6MMA NOVHA | +KUINTAK 
Christ standing CVAKAVrC 

on square souppedion | To 1., Eudo 
j (Type IVb) facing, ! standing, fa 
bearded, with cross j wearing mo 
nimbus having pellet j loros with 1 
in each arm, wearing I shaped lowi 


r. hand raised in 
blessing in sling of 
cloak, 1. holds book 
I by lower edge. In 
. field, fe and XC 


and pendilia. To r„ 
Constantine standing,) 
facing, wearing 
modified loros and 


labarum, with cross¬ 
standing on base and 
places one hand on 

Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class B, 
itself overstruck on 
I Class A 
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No. 

w? 

Die 

Po- 

Obverse 


Date 

8.2 

JE 

15.77 

30 




1059-1067 

8.3 

JE 

11.94 

35 


Overstruck on 

EndsAVr 







Anonymous Class E 



8.4 

JE 

10.44 

28 

+ 




8.5 

JE 

10.13 

30 



AK omitted 


8.6 

JE 

9.82 

29 





8.7 

JE 

9.58 

32 


Overstruck on 








| 

P 

S 



8.8 

JE 

9.54 

31 





8.9 

JE 

9.51 

27 



AK omitted 


*8.10 

JE 

9.16 

28 

\ 




8.11 

JE 

8.85 

31 



A'K' for AK 


8.12 

JE 

8.85 

i 32 


Overstruck on 








Anonymous Class B 



8.13 

JE 

8.47 

27 

i 


EndsArO 


8.14 

JE 

8.47 

32 

v 

Overstruck on 








Anonymous Class B 



8.15 

\JE 

8.46 

25 



Reads €VAKI"0 


8.16 

\JE 

8.42 

29 

t 1 




8.17 


8.30 

29 


Overstruck on 

A'K, for AK 







Anonymous Class E 



8.18 

JE 

8.25 

31 

\ 


T,A,K, for TAK, 


*8.19 1 






Aro for Avro 



JE 

7.99 1 

27 

1 i 





8.3 Shaw 1947 

8.4 Peirce 1948 from Istanbul bazar x. 27 


8.7 Swiss Collection 1956 
8.8-9 Schindler 1960 
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*9.1 \JE 11.65 

9.2 Le 10.74 

9.3 \JE 10.00 

9.4 iJE 9.85 

9.5 \/E 9.50 

9.6 9.03 

9.7 |iE 8.49 


Die Po- Obverse 

Reverse 


Bust of Constantine X 

-HEMMA NOVHA 

+K11INRACI A6VCO 

Bust of Christ 

AOVK 

(Type Vf) facing, with 

Bust of emperor 

long beard and cross 

facing, bearded, 

nimbus having pellet 

wearing modified 

in each arm, wearing 

loros and crown with 

tunic and himation; 

cross and pendilia. 

r. hand raised before 

In r. hand, cross | 

breast in blessing, 1. 

held vertically; in 1., 

holds book, with SC- 


on cover, from 


beneath. To 1., 1C 


To r., x£ 


26 | 


26 4 


30 4 


28 4 

Ends AK 

29 \ 


27 4 


31 4 Overstruck on 


Anonymous Class D 





1059-1967 



9.6 Peirce 1948 

9.7 Swiss Collection 19S6 
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Metal 

Wt. 

Size 

DiePo- 



9.9 

9.10 

JE 7.83 

JE 7.57 
JE 7.34 

29 4 
28 i 

Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class D 

_ 

ACVC for A6VC 

9.11 

JE 7.08 

29 \ 



*9.12 

JE 6.92 

28 \ 


Begins KUJN 

9.13 

JE 6.73 

28 ^ 


Begins K UIN 

9.14 

JE 6.61 

29 \ 


Begins+K UJN 

9.15 

JE 6.16 

28 4 

Anonymous Class D, 


9.16 

JE 5.59 

28 | 

Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class C 


9.17 

JE 5.54 

29 4 

Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class C 






EUDOCIA Macrembolitissa 1 
Augusta 1059 (?) - October 1071 

(a) With Constantine X, 1059 - 22 May 1067 

(b) With Michael (VII) and Constantius, May - 31 Dec. 1067 

(c) With Romanus IV, Michael VII, Andronicus, and Constantius, 

1 Jan. 1068 - late Sept. 1071 

(d) With Michael VII, Andronicus, and Constantius, late Sept. - late Oct. 1071 
Background and Chronology 

The constitutional complications of the years 1067-71 arose in part out of Constan¬ 
tine X’s provisions for the succession, in part out of the ambitions of his widow Eudocia. 
The emperor had four sons—Michael (VII), a boy whose name is unknown and who died 
young, Andronicus, and Constantius or Constantine—the first three being born before his 
accession and only the last being a Porphyrogenitus. 2 Eudocia was probably created 
Augusta on the first convenient occasion after Constantine X’s own accession, i.e., in 
1059. Constantius was created Augustus shortly after his birth in 1060, Michael a little 
later. 3 One might expect Constantius to have been the senior in dignity, since he was both 
bom in the purple and the first to be crowned, but in the text of Eudocia's oath of 
1067 and in the dating clauses of South Italian charters of Eudocia's regency Michael is 
always named before his brother, and it is probable that he was formally promoted to 
the senior position when he was crowned. The third brother, Andronicus, was associated 
co-emperor by Romanus IV, probably at the time of his accession, since he appears on 
all the histamena of the reign. The fact that he ever held the imperial dignity at all is 
pointedly and no doubt deliberately ignored by Psellus, but the evidence of Scylitzes and 
Attaleiates, 4 of charters, 5 and of the coins is on this point quite clear. 


Eudocic (1067). Un 6pisode de l'histoire dynastique de Byzance," REB, 21 (1963), 101-28. 

■ Psellus, vii (Constantine X), chaps. 20-21 (ed. Renauld, 11.147-8). The fourth son's name appears 



4 Scylitzes Cont. p. 670; Attaleiates, p. 106. Scylitzes had earlier said (p. 670) that it was Con- 
intended no more than to say that Andronicus attained this ranh. Of. Polemis. The Douhai, 47. 


(G. B. Beltrani, Documenti longobardi e greet per la storia dell' Italia meridionale [Rome, 1877], no. 18, 

p. 27). But he is sometimes omitted; cf. quarto anno imperii domini Romano Diogeni et cum to regnanle 
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The death of Constantine X in May 1067 left Eudocia as Augusta in her own right 
and regent on behalf of her sons. This situation lasted for seven months, till it became 
evident that circumstances required someone more competent than either Michael or her 
advisors in charge of affairs. In December, despite her solemn promise to her late husband 
that she would not marry again,* she resolved to marry Romanus Diogenes, a distinguished 
soldier many years younger than herself, and on 1 January 1068 Romanus IV became 
emperor as Eudocia's husband. 7 Although he undertook to respect the rights of her 
children and his constitutional inferiority is to some extent reflected in his coins, he was 
effectively ruler till his defeat and capture at Manzikert on 26 August 1071.“ When the 
first confused news of this disaster reached Constantinople it was agreed that Eudocia 
and her sons should exercise power jointly, 9 and when the further news of Romanus' 
release arrived it was resolved, on the advice of the Caesar John Ducas, to resist his attempt 
to recover his position. Letters were sent out to the provinces instructing them on no 
account to recognize the defeated emperor. But Michael was as little prepared to tolerate 
the control of his mother as he was that of his stepfather, and after a month of joint rule, 
from late September to late October, he was proclaimed aulocralor, and Eudocia was 
dispatched to a monastery and compelled to take vows of religion. 10 Romanus maintained 
the unequal struggle against Michael until the spring of 1072, when he was forced to 
surrender, and was blinded with such cruelty that he died shortly afterward (4 August). 11 
Coinage 

The two periods in which Eudocia could conceivably have occupied the leading position 
on the coins are therefore the months May - December 1067 and September - October 1071, 


P '« 9 kl t C t Th t t Ih th' bl sh d^d^ ' /l d- P *db Ok dte 



9 Psellus, vii (Romanus IV). chaps. 25, 27 (pp. 163-4). Bryennius (i. 18; Bonn ed„ pp. 43-4) says 
that only Eudocia and Michael were to be sovereigns, but Psellus' account is more probable. 

dating proposed by D. I. Polemis. “Notes on Eleventh-Century Chronology,” BZ, 58 (1965), 63-5. 

precise. For the activities of John Ducas, see B. Leib, “Jean Doukas, c6sar et inoinc. Son jeu politique 
a Byzance de 1067 5 1081,” Melanges Paul Peelers, II (Brussels, 1950) { = Analecta Bollandtana. 58). 
163-80. 



Tombs and Obits of the Byzantine Emperors," DOP, 16 [1962). 60). and the dates of his blinding 
art .«/.. 65. note 35, and Addendum on p. 76). 
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though coins of the latter period would be unlikely in view of its brevity and the un¬ 
certainty of the constitutional situation. One well-known group of histamena exists in 
which she takes precedence of two of her children, and there is also a tetarteron on which 
she is associated with Michael VII and takes precedence of him. 

The first coins are those histamena having on the obverse a seated figure of Christ and 
on the reverse the figure of Eudocia standing on a cushion between her two sons Michael 
and Constantius. According to regular imperial protocol, when three co-emperors are 
shown standing together and the one in the middle is a woman, precedence as between 
the two others belongs to the one on the spectator's left, and so, in this case, to Michael 
as against Constantius. 1 * De Saulcy was of the opinion that the coins should be ascribed 
to the period after Manzikert, while Wroth attributed them to the regency of 1067. 1 ® 
There can be no doubt that this is correct. The coins are too common for an issue lasting 
barely a month, and in September 1067 it would have been difficult to ignore the fact 
that Andronicus was technically a co-emperor with his brothers. The fineness of such 
specimens as have been tested is also about 17 f 2 carats, which would correspond better 
to 1067 than to 1071.“ 

A detail of particular interest in the design of these histamena is the first appearance 
of what Hendy terms a loros-waist, a decorated panel on the front of the wearer’s body 
where the fold of the loros passes across in front of his body to hang over his outstretched 
arm. It occurs only on the effigies of the two youthful figures on the reverse and the 
decoration is a quite simple one of five pellets, intended as 0, but with the pellets 
irregularly placed, since the panel is flattened and highly angular, and has not yet assumed 
the almost square shape it was to acquire in the future. Up to this time the fold of the 
loros had not been differentiated from the rest of the garment, and this new way of treating 
it, in the form of a distinctively designed panel, was to play an important role in twelfth- 
century coinage. 14 Also very conspicuous, but not quite a novelty, is the kite-shaped 
panel on the lower part of Eudocia's loros which forms a notable feature of eleventh- 
century female costume. 14 

The tetarteron is known from a single specimen in the former Prince Cantacuzene 
collection, sold in London in 1922." Its present whereabouts is unknown to me, but the 
coin is fortunately illustrated and there is no reason to doubt its authenticity. The obverse 
is a bust of the Virgin, in all respects like that of the tetartera of Romanus IV and 
Michael VII. The reverse is basically the same as that of Class I of Michael VII, with two 
facing busts, but their positions are reversed, the one on the left being female and that 
on the right male and beardless, while the inscription is +6VA[OK]IA SMIXAHARC, i.e., 
EOSoxia xai Mixaf|X pa<riAsT$. The sale catalogue dated it 1071 and Goodacre 18 believed 


13 F. de Saulcy, Essai de classification des suites monilaives bysantines . 298-300; Wroth, p. 522, 
note 1. Sabatier (II. 169) supposed the coins to have been struck over the whole period 1067-71, which 



'• Above, pp. 124-5. 

” Foreign Prince Sale (Glendining 8. ii. 22), lot 209. 

" Handbook of the Coinage 0/ the Byzantine Empire (1957), 255. 
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it to have been struck in the month following Manzikert. This would fit in well with the 
sequence of types, but there was a very marked decline in the quality of lettering on the 
tetartera of this period, and the high standard occurring on this coin, as well as the 
greater length of time involved, makes me prefer the earlier date. It would be very 
surprising if Eudocia's issue of tetartera in 1067 were unaccompanied by a corresponding 
one of histamena, and the difference in type from the histamena of 1067—and the omission 
of Constantius—would be natural consequences of the smaller size of the flan. 

Mr. Whitting published in 1949 another rather similar tetarteron in his collection in 
which the positions of the male and female figures had also been reversed, and queried 
whether it might not belong to 1071.“ This is out of the question. The type corresponds 
to that of Michael VII’s Class III, which belongs to the late 1070’s, and Mr. Whitting 
failed to note that the inscription and not merely the type had also been reversed from 
left to right, so that it reads, backward, +IT1IXAHA CM[. The coin belongs, in fact, to a 
class of faults produced when a die-sinker has inadvertently copied a coin directly for 
his die instead of making the necessary inversion of inscription and type. This kind of 
error occurs from time to time in all coin series, and does not merit any particular attention. 

autocrator during her regency, or whether she merely acted in this capacity without 
actually holding the title. That she did the latter, while being careful to associate her sons 
in all that she did, is admitted by all, but in his view she was never fully autocrator. To 
the arguments he adduces one may add that of the order of precedence on her histamena: 
if she had been fully autocrator, one might expect to see Michael, as next in rank, on the 
right, and Constantius on the left. Against it is the clear title on the tetarteron just 
discussed and its order of precedence, for on coins of previous regencies—Irene for Con¬ 
stantine VI, Zoe for Irene—the regent had taken second place to her son. 21 Against it 
also are the dating clauses of South Italian charters, where Eudocia’s name always takes 
precedence over those of her children and she is often the only one to receive the imperial 
title. 22 While I suspect that he may be formally correct, the distinction is one that would 
have passed unnoticed by most of her subjects and probably by most of her court. She 
was as nearly emperor as made no matter. 

» P. D. Whitting, "An Xlth Century Solidus." N.Circ., 57 (1949). 217-18. I am grateful to 







Constantinople 


-HriSXISRCX RCSN 
ANTIhffl 
Christ seated on 
square-backed throne 
(Type lie) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
nimbus, wearing tunic 
and himation; r. hand 
raised in front of body 
! in blessing, 1. holds 
book by spine on 
knee. Double border 
of dots 


+MIX 6H AK KUJNS 1067 
Three figures 
standing facing. In 
center Eudocia, on I 
dais, wearing 
modified loros with I 
kite-shaped panel I 
and crown with 
pinnacles and 
pendilia, holding in 
r. knobbed scepter; | 

1. hand on breast. j 

To 1., Michael 
wearing modified 
loros with loros- 
waist and crown 


4.45 26 4 RCIX for RCX 
Ihim for Ihm 

4.41 26 4 Ends ANTIAIlTl 

4-41 27 / _ 


' akakia. To r., 
similar figure of 
Constantius, but 

akakia in r. Double j 
border of dots 


Whit 
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r, TETARTERON 


V 4.35 27 / 

V 4.35 27 l RCIX for RCX 

pierced R. side of inscr. 

and | obscure 


TETARTERON 


+0K€ ROH6 


with cross behind 
head. In field. Rff 0/ 
Single border of dots 


+6VAOKIA SmiXA | 

Half-figures of 
Eudocia (on 1.) and 

facing, holding 
between them a long I 
cross with pellet at i 
end of each arm, j 

Eudocia wearing 
modified loros and 
crown with pinnacles i 

Romanus modified ! 
loros and crown with 
cross and pendilia. | 
Single border of dots , 



ROMANUS IV Diogenes 
1 January 1068 - September 1071 
(Deposed; died 4 August 1072) 

Colleagues: Eudocia Macrembolitissa, Michael IV, Andronicus, and Constantius 

The reign of Roman us IV dated from his marriage to Eudocia and his coronation on 
1 January 1068.' It ended effectively with his defeat at Manzikert on 26 August 1071, 
though the mint of Constantinople probably continued to strike coins in his name during 
September and perhaps even October, while Romanus must have regarded himself as 
emperor until his surrender and abdication in the spring of 1072. His position as emperor 
was, as his coinage shows, an ambiguous one, for while his age and experience inevitably 
gave him first place in the government and his name precedes those of his colleagues in 
official acts, Eudocia and Michael took the view that he was only regent on behalf of the 
children of Constantine X. The empress was anxious to guard against what had occurred 
during the reigns of Nicephorus Phocas and John Zimisces exactly a century before, 
when Basil and Constantine, the rightful emperors, were pushed completely into the 
background and, if either Nicephorus or John had had children, would have been in 
serious danger of being eliminated entirely from the succession. Her task was simplified 
by Romanus’ talent for making himself unpopular. He followed, with only indifferent 
success, the policies of Isaac I. Further, he lacked the patience, organizing ability, and 
authority to carry through the necessary military reforms, and in the end it was his rash 
leadership of inadequately trained forces that resulted in the greatest disaster sustained 
by any Roman army since the battle of Adrianople. 

Romanus inherited as colleagues two of the sons of Constantine X, and added to them, 
for reasons that are unknown, their brother Andronicus. The date clauses of Italian 
charters place Andronicus' name, when they insert it at all, after that of Constantius,* 
but in fact he was given rank above the latter. This is apparent from the order of precedence 
on the histamena of Romanus IV's reign (PI. LXV 1, 2),* and is confirmed by the order 
in which the three brothers signed the marriage contract between Michael's son Constan- 

3 Above, p. 782 note 22, This is probably due to the scribes having simply adapted a formula to 
which they were accustomed by adding the name of Andronicus at the end. From the practical point 

p. 779, note l),’p. 118, note 61. and Polemis (The Doukai. p. 49 and note 7), who suppose that it gives 
In reality, all histamena issued during Romanus IV's reign make Andronicus senior to his brother. 
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tine and Helena, daughter of Robert Guiscard, in 1074. 4 The influence of Constantine X's 
family dominates the whole of Romanus' coinage in gold. His histamena, indeed, are 
technically not his at all, but ones of Michael and his brothers, for it is they who occupy 
the obverse—the convex face—and the representation of Christ blessing Romanus' 
marriage to Eudocia is simply the reverse type. His tetartera, both those actually struck 
and a second type of which a pattern is known, are shared with Eudocia. Only the silver 
and copper are struck in his name alone. 

Two classes of histamena were struck during the reign, differing so slightly between 
themselves that it is difficult to imagine why one was replaced by the other. One is naturally 
tempted to assign them to separate mints, on the assumption that the instructions 
regarding the type were differently understood by two minting authorities, but stylistically 
they are very uniform. Both belong, so far as type is concerned, to the class of marriage 
solidi, a form of coin that had not been seen since the end of the fifth century, though 
examples of that period had been ceremonial issues struck in minute quantities while 
their eleventh-century counterpart formed the main coinage of Romanus IV’s reign. 
Since the coins depict a total of six figures, three on one side and three on the other, they 
were nicknamed "six-headers" by contemporaries. 5 

The obverse of the histamenon shows the standing figures of Michael VII and his 
brothers, Michael in the center, Andronicus on the right, and Constantius on the left, 
the order of precedence implied being Michael, Andronicus, Constantius. The reverse 
shows Christ blessing the union of Romanus and Eudocia. Christ stands on a square 
footstool, represented as a parallelogram delineated by dotted lines, but there is nothing 
beneath the feet of the emperor and empress, presumably because they are in the presence 
of Christ. On the obverse of Class I the three children stand on separate cushions, which 
are shown as linear crescents beneath their feet. These elements in the furniture of the 
imperial court are discussed elsewhere. 6 On the obverse of Class II the three children 
stand on a single dais, indicated by a row of pellets between two horizontal lines. This 
represents a decorated wooden platform such as we find, for example, supporting the 
Empress Eudocia, wife of Basil I, and her sons Leo (VI) and Alexander in a miniature in 
the late ninth-century manuscript of St, Gregory of Nazianzus in the BibliothJque 
Nationale.’ The costume of the imperial princes reproduces that already used on the 















junior emperors are often solid and those o 
pellets. On the coins of Eudocia’s regency, 
and this was evidently the design carrie 
considerations seem decisive for the order c 
There is only one type of tetarteron kr 
Virgin holding a medallion of Christ and c 
and empress holding a globus with a long c 
second series to the reign, but these belong 
exists in the Bibliothique Nationale. It 1 
holding a labarum and a globus cruciger, with the title of Basil(issa ); on the reverse is 
the bust of Romanus, holding an akakia and globus cruciger, with the title of Desp(oUs). 
The pattern is of copper, with a large frame giving it a diameter of 32 mm., but there can 
be no doubt that it was intended for a tetarteron. 11 


With regard to the silver, it has been argued elsewhere that Wroth’s Type 1 should 
be assigned to Romanus III, but that his Type 4, a one-third miliaresion which Mme 
Morrisson wished to transfer to Romanus III, is in fact a coin of Romanus IV. 14 It was for 
the first time correctly published by Zacos and Veglery, 13 Wroth having misread the SR 
R© in the field (i. e., Geotoke potjfei) as CK-PA and failed to notice the four A’s in the 
margin. These continue the PCOITl in the field and in turn carry on from the SR R© 
of the obverse, so that the entire inscription reads Oeotoke pofiOsi 'Pcopavcp Aioytva 
AtcnrdTq, the A’s being twice repeated in the margin for the sake of symmetry. There 
remain the two classes of two-thirds miliaresion on which Romanus IV uses his family 
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ROMAN US IV 

Romanus continued Constantine X's practice of issuing signed folles at the same time 
as Anonymous Folles, but his coins are themselves almost anonymous in character. 
Instead of having a bust or a standing figure of himself with an appropriate inscription, 
they have on one face a bust of Christ and on the other a cross, like so many of the Anony¬ 
mous Follis types, and the personal element goes no further than the letters CRPA, 
replacing a religious formula, in the angles of the cross. That these stand for an invocation, 
on the model of similar formulae used on seals, reliquaries, and the like, is beyond doubt, 
and the final two must stand for either Romanos Diogenes or Romanos Desfoles, it is 
impossible to say which. The R is the usual eleventh-century form of a B, standing for 
Pot'iOei. On the C there have long been two schools of thought. Marchant interpreted it 
as a sigma, standing for Z-ravpe, de Saulcy as a kappa, standing for Kupit." This gave 
two alternative interpretations, either "0 Cross, preserve Emperor Romanus" or "O 
Lord, preserve Emperor Romanus.” Sabatier and Wroth 16 followed de Saulcy; Svoronos 
revived Marchant’s interpretation, though in a slightly different form ; 16 and finally Zacos 
and Veglery, after a careful study of the inscriptions on eleventh-century coinage, have 
shown that the reading 2-ravpf is to be preferred. 1 ’ Though Kyrie, to a person familiar 
with Byzantine inscriptions, seems the more natural interpretation, Latin lettering was 
going out of use very rapidly in the capital in the middle years of the century, and coin 
inscriptions of the period 1042-1118 show that after 1057 C was always used as the 
equivalent of 2, never as that of K. Seal inscriptions also reveal a number of cases in which 
the cross is invoked, the word being spelled out in such a fashion that no doubt is possible 
(CTP6 0VAATT6 KVPIAKON 01 K€THN, "O Cross, protect Cyriacus the servant”; 
CKenOIC M6 CTAVP6 MANOVHA AlOrCNH, “0 Cross, protect me Manuel Diogenes"). 
Although many users of Romanus’ folles would probably interpret the C as Kyrie, there 
can be little doubt that the other meaning was that intended by the mint and that the 
inscription should be understood as 2>raupt BofiSsi ‘Piopav$ AeaTrd-nj. 

Class G of the Anonymous Folles is found overstruck on signed folles of both Con¬ 
stantine X and Romanus IV, and must have been issued at about this period. Wroth 
attributed it to Constantine IX, which is much too early. 

byrantines\l836), 304. 

“ Sabatier, Description, II. 173; Wroth, p. 527, note 1. 

*• J. N. Svoronos, Bv(avTiaKd voyiaiicmKa trvniuOTa, JIAN, 2 (1899), 382. His view was that the 
^■’"zacos and Vcglery\ art. They had included a note to the same effect in the 1957 
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OPLE - HISTAMENON 



Constantinople 

histamenon (concave) 
Class I 




KU1N MX ANA 
Three figures st 

cushions. In center, 
Michael VII, large, 
wearing modified 
loros with loros- 

pendilia, holding in 
r. a labarum-headcd 
scepter and in 1., 
akakia. To 1., 
similar figure of 
Constantius, holding 

akakia ini.; tor., 
Andronicus. similar, 
but akakia in r. and 
gl. cr. in 1. Double 
I border of dots 


+PUJMANS €VAUKIA 
(often imperfect) 
Three figures standing 
facing. In center, 
Christ standing on 

nimbate, wearing 

himation, crowning 
Romanus on 1. and 

Romanus wears 
modified loros and 
crown with pendilia, 
holds r. hand on 
breast and gl. cr. in 
r. Eudocia wears 
modified loros with 
kite-shaped panel 
and crown with 

pendilia, holds gl. cr. 

breast. In upper 
field, 1C m Double 
border of dots 
+IUJMANS CVAMKIA 


On this class the cross of the globus cruciger held by each co-ruler is normally formed by 
three pellets. The letters of the reverse are so badly formed that they can be only approximately 
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1 Die Po- Obverse 

r 

*1.2 

N 

4.41 27 \ 

+IUJMAN CVAHKIK j 1068-1071 




Gl. cr. of four 




pellets 

1.3 

A/ 

4.39 28 | 

]eVAAnSN 1 

1.4 

A r 

4.38 28 | 

+IU1MAN' CVAKIA 

1.5 

A' 

4.38 ! 26 4- 

+PU)MANia 6VACAIIA 1 

1.6 


4.36 ! 26 i 

+IU1NANS CVAKPN j 


pierced 


1.7 

Al 

4.36 | 27 j 

-MuimAN evAnncM 

1.8 

A! 

4.35 27 l 

+IUIMAN1/1 [ 

1.9 

N 

4.35 27 l 

+PU1MANH CVAKAIM 

1.10 

N 

4.19 26 4 

+PUIMANia €VAKRIIM 


pierced 




Clas 

II 



Same inscr. and type. 

Same inscr. and type 



but the three figures 




stand on a single dais 


*2.1 

N 

4.40 27 4 

+IWMA CVAKIA 

2.2 

N 

4.39 27 i Crosses of three 

+IUIMANI1 CVAK[ 



1 pellets 


2.3 

N 

4.38 27 4. 

HUMAN- CVAKAI- 



erced 


*2.4 

N 

4.37 26 \ 

+IU1MAN' [ 

2.5 

N 

4.37 28 4 

+I-MCI 6VAKLI- 


flattened j 
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2.6 N 4.37 28 J. I Crosses of three ] CVAKAIA | 1068-1071 

pellets 

2.7 N 4.33 J 28 | Inscr. illegible +PUJMAN €VAKIA 

2.8 N 4.33 27 f —UUMII— CVAKril 

2.9 A' 4.31 26 i j KlUH ] CVAKNIS 


TETARTERON 

+9K€ ROH0 +IWMANS6VAKRIM 

Bust of the Virgin (or variant, 

facing, wearing tunic , blundered) 
and maphorion, Half-figures of 

holding medallion of Romanus (on 1.) and 
the Infant Christ with Eudocia (on r.) 

I cross behind head. facing, holding 

! In field, ffl 1 0V between them globe 

Single border of dots which supports a 

long cross, Romanus 
wearing modified , 
loros and crown with 
cross and pendilia, 
Eudocia modified 

pinnacles and 
pendilia. Single 
border of dots 

3.1 | A' 4.06 119 4 Same die as 3.4 +IUJMAIC VAKRIhll 

Same die as 3.2 and 
3.4 

3.2 A’ 4.06 19 J, Same die as 3.1 and 

3.4 

3.3 4.05 19 4 Same die as 3.11 +IU1MANS CVAKRI- | 

_ Same die as 3.11 ] 

2.6 Whittemore 
2.8-9 Whittemore 
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4.04 19 4 
4.03 19 i 
4.01 19 \ 

4.01 20 1 | 

4.01 18 i ! 

4.01 20 | j 

4.01 20 \ | Same die as 3.3 


]IU) MSCV AKRIMI 
1 +IUIM[ ]SC WARIM 
! +IUINAC SV &K RIM 
■ +I10IT1ASCVAKRI Ml 
-HUMAN S€VAKAI 
HUN UCVAKII RIT1I 
! Same die as 3.3 


j Bust of Eudocia, Bust of Romanus, 

I facing, wearing facing, bearded, 

I modified loros with wearing modified 

collar-piece and loros and crown wit 

crown with pinnacles cross and pendilia, 

! and pendilia, holding holding in r., gl. 

i headed scepter, in 1., border to obv. 
gl. cr. Dotted border 
within broad ringed | 


/E 33.69 j 32 
with with 
border | border 
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| No inscription I +§K? 1068-1071 

; Bust of the Virgin ! R,0,PUJMA 
! facing, nimbate, | NUJA£CnO 

wearing tunic and THTUJAIO 

[ maphorion, holding I T6N6I 

medallion of the and ornament 

Infant Christ with beneath. Single 

cross behind head. In t border of dots 
j field, RIP ©v' Single 
border of dots 

(a) Beneath inscr., - • - 

*5a.l Lb 1.48 I 22 J \ 

*5a.2 Lb 1.44 j 22 | 

(b) Beneath inscr., • • • 

1.44 j 19 i I R 0 for R, 0, 

1.35 19 | R 0 for R, 0, 

1.06 19 | Ornament uncertain, 

jrn I | | but probably • • • 



5a.2 Swiss Collection 1956 
5b. 1 Swiss Collection 1956 



i Z/N. 36 (1926), 
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With bust of Christ 


Bust of Christ, 

(Type VII b) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
nimbus having pellet 


cloak, 1. holds book 


UR 1.43 I 21 \ | 


2 var. (Sabatier coll.), R. — 
id right of Christ's nimbus. 
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7.2 Swiss Collection 1956 8 P ' P ^ 

7.5 Peirce 1948 


This is not an ordinary case 


of clipping. The 
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L® 11.37 20 J. 


No inscription 
Bust of Christ, 

(Type VII b var.) 
facing, bearded, with 
dotted cross behind 
head, wearing tunic 
and himation; r. hand 
I raised in blessing in 
sling of cloak, 1. holds 
j book, with ::: on 
cover, from beneath. 
In field, 1C and XC 
I over R1 and KA 
Overstruck on 
Anonymous Class C, 
in turn overstruck on 


\JE 7.67 29 \ | 


C R Latin cross, 

P A with X at 
intersection and one 

pellets at end of each 
arm. To 1. and r. of 
pellets at base, 


Whittemore 

Whittemore 


1956 








MICHAEL VII Ducas 
October 1071 - 31 March 1078 


(Augustus from c.1060) 

Colleagues: Andronicus (to 1074/77) and Constantius, his brothers, and Constantine 
(from 1074), his son 

Background and Chronology 

Michael's early career has already been described. 1 He was associated Augustus with 
his father and younger brother in or soon after 1060 and was given the place of honor 
on the histamena struck by his stepfather Romanus IV between 1067 and 1071. In 
October 1071 he despatched his mother Eudocia to a monastery and seized supreme 

Psellus has little but praise for the good qualities of his erstwhile pupil, but in every 
respect Michael's reign was a disaster. He was incapable of dealing with the military 
problems that beset the Empire, and the reputation which gave him the nickname of 
Parapinaces, "Peckfilcher,” 5 coupled with the debasement of the coinage during his reign, 
throws light on his own contribution to its economic troubles. After six years of reign he 
was faced with revolts in both east and west. In October 1077* Nicephorus Botaniates, 
an elderly general, revolted in Asia Minor, to be followed almost immediately by Nice¬ 
phorus Bryennius in Thrace. Bryennius laid siege to Constantinople without success in 
December, and in the New Year the initiative passed to Botaniates. By 7 January he had 
obtained sufficient support in the capital for part of the congregation in Saint Sophia 
to create a disturbance in his favor. In March he occupied Nicaea, where on the Feast of 
the Annunciation (25 March) he was proclaimed emperor in the presence of the patriarch 
of Antioch and other notables. 4 Michael had no heart for resistance. On 31 March 1078 
he abdicated in favor of his brother the Porphyrogenitus Constantius and retired first 
to Blachernae and then to Studion, where he assumed the monastic habit. 5 Constantius 
refused to accept the throne and in company with Alexius Comnenus, another possible 

1 Above, pp. 779 ff. See, in general, D. I. Polemis, The Doukai (1968), 42-6. 

s Scylitzes Cont., p. 714; Zonaras xviii.16.35-6 (Bonn ed.. III. 712). The explanation was given by 

74 (1953), 598. Owing to the rise in prices, a nomisma would buy only a medimnus of bread less a 

4 Attalciates. pp. 256, 269-70. 

» Bryennius, ill. 21 (pp. 123-4): Zonaras. xviii. 18.12-13 (in. 719-20): the day on which the Church 
Michael subsequently became metropolitan of Ephesus (Zonaras, xviiLW. 14; pp. 722-3). 
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candidate for supreme office, made his submission to Botaniates, who crossed the Bospho¬ 
rus and entered the capital on the Tuesday of Holy Week, 3 April 1078.* He was 
immediately crowned by the Patriarch Cosmas. 7 
Coinage: Main Features 

Michael VII did not, at least in theory, rule alone. His brothers Andronicus and Con- 
stantius were co-emperors from the start, Andronicus down to his death sometime between 
1074 and 1077,* Constantius throughout the reign, while his son Constantine was raised 
to the imperial dignity shortly after his birth in 1074.* None of them was recognized in 
the coinage, despite the fact that Constantius had figured on histamena since 1067 and 
Andronicus since 1068. Michael’s wife Maria of Alania (Georgia) appears on his tetartera 
and on one type of his miliaresion. This ran contrary to the tradition of recent centuries 
which gave no such right to the consorts of Byzantine emperors, and does not fit in with 
what Psellus tells us of her shy and retiring disposition, 1 * but in his exclusion of co¬ 
emperors and admission of his wife Michael was doing no more than following the example 
of his father, who had associated his wife but not his children with him on the coins. In 
each case the histamenon was reserved for the aulocralcr alone. 

Michael VII, like Louis XVI of France, was a ruler of practical interests, but, instead 
of repairing clocks, he occupied himself with the work of the mint. Psellus praises him 
for his specialized knowledge of this institution. "He had an understanding of the whole 
system of government expenses and revenue, both of payments from the public funds to 
individuals and of contributions by the public to the treasury. He knew all about the 
making of coins, the equilibrium of the balance and how much they should weigh, what 
was their permissible remedy, how the alloy was manufactured and what proportion of 
gold the coins should contain.” 11 His experience in such matters presumably played a 
role in the fate of the coinage, although the misfortunes of his reign, with constant 
military revolts, the Seljuq devastation of Asia Minor in the years after Manzikert, the 
loss of Byzantine Italy, and the Norman advance across the Adriatic into the Balkans, 


* Bryennius, iii. 23 (p. 125); Attaleiates, pp. 272-3. There was thus an interregnum of throe days. 
Attaleiates (p. 275) refers to largesses distributed by Botaniates on Palm Sunday, but, as Polemis 



• Andronicus was still alive at the date of the marriage treaty with Guiscard of 1074 (above, 

basileus Andronic Doucas," REB. 24 [1966], 158). For what little is known about him, see Gautier. 
art. cit., 153-70, and Polemis, The Douhai, 46-8. The latter dates his death too late (after 1081). 

9 He was seven years old in 1081, and in the marriage treaty with Guiscard is formally described 
as fiooiAevs; so he was presumably nominated emperor immediately after his birth. He ceased to be 
recognized as basileus during the reign of Nicephorus III, was re-instated by Alexius I. demoted 

Constantin Doucas (v. 1074-94),'' Bytanlinoslavica. 17 (1956), 341-59. ' 8 

11 Psellus, vii (Michael VII), chap. 9 (ed. Renauld, II. 177). 
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must all have contributed to the difficulties of the treasury. Michael inherited a nomisma 
about sixteen carats fine. It was in the course of a few years reduced to about twelve 
carats in the case of the histamenon, and ten carats or less in that of the tetarteron. 12 
Specimens of Class III of the latter are of such poor metal that Dieudonn£ published one 
in the Bibliotheque Nationale as being of silver. 13 

gold coinage. The nomismata of Michael VII are recognizable both by their concave 
form and by the poor quality of their gold, which separates them from the coins of earlier 
Michaels, and by the fact that the obverse legend normally ends OA, i.e., 6 AoCrras- 
They form two classes. Both have the same reverse, a facing bust of the emperor with 
scepter and globus cruciger, but different obverses: either Christ seated or a bust of 
Christ. Class I, with the seated Christ, is of noticeably better gold than the other, 14 but 
is extremely rare, which may account for the absence of any specimens in a small hoard 
from the Dobrudja that bridges the two reigns of Romanus IV and Michael VII. 15 On 
Class II Wroth called attention to two varieties in the decoration of the cover of the 
Gospel Book held by Christ, but the pattern of variations is in fact more complicated: 
X or X in the arms of the cross in Christ’s nimbus, ::i 16 or -IS on the Gospel Book, 
0 or 0 on the labarum, and the shaft of the labarum with or without a pellet. It is clear 
that the main division is that between the plain and the pelletted labarum shaft, for 
the plain shaft is normally associated with 9f on the book and the pelletted shaft 
invariably, at least so far as my records go, with :::. The normal nimbus and labarum 
ornament in both groups is X, X occurring only rarely. These differences have been 
used to distinguish subdivisions of Class II in the catalogue, but their meaning is unknown. 
The minor one, between X and X, may well have none at all. 

The tetartera of Michael VII form three classes. All are essentially of the same type: 
on the obverse a bust of the Virgin holding a medallion of Christ, on the reverse the facing 
busts of the emperor and empress, Michael and Maria, holding between them a cross. 
But they differ in detail: 

I. Obv. +0KC BOH0 Virgin without nimbus. Pellet in limbs of cross in nimbus of 
infant Christ. 

Rev. Shaft of cross without ornaments. 

II. Obv. As before, but no pellet in nimbus of Christ. 

Rev. Shaft of cross ornamented with X. 

95-7. * *' Y 
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III. Obv. +0K6BO H66I+ Virgin nimbate, with sometimes a pear-shaped object on either 
side of the Virgin’s nimbus. Nimbus of Christ variously designed. 

Rev. As Class II, but a below the X on shaft of cross. 

The changing color of the gold, coupled with the variations in type, shows that this is 
the order of issue, though the differences between Class III and the others, combined with 
the fact that the cross and crescent ornaments on the staff correspond to those on one 
class of the miliaresia, make it possible that this was a parallel issue to the others, but 
of lower value. The poor quality of the gold in all three precludes the possibility of 
transferring any of them to Michael VI, as one scholar suggested and as would seem 
reasonable on general grounds. 1 ’ The name of Michael Vi’s wife is unknown, and it 
could well have been Maria, but it is clear that all the coins belong to Michael VII. The 
existence of blundered specimens of Class III, with the positions of the sovereigns inter¬ 
changed and Maria on the left, Michael on the right, has been noted and discussed 
already. 18 

silver COINAGE The silver coinage of Michael VII is of some complexity. The metal 
is always of poor quality, so that even where the exact weight of a coin can be ascertained— 
most specimens are pierced or broken—this throws little light on its value or denomination. 
The sizes of the coins, however, suggest that they fit into the established pattern of full, 
two-thirds, and one-third miliaresia. 

The full miliaresia are of two classes, one flat and the other concave. Class I revives a 
type of Constantine X and Eudocia, which in turn had revived that of Basil II and Con¬ 
stantine VIII, thus conforming to what one may call the traditional miliaresion pattern. 
Class II revived a type of Constantine IX, itself based on a ceremonial issue of Ro- 
manus III, but the coins are now concave in form. Since both Classes I and II are continued 
by Nicephorus III they were probably parallel and not successive issues, and the fact 
of one being flat and the other concave suggests a differentiation in value like that suggested 
earlier for coins of Constantine IX. 1 * Of each type there are two varieties, those in Class I 
being differentiated by — • — or —I— above the reverse inscription, those in Class II 
by the presence or absence of a conspicuous pellet beneath the right arm of the emperor 
or beside his right leg. 

The two-thirds miliaresia form four classes. Two are of the traditional type—a bust 
of the Virgin on the obverse and an inscription in several lines on the reverse—but differ 
in the disposition of the inscription and in the accessory symbols that occur in the field. 
The third, of which only a single specimen is known, had a design similar to that of the 
"traditional" miliaresion, which perhaps explains its supersession by a fourth, having 
on the obverse the seated figure of Christ on a backless throne. This type had not 
previously occurred on silver. 

17 Baron Marchant, /.elites (1851), pp. 95-7, proposed to attribute all the tetartera with Michael 
and Maria to Michael VI. Dc Saulcy argued strongly against this {Essai, 99), and Merchant's reasoning, 
which was largely based on supposed differences in the ages of the emperors represented, will not 
stand up to examination. 
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There are two types of one-third miliaresion, both here published for the first time. 
They resemble the coins of the same denomination struck under Constantine X and 
Romanus IV, and have either a bust of the Virgin or a bust of Christ as obverse types. 

copper coinage The normal type of signed follis has on the reverse a bust of the emper¬ 
or and on the obverse one of Christ, with a cross behind the head and no nimbus, flanked 
by 1C X£ above the lateral arms of the cross and two stars below them. There is a very rare 
variety with the 1C and XC below the arms and the stars above them. There are also a 
number of lesser varieties, the stars often having the form of a flower, with six "petals" 
around a central pellet, instead of that of a true "star/ ’ and the Gospel Book held by Christ 
being sometimes ornamented ::: instead of 88. The bust of Romanus sometimes appears 
to be half-right instead of fully facing, but this may be only an illusion produced by double 
striking. The two more definite variations may indicate different mints—Hendy would 
assign the whole coinage to Thessalonica—or different officinae in a single mint, or be no 
more than the varying work of different die-sinkers or of the same die-sinker at different 

point to any useful conclusion, and in our present state of ignorance I have attributed 
the whole coinage to Constantinople. 

A novelty in the reign, and indeed in the century, is the existence of what is undoubtedly 
a half follis, published for the first time below (No. 15). It represents a belated reflection 
in the copper of the introduction of fractional silver coins some decades earlier, but 
apparently met with no success and only a single specimen is at present known. 

In addition to the signed coins. Group H of the Anonymous Folles can be assigned 
to Michael VII, though the dates of its issue may not correspond precisely to those of 
the reign. 





MICHAEL VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - HISTAMENON 803 


No. Metal 




Date 




Cons tar 

itlnople 





histamenon (concave) 





Class I 





With Chr 

ist seated 





No inscription 

+MIX AHA RACIAOA 

1071-1078 




Christ seated on 

Bust facing, bearded. 





square-backed throne 

wearing modified 





(Type II b) facing, 

loros with collar- 





bearded, with cross 

piece and crown with 





nimbus having pellet 

cross and pendilia. 






In r. hand, labarum- 





tunic and himation; 

headed scepter 





r. hand raised in 

decorated with X; 





blessing in sling of 

in 1., gl. cr. with cross 





cloak, 1. holds book, 

of four pellets. 





with X on cover, by 1 
spine on knee. To 1., 

15 To r., *5 

Double border of dots 





Double border of dots 



*1.1 Ai 

4.44 

28 / 




1.2 A' 

4.39 

27 / \ 


+MIX AHA [ 


1.3 N 

4.37 





*1.4 \N 

4.12 | 

28 | | 

Double struck 




1.1 Peirce 1948 from Royall Tyler (Athens) viii. 27 



- CONSTANTINOPLE - H1STAMENON 




With bust oi Christ 


No inscription Same inscr. and type, 1071-1078 

Bust of Christ but the cross of the i 

(Type Vf) facing, with gl. cr. is solid, the ! 

long pointed beard labarum shaft may j 

and cross nimbus with have a pellet, and | 

X or X in arms, the labarum is 

himation; r. hand 0 

in blessing, 1. holds 
book, with $f or ::: 

beneath. Double 
border of dots 

(a) No pellet on labarum shaft; 
nimbus and labarum X, book 8S 

Ends RACIAO A j 

Ends RA[ ]AOA j 


Ends A' 

+IT1IX AHA Rl[ 


I 

*2a.l N 4.43 28 / \ 

2a.2 N 4.38 I 28 \ \ 

*2a.3 N 4.37 27 \ ( 

2a.4 A! 4.37 29 | | 

2a.5 N 4.37 29 / 

2a.6 N 4.35 29 \ 

2a.7 Af 4.31 | 27 | 

2a.8 IW 4.31 | 26 \ 














MICHAEL VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - TETARTERON 


TETARTERON 


+9K€ ROH0 
Bust of the Virgin 
facing, wearing tunic 
naphoric 


toldini 


ledallior 


the Infant Christ 
with cross behind 
head, pellet in each 
limb. In field, (iff 
Single border of dots 


4.06 19 / 
4.05 18 4 

4.04 20 / 
4.01 20 4 


+MIX AHA WlAPIA 
Half-length figures of 
Michael (on 1.) and 

facing, holding 
between them long 
cross, with terminal 
pellets to arms, on 
plain shaft. Michael 
wears modified loros 






and pendilia, Maria 
modified loros with 
collar-piece and 
crown with pinnacles 
and pendilia. Single 
border of dots 
+MIXA HA 3MAPIA 
Same die as 3.5 


3.2-5 Whittem 



: - CONSTANTINOPLE - TETARTERON 


MICHAEL VII 





MICHAEL VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - TETARTERON 809 



Whittemore 



A coin of base metal, with traces of previous gilding. Perhaps a contemporary forgery. 





6NTUT0INIKAT6 Ml 
| XAHASMAPIA 
Cross crosslet above 
I three steps, each arm 
! ending in a pellet and 
with a pellet at 
either side below, j 
with X at the central 

| the shaft. To 1., bust J 
of Michael facing, ' 
| wearing chlamys with ! 

| with cross and 
\ pendilia; to r., bust ; 
of Maria wearing j 
modified loros with 
collar-piece and 

and pendilia. Triple 


(a)- + - 









- CONSTANTINOPLE - MILIARESION 


MICHAEL VII 


811 


*> 

Metal 

Size I 
Die Po- 

Obverse 

Reverse 

*6a.2 

JR 1.93 


TOVTUJ and MIXAHA 1 



pierced 


KAIMAPIA 





(b) — ■ — abo 

ve rev. inscr. 

*6b.l 

JR 2.13 

23 f 

NIKAT (without €) 


6b.2 

Ai 1.96 


TOVTUJ and MIXAH 





AKAMAI 1A 


6b.3 

\JR 1.87 

22 \ 

TOVTUJNIKAT and 

RACIAHC for 


pierod 


MIXAHAKAIMAPIA 

RACIA6IC 


clipped 







(c) Upper ornament illegible 

6c 

JR 2.06 


TOVTUJ and [K1IX]A 

1 RACIAHC for 



22 t | 

HAKAIMAPIA 

| RACIA6IC 




Class II (concave) 




Emperor 

standing 




+©K€ROH0€I TUJC 

+MIXAHA RACIA 




UJAOVAUJ 

OAKA 




Virgin standing 

Michael, bearded, 




facing, on rectan- 

standing facing. 




gular footstool, 

wearing military 




nimbate, orans. 





wearing tunic and 

cross and pendilia. 




maphorion. In field, 

In r. hand, long 




nvpSv 

cross; 1. hand rests 




Double linear border 

on sword in sheath. 





Double linear border 







812 MICHAEL VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - MILIARESION 



T 

Sr 

— 

- 

*7a.1 

/R 2.48 

27 | 

(a) No globule in rev. field 

1 +MIXAHA R[ ]A 

1071-1078 

*7a,2 

7a.3 

JR 2.06 

41 P l*96 

24 \ 

23 4 

+MIXAHA RAC[ ]0 


*7b.l 

clipped 

1R 1.92 

25 4 

AK[ 

(b) Globule beneath Michael’s r. elbow 
m for fiff | Ends OAWK' 


7b.2 

41 1.32 

21 4 

+0K6ROH06I [ ]0 ] RACIAOAID (?) 


(7c) 

clipped 

25 

VAUJ 

Iff for RFP 

(c) Globule by Michael’s 1. leg 

(W. 18) 



pierced 

broken 





7a.2 Pcircc 1948 from Are Classica Sale XV, 2. vii. 30. lot 2126 
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MICHAEL VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL AI 






MICHAEL 


: - CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL . 


1.25 | 21 \ Dotted border; no 
I pellets in cross of 
nimbus; instead 

of pellet on either 
side of Virgin's 
nimbus; M for ftp 
1.20 j 21 1 Dotted border; 

nimbus cross 
! obscure; pear-shaped 
ornaments on either 
I side of Virgin’s 
nimbus; M for RP 

1.07 I 20 | | Linear border broken 
j by four pellets; 
pellets in nimbus 

j Virgin's nimbus 
obscure; IW for Rf 


MIXAHA 

A€CnOTH 

TtllAOV 

-KA- 

all in single border 
1 Dotted border 





MICHAEL 


- CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL . 


815 



Published by H. Longuet, "Notes de numismatique byzantine,” RN 3 , 2 (1938), 7, No. 8, 
PI. I. 8. This coin was not included in the Longuet sale, and its present whereabouts in 
unknown to me. 


(10) 
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: - CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL - 


MICHAEL VII 



No inscription 
Christ seated on 
backless throne (Type 
II) facing, bearded, 

wearing tunic and 
himation; r. hand 
raised to side in 
blessing, 1. holds book, j 

j spine on knee. In field, 
1C XC sometimes with 
i pearshaped ornaments 
j above. Single border 
| of dots 


+K€R,e, 

MIXAHA 

aecnoTH 

TUIAOVKA 

(or variant) 

Single border of dots 


1071-1078 





(a) Pear-shaped ornament in field; 
inscr. as given 

•11a 

/R 1.45 

19 \ 

1C illegible | Final A illegible 




(b) No ornament in field; 
inscr. differently arranged 

(lib) 

dt 1.08 

19 

(W. 21) 1 Same inscr., but 

begins — • — and 1 

1 ends TUJAOV || 
j - KA - 


W. —, R. — 

Other specimens in Paris ( BNC , 11.657/06; first published by Dieudonn6 in RJV‘, 3 [1899J, 
198. No. 42) and in the Hess-Bank Leu Sale 19. 12. iv. 62. lot 606 (= Miinzen und Medaillen 
Basel, list 229 [August 1953). No. 42). 


(lib) 



MICHAEL 
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VII - CONSTANTINOPLE - FRACTIONAL A! 



Bust of the Virgin 


No inscription 
Bust of the Virgin 
facing, nimbate, 

and maphorion. 

In field, [fiff] <5V 
| Single border of dots 
0.53 15 | I Wf illegible 
clipped 


—+ — 
+eK€R,0, 
MIXAHA 
AecnOTH 
TU1AOV 
-KA - 

Single border of dots 


1071-1078 


Class II 


Bust of Christ 


No inscription 
Bust of Christ 
(Type VII b) facing, 
bearded, with cross 

tunic and himation; 

blessing in sling of 
cloak, 1. holds book, 

j from beneath. In 
' field, 1C XC Single 
] border of dots 




- CONSTANTINOPLE - /R, /E 


0.61 15 | 
0.53 15 f 


— • — instead of 

- + - 

— instead of —I- - 


FOLLIS 


No inscription 
Bust of Christ 
(Type V e) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
behind head, wearing 
tunic and himation; 
r. hand raised before 
breast in blessing, 

1. holds book from 
beneath. In field, (£ 
and above lateral 

pointed stars beneath 


+MIX AHA RACIOA I 
Bust facing, bearded, | 
wearing modified I 

loros with collar- i 

cross and pendilia, 
labarum, in 1., gl. cr. 


*14a.2 

14a.3 


\m 7.65 | 27 | 


Ends RACIAA 
Ends RACIA[ 



Swiss CoUection 1956 ' ^ 







- CONSTANTINOPLE - FOLLIS, 







This is not a clipped follis—the slightly bevelled edges show no sign oi clipping—but a 
different denomination. The type of the obverse is only slightly smaller than that of the follis, 
but that of the reverse is much smaller and the inscription differently spaced, with the 
initial + separated from MIX. 





NICEPHORUS III Botaniates 


3 April 1078 - 1 April 1081 

The effective reign of Nicephorus III dates from his occupation of Constantinople on 
3 April 1078. It lasted for three years almost to the day. Botaniates may once have been 
a competent general, but he was by now an incapable figurehead. The occupation of Asia 
Minor by the Turks continued almost unchecked, and a series of pretenders threatened 
his position at home. His marriage was a major scandal. 1 His second wife Berdena, who 
had been acclaimed at the same time as himself, died shortly afterward, and he determined 
to strengthen his position by marrying some member of the former ruling house, who 
would bring with her both the aura of royalty and the support of the powerful Ducas 
family. His choice lay between Eudocia Macrembolitissa, widow of Constantine X, 
Eudocia’s daughter Zoe, and Eudocia's daughter-in-law Maria of Alania, wife of the 
deposed Michael VII. His choice fell on Maria, who was apparently the most attractive, 
and, despite the fact that her husband was still alive, a complaisant priest was found to 
marry them. For a time things went well, but he had not reckoned on Maria’s devotion 
to the interests of her son Constantine by her first marriage. When Botaniates thought 
of settling the throne on one of his own relatives, Nicephorus Synadenos, Maria invoked 
the help of Alexius Comnenus, who felt himself inadequately rewarded for his immense 
services to Botaniates and feared the enmity of some of the emperor’s most intimate 
counsellors. In the last week of March 1081 Alexius was proclaimed emperor in Thrace, 
and his troops entered the capital on the morning of 1 April. 9 Nicephorus abdicated the 
same day, taking refuge in Saint Sophia; he was then transferred to the monastery of 
the Peribleptos, where he accepted most unwillingly the monastic habit and died shortly 
afterward." Alexius was presumably proclaimed in the city on the 1st and crowned on 
the 4th, 4 duly fulfilling his part of the bargain with Maria by recognizing the young Con¬ 
stantine's former rank as basileus and betrothing him to his daughter Anna. 6 

The reign of Nicephorus saw a further deplorable debasement of the supposedly ‘’gold’’ 
coinage, which was by now poor-quality electrum; his coins rarely rise above nine carats 

1 B. Leib, "Nicephore Botaniat&s (1078-1081) et Marie d’Alanie,” Actes du VI Congris international 
dee etudes bysanlines, Paris, 194S, I (Paris, 1950), 129-40. 

* Alexiad, ii. 10. 4 (ed. Leib, I. 94). 

9 Alexiad, ii. 9-12; ill. 1 (90-102). 

fighting was still in progress, or on the 2nd, since this was Good Friday, and it would be natural to 
postpone it to Easter Day. This is confirmed by the fact that Irene was crowned empress exactly a 
week later (Alexiad, iii. 2. 7; p. 110), i.e.. on a Sunday. 
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NICEPHORUS 


in fineness. 6 Maria of Alania is associated with him on some of his silver but not on any 
of his gold, though she had figured on the tetartera of Michael VII. His reign is one of 
the very few in Byzantine history in which pretenders to the throne struck coins without 
having occupied Constantinople and received the crown at the patriarch’s hands. 

Three classes of histamena and two of tetartera were struck during the reign. Class I of 
the histamenon has for its types a bust of Christ and a bust of the emperor; Classes II 
and III have a seated Christ and a standing emperor, but the throne of Christ on Class II 
is square-backed and on Class III it is without back. Classes II and III give Nicephorus 
his family name of Botaniates, so their attribution is not in doubt. Class I, which like 
Class II is very rare, merely calls him despotes. One is consequently tempted to attribute 
it to one of the other Nicephori who set themselves up during his reign, the more so since 
the portrait is rather different—the face is longer and narrower than that of most coins 
of Class III—and there are minor divergences in detail, such as pendilia ending in three 
pearls instead of two. Specimens of Class III with a rather long, narrow face do, however, 
occur, and contemporary allusions to staurobotaniati, which can only refer to these coins— 
on Classes II and III the emperor holds a labarum, not a cross scepter—make their 
attribution to Botaniates certain. I would suggest that they represent the first issue of 
the reign—a very brief one, to judge both from their rarity and from their absence from 
the Dinogetia hoard’—but that with Bryennius’ refusal to accept terms in April 1078 it 
was thought expedient to put the emperor's family name on the coins and thus avoid 
uncertainty regarding the particular Nicephorus whom they represented. The reason for 
the transition from Class II (very rare) to Class III (very common) is obscure. The most 
obvious difference in the imperial figures is the absence of an X on the staff of the labarum 













this was not at that time used for emperors and Wroth explains it, I believe correctly, 
as an impression in silver of a seal, or perhaps a seal described in error as a coin. 8 

The signed folles which can be attributed to Nicephorus III have on the obverse a 
three-quarter length figure of Christ, with a star on either side, and on the reverse the 
letters C®NA in the angles of a cross having in its center a star within a circle. That <t> 
stands for OVAATT6 we know, from seals, so the letters must represent ZTcxupt (pOXarrs 
NiKf|<popov Ssairdni.* The effigy of Christ, that of the icon in the Chalcoprateia known as 
the Christ Antiphonetes, is discussed in the Introduction. 18 

Anonymous Folles of Class I are shown by the evidence of overstriking to belong to 
the reign of Nicephorus III. His copper coinage is astonishingly common for so short 


a reign. 
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(Type VII b) facing, 
bearded, with cross 
nimbus having •• in 


El. 4.39 30 4 I 

El. 4.35 30 / \ 

El. 4.34 29 4 

El. 4.25 30 4 I 


r. hand raised in 
I blessing in sling of i 
cloak, 1. holds book, 
with H: on cover, from 
! beneath. In field, 

1C and 5S 

i Double border of dots 


In r. hand, cross 
scepter; in 1., gl. cr. { 
Double border of dots j 
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ss Collection 1956 



NICEPHORUS 


- CONSTANTINOPLE - HISTAMENON 


No. 

5 

etal 


Obverse 

Reverse 

Date 



fft. 

s,t,on 








(a) One pellet in 

each arm of cross 

1078-1081 

*3a.l 

El. 

4.42 

28 4 




3a.2 

El. 

4.38 

30 4 




3a.3 

El. 

4.34 

30 1 


+NI[ ] TOROTA 
NIAT' 


3a.4 

El. 

4.33 

29 \ 


+NIKH0PA TOROT 







AN[ 

5 pellets in loros end 


3a.5 

El. 

4.32 

32 4 


]A€ TOROTA NIA 
T' 

5 pellets in loros end 


*3a.6 

El. 

4.31 

28 4 

(b) No pellets 

A€C for A6Cn 


3b. 1 

El. 

4.45 

29 ,/ 


Ends T(i)ROTAN[ 


3b.2 

El. 

4.40 

28 4 




3b.3 

El. 

4.40 

29 / 


A€C for A€Cn 


3b.4 

El. 

4.38 

30 i 


+N[ ]A6C etc. 


3b.5 

El. 

4.37 



ROTAN for ROTAN 


3b.6 

El. 

4.35 

31 4 


+NI[ ]®A£Cn T(d 


*3b.7 

El. 

4.34 

29 




3b.8 

El. 

4.34 

32 | 


+NIKHO[ ] TO etc. 

5 pellets in loros end 


3b.9 

El. 

4.33 

30 / 


A£C for Aecn 


3b. 10 

El. 

4.31 

28 / 




3b.ll 

il. 

4.30 

29 V 


A€C for A€Cn 


*3b.l2 

El. 

4.29 

30 ; 


5 pellets in loros end 


3b. 13 

El. 

4.29 

30 4 


]€Cn TOROTANI[ 


3b.l4 

El. 

4.12 

29 4 


]ecn T63ROTAN[ 



3a.l Peirce 1948 from Raymond xii. 29 
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Litton 

Obverse 

Reverse 

El. 3.72 
El. 3.16 

27 t 


+NIKH+IC TWROT 
ANIATH 

5 pellets in loros end 



TETARTERON 



Class I 



Bust of Christ; bust of Nicephorus 



No inscription 

+Ni[ ] Aecrrr 



Bust of Christ, as on 

Bust of emperor 



Class I of the 

facing, wearing 



histamenon (Type 

elaborate chlamys 



Vllb), but Gospel 

and crown with cross 



Book ornamented 

and pendilia, holding 



and only one outer 




border of dots 

scepter, in 1., gl. cr. 
Single border of dots 

El. 3.93 

20 l 





Class II 



Bust of Christ; Nicephorus standing 



No inscription 

Inscription 



Same type, but 

Emperor standing, 



number of pellets in 

as on Class II of the 



each arm of cross 
variable 

histamenon 







NICEPHORUS III - CONSTANTINOPLE - TETARTERON 



(a) Nothing on staff of labarum 1078-1081 


*5a El. 4.03 20 4 One pellet , +NKH<DOPOC TORO 

| TANIAT' 

(b) X on staff of labarum 

*5b El. 3.94 23 4 One pellet)?) [+]NIKH0>AGC TORO 

TANIAT' 

*5c.l El. 4.03 20 1 ! Two pellets +NIKH[ ] TO HOT 

AN[ 

*5c.2 El. 3.96 21 1 Two peUets +NIKH<t>A6C TORO 

TANIAT' 

*5c.3 El. 3.78 | 20 4 Two peUets +NlKH<t>A€Cn TORO 

TANIAT' 

(5d) El. 3.86 | 20 4 Nothing (Hess-Bank 

Leu sale 12. iii. 62, 

lot 608)__! 


5 This differs from Class II of the histamenon in that, on account of the small size, the labarum 
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p. 537, PI. lxhi. 8 (Berlin), R. — 




NICEPHOROS III - CONSTANTINOPLE - MILIARESION 



Swiss Collection 1956 
Swiss Collection 1956 

Published by Berteli in Z/N, 36 (1926), 11, No. 30, PI. I. 30 (this coin) 

The figure of the Virgin on this coin is much larger than on the preceding or following ones. 
Swiss Collection 1956 



NICEPHORUS III - CONSTANTINOPLE -. 
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O-THIRDS MILIARESION (flat) 


i Noi 




Bust of the Virgin 
I facing, nimbate, 
orans, wearing tunic 
and maphorion. In 
field, M and 5 Single 


I No inscription 
Three-quarter-length 
figure of Christ Anti- 
phonetes (Type IVc) 
facing, bearded, with 

pellet in each arm. 


]AT, 


+NIKH<t>[ 

etc., as on Class II of 
histamenon. Single 
border of dots 


ending in globules. 

In the center, circle 
within which star of 
eight rays. In angles, 
C®NA 

Single border of dots 




lised in bless 


jf body, 1. holds j 
I book, with X on 

In field, two stars j 
above which 1C and 
5® Single border of 


8.98 30 \ 

7.98 24 ,/ I 
7.67 26 f 


Swiss Collection 1956 
Published by Berteli, art. c 





*9.13 \B 5.55 


NICEPHORUS Ii: 


TANTINOPLE - FOLLIS 


,12 Swiss Collect 


ss Collection 1956 




NICEPHORUS Bryennius 
Pretender October 1077 - April/May 1078 

The last six months of Michael VII's reign were troubled by the revolts of two generals 
named Nicephorus. The successful one was Nicephorus Botaniates, whose early career 
has already been described. 1 The unsuccessful one was Nicephorus Bryennius, duke of 
Durazzo, who rebelled against Michael VII in October 1077, assumed the imperial title 
at Trajanopolis, and rapidly occupied most of Macedonia and Thrace.* For a time it 
looked as if he, rather than his rival Nicephorus Botaniates, would become master of 
Constantinople and effectively emperor, but the prize went to Botaniates (April 1078). 
The latter offered Bryennius the title of Caesar, which was refused, whereupon Alexius 
Comnenus was sent against him. Comnenus was captured and blinded (April or May),* 
but left in possession of his family fortune, and his more famous son and namesake became 
in due course the husband of Anna Comnena. 

Bryennius was no sooner disposed of than yet another Nicephorus, this time Nice¬ 
phorus Basilacius, revolted in his turn and assumed the imperial title.* Basilacius had 
already played a considerable role in affairs in the concluding months of the preceding 
reign. He had been sent by Michael VII against Nicephorus Bryennius, and although he 
was unsuccessful in quelling the revolt, which indeed he made little effort to do, he had 
occupied Thessalonica and thereby prevented Bryennius from occupying this important 
base. No sooner had the rebellion of Bryennius collapsed than Basilacius in his turn 
proclaimed himself emperor at Thessalonica and was in due course besieged by Alexius. 
After a short siege the city surrendered, Basilacius and his treasure were captured, and 
on the way back to Constantinople the usurper was blinded on the emperor’s orders and 
disappears from our records. How long his revolt lasted is hard to say, but probably not 
more than two or three months (May to July ?). 

Some rare folles exist which can be best attributed to one or other of these rebel 
Nicephori. They have on the obverse a bust of Christ holding a scroll and on the reverse 
a patriarchal cross with the letters CBNB in its angles. The general pattern goes back to 

* Zonaras^ xviii. 17. 19-29 (Bonn ed„ III. 715-17); Bryennius, iu. 9-10 (Bonn ed„ 111-14). 
Scylitzes Cont. (p. 727) has the revolt follow immediately upon the revolt of Botaniates in October. 

* Zonaras, xviii. 18. 2-8 (III. 721-2). 

Scylitzes Cont.. pp. 739-40: Zonaras, xviii. 19. lZ-20 (Bonn ed„ III. 723-4); Anna Comnena, Altxiad, 

Basilacius (or Basilaces, BooiX&ktk). It is Scylitzes Cont. and his derivatives Zonaras and Michael 
Glycas (p. 617) who give his first name as well (NiKTypdpos 6 BaoiAdxios). 






the cross, suggest that they were not struck by Botaniates, but recorded find-spot! 
Sparta, Athens'—leave either of the others possible.' When I published specimens 
the type in 1950, I attributed them conjecturally to Bryennius,’ without considering I 
possible claims of Basilacius. Hendy* has since argued in favor of the latter, mainly 
the ground that Basilacius was for some months in possession of Thessalonica, whi 
Bryennius never was, and that Thessalonica was certainly a mint under Alexius I and w 
in his view, the mint where the signed coinage of Constantine X and Romanus IV ' 


Basilacius than to Bryennius. 

The weaknesses of this argument are two. The first is the nature of the formula CBN’ 
The coins are overstruck on older ones, as was normal at this period, and therefore < 
not represent a method of bringing bullion into circulation; the only object in issuin 
.. But coins with CBNB could have no propagand 
another 
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the die-sinkers at Bryennius’ hastily organized mint were left free to vary such details 
as they saw fit, and that in consequence each die is likely to differ somewhat from the 
next. The main division seems to lie in the greater or less elaboration of the patriarchal 
cross. I have therefore made this the basis of the rough classification which follows and 
which covers all the varieties—though without listing all the specimens—known to me. 
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NICEPHORUS BRYENNIUS - UNIDENTIFIED 





The three coins listed under (a) are in each case the only specimen known to me of the partic¬ 
ular variety described. All others come under (b), though, owing to the poor state of preserva- 


(lb) 


The appearance of this coin is disco 


either Christ's right hand nor any object 
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(lc) Published Grierson, p. 307(d). Found at Sparta in 1949 as part of a hoard. Also published 
in the Annual o / tlx British School at Athens, 45 (1950), 295, PI. 29, No. 45. 


2b 


Illustrated by Hendy, Coinage and Money, PI. 47.4. 






rev., are (1) an early Anonymous 
n (C and XC — the !C is visible 
.ntine X and Eudocia — the two 
the letters AK (of eVAKAVTO) 
bust, probably Constantine X — 








to the contrary. Only a single specimen ot the coin, now in the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
is known. It was presumably minted at Nicaea, which we know from Bryennius was the 
pretender’s chief residence during his brief period of power. 


1 Bryennius, iv. 31 {pp. 158-9). 

* Alexiad, ii. 8, 10 (cd. Leib, I. 87-90, 92-3). 

* Ibid., ii. 11 (p. 93). 

* Ibid., iii. 4 (pp. 113-4); Zonaras, xviii. 21.11 (Bonn ed., III. 732). The attractiveness of the 
title of Caesar was reduced by Alexius' ingenuity in creating that of sebastocrator, ranking directly 













840 NICEPHORUS MELISSENUS - NICAEA (?) - MILIARESION 



Nicaea (?) 


TWO-THIRDS MILIARESION 
No inscription j r — • — 1 , 

I Bust of the Virgin |+©K€R6J 

facing, orans, I NIK[H]$P 

nimbate, wearing j [T](OA6CnO j 

tunic and maphorion. | TITMtH€ 

To 1., RW To r„ SV AICI-NO) 

I Single border of dots i — • — 

Single border of dots . 

*(1) Lr 1.34 | 18 / (Bibliotheque 
| pierced | | Nationale) 

trfinc de Byzancc (1080-1081) 8 (1863), 393-400, subsequently by Wroth, and most 

recently by Mme Morrisson, BNC, 663, PI. xcii/ 01. Despite its low weight, I assume that, 



INDEX I 


Emperors and Their Relatives 

Main Headings. For Emperors who actually reigned, the first entry refers to the coinage 
of their ''reign", while subsequent ones are to coins on which they play a subsidiary role. 
See also Index III. 


Alexander, 523-5 ; 490-1, 501-3, 516-18, 
522 

Anastasia, dau. of Theophilus, 428 
Andronicus, son of Constantine X, 789-91 
Anna, dau. of Theophilus, 428 
Artavasdus, 283-9 

Basil I, the Macedonian, 473-506 ; 466-7, 
468 

Basil II, Bulgaroctonos, 599-633, 582-3 
Christopher, son of Romanus I, 544-8, 
554-5, 561, 571 

Constantine V, Copronymus, 290-324; 

242-82, 328-35, 340-5 
Constantine VI, 336-46 ; 328-35 
Constantine, son of Leo V, 375-86 
Constantine, son of Theophilus, 425-8, 
430, 434, 441-2, 446-7, 450-1 
Constantine, son of Basil I, 487-505 
Constantine, son of Romanus I, 544, 
556-7 

Constantine VII, Porphyrogenitus, 526- 
73; 513-14, 515 

Constantine VIII, 707-10; 613-33, 730 
Constantine IX, Monomachus, 733-47 
Constantine X, Ducas, 764-78 
Constantius (Constantine), son of Michael 
VII, 783-4, 789-91 

Eudocia Ingerina, wife of Basil I, 489-90 
Eudocia Macrembolitissa, wife of Con¬ 
stantine X, 779-84; 771, 774-6 
Irene, 347-51; 340-6 
Isaac I, Comnenus, 759-63 


John I, Zimisces, 589-98 

Leo III, the Tsaurian’ (Syrian), 225-82; 

299-324, 328-35, 340-5 
Leo IV, the Khazar, 325-35; 300-24, 
340-5 

Leo V, the Armenian, 371-86 
Leo VI, the Wise, 507-22; 490-1,496-500, 
501-3 

Maria of Alania, wife of Michael VII and 
Nicephorus III, 807-13, 829 
Michael I, Rangabe, 363-70 
Michael II, the Amorian, 387-405; 425-8, 
441, 446-7, 450-1 

Michael III, the Drunkard, 452-70; 428- 
30, 432-3 

Michael IV. the Paphlagonian, 720-6 
Michael V, Calaphates, 727-8 
Michael VI. Stratioticus, 754-8 
Michael VII, Ducas, 798-820; 783-4, 
789-91 

Nicephorus, son of Artavasdus, 283-9 
Nicephorus I, 352-61 
Nicephorus II, Phocas, 580-8 
Nicephorus III, Botaniates, 821-32 
Nicephorus Bryennius, pretender, 833-8 
Nicephorus Melissenus, pretender, 839-40 
Romanus I, Lecapenus, 542-9, 554-7, 
562-5, 570-3 

Romanus II, 574-7; 551-3, 557-9, 568-9, 
573 

Romanus III, Argyrus, 711-19 
Romanus IV, Diogenes, 785-97 



Stauracius, son of Nicephorus I, 362; 
355-61 

Stephen, son of Romanus I. 556-7 
Thecla, dau. of Theophilus, 428, 461-2, 
464-5 

Theodora, wife of Theophilus, 461-5; 428 
Theodora, dau. of Constantine VIII, 
731-2, 748-53 


Theophano, wife of Romanus II, 578-9 
Theophilus, 406-51; 394-405 
Theophylact, son of Michael I, 366-70 
Zoe Carbonopsina, mother of Constantine 
VII, 541-2, 559-60, 569 
Zoe, dau. of Constantine VIII, 727-32 


INDEX II 

Main Headings. See Index III for Occasional References, and Index IV for Mint-Marks. 
The Constantinopolitan issues of the emperors, which form the bulk of the coinage of 
each reign, are not separately listed. 


Bosporos (Kerch), countermark, 92; Basil 
I, 478, note 20 

Cherson, general features, 91-2; mono¬ 
grams, 190, 191; autonomous, 469; 
Michael III, 469-70; Basil I, 504-6; 
Leo VI, 521-2; Alexander, 525; Con¬ 
stantine VII, 569-73; Romanus I, 
570-3; RomanusII, 577; NicephorusII, 
588; John I, 598; Basil II, 632-3 
Constantinople, general features, 77-81; 
gold coinage, 19-24, 28-45; silver coin¬ 
age, 62-8; copper coinage, 68-72 
Kerch, see Bosporos 

Naples, general features, 84-7; gold coin¬ 
age, 24-5; Leo III, 269-71; Con¬ 
stantine V (’Naples), 314-16; Nice¬ 
phorus I (? Naples), 361; Theophilus 
(? Naples), 449-51 
Nicaea, Nicephorus Melissenus, 840 
Ravenna, general features, 92-4; gold 
coinage, 24-5; Leo III, 279; Con¬ 
stantine V, 322-4 


Rome, general features, 87-91; gold coin¬ 
age, 24-5; Leo III, 271-8; Artavasdus, 
288-9; Constantine V, 317-22; Leo IV, 
335 

Sicily (Syracuse), general features, 83-4; 
gold coinage, 25-8; Leo III, 264-9; 
Constantine V, 308-14; Leo IV, 334-5; 
Irene, 350-1; Nicephorus I. 359-61; 
Michael I, 367-70; Leo V, 380-6; 
Michael II, 399-405; Theophilus, 441-9; 
Michael III, 467-9; Basil I, 503 
Syracuse, see Sicily 

Thessalonica, general features, 81; Michael 
IV, 726 

Uncertain mints, 100; Leo III (Italian), 
280-2; Constantine V (Italian), 324; 
Theophilus, 440-1; Anonymous Folles, 
Class Al, 674-5; Class B, 680-1; Nice¬ 
phorus Bryennius, 836-8; see also 
Naples 

Western mints, general leatures, 82-3; 
see also Naples, Ravenna, Rome, Sicily 
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INDEX III 

General Index, including Types* 

Solidi, miliaresia, and folles, which make up the bulk of the coinage of each reign, are 
not indexed separately, but page references to rarer denominations (tremisses. half folles, 
etc.) are given. 


Abbasids, dirhems of, influence on later 
miliaresion, 64, 510 

Abbreviations and abbreviation marks, 
189, 191; abbreviations of book titles, 
221-2, vii-viii 

Abgar (king of Edessa), 144 n., 531 
Abydos, battle of, 599, 600, 606, 607, 611 
Accessory symbols, 190; on coins of Rome, 
87-8; on coins of Basil II, 604-5; on 
Class A2 of the Anonymous Folles, 
644-7; for details, see Index V 
Acclamations on the coins, 177, 181 
Achmet, 15 n. 

'Adi, Arabic countermark, 97, 98, 693 
Adrian I (pope), 84. 86, 87, 90-1,105, 291, 
297 n„ 327 
Aghlabids, 26-7 
Agnellus, 93, 94 n. 

Agora, see Athens 

Ahrweiler-Glykatzi, H-, on the tetarteron, 
30-1, 33, 38 

Aistulf (Lombard king), captures Raven¬ 
na, 92-3, 291, 298, coinage of, 73. 93, 
107, 297; threat of taxation by, 87 
Akakia (anexikakia), 133-4, 138-9; how 
held, 114; see also Mappa 
Akcakoca Hoard, 707, 731 
Alexander (Saint), 174, 523 
Alexander (Emperor), reign and coinage, 
523-5; on coins of Basil I, 473-506, 
passim; on coins of Leo VI, 508, 510-11, 
516-18, 522 

bust beside Basil and Leo, 496-500 
bust beside Leo VI, 501-2 


bust wearing elaborate chlamys and 
holding gl. cr„ 524 

dates of birth and accession, 474, 475 
design of his chlamys, 117 
first to use aulocralor title on coins. 179 
miliaresion type, 634 
miniature of, 474 
mosaic in Saint Sophia, 133, 755 
pattern solidus of, 98, 99 
seated figure beside Leo VI, holding 
labarum, 516-18 

standing figure, wearing loros, crowned 
by St. Alexander, 524-5 

Alexius I Comnenus, M of, 642; coin types 
of, 722; coinage reform of, 17; counter- 
marked coin of, 97; early career of, 799, 
821, 833, 838; use of Manus Dei revived 
under, 175 

Alexius Musele (Caesar), 10, 407, 415, 
453 

Alfano (archbishop of Salerno), at Con¬ 
stantinople, 145 

Alloys, of Cherson coins, 91-2; see also Gold 
coinage and Silver coinage, debasement 
of 

Altered control marks, see Die alterations 

American Numismatic Society, see New 
York 

Amorium, Forty-Two Martyrs of, 454 

Anargyroi, Church of the, 159-60, 721 

Anastasia (dau. of Theophilus), 10, 12, 
407, 415, 428 

Anastasius I, founder of Byzantine mone¬ 
tary system, 15; treasure of, 42 n. 






Anastasius II, coins of Leo III overstruck 
on, 232; connections between Leo Ill’s 
coins and those of, 235, 236 
Andronicus (brother and colleague of 
Michael VII), career of, 779, 799; on 
coins of Romanus IV, 111,786-7,789-91 
Anexikakia, see Akakia 
Anglo-Saxon coins, Byzantine influence 
on, 101 n. 

Anna (dau, of Leo III), 10, 283 
Anna (dau. of Theophilus), 10, 12, 407, 
415, 428 

Anna (dau. of Leo VI), 10 
Anna Comnena, account of empresses’ 
crowns, 130; on status of Nicephorus 
Melissenus, 838; use of term skeptron by, 
138 

Anonymous Folles, general features and 
catalogue, 68, 108, 634-706 
Arab countermarks on, 97-8, 679, 684, 
687, 702, 703 

hoard of contemporary counterfeits, 674 
imitations of, 100-2, 680-1 
introduced by John I, 591, 634-5 
metrology, 69, 71 

table of classes, 638; of symbols on 
Class A2, 645 
Class A1 600-1, 648-9 

A2 649-75; ornaments on, 645-8 
and Index V; overstrikings 
on, 676-9, 682-4, 774, 796, 
836, 838 n.; overstruck on 
Constantine VII and Nice¬ 
phorus II, 649; varieties of 
lettering, 648 n. 

B 676-9; imitations, 680-1; 
overstrikings on, 682-6, 774, 
775; overstruck on Class A2, 
676-9 

C 681-4; overstrikings on, 685- 
7, 690, 696, 701, 775, 776, 
778, 796; overstruck on Class 
B, 682-4; type of (Christ 
Antiphonetes), 163-4 


D 685-7; overstrikings on, 776, 



E 688-9; overstrikings on, 688, 
690, 691-5, 775, 776 
Evar 689 

F 690-1; overstrikings on, 690, 
693, 694, 695, 706; over¬ 
struck on Class E, 690-1 
G 692-4; overstrikings on, 680, 
797; overstruck on Class E, 
688-9; on Class F, 693-4; on 
Constantine X, 693; recut as 
a coin of Theophano, 579 
H 694-5; overstrikings on, 680, 
696,701; overstruck on Class 
F, 694-5; on Constantine X, 
695 

I 696-9; overstruck on Class C, 

696; on Class G. 696; on 
Class H, 696; on Constan¬ 
tine X, 698; on Michael VII, 
697, 699; on Nicephorus 
Bryennius, 837 

J 700-2; overstrikings on, 703- 

4; overstruck on Class H, 
701; on Class I, 701; on 
Nicephorus III, 700; type of, 
132 

K 702-4; overstrikings on, 680, 
681; overstruck on Class E, 
703; on Class J, 702, 703 
L 704 
M 705 
N 705-6 

Antioch, Crusader coins of, 101; coins 
found in excavations at, 640-1, 642; 
coin found at, 728 

Antiphonetes, as inscription, 183; see also 
Christ, standing (Type IVc), and Con¬ 
stantinople, Chalcoprateia (Church of 
the Virgin) 

Apodesmos, 21 
Apohombion, 21 
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Apostolo Zeno collection, see Zeno, 
Apostolo 

Arabs, coinage in Sicily, 27 
conquests in Italy and Sicily, 24, 82-3 
countermarks on Byzantine coins, 97-8, 
641; see also Anonymous Folles, Arab 

etymology of scyphatus, 6 
fineness of gold coins, 41 n., 42 n. 
influence on fabric and design of 
miliaresion, see Dirhem; on com¬ 
memoration of ancestors on coins, 9, 
292 

mancus and manqush, 24-5 
silver famine in Arab world in eleventh 
century, 42, 67-8, 600, 611 
Archangel, see Michael (Saint) 

Archon les Outrages, 73 
Ariadne (wife of Anastasius I), marriage 
coin of, 111 n., 146; last empress before 
Irene to have had a gold coinage, 337 
Armenia, Byzantine influence on coinage 

of, 101-2 

Arolsen, Waldeck collection formerly at, 
422 

Arta, mosaic of Christ at, 149 
Artavasdus, reign and coinage, 283-9 
bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 286-7, 
288-9 

bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding patriarchal cross, 286, 287 
coin inscriptions, 230 
linked with Constantine V’s name on 
coin of Rome, 290 
officina letters on solidi, 78 
possible attributions, 233-4, 285, 305 n. 
Roman coinage of, 88 
semisses of, 22 

Ashmolean Museum, see Oxford 
Asia Minor, overrun by Turks, 3, 641; 
coins found in, 396 n.; supposed mint in, 
478 

Assarion, 17 n. 


Association of emperors on coins, 9-10, 
108-14; unusual pattern under Basil I, 
477-8 

Athens, coins from Agora excavations, 
232, 254, 260, 636, 640, 642; see also 
Greece, coins in private collections 
Athos, monastic charters, 48; see also 
Dionysiou, Esphigmenou, Iviron, Lavra, 
Pantaleimon’s (Saint) 

Attaleiates, Michael, Typicon of, 39 
"Attic Hoard,” see Liopesi Hoard 
AV9(9) on coins. 177, 182 
Augouslos, title on coins, 177, 483 
Augusta, rank of, 10-13; title on coins, 
181, 338-42, 350, 749; see also Em- 

Autocrator, rank of 179, 452; title on 
coins, 177, 179, 182, 362; title used in 
documents by Irene, 11; first used on 
coins by Alexander, 179, 523; use under 
Constantine VII, 530, 536; on coins of 
Michael VI, 754-5 
Aydin Hoard, 21 

B. on horizontal bar (fi), 187 
b, deformation of letter on Anonymous 
Folles, 668 n„ 676 n., 685 n. 
bA on coins, 178 

Bagrat IV (king of Georgia), 13, 102 
Bal§ (Rumania), hoard from, 72 n. 
Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University 
(Garrett collection), 285 n„ 371, 838 n. 
Balvin, A., collection, 561, 771 n. 
Bamberg, Byzantine silk at, see Gunther 
Baptisms, dates of, 226 n. 

Barbarous coins, see Imitations, barbarous 
Bardas (Caesar, uncle of Michael III), 
10, 452, 453; and icon of Virgin, 172, 
713 n. 

Bardas Phocas (father of Nicephorus II), 
10 

Bardas Phocas (pretender under Basil II), 
8, 599, 611 
Bardas Sclerus, 8 




Bari, coin references in charters of, 18, 
47, 50-61 

Basil I, reign and coinage, 473-506; on 
coins of Michael III, 453, 456, 459, 
466-7, 468, 469-70 

artistic activity of reign, 115 n., 147 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent and akakia, 490-1, 501-2, 503 
(no akakia?) 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding globe 
surmounted by patriarchal cross and 
akakia, 466-7, 489-90 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
gl. cr., 503 

bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys and holding patriarchal cross, 
487-9; holding labarum, 493-4 

emperor standing, wearing loros and 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 487 
empty treasury at accession, 22, 480 
estimate of mint output, 96 
forms of loros on coins, 121 
fractional gold of, 22 
half-figure, wearing loros, with Leo VI 
and Alexander, 496-500 
introduces type of seated Christ, 476 
metrology of folles, 69 
miniature of. 111, 135, 475 
minting in later years, 481 
Neapolitan coinage in his name, 105,478 
perhaps represented in Narthex mosaic, 
156 n. 

seated figure, wearing loros, 500-1 
seated figure, with Constantine, 494-6 
Basil II, reign and coinage, 599-633; on 
coins of Nicephorus II, 582-3 
absence of characterized coin portrai¬ 
ture, 143 

bears icon into battle, 172 
birth and accession, 574 


border of his histamena, 6 
bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing elaborate chlamys and hold¬ 
ing patriarchal cross-crosslet, 625 
bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing elaborate robe and holding 
labarum, 623 

bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing modified loros and holding 
patriarchal cross-crosslet, 616-19, 
623; with suspended crown above 
head, 619-20; with patriarchal cross, 
620 n.; with plain cross, 621-2 
bust facing, with Constantine VIII, 
wearing normal loros and holding 
patriarchal cross, 613-16, 622-3, 
624-5; wearing modified loros, 613, 
623, 625-6 

bust (small) wearing modified loros, in 
1. field of miliaresion, 628-32 
coin in the Ordona Hoard, 27 
coins called helioselenatu, 58 
coins in the Dinogetia Hoard, 33-4 
exceptional miliaresion type, 64 
fineness of miliaresion, 67 
miliaresia imitated in Denmark, 102; 

in Bohemia, 104 
miliaresion in Petes Hoard, 713 
miniature of, 125, 126, 138, 174, 601, 
606 n. 

omitted from most coins of Nicephorus 
II and all of John I, 9. 580, 589 
treasure accumulated by, 42, 733 
tufa of, 130 

uses porphyrogenitus title, 180 
way of holding patriarchal cross, 114 
weights of his tetartera, 32-4 
Basil (illegitimate son of Romanus I). 
135 n. 

coins, 177-8; first used on coins under 
Leo III, 177; relation to title iespotes, 179 
Basileus Basileuonton, apparently as im¬ 
perial title, 477 
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Basileus Romaion, significance of title, 4, 
64,177-8, 364; first used on coins under 
Michael I, 178 
Basilics, 18, 67 

Basilissa, title on coins, 181, 347, 348-51, 
787, 792 n. 

Bawit, frescoes of Christ at, 149 n. 

Beard and mustache, significance of, 110; 
usefulness for dating, 228; in eleventh- 
century Constantinople, 145, 723 
Bellinger, A. R., on Chrysotriclinos mo¬ 
saic, 155; on classification of Anonymous 
Folles, 636-8; on Lagbe hoard, 23-4; 
on Narthex mosaic in Saint Sophia, 

Bement, C. S., collection (now dispersed), 
752 n. 

Benedict IV (pope), coin of, 86 n. 
Benediction, gesture of, 150-1 
Benevento, coins of principality, 86, 105; 
coins struck in Basil I's name at, 478; 
dukes or princes of, see Gregory, 
Grimoald III, Grimoald IV, Sico 
Berlin (Staatliche Museen), coins at, 97, 
99, 275 n., 276 n„ 277, 320, 443 n., 479, 
502 n., 548 n„ 705 n„ 812 n„ 836 n. 
Bezant (bizantius), use of term, 46 n. 
Biograd, coin references from, 53, 58 
Blachemae, see Constantinople 
Blachemitissa, as inscription, 183, and 
Index IV s.v. H RAAX€PNIT(I)CA; see 
also Virgin orans 
Bonus, as coin epithet, 54 
Book of Ceremonies, 123, 125, 129, 138, 
140, 155, 173 

Book of the Prefect, 7, 18, 30. 33, 38, 

Borders of Byzantine coins, 223-4 
Borrell, H. P., collection (now dispersed), 
820 

Bosporos (Crimea), countermarking at, 
92, 97 

Botaniates, see Nicephorus III 
Branch, see Palms 


Breckenridge, J. D., on representations of 
Christ, 164 

Br6hier, L., on imperial titles, 181 
Bfetislav I (king of Bohemia), coins of, 
104 

Brindisi, 49 

Bringas, family name of Michael VI, 748, 
754 

British Museum, see London 
Bronze, see Copper 

Brunetti, L., on Byzantine mint output, 
95, 96-7; on debasement, 39 n. 
Budapest (Museum), crown of Constan¬ 
tine IX at, 124, 129, 135, 145 
Buffalo (N. Y.), private collection in, 
253 n. 

Bulgaria, supposed minting in, 77 
Bullae, gold, 20, 124, 480 n., 728, 748 
Bust facing, normal imperial type, 107-8; 
wearing chlamys, 116-20; wearing loros, 
120-5; armored, 125-7, 229, 231; see 
also Portraiture, and under the names of 
individual emperors 

Buttrey, T. V., coins acquired by, 268 n. 

C (= S), C€ for koI, 181, 189 
C, for Staure, 183 

C, interpretation of (S or K?) on eleventh- 
century coins, 184, 788 
Caesar, nature of title, 9; no coins of 
Caesars, 10 

Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum, coin at, 
388 

Cambridge (Mass.), Fogg Art Museum, 
seal of Romanus I at, 532 
Canne.coin references in documents from, 
50, 51, 53 

Cantacuzene collection, see "Foreign 
Prince” Sale 

Capua, princes of, 316 n.; coins struck in 
Basil I's name at, 478 
Carat, 14; variant weights of, 54 n.; see 
also Keration 
Carcassonne, 59 





Carolingians, little influenced by By¬ 
zantine coinage, 100 

Casamassiraa, coin reference in document 
from, 50 

Case endings, 64, 181 
Cassiodorus, 17 n. 

Cast coins, 8, 91-2 
Catalogue, arrangement of, 223 
Cava, see La Cava 

Cedrenus, George, on tetarteron, 35-6; on 
Anonymous Folles, 634-5 
Cefalu, mosaic of Christ at, 20, 58 n. 
Cenlenarim, 20, 58 n. 

Central Europe, Byzantine coin influence 
in, 103-5 

Ceremonial coins, 20, 98-9, 231, 479-80; 

miliaresia initially as, 63, 388 
Chalke, see Constantinople, Great Palace 
Charagmata (nomismata ), 45 
Charlemagne, status at Rome, 90-1, 291; 

recognized as basileus, 4, 178, 364 
Cherson, autonomous coins of, 460, 469; 
cast coins at, 91-2; countermarked coin 
from, 478; monograms used at, 189,191; 
occupied by Vladimir, 611 n.; see also 
Index II 

Chifali, unusual spelling of scyfhali, 53 
Chlamys, evolution of, 117-20; some¬ 
times worn by empresses, 123, 530 n.; 
blundered design (confused with loros), 
297, 319 n„ 320; anomalous design of, 
under Michael VII, 810 n. 

Chop-marks on coins, 7 n. 

Christ, how represented on coins, 146- 
169; representations revived under 
Michael III, 146-8, 165, 454, 458; coins 
with image of Christ called soterichi, 
54-5; nimbus used for privy marks 
under Basil II, 602, 604-5; coins with 
seated Christ called senzala, 46 
Christ, bust of (Types V-IX), 164-9; 
"Classical” type (Va), 164; “Syrian" 
type (Vb), 164; revived classical type, 
on coins of Michael III (Vc), 165,463-4; 


with cross projecting beyond nimbus 
(Type Vd), 165, 548; with curly beard 
and cross behind head (Type Ve), 165, 
818-20; with long beard (Type Vf), 

165- 6, 704, 705-6, 752-3, 777-8, 804-6; 
with long beard, book clasped to breast 
(Type V/VIII), 166, 724-6; with short 
beard, hand turned inwards (Type VI), 

166- 7, 576-7; with cross behind head, 
right hand raised (Type Vila), 167, 
524; with nimbus cross, right hand 
raised (Type Vllb), 167, 648-81, 688-9, 
742, 794, 817-18, 824, 827-8; with book 
clasped to breast ("Pantocrator" type, 
VIII), 167-9, 550-3, 576, 582-6, 592-6, 
613-26, 700-1, 708-10, 740-4, 756-7, 
763; with scroll (Type IX), 169, 692-4, 
833, 836-7 

Christ seated on lyre-backed throne, of 
crude design (Types la, Ic), 154-6, 157, 
476, 480, 487-9, 524-3, 546-7; of 
superior design (Types lb. Id), 156-8, 
513-14, 547-9, 551-2, 738-46, 769- 

Christ seated on square-backed throne 
(Type II), 158, 685-7, 705, 715-18, 
767-8, 783-5, 803, 825 

Christ seated on backless throne (Type III, 
Hyperagathos), 159-60, 690-1, 724, 
761-2, 816, 825-7 

Christ standing, full length (Types IVa, 
Chalkites? IVb), 160-2, 544-5, 750-2, 
774-6; three-quarter length (Type IVc, 
Antiphonetes), 162-4,681-4, 729, 831-2 

Christogram (*), 190; in labarum, 134; 
on shield, 254 n. 

Christopher (Caesar, son of Constantine 
V), 10, 22, 290, 325 

Christopher (son and colleague of Ro- 
manus I), 511, 528, 534, 535, 536, 538, 
539, 554-5, 561, 570-1 

Christophilopoulos, A. P., on the tetar- 

Chronographcr of 354, 21 
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Chrysotriclinos, see Constantinople, Great 
Palace 

Clapotos loros, 122 
Clipeala, 149 

Clipped miliaresia, 610, 628 n. 

Coin inscriptions, 173-83 
Coin passing by weight, 71-2 
Coin types, general features, 106-7; im¬ 
perial types, 107-45; religious types, 
146-76 

Coin weights (exagiaj, 30, 36 n., 57 
Coinage, general features, 4-13; Arab 
influence on, see Dirhem; gold, 15-16, 
19-45; silver, 62-8; copper, 68-72; 
local anomalies, 7 

Coins, unpredictable rarity of, 19 n.; as 
religious propaganda, 635; cut down as 
medallion, 660; cut to make half 
follis (?), 684 n. 

Collar-piece, 122-3 
Columnar inscriptions, 177 
Comnena, see Anna Comnena 
Comnenus, see Alexius I, Isaac 1 
CON, CONOB, disappearance of, 77 
Concave coins, explanation of, 5-7; con¬ 
cavity of histamena of Constantine IX, 
734, 738-42 

Conrad II (German emperor), 104 
Conservatism over titles, 182 
Constans II, 112, 230 n„ 235, 238 
Conslanlinata, 47 

Constantine (anti-pope), monogram 
wrongly attributed to, 297 n. 
Constantine the Great, 4 
Constantine IV, 84, 237 
Constantine V, reign and coinage, 290- 
324; on coins of Leo III, 226-89, 
passim; on a coin of Artavasdus, 290; 
on coins of Leo IV, 325-35; on coins 
of Constantine VI, 336-45; beardless¬ 
ness, 110 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, 278; 
holding cross potent and akakia, 
248-50, 266-7, 299-300, 305, 324; 


holding cross potent on globe and 
akakia, 247-8, 250, 265-6, 302; 
holding gl. cr., 324; holding gl. cr. 
and akakia, 242-6, 264-5, 271, 273-8, 
279, 281-2, 288, 305, 310, 315, 317, 
318-21, 323-4; holding gl. cr. and 
akakia, above M, 255-9, 268 
bust facing, wearing loros, 315-16, 322 
bust facing, with Leo III, wearing 
chlamys, holding akakia, 260-3; hold¬ 
ing gl. cr., 267-8; holding gl. cr. and 
akakia, 317-18; wearing loros, hold¬ 
ing cross potent, 259-60 
bust facing, with Leo III, wearing loros, 
holding cross potent, 259-60 
bust facing, with Leo III and Leo IV, 
wearing chlamys, above M, 344-5 
bust facing, with Leo IV, wearing 
chlamys, 300-1, 306-7, 308-10, 314- 
15, 316, 322; above CIK'A (?), 314 
distributes gold coins to crowd, 46 
emperor seated, with Leo III and 
Leo IV, wearing chlamys, 340-1; 
with Leo IV, wearing chlamys and 
holding akakia, 307-8 
emperor standing, wearing chlamys, 
holding akakia, 269, 311 
emperor standing, with Leo IV, wearing 
chlamys, holding akakia, 312-14 
growing age shown on coins, 143 
Manus Dei on Roman coin of, 174 
metrology of folles, 70 
misattributed coin of, 93 n. 
officina letters on solidi, 78; on copper, 
80 

Roman coinage of, 88, 89 
semisses of, 22 

Sicilian coin wrongly ascribed to Basil I, 
478 

solidus overstruck by Theophilus, 427 
weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 
Constantine VI, reign and coinage, 336- 
41; on coins of Leo IV, 325-35 
betrothed to Hrotrudis, 90 n. 
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bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding gl. 

cr. and akakia, 341-2; over M, 345-6 
bust facing, with Irene, wearing chla¬ 
mys, 340-1; holding gl. cr., 344-5; 
with Leo IV, 328-9, 331-2 
emperor seated, with Leo IV, wearing 
chlamys, holding akakia, 329-30. 
333-5 

officina letters on solidi, 78, 79 
Thomas the Slavonian pretends to be 
him, 387 

Constantine VII, reign and coinage of. 
526-73; on coins of Leo VI, 508, 510, 
513-15 

artistic activity of his reign, 147, 155-6, 
529 

bust facing, costume obscure, 569-70 
bust facing, wearing elaborate chlamys, 
holding globus with patriarchal cross, 
550 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding akakia and gl. cr., 565-8; 
holding globus with patriarchal cross, 
551; holding globus with patriarchal 
cross and akakia, 550 
bust facing, wearing traditional loros, 
holding labarum and gl. cr., 560-1 
bust facing, with Christopher, wearing 
chlamys, holding patriarchal cross, 
544; wearing loros, holding patri- 

chlamys, holding patriarchal cross, 
543; wearing traditional loros, holding 
patriarchal cross. 542-3 
bust facing, with Romanus II, wearing 
traditional loros, holding patriarchal 
cross, 551-3; wearing modified loros, 
holding patriarchal cross, 568-9 
bust facing, with Zoe, wearing chlamys, 
holding patriarchal cross on globe, 
541; holding patriarchal cross, 542; 
wearing loros, holding patriarchal 
cross, 559-60 


date of coronation, 507-8 
design of chlamys, 119 
emperor standing, with Leo VI, wearing 
loros, holding patriarchal cross and 
gl. cr., 513-14; with Romanus I, 
wearing chlamys, holding gl. cr. and 
patriarchal cross, 549 
fineness of miliaresion. 67 
follis overstruck by Class A1 of Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 649 

half-figure, with Romanus I and Christo¬ 
pher, wearing elaborate chlamys, 
547-8 

metrology of follis, 69, 71 

omitted from some coins of RomanusI, 9 

portraiture, 143-4 
precedence on coins, 112 
uses porphyrogenitus title, 180 
Constantine VIII, reign and coinage, 
707-10; on coins of Basil II, 599-633, 
passim -, on pattern coin of Zoe, 9, 730 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 710; 
holding globe with patriarchal cross, 
730; holding labarum scepter and 
akakia, 708-9 

chlamys, 8 in field of miliaresion, 628- 
31, 632 

bust facing, with Basil II, wearing 
chlamys, holding cross, 621-2; hold¬ 
ing patriarchal cross, 613-16, 622-3, 
624-6; holding patriarchal cross with 
pelletted ends, 620; holding patri¬ 
archal cross crosslet, 616-20, 623 
bust facing, with Basil II, wearing 
elaborate costume, holding labarum, 
623; holding patriarchal cross, 626; 
holding patriarchal cross crosslet, 625 
coin portraiture, 145, 707 
coins wrongly attributed to Constan¬ 
tine IX, 734 
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costume on coins oi his co-emperorship 
with Basil II, 119, 120, 609, 626 
extravagance of, 43 
fineness of his gold coins, 40 
omitted from coins of Nicephorus II 
and John I, 9 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
Constantine IX Monomachus, reign and 
coinage, 733-47 

bust facing, wearing elaborate chlamys 
and holding gl. cr, and sword, 742; 
holding trefoil scepter and gl. cr., 

743- 4; holding labarum and gl. cr., 

744- 5 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding cross scepter and gl. cr., 740-1 
bust facing, wearing traditional loros, 
holding cross scepter (with leaved 
base) and globe with patriarchal 
cross, 738; holding cross scepter 
(with leaved base) and globe with 
cross on crescent, 739; holding laba¬ 
rum and gl. cr., 739-40 
coins called stellali, 59 

60; see also skeptatron 
commonness of his tetartera, 28 
concavity of his coins, 5 
crown of, at Budapest, 124,129,135,145 
design of chlamys, 119 
emperor standing, armored, holding 
cross and sword, 745-6 
extravagance of, 43 
fineness of his gold coins, 40 
gold bulla of, 103 n. 
miliaresia copied in Georgia, 102 
military costume of, 126 
miniature of, 145 

mosaic in Saint Sophia, 21, 124, 145 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
Constantine X Ducas, reign and coinage, 
764-78 

accession. 759, 764 
/E in site finds, 641, 642 


M in Sparta Hoard, 639 n. 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding cross and akakia, 777-8; 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 770 
bust facing, with Eudocia, in field of 
miliaresion, 771 
coins called doukati, 53, 59-60 
countermarked folles of, 97 
emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding gl. cr., being crowned 
by the Virgin, 769-70; holding laba¬ 
rum and gl. cr., 767-8; with Eudocia, 
holding labarum on steps, 774-7 
fineness of his gold coins, 40; of his 
silver, 67 

follis imitated by Nur ad-Din Mahmud, 
101 

follis overstruck by Class G of Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 693; by Class I, 698; 
by Romanus IV, 796; by Nicephorus 

follis^overstruck on Class E of Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 688 n. 
frugality of, 44 

influence on Romanus IV's coinage, 786 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
Constantine (son and colleague of Leo V), 
coins with name or bust of, 371-86, 

Constantine (son and colleague of Theo- 
philus), coins with name or bust of, 
407-12, 425-8, 430, 434, 442-3, 446-7 
Constantine Lecapenus (son and colleague 
of Romanus I), 526, 528, 536, 556-7 
Constantine (son and colleague of Basil I), 
473-506 passim; birth, parentage, and 
date of accession, 453, 474, 480; on 
coins after his death, 9 
Constantine (brother of Michael IV), 43 
Constantine Ducas (son and colleague of 
Michael VII), 799, 821 
Constantine Ducas, see also Constantius 
Constantine (or Constanliniati ), 46-7, 50, 
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Constantinople, mint of, 77-81; mint- 
marks at, 77; officina letters and control 
marks at. 77-80; see also Index II, and 
Index IV s. v. CON, CONOB 
Constantinople (city), captured by Con¬ 
stantine V, 283, 291; icons of the post- 
iconoclastic period in, 196-8 
Anargyroi (Church of the), 159-60, 721 
Blachernae (Church of the Virgin), 
founded by Pulcheria, 173; icons of 
the Virgin at, 170; discovery of pre- 
Iconoclast icon by Romanus HI, 
169, 174, 711; see also Virgin orans 
Blachernae (Palace), 170 
Chalcoprateia (Church of the Virgin), 
icon of Christ Antiphonetes, 162-4, 
509, 727, 823; see also Christ standing 
(Type IVc) 

Fetiye Camii (St, MaryPammakaristos), 
mosaic in, 159 
Forum, cross in the, 176 
Great Palace 

Chalkfi, icon of standing Christ, 147, 
160-3,454; see also Christ, standing 
(Type IVa) 

Chrysotriclinos, mosaic of seated 
Christ, 147, 154-5, 164, 533; see 

throne (Type la) 

church with icon of the Virgin, 172 n. 
gold ornaments melted down, 19, 
47 n„ 480 

icon of the Virgin Nikopoios, 171; see 
also Virgin, bust, holding medallion 
of Christ 

imperial bedroom, decorations of, 477 
Pharos (Church), 147, 150 
Tribunal of the Nineteen Couches, 
233 

Kariye Camii (Our Lady in the Chora), 
Deesis mosaic, 161, 166 n. 

Kauleas (monastery), 147,150 
Saint Irene (Church), design of cross in, 
155 


Saint Luke (Church), icon of the Virgin 
Hodegetria, 172; see Virgin, standing 
Saint Mary Peribleptos (Church), pa¬ 
tronized by Romanus III, 711 
Saint Sophia (Church) 
liturgical vessels, 147 
mosaic of Alexander, 133, 755 
mosaic of Christ in South Gallery, 
150, 159 

mosaic of Christ in south-west room, 
157 

mosaic of Constantine IX and Zoe, 
21, 124,145 

mosaic of the Virgin, 197 
narthex mosaic, 156-7, 508-9 
Synaxarion, 474, 475 n. 

Stylianos Zaoutzes (Church of), 147, 
150 

Constantius (brother and colleague of 
Michael VII), career, 764, 779, 798-9; 
on coins of Eudocia and Romanus IV, 
111, 783-4, 786-7, 788-91 

Consul Weber Sale, 329 n., 450 n. 

Consular costume and insignia, 120, 133; 
see also Akakia, Imperial costume, 
Mappa, Scipio 

Consular rank held by moneyer, 73 

Contractions in coin inscriptions, how 
shown, 189 

Control marks altered, see Die alterations 

Conversano, coin references in documents 
from, 47, 50-1 

Copenhagen (National Museum), coins at, 
502 n. 

Copper, in base gold coins, 41 

Copper coinage, history of, 16-17, 68-72; 
gold coins struck in, 341 n.; gap in 
striking under Michael III, 455-6; me¬ 
trology of, 69-71, 232-3, 236, 389 

Corinth, supposed mint at, 76, 478; 
excavations at, 438 n„ 636, 640, 642 

Cosmas and Damian (saints), see Anar¬ 
gyroi 

Cosmas Indicopleustes, 14 
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Costume, of emperors and empresses, see 
Imperial costume; of Christ, 148; of 
the Virgin, 170 

Counterfeits, contemporary, 99-100, 492, 
546 n., 548, 553 n., 620, 674, 680-1, 
708 n.. 715 n., 739 n., 746 n., 767 n„ 784, 
804, 809 n.; see also Forgeries, Imita- 

Countermarking, Arab, see Arabs, counter- 
marks on Byzantine coins; Georgian, 
98; of Basil I (?), 478 n. 

Crescent, as symbol of Ottomans, 176 n.; 
beneath globule, as ornament on cross, 
175; beneath cross, 132,176,637,701-2, 
705 

Crescents in upper quarters of cross, 696 n. 


Cross, jeweled, with 1C m Nl KA in 
quarters, 175, 681-4 
Cross, patriarchal, 139, 522 
Cross, patriarchal, with 1C XC Ri KA 
in quarters, 175, 705-6 
Cross, patriarchal, on base, with C B N B 
in quarters, 176, 836-7 
Cross, patriarchal, above steps, 424-5, 
429, 449-50 

Cross, patriarchal, on leaved base, 176, 
694-6 

Cross potent on base, 175, 248, 270, 279, 
317, 318, 322-4 

Cross potent on base and steps, 175; on 
gold coins, 241-2, 264, 269, 270, 271-2, 
280, 281, 286, 317, 318, 324, 355, 357; 



scription, 363; see also Cross scepter 
Cross on base and steps, 505 
Cross crosslet on base and steps, 505-6, 
521-2, 571-3; variously decorated, 175, 
555-6, 557-8, 603-9, 627-32, 771, 810- 
11, 829; with medallion of emperor at 
intersection, 585-6, 596-8 
Cross on leaved base, 141,176, 637, 696-9 
Cross with crescent beneath, 132, 176, 
637, 700-1, 705 

Cross with 1C XC Nl KA at ends of arms, 
176, 704 

Cross with C R P A in quarters, 176, 
796-7 

Cross on base and steps, with IS XS || 
bAS IL6 || bAS IL6 in quarters, 175-6, 
676-81 

Cross with star and circle in center, 
C ® N A in quarters. 176, 831-2 
Cross, jeweled, on crescent, 176, 705 


Cross scepter, 139-40 
Crown, forms of, 127-30; suspended over 
emperor’s head, 174-5, 601, 607, 619- 
22; with cross, passim; with trefoil, 
319, 320, 321 

Crusade, First, unconnected with Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 635 n. 

Cushions, beneath feet, 115-16 
Cutting of coins, 72 

Daphni, icon of Christ at, 149-50 
Daric, term used for nomisma, 45 
Decanummium, 107, 254, 259 
Denmark, coin types of, copied from 
Byzantium, 102-3 

Despoina, title on coins, 11, 181, 457, 749 
Despoles, significance of title and use on 
coins, 178-9; first used by Leo III, 
475; monogram, 91, 539, 588; iespotou 
monogram, 91, 598, 601, 632-3 
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Diacharagmata, 45, 50, 51, 52 
Diadem, see Crown 

Die alterations, mainly control marks 
changed, 80, 376, 395 n„ 614 n. 

Die sinkers, variations in design at start 
of issue, 20, 711; errors or careless work 
noted, 63. 140, 250 n., 309 n., 439 n.. 
449 n„ 461 n„ 491 n., 495 n., 497-8, 
660 n., 782, 801, 808 n.; inferior work 
on Basil I’s fractional N, 479-80; see 
also Chlamys, blundered design, and 

Dies, technique of cutting, 184-5, 603 
Dikigoropoulos, A. I., on designs as show¬ 
ing ages of rulers, 229-30, 306 n.; on the 
chronology of Theophilus’ coins, 408 
Dinars, 20, 37-8 

Dinogetia (Garvan) Hoards, 33-4,641,787, 
800 

Diocletian, Edict of, 45 n. 

Diogenes, see Romanus IV Diogenes 
Dionysiou, coin terms in monastic records 
of, 49 

Dirhem, influences design and fabric of 
miliaresion, 5, 62, 64, 106, 225, 227, 
232, 510; miliaresia overstruck on, 
303 n„ 330 n„ 331; religious features of, 

Divitision, 119-20 

Dobrudja, hoards from, see Dinogetia 
Docibilis II (duke of Gaeta), 45 n. 

Dotrachi, error for ( H)olotrachi (q.v.), 54 
Double striking, 334 n. 

Doukati (coin name), 53, 59-60 
Doulos Christou on coins, 179 
Drakhani (coin name), 63-4 
Ducales, of Norman Sicily, 58-60 
Ducas, John (brother of Constantine X), 
10, 764, 780 

Ducas, see also Andronicus, Constan¬ 
tine X, Constantine (son of Michael VII), 
Constantius, Michael VII 


Dukadmikhaylati (coin name), 63 
Dukati, see Doukati 

Dumbarton Oaks, ivory of St. Constan¬ 
tine at, 144 n., 531 
Duo tetarton, 30, 35, 590 
Dworschak, F., on the tetarteron, 29-30 
Dynastic continuity, 3 
Dylhitia (coin epithet), 50, 54 

Ebersolt, J., on maniakion, 122-3; on 
thorakion, 125 

Edessa, Crusader coins of, 101; Anony¬ 
mous Folles wrongly attributed to 
Crusaders, 635 n.; see also Abgar 
Edictum Rothari, 26 

Ehrenkreutz, A. S., on the tetarteron, 36-7 
Ek Theott, as used on coins, 179-80 
Ek'tis’lavi (coins of Romanus IV), 62, 786 
Electrum, 272 n. 

Emmanuel, with bust of Christ, 182 
Emperor crowned by Christ, 160-2,564-5; 
by Virgin, 170,174, 589, 592-6 715-18, 
756-7, 769-70 

Emperor seated, 108, 307-8, 329-30, 
333-5, 340-1, 494-6, 500-1, 516-18 
Emperor (or empress) standing, 107-8, 
267, 269, 311, 487, 513-14, 524-5, 
544-5, 547-8, 549, 715-18, 719, 726, 
745-6, 750-2, 756-7, 761-3, 767-70, 
774-6, 783-4, 789-91, 811-13, 825-8, 
830-1 

Emperors, precedence on coins, 108-14, 
181 

Empresses, coins of, 10-13, 337; crowns 
of, 457; costume of, 123-5, 729 n.. 
730 n., 731 

En Christo, as used on coins, 179-80 
En toute nika, formula on coins, 183 
English coins, limited Byzantine influence 
on,101 n. 

Epigraphy, 183-9; see also Lettering 
Epiphanins, 19 n. 

Episkepsis, see Virgin orans 
Errors on coins, see Die-sinkers 
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Esphigmenou, coin terms in documents 
from, 49, 52 

Eudocia (wife of Constantine V), crowned, 
290, 295 

Eudocia (wife of Michael III), 453 
Eudocia Ingerina (mistress of Michael III 
and wife of Basil I), 453, 474-7, 478, 
481-2; on coins, 489-90; miniature 
of, 141, 474, 786; date of death, 
476; possible commemorative minting, 
481 

Eudocia Macrembolitissa (niece of Michael 
Cerularius, wife of Constantine X and 
Romanus IV), reign and coinage, 779- 
84; on coins of Constantine X, 766, 
771, 774-8 

bust facing, wearing modified lorosand 
holding scepter and gl. cr., 792 

wearing normal loros, in field of 
miliaresion, 771 
coins called Triake'pali, 62 
created Augusta, 764 
half-figure, with Michael VII, holding 
long cross, 784; similar, with Ro¬ 
manus IV, 791-2 
miniatures of, 111, 124 
precedence on her coins, 109, 111, 112 
right of coinage, 12, 13 
standing figure, between Michael VII 
and Constantius, wearing modified 
loros, holding scepter, 783-4 
standing figure, with Christ and Ro¬ 
manus IV, wearing modified loros 
and holding gl, cr,, 789-91 
standing figure, with Constantine X, 
holding labarum on steps, 774-6 
Euphemia (wife of Justin I), supposed 
coin of, 11 

Euphemius (rebel in Sicily), 391 
Euraites (coin epithet), 45 
Eusebes, imperial epithet on coins, 64, 
180, 510 
Eusebius, 134 


Eutychius (exarch), 239 
Exagia, see Coin weights 

Fabric, thin, 5 

Fagerlie, J., on Thessalonican histamenon 
of Michael IV, 721-2 
Falier, Ordelaffo (doge), miniature of, 141 
Family coinages. 111 

Family names on coins, 180; family 
relationships under the Isaurians de¬ 
scribed, 180 



Fatimids, 27,37; high quality of their gold, 
42 


Fellali, error for steUati (q.v.), 54 
Fibula, design of, 117-19, 319 
Fineness, see Gold coinage, debasement of 
Fingers, anomalies in design of, 114, 139, 
373 

Finlay, G., 18 

Flans, rectangular, 278 n. 

Floral ornaments at base of cross, 175, 
611, 632; see also Cross on leaved base 
and Cross, patriarchal, on leaved base 
Fogg Art Museum, see Cambridge (Mass.), 
Fogg Art Museum 

Follis, monetary unit, 14; history of, 
68-72; immobilised dates on, 232; see 
also Half follis, Decanummium, Pen- 
tanummium, and Index V (a) 
Footstool, see Souppedion 
Forefinger, pointing, see Fingers, anomalies 

"ForeignPrince” Sale, 353, 357 n., 428 n., 
781 n., 784 

"Foreign Ambassador" Sale, 596 n., 770 n. 
Forgeries, modern, 487 n., 715 n., 719 n., 
731 n„ 767 n.; contemporary, 99-100, 
492, 620 

Folerikus, error for Solerikus (q.v.) 
Fiirstenberg Sales, 245, 271 n., 276, 277, 
287 n., 350 n., 480,502 n., 514 n.. 709 n., 
710 n„ 718 n„ 770 n. 
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Gaeta, 27 n., 28, 52, 85; John of, 39; 

duke of, see Docibilis II 
Gariazzo, P., collection (at Turin), 428 n. 
Garvin, see Dinogetia 
Garrett, J. W., Collection, see Baltimore, 
Johns Hopkins University (Garrett 
Collection) 

George Cedrenus, see Cedrenus, George 
Georgia, coinage of, inspired by By¬ 
zantium, 102; king of, see Bagrat IV; 
see also Maria of Alania 
Georgian countermarks on Byzantine 
coins, 98 

Georgian coin terms, 48, 56 n., 59, 61-2 
Germans, weight standard of, 24 
Germany, Byzantine coin influence in, 
103-4 

Gestures, imperial, of reverence, 110, 114; 
pointing forefinger, 114-15; of uncertain 
meaning, 484 
Glabas, Michael, 159 
Glass weights, 71 
Globular solidi, 417 
Globules, on miliaresia, 64 
Globus cruciger, 131-3, and in text, 
fiassim; easily confused with cross 
potent on globe, 390; with crescent 
beneath cross, 132 

Globus, with cross potent, see Cross 
potent on globe; with trefoil ornament, 
see Trefoil 

Gold bullae, see Bullae, gold 
Gold coinage. 19-45; debasement of, in 
eleventh century, 23, 25, 39-41, 721, 
725, 726, 733-4; begins under Michael 
IV. 723; low point under Michael VII 
and Nicephorus III, 799-800, 822, 824; 
irregularity of issue, 509; symbols on /V 
of Rome, 88; see also Histamenon, 
Solidus, Semissis, Tremissis, Tetarteron 
Gold multiples, not used, 20 
Golenko, K. V., on imitation miliaresia, 102 
Goodacre, H„ collection, 236, 237, 248 n., 
302 n. 


Goslar, coins of, with Byzantine proto¬ 
types, 103 

Gospel Book held by Christ, features of, 
148-9; see also Index V 
Grantley, Lord, collection (dispersed), 
278 n. 

Greece, coins in private collections, 607 n.. 
610, 616, 627, 771 n., 818 n.; supposed 

Greek Anthology, 154-5 
Greek inscriptions replace Latin, 107 
Greek lettering on coins of Nicephorus II, 
581; replaces Latin on eleventh-cen¬ 
tury coins, 765 

Gregory Nazianzus (Saint), miniatures in 
Paris MS., 115, 155 n.; see also Alex¬ 
ander, Basil I, Eudocia Ingerina, Leo VI 
Gregory II (pope), 238, 239 
Gregory III (pope), monogram of, 89, 
238, 278 

attributed to, 258, 278 n. 

Gregory (exarch of Africa), coin mis- 
attributed to, 238 

Grimoald III (prince of Benevento), 90, 
238 

Grimoald IV (princeof Benevento), 86,354 
Guglionesi, coin reference in document 
from, 52 

Guiscard, Robert, 3. 112, 786, 799 n. 
silk from tomb of, 130, 135, 138 

Hadrian I, see Adrian I 
Hagiosoritissa, icon of Virgin not yet 
represented on coins, 170 
Hair, treatment of, 143 
Half follis, 72; follis die used for, 511; 
of Leo III, 232-4, 237, 254, 257-8, 
260, 263; of Constantine V. 295, 304-8, 
314; of Leo IV, 332; of Leo V, 374, 386; 
of Theophilus, 415, 438-40, 441 n„ 
447 n.; of Michael III, 460, 469; of 
Leo VI, 518; of Michael VII, 802, 820 
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Half miliaresion, 63 n.. 231, 253 
Hands, placing of emperors', 108-9 
Hanover (Kestner Museum), 275 n., 323 
Harold Hardrada, 103, 722 
Helena (Saint), how represented in a 
Paris miniature, 155 

Helioselenalon (coin name), 51, 57-8, 608 
Hendy, M. F,, on sealed purses, 21; on 
the tetarteron, 38; on mint organiza¬ 
tion, 73-4; on mints of eleventh-century 
/E, 641-3, 766, 802, 833-4; on Thes- 
salonican histamenon of Michael IV, 
721-2 

Henry III (German emperor), coins of, 
104 

Heraclius, imperial precedence on coins of, 
112; use of basileus title by, 177 
Hexagram, 14, 22 
HUarius, 39 
Himation, 148 

Histamenon, meaning of, 7, 28-9; evolu¬ 
tion under Basil II, 559-608 
Hodegetria, see Virgin standing, holding 
Infant Jesus 

Hollschek, K., collection (now dispersed), 
231 n„ 647,757 n„ 765 n„ 771 n. 
Holokottinos, 45 
Holotrachy, 50, 51, 55 
Horsky, J., collection (now dispersed), 
376 n., 757 n, 

Hosios Lucas, mosaic of Christ at, 166 
Hypateia, 22, 226 n. 

Hyperagathos, see Christ seated on backless 
throne (Type III) 

Hyperagia, title applied to Virgin, 183 
Hyperpyron, meaning of term, 7, 50, 53, 
56-7; why concave, 6 

Iconoclasm, 3-4, 225, 239, 337; end of, 
424-5; and coin types, 146 
Ignatius (Patriarch), seal of, 161 n. 

Ihsus Xristus Nica, use and significance 
of. 183 

Illyria, shipwreck on coast of, 58 n. 


Imitations, barbarous, of Byzantine coins, 
99-101; of Sicilian A', 417; of miliaresia 
of Basil II, 612, 628; see also Counter¬ 
feits (contemporary), and Forgeries, 

Immobilization of dates, 190, 232 
Imperator, title on coins, 177, 454, 
456 

Imperial costume, 112-13, 116-26; ges¬ 
tures, 114-15; insignia, 127-45; mono¬ 
grams as coin types 189-91; names and 
epithets, 178-80; types, general fea¬ 
tures of, 107-45; titles on coins, 64, 
178-20; precedence, how indicated, 
108-14, 181; see also Emperor seated. 
Emperor standing 
Indictions, dating by, 106 
Inscriptions on Byzantine coins, forms of, 
175-89; imperial, 177-82; religious, 
182-3; running from obverse to reverse 
of coins, 736; Greek preferred to Latin 
in Sicily, 184, 236; see also Index IV 
Insignia, how held by emperors, 113; see 
also Imperial insignia 

of Constantine VI, 336-46 
bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding akakia, 350; wearing loros 
and holding gl. cr., 351; wearing loros 
and holding gl. cr. and cross, 341-2, 
345-6, 349-50 

wearing loros and holding gl. cr. and 
cross, 340-1, 344-5; similar, without 
gl. cr.. 341, 345 
control marks on solidi, 79 
name mispelled on some coins, 253 n. 
replaces Chalkites icon, 161 
right of coinage, 11-12 
wears chlamys on Sicilian coins, 123 
weight standard of folles, 70 
Irene the Khazar (wife of Constantine V), 
290 

Isaac I, reign and coinage, 759-63 


erap. standing, with shouldered sword, 
762; with labarum and sheathed 
sword, 761; with gl. cr. and sheathed 
sword, 763 

fineness of his gold, 40 
military costume, 126 

revolt against Michael VI, 754 
weights of his tetartera, 32 

Isaurians, and Iconoclasm, 3-4; coin 
types of, largely secular, 106; practice 

Istanbul, coins at Archaeological Museum, 
99, 727-8, 729; hoard acquired in, 
284 n.; see also Constantinople 

Italian currency, features of, 82 

Italy, mints in, 24, 74, 77 n., 82-3; see 
also Index II, s.v. Naples, Ravenna, 
Rome, Syracuse 

Iviron, monetary references in documents 
from, 39, 48 n., 49, 53 

Jaeger, I., collection, 251 n. 

Jaromir (king of Bohemia), coins of 
Byzantine type, 104 

John I Zimisces, reign and coinage, 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
being crowned by Virgin, holding 
globus with trefoil, 592; holding 
globus with long cross, 593, 594; 
holding long cross, 593, 595; holding 
patriarchal cross, 593-4, 595-6 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, in 
medallion of cross, 596-8 
hoard of counterfeit folles, see Anony¬ 
mous Folles, Class A 
inaugurates Anonymous Folles, 634—5 
linkages with Basil II's coins, 602 
Manus Dei on coins, 174 
payment of folles by, 72 
weights of his tetartera, 32-4 

John III Vatatzes, coins and seals rep¬ 
resenting Christ Chalkites, 161 


John VIII (pope), letter to Basil 1.474,476 
John the Orphanotrophos (brother of 
Michael IV), 43, 145, 720, 727 
John Ducas, see Ducas, John 
John Lydus. 14 

John Scylitzes, see Scylitzes, John 
John Tzetzes, see Tzetzes, John 
John Zonaras, see Zonaras, John 
Johns Hopkins University (Garrett Collec¬ 
tion), see Baltimore 

Jonas, E. L„ collection (dispersed), 631 n. 

Justinian I, equestrian statue of, 130 
Justinian II, coin of, attributed in BNC 

Leo III wrongly attributed to, 260 n.; 
concave "coins” of, 5 n.; D for O on 
solidi of. 229; how shown with Tiberius, 
113; provides date formula immobilized 
on Leo Ill's M, 232; representations of 
Christ on coins of, 146, 164-5; weight 
reduction of Sicilian solidus starts in 
his reign, 25 

KAI for "and," how rendered, 180, 187, 
189, 581, 583 

Kainourgia (nomisnuUa ), 45, 51 

Keration, unit of account, 14-15; see also 
Carat 

Khakhuli, icon from, 124, 141 
Khrovoul (i.e., "obol," follis), 72 n. 

Kiev, coins of, 102; mosaics in Saint 
Sophia, 165 
K'inati, 46 n, 

Kiurike I (prince of Tashir-Lori), his coins 
of Byzantine type, 102 
Kleterologion, see Philotheus 
Krum (Bulgarian khan), 352 
Kunz, Carlo, coins sold by, 704 n., 705 n., 
706 n. 

Kushans, concave coins of, 5 n. 
Kyriotissa, see Virgin, bust holding me¬ 
dallion of Christ 
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Labarum, 134-8, 608; in field of Sicilian 
solidus, 310 

La Cava, documents from, 49 
Lagbe Hoard, 21, 23, 300, 376 n., 410, 
424 n. 

Lap, emperors’ hands on, 114, 484 
Laresio, coin reference in document from, 
52 

Largesses (hypateia), 22, 226 n. 

Latin Emperors, Anonymous Folles 
wrongly ascribed to, 635 
Latin language as "barbarous and Scythi¬ 
an," 456 n. 

Latin inscriptions on coins, 4, 177 
Lavra, monetary terms in documents 
from, 49, 50, 53 
Lazarus (Saint), 22, 38 
Leather coins, 291 

Lecapenus, see Christopher, Constantine, 
Romanus I, Stephen 
Legends, see Coin Inscriptions 
Leningrad (Hermitage), coins at, 99, 
550 n., 556, 723 n.; seal at, 161 
Leo III, reign and coinage, 225-82; on 
coins of Constantine V, 290-324, 
passim: on coins of Leo IV, 325-35, 
passim; on coins of Constantine VI, 
336-41, 344-5 

armored bust facing with spear and 
shield, 251, 253-4 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent to r. across body, 280-1; 
holding cross potent and akakia, 
299-300, 310; holding cross potent on 
globe and akakia, 302; holding gl. cr. 
and akakia, 241-251, 255-9, 264-7, 
268, 270-8, 279, 280, 281 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 300-1, 308-10, 314-15; hold¬ 
ing cross potent on globe, 302; 
holding gl. cr., 269-70; similar, but 
bust above M, holding cross potent, 
306-7; bust above A, 314 
bust facing, with Constantine V, wearing 


chlamys, 322; holding akakia, 260-3; 
holding cross potent, 259-60; holding 
gl. cr., 267-8 

bust facing, with Constantine V, wearing 
loros, 328-30; above M, 331-4; hold¬ 
ing gl. cr., 269-70 

bust facing, with Constantine V and 
Leo IV, above M, wearing chlamys, 
344-5 

coins wrongly attributed to Leo V, 372 
distinctive features of miliaresion, 63 
emperor seated, with Constantine V and 
Leo IV, wearing chlamys, 340-1 
emperor standing, holding akakia, 269; 

holding spear and gl. cr., 267 
first use of titles basileus and despotes 
on coins of, 178, 179 
half-length figure holding cross potent, 
312-14 

metrology of folles, 70 
military costume on early coins, 125 
officina letters on solidi, 78; on copper, 
80 

Roman coinage of, 88, 89 
weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 
Leo IV, reign and coinage, 325-35; on 
coins of Constantine V, 290-324, passim; 
on coins of Constantine VI, 336-41, 
344-5 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent, 310; holding cross 
potent on globe, 310; holding gl. cr. 
and akakia, 318-21, 324, 335 
bust facing, wearing loros, 315-16; 

holding cross potent on base, 314-15 
bust facing, with Constantine V, wearing 
chlamys, 300-1, 302, 306-7, 308-10, 
314-15, 316, 317-18, 322; above 
CIK'A (?), 314 

bust facing, with Constantine VI, 
wearing chlamys, 328-9, 331-2 
bust facing, with Leo III and Con¬ 
stantine V, wearing chlamys, 344-5 
coins wrongly ascribed to, 354, 370 



distinctive features of miliaresia, 63 
emperor seated, with Constantine V, 
wearing chlamys, 307-8; with Con¬ 
stantine VI, 329-30, 333-5 
emperor seated, with Leo III and Con¬ 
stantine V, wearing chlamys, 340-1 
estimate of mint output, 95 
half-length figure, wearing chlamys, 
holding akakia, 311; with Constan¬ 
tine V, 312-15 
officina letters on solidi, 78 
Roman coinage of, 88, 89 
weight standard of follis, 70 
Leo V, reign and coinage, 371-86 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl. cr., 382-3; holding gl. cr., and 
akakia, 381,383; holding cross potent 
and akakia, 375-6, 377-8 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 380-1, 381-2, 383-5; holding 
gl. cr. and akakia, 375 

chlamys 6 378-80, 385-6 
coins wrongly attributed to Leo III, 372 
coins wrongly attributed to Leo V, 327, 
353, 354 

control marks on solidi, 79, 80 
estimate of mint output, 95 
removes Chalkites icon, 161 
weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 
Leo VI, reign and coinage, 507-22; on 
coins of Basil I, 475-506, passim 
artistic activity of reign, 147 
birth, parentage, and date of accession, 
453, 473-5, 507 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
akakia, 818-21 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
globe with patriarchal cross, 512 
bust facing, with Alexander, wearing 
chlamys, 490-1, 501-2 
bust facing, with Basil I and Alexander, 
wearing chlamys, 496-500 
chlamys design under, 117 


coin legislation, 37 

emperor seated, wearing loros, holding 
labarum (and akakia?), 515-16 
emperor seated, with Alexander, wearing 
loros, holding labarum, 516-18 
emperor standing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing loros, holding gl. cr. and 
patriarchal cross. 513-14 
first uses epithet eusebes, 180 
follis with Arab countermark, 97 
globules on miliaresion, 64 
imprisonment in the 880’s, 476 
interruption in the minting of solidi, 19, 
509 

marriage to Theophano, 476, 507 
metrology of follis, 69, 71 
miniature of, 474 
portraiture, 143-4 
revives "real" crown on coins, 127 
supposedly represented in Narthex mo¬ 
saic, 156 

Leo Tornikes (pretender), 8, 736 
Leoni, error in document for boni, 54 
Leontati, 50 

Leontius, 226, 227, 254 n. 

Lepton, unit of account and calculation, 17 
Lettering, 184-9; technique of, 184,153 n.; 
replacement of Latin by Greek, 184; 
small size of, 177; contraction in size and 
quality in tenth and eleventh centuries, 
185, 509 n.. 530-1, 581, 592 n., 724, 
740 n„ 744 n., 753, 756 n„ 767 n.. 769 n. 
Levis, H. C., collection (dispersed). 338 
Ligatured letters, 189 
Light weight solidus, see Tetarteron 
Li'lldh (Arab countermark), 97, 98, 679, 
684, 687, 820 

Limburg, reliquary at, 135, 141 
Liopesi (Attica) Hoard, 241 n.,243,244,246 
Lilrai, see Pounds 
Liutprand (Lombard king), 92 
Lockett, R. C., collection (dispersed), 
271 n„ 342 n.. 355 n. 

Lombard imitations, 105 
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London (British Museum), coins at, 577 n., 
784; (Victoria and Albert Museum), 
ivory of Christ at, 169 
Longuet, H., collection (now dispersed), 
93 n., 815 

Lopez, R. S„ on the tetarteron, 29-30 
Loros, 120-5; loses its consular character, 
116-17; not superior to chlamys, 112- 
13; panel on, 122, 781, 786; change in 
design under Basil I, 489 n.; forms 
under Basil II, 601, 602; sometimes 
reversed from 1. to r.. 413, 439-40 
(Theophilus), 484 (Basil I); varieties, 
624 n., 625 n. 

Lucera, coin references in documents 
from, 50-2 

Lund, Byzantine types struck at, 102,713 
Lydus, see John Lydus 

Macedonians, coin types mainly religious, 
106 

Maltreatment of coin, 7 n. 

Mancus, meaning of term. 24-5; use of, 
27, 46, 59 
Mandylion, 531 
Maniakion, 122-3 
Manqush, 24 

Manus Dei, on coins, 88, 174-5, 601 n., 
724-6 

Manzikert, 3, 7, 41, 44, 780, 782,785, 799 
Maphorion of the Virgin, 170 
Mappa, 133; see also Akakia 
Marcian, marriage coin of. 111 n., 146 
Maria (wife of Leo III), 226 
Maria (dau. of Theophilus), 407, 415 
Maria (first wife of Basil I), 453, 474 
Maria of Alania (wife of Michael VII and 
Nicephorus III), career of, 799, 821; on 
coinage of Michael VII, 12-13, 810-11, 
815, of Nicephorus III, 822; enamels 
of, 124, 141 

Marks of value, as coin types, 68, 106-7; 
see also Index V 

Marriage coins, 11, 111, 146, 786-7 


Marseilles, collection, 429 
Martina (wife of Heraclius), precedents 
provided by her coinage, 337, 474 
Master of the Mint, 73 
Megas basileus, significance of title, 180, 
509; used by Michael III, 454, 455, 466 
Melatus (coin name), 61 
Melissenus. see Nicephorus Melissenus 
Melo, 60 

Metcalf, D. M., on Byzantine mint output, 
95-7; on provincial mints, 76-7; on 

Anonymous Folles, 640-1 
Methodius, poem on Chalkites icon, 161 
Michael (Saint) archangel, on histamenon 
of Michael IV, 174, 721-2, 723 
Michael I, reign and coinage, 363-70 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent and akakia, 366, 368; 
holding cross potent only, 369; hold¬ 
ing gl. cr. and akakia, 367, 368; 
holding cross potent on globe and 
akakia, 368 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent. 367, 368, 369-70 
coins confused with those of Michael II 
or III, 363-4 

control marks on solidi, 79 
misattributed coins of, 460 
recognizes Charlemagne as basileus, 4, 
178, 364 
tremisses of, 22 

use of title basileus Romaion, 226 
Michael II, reign and coinage, 387-405; 
on coins of Theophilus, 407-451, passim 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent and akakia, 394-5; 
holding gl. cr., 399, 401-3 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
gl. cr. and cross scepter, 394, 396-7; 
holding cross potent, 399-400 
bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys, 425-6; with Theophilus, 
397-9, 403-5 



coins confused with those of Michael I 
or III, 388, 390-1 
control marks on solidi, 79, 80 
estimate of mint output, 95 
metrology of folles, 69, 70 
weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 
Michael III, reign and coinage, 452-70; on 
coins of Theophilus, 406-9, 415, 416, 
428-9, 432-3 

artistic activity of reign, 147, 155 
burial of, 507 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl. cr., 468; holding globe with 
patriarchal cross, 467 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
gl. cr., 468; holding globe with 
patriarchal cross, 467; holding gl. cr. 
and cross scepter, 428-9; holding 
globe with patriarchal cross and cross 
scepter, 430; holding globe with 
patriarchal cross and akakia, 466-7; 
holding labarum and akakia, 463-4; 
holding cross potent, 468-9 
bust facing, with Theodora, wearing 
chlamys, 433; with Thecla, holding 
patriarchal cross, 461-2 
coins confused with those of Michael I 
and II, 363 
coins of Cherson, 91 
control marks on solidi, 79 
dates of birth and coronation, 407, 409 
introduces pellet beneath steps of cross 
on miliaresion, 64 
Latin inscription on follis, 177 
melts gold ornaments of Palace, 19 
metrology of folles, 69 
misattributed coins, 460 
probable father of Leo VI, 474 
semisses of, 22 

Michael IV, reign and coinage, 720-6 
builder of the Church of the Anargyroi, 
159-60, 722 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding labarum and gl. cr., 724-6 


debasement under, 39 n., 41 
emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding labarum with St. Mi¬ 
chael, 726 

fineness of his gold, 40 
histamenon imitated in Denmark, 103 
lavish gifts to Church, 43-4 
loss of coins in shipwreck, 58 n. 

Manus Dei on histamena, 175 
mint at Thessalonica, 75 
money-changer in early life, 43 
problems of attribution to Michael IV, 
V, and VI, 720-3, 754, 801 
see also Michelati 

Michael V. career of, 720,727-8; problems 
of attribution, 720-3, 754, 801 
Michael VI, Stratioticus, reign and coin¬ 
age, 754-8 

commonness of his tetartera, 28 
design of chlamys, 119 
emperor standing, wearing chlamys, 
holding gl. cr., being crowned by the 
Virgin, 756-7 

emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holdinglongcross and akakia.757 

problem of identifying coinage, 720-3, 
754, 801 

weights of his tetartera, 32 
Michael VII, reign and coinage, 798-820 
JE in site finds. 642 
associated Augustus, 764 

holding labarum scepter and gl, cr,, 
803-6, 818-20 

bust facing, with Maria, wearing chla¬ 
mys, in field of At, 810-11, 815 
coins in Dinogetia Hoard, 787, 800 
countermarked folles, 97 
emperor standing, in military dress, 
holding long cross and sword, 811-12 
emperor standing, with Constantius and 
Andronicus, holding labarum scepter 
and akakia, 789-91 
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emperor standing, with Eudocia and 
Constantius, wearing modified loros 
and holding gl. cr. and akakia, 783-4 
fineness of his gold, 40, 41, 44-5; of his 
railiaresia, 67 

folles overstruck by Class I of Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 697, 698, 699 
half-figure facing, with Eudocia, wearing 
modified loros and holding long cross, 
784; same, but with Maria, 807-10 
knowledge of minting processes, 44 
military costume of, 126 
problem of identifying some of his 
coins, 720-3, 754, 801 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
see also Michelati 

Michael VIII, hyperpyra of, 41, 116 
Michael Psellus, see PseUus, Michael 
Michelati, 22, 51, 52, 53. 60-1 
Mikulcice, coin found at, 455 
Milan, private collection in, 272 n. 

Milan (Museo Civico), coins at, 266 n., 
276 n„ 285 n„ 479, 752 n. 

Milatus, see Melalus 
Miliarense, 14; see also Miliaresion 
Miliaresion, monetary unit, 14; history of, 
16,62; values of, 17-19; creation of, 63, 
231-2; initially ceremonial in character, 
63, 388; fabric influenced by dirhem, 
see Dirhem; sometimes overstruck on 
dirhem, see Dirhem; not used in West, 
24; money of account in West, 50, 51, 
52; fractional denominations in eleventh 
century, 63-6; fineness, 67; weight 
standards, 65, 412; weight of John I’s 
miliaresia, 590; see also Half Miliaresion, 
Miliarense, Silver coinage 
Military coin types, 125-6; revived by 
Constantine IX, 734; under Isaac I, 
259-60,761-2; under Constantine X, 765 
Minting, administrative machinery, 73-4 
Minting techniques, interest of Michael VII 
in, 799; see also Dies, Die sinkers, 
Lettering, Overstriking 


Mint-marks, 73 
Mint output, 94-7 

Mints, contraction in number of, 73-4; 
enumerated and discussed, 73-97; prob¬ 
lems of identification, 74-7; of Theo- 
philus' folles, 413-15; of Basil I’s folles, 
478; of Anonymous Folles, 640-3 
Modiolus crown, 129 n. 

Moneta aurea, at Ravenna, 94 
Moneta publica, at Ravenna, 94 
Monetary system, 14-19, 389 
Monetary terms, 45-62 
Moneyer, seal of, 73 

Monograms, imperial, 189-91; see also 
under individual emperors and Index 
V (b) 

Monomachus, see Constantine IX 
Monomakhati (coin name), 53, 58, 59 
Monreale, mosaic of Christ at, 148 n., 149 
Montagu, H., collection (dispersed), 248 n., 
270 n., 329 n„ 442 n„ 607 n„ 613 
Monte Cassino, coin references in docu¬ 
ments from, 46, 51-2 
Monteverde, coin reference in document 
from, 52 

Moravia, Byzantine coin found in, 455 
Mordtmann, A. D., collection (at Berlin), 

Moscow, ivory of Constantine VII at, 
120 n„ 121, 531 

Moustier, Marq. de, collection (dispersed), 
550 n., 707 
M? &/ see Index IV 
Mules, between classes or types, 481, 483, 
488, 495, 498, 603 n. 

Multos annos, in coin inscriptions, 177 

Naples, dukes of, 423; see also Sergius I, 
Stephen II or III 

Naples, mint of, 84-7; coins struck in 
Basil I's name at, 105, 478; see also 
Index II 

Naples Museum, coins at, 353, 360 n., 
502 n. 





Naville, Lucien, on the Roman pound, 
23-4 

New York (American Numismatic So¬ 
ciety), coins at, 275 n., 276 n„ 284, 286, 
300, 383, 410 n., 422, 449, 503, 653, 
712, 723 n. 

Nicaea, mint at, 74; mosaic of Christ 
Antiphonetes formerly in the Church of 
theDormition at, 163,727-8; roundel in 
Church of the Koimesis, 166 n. 

Nicephorus I, reign and coinage, 352-61 
attribution of Italian gold, 85-6 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent, 361 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross potent and akakia, 355-7, 361 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
gl. cr. (? also akakia), 359 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 359, 360 

bust facing, with Stauracius, wearing 
chlamys, 358 
coin attributed to, 305 n. 
coins attributed to Naples, 100 
coins wrongly attributed to Leo V, 
372 

control marks on solidi, 79 
estimate of mint output, 95 
misattributed coins, 460 
tribute to Arabs, 20 n. 
weight standard of folles, 70 

Nicephorus II Phocas, reign and coinage, 
580-8 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, in 
medallion on cross of miliaresion, 
585-6 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding labarum and gl. cr., 587-8 
bust facing, wearing robe of V-pattem, 
holding cross and globe surmounted 
by trefoil, 586-7, 589 
bust facing, with that of Basil II, 
wearing loros and holding patriarchal 
cross, 582-3 


bust facing, with that of Virgin, 
wearing modified loros and holding 
patriarchal cross, 583-5 
fineness of miliaresion, 67 
folles overstruck by Class A2 of Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 649 

introduces the tetarteron, 28-30, 33, 
35-8 

marriage to Theophano, 578 
metrology of folles, 69 
military successes, 574 
use of Greek lettering, 184 
weights of his tetartera, 31-5 
Nicephorus III Botaniates, reign and 
coinage, 821-32 
accession, 798-9 
JE in site finds, 642 
A i in Sparta Hoard, 639 n. 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
labarum and gl. cr., 827 
bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding cross and gl. cr., 824 
bust facing, with that of Maria, wearing 
modified loros, in field of miliaresion, 
829 

connection with Nicaea, 163-4 
emperor standing, wearing armor, hold¬ 
ing long cross and sword, 830 
emperor standing, wearing loros, hold¬ 
ing labarum and gl. cr., 825-8, 831 
fineness of his gold, 31, 40, 41, 42, 

follis overstruck by Class J of Anony¬ 
mous Folles, 700 
military costume of, 126 
miniature of, 120, 124, 626 n. 
problems of overstriking, 643 
stavrovotaniati, 61 
votaniati, 61 

weights of his tetartera, 32, 33 
Nicephorus (son and colleague of Arta- 
vasdus), 234, 283-9, passim 
Nicephorus (son of Constantine V), created 
Caesar, 10, 22, 290, 325 
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Nicephorus Basilacius (pretender), career 
and possible coinage of, 8, 641-2, 833-4 
Nicephorus Bryennius (pretender), career 
and coinage, 798, 822, 833-8; attribu¬ 
tions and mint problems, 8, 641; 
folles, 706 n.; in Sparta Hoard, 639 n. 
Nicephorus Melissenus (pretender), career 
and coinage, 8, 838-40 
Nicephorus (patrician and grand hetairi- 
arch), 163-4 

Nicetas (son of Constantine V), created 
nobilissimus, 290 

Nicholas I (pope), correspondence with 
Michael III, 456 n. 

Nimbus, no longer used for emperors, 107 
Nimbus cross, serifs in, 602 
Nomic glosses, 18, 67 
Nomisma, 45; see Solidus 
Nomismala kainourgia, 22 
Nummus ( noummion ), monetary unit, 
14-15, 17 

of Byzantine type, 101 

Obolos, used for follis, 15 n., 17 n. 
Obryzum, 22 

Obverse and reverse of coins, 62 n„ 109- 
10, 230 n., 292, 610 n. 

Ochrid, icon labelled PeribUptos at, 713 n. 
Officina and control marks on solidi, 
tables of, 78-9; use of, under Con¬ 
stantine V, 293; see also Privy marks, 
and Index V 

O'Hara, M. D„ collection, 284 n., 286 
Oikonomides, N., on status of Empress 

Olga (Russian princess), 19 
Olotrachi, see Holotrachy 
Oman, Sir Charles, collection, 317 n. 
One-third Miliaresion, 64-6, 66; of Con¬ 
stantine X, 773; of Romanus IV, 795; 
of Michael VII, 817-18 
Ordona Hoard, 21, 27 
Oria, 50 


Orthodoxos, title on coins, 180, 755, 758, 
760, 763 

Oslo Museum, 771 n. 

Ossi Hoard, 82 n. 

Othoniati, error for Thori[c)ali (q.v.) 

Otto the Great, 4 
Otto II, fresco of, 132 
Overstriking, in gold, 427, 456; in silver, 
232; in copper, passim 
Oxarve Hoard, 21, 65, 736-7 
Oxford, Ashmolean Museum (Goodacre 
collection), coins at, 394 n. 

Pacourianos, Typicon of, 48, 58, 59, 60 
Palagiano, coin reference in document 
from, 50 

Palaia kai Nea Logarike, 17 
Palermo, seal of moneyer in the National 

Michael III, 391 ^ 

Palms, beside M, 267-8 
Pantaleimon’s (Saint), coin references in 
monastic charters of, 23, 51, 55,115 n. 
Pantechnes, John, seal of, 161 
Pantocrator type of Christ, 149-50; 
meaning of clasped book, 168-9; see 
also Christ, bust of (Type VII) 

Papacy, 4, 238-9, 285 
Papienses, 58 

Parapinaces, nickname of Michael VII, 798 
Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale, coins at, 
83, 99, 266 n., 270 n., 275 n., 318, 428 n., 
462, 468 n., 642, 718 n., 728, 747 n., 749, 
760,765 n.. 771 n„ 800, 816 n„ 840 
Patriarchal cross, see Cross, patriarchal 
Pattern coins, 20. 98-9, 251, 533-7, 728, 
787, 792 

Paul (exarch), 92 

PPAVC formula, replaced by MHLTVS AN, 
177 

Pear-shaped ornaments beside head of 
Virgin. 773, 809 

Pellets, on shaft of cross or scepter, 80, 
81; on dotted borders of miliaresia. 
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371, 372; beneath cross of miliaresion, 
482; beneath emperor's arm, 822, 830 
Pendilia on crown, varieties of, 129, 130, 
607 

Penon, C-, collection (dispersed), 324, 
718 n. 

Petitalaimia, 46 

Pentanummium, 254 n.; of Constantine V, 
295, 305 

Pepin (Frankish king). 93 
Perperum, for hyperpyron, 56 n. 

Petes Hoard, 713-14 

Petronas (co-regent for Michael III), 10 
Philipp of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Prince, 
collection (dispersed), 551 n., 576 n., 
584 n., 596 n., 631 n. 

Philippicus, 25, 232, 238 
Philotheus, Kleterologion of, 73, 74 
Photiades Collection (now in the Hermit¬ 
age). 161, 734, 736 n. 

Photius, 455 

Pinnacles on crowns of empresses, 13 
Pistos, epithet on coins, 64, 180 
Platform, for emperors, 116, 786 
Potts, used of Constantinople, 47 
Polybius, 123 

Porphyrogenitus, as used on coins, 180; 
by Constantine VII, 530, 537, 557-8; by 
Basil II, 627-32; by Theodora ( Por - 
phyrogenita), 753 
Porter, W. B., collection, 256 
Portraiture, of emperors, 142-5; revived 
by Leo VI, 508; of Romanus I, 531-2; 
of Constantine VII, 531; of Constan¬ 
tine X, 765 

Potin, used for coins at Rome, 296 
Pound, weight of the Roman, 23-4 
Pounds {litrai). 20 

Prague, economic importance of, 104 
Precedence of emperors on coins, 108-15; 
under Constantine VII, 529-30; under 


Eudocia Macrembolitissa, 780-1, 782, 
785-6 

Prependulia (of crowns), 130 

Prices, 4, 291 n. 

Prince Philipp Collection, see Philipp, 

Privy marks on tenth- and eleventh- 
century coins, 80-1; on Anonymous 
Folles, Class A2, 644-7; as dates (?), 
600-1; see also Accessory symbols, 
Officina letters 

Procopia (wife of Michael I), 129 n. 

Provincial mints, under Theophilus, 413- 
15 

Provisini, 58 

Protokharagi, 46 n. 

Protokharati , 46 n. 

Psellus, Michael, on Basil II’s appearance, 
145; on Romanus III, 711; on Michael 
IV’s appearance, 723; on the financial 
policies of eleventh-century emperors, 
42-4; on constitutional position of 
Michael V, 722; on Zoe and Theodora, 
731; role in accession of Isaac I, 754; 
of Constantine X. 759 n.; on Con¬ 
stantine X, 764; on Eudocia Macrem¬ 
bolitissa, 12; on Michael VII, 798, 
799; on miracle at Blachemae, 173 n.; 
uses polis for Constantinople, 47; astro¬ 
nomical writings of, 736 n. 

Pulcheria, founder of Church of Blacher- 
nae, 173; marriage coin of, 111 n., 146 

Purchasing power, 4 

Purses, payments in sealed, 20-1, 72 

Quarter dinar, see Ruba'i, Tari 

Ravenna, conquered by Lombards, 92-3, 
291, 297; mint of, 92-4 

Recutting of officina letters, see Die 
alterations 

Regency coinages, 11-12 

Reggio (Museum), coins at, 382 n. 
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Religious inscriptions, 182-3; invocations, 
183 

Religious types, normally on obverses of 
coins, 109 

Reliquary cross, at Limburg an der Lahn, 
176; suggested explanation of the 
design of Alexander's miliaresion, 
175 

Rex, title on coin, 177, 454, 456 
Ricotti Prina, D., collection, 326 
Rieti, fresco in church at, 132 
“Robe of lozenge [or square] pattern," see 

Robert Guiscard, see Guiscard, Robert 
Rodosto, monastery of, 39, 53 
Rohde, T., collection (dispersed), 278 n., 
310 n. 

Romantdi, 22. 51, 52, 53, 54, 58-9 
Romanus I, reign and coinage, 526-40, 
542-9, 554-5, 562-5, 570-3 
bust facing (portrait), wearing modified 
loros and holding globus surmounted 
by patriarchal cross, 555-6 
bust facing (portrait), wearing modified 
loros, in medallion of cross on 
miliaresion, 556-7 

bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
labarum, scepter and gl. cr., 562-5 
bust facing, wearing loros, 570-1 
bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing loros and holding patriarchal 
cross, 542-3; similar, but with Chris¬ 
topher, 546-7 

bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing modified loros and holding 
globus surmounted by long cross, 548 

coinage serves as model for that of 
Nicephorus II, 580 
design of his chlamys, 117 
emperor standing, wearing loros and 
holding gl. cr., being crowned by 
Christ, 545-6 

emperor standing, with Constantine VII, 


wearing loros and holding patriarchal 
cross and gl. cr., 549 
emperor standing between Constan¬ 
tine VII and Christopher, wearing 
loros and holding labarum scepter, 
547-8 

modified loros on coins of, 121 

pattern coins of, 99 

portraits of, 531-2 

said to have struck pentalaimia, 46 

seal of, 145 

standing Christ on solidi, 160-2 
Romanus II, reign and coinage, 574-7; on 
coins of Constantine VII, 538, 540, 
551-3, 568-9, 573 

anomalous form of globus linked with 
cross scepter, 132 
birth and coronation, 529 
bust facing, wearing elaborate costume 
and holding globus surmounted by 
long cross, 576-7 

bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing chlamys and holding patri¬ 
archal cross, 551-3; similar, but 
wearing loros, 568-9 
coin portraiture, 144 
decorated loros on coins of, 122 
ivory in Bibliothique Nationale, 120-1, 
574 

rarity of his solidi, 19 

reputed founder of Hosios Lucas, 166-7 

silver cross at Dumbarton Oaks, 755 

altered mosaic in Saint Sophia, see 
Constantine IX 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding gl. cr. and labarum, 718 
confusion with coins of Romanus IV, 
787 

discovers icon of the Virgin of Blacher- 
nae, 170, 174, 711 

emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding gl. cr., being crowned 
by Virgin, 715-18 




Christ in Santa Marit 


emperor standing, wearing modified 
loros, holding long patriarchal cross 
and globe surmounted by patriarchal 
cross, 719 

fineness of his gold, 40 

miliaresion imitated in Denmark, 103; 

in Finland, 103 n. 
monetary policy, 43 
proliferation of representations of the 
Virgin on his coins, 170 
Syrian campaign, 172 
weights of his tetartera, 32 

Romanus IV Diogenes, reign and coinage, 
785-97 

accession and constitutional status, 780 
/E in site finds, 642 

bust facing, wearing modified loros, 
holding patriarchal cross and gl. cr., 
795; similar, but holding gl. cr. and 
akakia, 792 

coins in Dinogetia Hoard, 787, 800 
coins technically those of Michael VII, 
109, 786 

confusion with coins of Romanus III, 
713, 787 

defeated at Manzikert, see Manzikert 
emperor standing with Eudocia, wearing 
modified loros and gl. cr., having 
marriage blessed by Christ, 788-91 
fineness of his gold, 40, 41 
half-figure, with Eudocia, wearing mod¬ 
ified loros, and holding globe with 
long cross, 791-2 
pattern tetarteron, 787, 792 
precedence on his coins, 109, 111, 
112 

"Six-headers," see Ek’us’tavi 
weights of his tetartera, 32 
see also Romanati 

Rome, mint of, 87-91; abnormal letter 
forms at, 87; debasement at, 8, 87; 
letters in field of coins, 87-8 

Rome, mosaic of Christ in San Prassede, 


150 n.; fresco of 
Antiqua, 165 n. 

RuiaH (quarter dinar), 26, 27 n. 

Russia, export of coins to, 102; imitation 

"Russian Nobleman" sale, 809 n. 

S, for kciI, 181, 189 

Saint Sophia, see Constantinople, Kiev, 
Thessalonica 

Saints, rarely represented on coins in 
this period, 146, 174; see Alexander, 
Michael 

Salerno, charters of, 47 n.; coinage of, 105; 
Salona, 53 

Saracens in Sicily, 417 
Sasanian dirhem, 5, 14 
Sasanians, 114 n. 

Saulcy, F. de, on imperial precedence, 
113; wrongly attributes ceremonial 
of Basil II, 611 

Scepters, 138-42; see also Cross, Labarum 
Schilbach, E., on Byzantine metrology, 
23 

Schindler, L., on mint of Basil I’sfractional 
JE. 479, 485 
Scifali, see Scyphati 

Scipio (consular eagle-topped scepter), 
140 n. 

Sclerena, 23, 43 
Scripulum, 30 

Scroll, held by Christ, see Christ, bust 
(Type IX) 

Scyphate, misuse of term, 6; see also 
Concave coins, Scyphati 
Scyphati, 6, 28 n„ 51, 52, 53, 59, 608 
Scylitzes, John, 35, on Anonymous Folles, 
634-5 

Sealed purses, see Purses 
Seals, 106, 146, 161, 165, 786 n„ 823; seal 
of Romanus 1,532; see also Bullae, gold 
Sebastos, title on seal of Nicephorus III, 
177, 822-3 
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Seated emperors, 108; type favored by 
Basil I, 475-6 
Seljuqs in Asia Minor, 97 
Semissis, denomination, 14; history of, 
15-16; list of later ones, 22; mark of, 
133; of Leo III, 230, 235, 246-8, 265-6; 
of Artavasdus, 284, 287; of Constan¬ 
tine V, 291, 294, 302, 310; of Nice¬ 
phoros I, 359; of Michael I, 363, 368, 
369; of Leo V, 381-3; of Michael II, 
392-3; of Theophilus, 416-21, 429-30, 
441, 444-5; of Basil I, 474 
Senzaton, 46, 146, 476 
Sergius I (duke of Naples), imitates coin 
of Theophilus, 85, 105, 413 
Shajah, 6 

Shams (Arabic countermark), 97, 98, 703 
Shield with *, 190, 254 n. 

Shilling, Germanic, 24 n. 

Shipwreck, coins lost in, 58 n. 

Sicilian hoard, coins from, 359 n., 400 n., 
491-4 

Sicily, conquered by Arabs, 24 
Sicily, minting in, 24; globular coins of, 
8, 24; weight of solidus, 25-6; use of 
Greek in, 184, 236; hoard from, see 
above. Sicilian hoard; hoard found off 
coast of, 284; imitations struck in, 444 
Sico (prince of Benevento), 86 
Siligoudes, 30 

Silver coinage, 62-8; ceremonial, 251,292; 
debasement of, 67, 822,829 n.; uncertain 
denominations, 278, 296, 315, 322, 324; 
see also Miliaresion, Half miliaresion. 
One-third miliaresion, Two-thirds mili- 

Silver famine in the eleventh century, 42, 
67-8, 600, 611-12 

Simon and Jude (Saints), on coins of 
Goslar imitated from Byzantine types, 
103 

Sinai, icon of Christ at, 164 n. 

Siponto, coin reference in document from, 
52 


"Six-headers,” see Ek'us'tavi 
Skeptatron (coin name), 53, 60 
Skeptron, meaning of, 138 n. 

Skutariotes, Theodore, 46 
Slavs, in Balkans, 3 
Solidi maiores, 52, 53, 54, 58 
Solidi struck on broad flans, under Nice¬ 
phoros I, 353, 355, 356; under Leo V, 
371; under Theophilus, 413, 427 n. 
Solidus ( nomisma ), monetary unit, 14, 45; 

history of, 19-44; weight of, 23-4 
Solidus dies, used for £1, 251 
Solidus manctisus, see Mancus 
Soiericus, 47, 50, 51, 54—5 
Soteriou, Maria, on thorakion, 125 
Souppedion, 115-16, 549 
"South Italian” gold, 85-6 
Southern Italy, Greeks in, 236 
Spahr, R., collection, 268, 400 n. 

Spanko Hoard, 104 n. 

Sparta Hoard, 639 n., 834 n., 837 
Spatharocandidali, 123 
Speech, gesture of, 150 
Speyer, coins of, with Byzantine proto¬ 
types, 103-4 

Split (Archaeological Museum), coins at, 

Srebreniki, coins of Kiev with Byzantine 
prototypes, 102 
Stamenon, 28-9, 51, 52. 53 
Standing figures, of emperors, 107-8; 
reintroduced by Basil I, 476; of Christ, 
160-4; of the Virgin, 171-2 
Star (*) preceding inscription, 371; pos¬ 
sible significance of, 320 n.; unusual 
form of (*), 488 n. 

Stars, on maphorion of Virgin, 170 
Stater, used of nomisma, 45 
Stauracius (logothete), 336 
Stauracius, reign of, 8, 362; on coins of 
Nicephoros I, 352-62 
Slavrata, 52, 59 

Stavrovotaniati, coins of Nicephoros III, 
61, 822 
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Stellatus, 28 n., 52, 59, 734-5 
Stephen II (pope), 89 
Stephen (son and colleague of Romanus I), 
526, 528, 537, 556-7 

Stephen II or III (duke of Naples), coins 
of, 85 

Sterling, 29 

Stratioticus, see Michael VI Stratioticus 
Suidas, 19, 291 

"Sun and moon,” see Helioselenaton 
Supernova of 1054, possible connection 
with stellati, 734-6 
Superposition of letters, 189 
Suspension in coin inscriptions, how 
shown, 189 

Sven Estrithson (king of Denmark), coin 
types copied from Byzantium, 713 
SviSdov (Bulgaria), coin found in excava¬ 
tions, 578-9 

Syracuse, mint of, 83-4; city blockaded 
by Arabs, 391; captured by Arabs 
(878), 478, 485 
"Syrian” Christ, 164-5, 454 

Tablion, 117-18; ornaments on, 607 
Talent, 17 n.; used for cenlenarion, 239 n. 
Taman Peninsula, coins from, 102 
Tanini, H., collection (dispersed), 422, 
459, 737 

from, 51; coin hoard at, 71 
Tari, meaning of term, 26-7, 52; in 
Ordona Hoard, 21 n. 

Tarteron, 29 
Taxation, 36-7 

Tbilisi (Museum), coins at, 642; icon at, 

Terlizzi coin references in charters of, 
52-3; dating clause, 782 n. 

Tetarteron, introduced by Nicephorus I, 
5-16, 581; history of, 28-39, 52, 53; 
under Basil II, 599, 601-3, 608-9; 
revived by Constantine IX, 73; in 
South Italy, 28-38 


Thearati, 50 

Thecla (dau. of Theophilus), coinage of. 
10; on coins of Theophilus, 407, 415, 
428; on coins of Michael III, 454, 
456-9, 461-2, 464-5 
bust facing, with Michael III, holding 
patriarchal cross, 461-2 
bust facing, with Theophilus and Theo¬ 
dora, wearing loros, 428 
role in government, 12 
Theodora (Saint, wife of Theophilus), 
on coins of Theophilus, 415; of Michael 
III, 456-9, 461-5 

bust facing, wearing loros, holding 
globus, surmounted by patriarchal 
cross, and cross scepter. 461-2 
bust facing, with Michael III, wearing 
loros, 463 

bust facing, with Theophilus and 
Thecla, wearing loros, 428 
marriage to Theophilus, 387, 406 
miniature of, 125 
regency of, 452-4, 456 
revives image of Christ on the coinage, 
146 

right of coinage, 11, 12 
Theodora (empress 1055-6), career of, 
727, 731, 733, 748, 754; joint coinage 
with Zoe, 731-2; sole reign and coinage, 
748-53 

bust facing, wearing elaborate costume, 
holding scepter and gl, cr., 752-3 
bust facing, with Zoe, wearing modified 
loros and holding labarum, 729 
costume of, 124,125 
empress standing, with Virgin, holding 
labarum, 750-2 
fineness of her gold, 40 
gold bulla of, 728, 731, 748 
large numbers of her tetartera, 28 
miserliness, 43 
on crown at Budapest, 124 
personal appearance of, 145 
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uses porphyrogenita title, 180, 753 
weights of her tetartera, 32 
Theodosius II, on marriage coin of 
Valentinianlll andLiciniaEudoxia, 146 
Theodosius III, features of his coins 
related to those of Leo III, 229, 293 
(C after officina letter on Constan- 
tinopolitan solidi), 235, 264 n. (P in 
field of Sicilian solidi), 236 (star ter¬ 
minating rev. inscr. on Neapolitan 
solidi), 237 (L * on Roman N) 

Theophano (Saint, first wife of Leo VI), 
507, 509 

Theophano (wife of Romanus II), marriage 
to Romanus II, 574; reign, 578-9; no 
coins known, 8; supposed coins of, 11, 
12, 578-9; banished, 589 
Theophilus, reign and coinage, 406-51; on 
coins of Michael II, 387-405, passim 
attribution of Italian gold, 85-6 
bust facing, wearing chlamys, holding 
cross and akakia, 430; holding cross 
potent, 402-3, 441; holding cross 
potent on globe, 401-2; holding 
gl. cr„ 400-1, 441-2. 443-6, 448-9, 
holding gl. cr. and akakia, 450-1; 
holding globus with patriarchal cross, 
443; holding patriarchal cross and 
akakia, 425-9, 433-4, 442 
bust facing, wearing loros, holding cross 
potent, 401, 403, 442, 443-7; holding 
gl. cr., 402, 441, 445-5; holding gl. cr. 
and cross scepter, 394-5, 424-5, 429, 
449-50; holding patriarchal cross, 446 
bust facing, with Constantine, wearing 
chlamys, 434; with Michael II, wear¬ 
ing loros, 397-9, 403-5; with Thecla 
and Theodora, wearing chlamys, 428 
chronological problems, 406-8 
coin type imitated in Germany. 103 
coins attributed to Naples, 85-7, 423, 
449-51 

control marks on solidi, 79, 80 


estimate of mint output, 96 

family coinage, 11 

follis imitated at Naples, 105 

gold ornaments melted by Michael III, 

half figure of emperor, wearing loros, 
holding labarum and gl. cr., 435-41 

metrology of follis, 69, 70 
posthumous (?) striking of folles, 456 
precedence on his coins, 112 
revives ceremonial coins, 98 
revives labarum on coins, 137-8 
semisses, 22 

solidus overstruck on one of Constan¬ 
tine V, 427 
tufa, 129 

use of pious epithets, 179 
weights of miliaresia, 65 
weights of Sicilian solidi, 26 
Theophylact (son of Michael I), 363-70, 

Thera Hoard, 413 

Thessalonica. coin reference in document 
from, 51; mint of, 74, 81; mint at¬ 
tributed to Basil II, 428; mint under 
Michael VI, 722, 726; possible mint for 
eleventh-century <45, 641-3, 802, 833, 
834; hoard from, 284; occupied by 
Nicephorus Basilacius. 833; icon of 
Christ in Church of the Holy Apostles, 
149; in that of Saint Sophia, 156 n. 

© beneath M, its interpretation, 389-90 
Thirty nummus piece, see Three-quarter 
follis 

Thomas the Slavonian, 8, 387 
Thompson, Margaret, classification of 
Anonymous Folles, 636-9; publishes 
early M of Leo III, 232 
Thorakion, 122, 124-5, 748 n., 781 
Thori{c)ati, 50, 55-6 
Three-quarter follis, 238, 278, 314 n. 
Thrones, 115; see also Christ seated, 
Emperor seated 
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Tiberius III, coin of, misattributed to 
Leo III, 254 n.; connections with 
coinage of Leo III, 236; countermarked 
coin of, 92, 97, 478 

Tiberius {son of Justinian II), 233, 
260 n. 

Tomos, 133 n. 

Torques, military, 122-3 
Toselli, A., collection, 728, 730 
Toumbikas (= Tit vincas), 182 
Toupha, see Tufa 

Tournai, Byzantine scepter-cross at, 140 
Trachy, meaning of term, 6-7, 39, 53; 

term transferred to billon coins, 7 
Trani, coin references in documents from, 
50-2 

Trefoil ornament, on crown of Alexander, 

592, 594; on scepters, 141 
Tremissis, denomination, 16; history of, 
15-16; list of later ones, 22; of Leo III, 
230, 235, 237-8, 240, 248-50, 266-7, 
270-1, 279, 281, 282; of Artavasdus, 
285, 289; of Constantine V, 291, 294, 
297-8, 310, 320-4; of Leo IV, 335; of 
Nicephorus I, 353, 357, 359; of Mi¬ 
chael I, 363, 368; of Leo V, 381-3; 
of Michael II, 392-3; of Theophilus, 
416-21, 442, 445-6; of Basil I, 474 
Tremiti, monastic documents of, 49 
Triake’pali, 62 
Trial issues, 20 

Triumphs, 175; of Theophilus, 407, 411, 
413; of Basil II, 175, 606 
Troia, reference to skyphati from, 51 
Tufa, 129-30, 413; supposed source of 
Moravian crown, 104 
Turin (Museo Civico), coins in, 268 n., 284, 
287, 289, 416, 428 n., 430 
Two-thirds Miliaresion, 64-5, 66; of Con¬ 
stantine IX, 747; of Theodora, 753; of 
Michael VI, 758; of Isaac I, 763; of 
Constantine X, 771-3; of Romanus IV, 
793-4; of Michael VII, 813-16; of 


Nicephorus III, 831; of Nicephorus 
Melissenus, 840 

Tzetzes, John, on tetarteron, 29, 31 
Usurpers, rarely issue coin, 8 

Valentinian III, marriage coin of, 146 
Value, marks of, 227; see Index V (a) 
Veglery, A., on Hi of Constantine V, 294; 
on coin inscriptions of Leo IV, 326; on 
coin inscriptions of Constantine VI, 
338; on Greek letters on eleventh- 
century coins, 766; on Narthex mosaic 
in Saint Sophia, 156 n. 

Vela, 138 

Vella Hoard, 65, 610, 611, 629, 630 
Venice, control letters on coins of, 81; 

Pala d'Oro in San Marco, 141 
Vestiarium, 73 

Vetus, as applied to coins, 54 
Victory, theme of, 227 
Vienna (Staatssammlung), coins at, 267 n„ 
276 n„ 277, 278 n., 281, 302, 429, 647 
Virgin, representations on coins, 169-74; 

first shown on coins of Leo VI, 508 
Virgin orans, bust (Blachernitissa), 171-4, 
512, 692-4, 728, 730, 747, 753, 757, 758, 
770, 773, 795, 817, 831, 840 
Virgin orans, bust having on breast a 
medallion of Christ (Episkepsis), 171, 
173-4, 732; imitated in Germany, 103 
Virgin orans, standing, 171,702-4,745-6, 
771-3, 811-12, 830 

Virgin, bust, holding medallion of Christ 
(Nikopoios), 171-2, 541, 631, 718, 784, 
791-3, 807-9, 813-15 
Virgin, seated, type not found on coins 
of this period, 170 

Virgin standing, holding Infant Jesus 
(Hodegetria), 171, 172, 719; labelled 
"Peribleptos’' on Ochrid icon, 713 n. 
Virgin with Emperor, two busts, holding 
patriarchal cross, 174, 584-5; Virgin 
crowning Emperor, 592-6 
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Virgin with Emperor, both standing, 
holding labarum, 750-2; Virgin crown¬ 
ing Emperor, 715-18, 756-7 (three- 
quarter length figures), 769-70 
Vocative case, 181 

Vogel, W., collection (now dispersed), 
376 n„ 746 n„ 757 n„ 761 n. 

Volaniali, coins of Nicephorus III, 61-2; 
see also Stavrovotaniati 

Waldeck collection, see Arolsen 
Warsaw (National Museum), miliaresia of 
Artavasdus at, 284 
Weight spread of folles, 69-70 
Whitting, P. D., collection of (now in 
Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Bir¬ 
mingham), 782; on Anonymous Folles, 
636-8 

Wroth, W., on provincial mints, 75; on 
Anonymous Folles, 635-8 
Wurzburg, coins of, imitating Byzantine 
type, 104 

Yale University Museum, coins in, 30, 33 
Zacharias (pope), 89 

Zacynthus, coin said to have been found 
on, 287 n. 

Zengids, coins of, imitating Byzantine 
types, 101 

Zeno, Apostolo, collection (dispersed), 
267 n„ 278 n., 739 n. 

Zeus (of Phidias), influence on representa¬ 
tions of Christ, 164 
Zlataritsa Hoard, 100 
Zoe Carbonopsina, on coins of Constan¬ 


tine VII, 533, 537, 539, 559-60, 569; 
marriage to Leo VI, 507; right of coin¬ 
age, 12; disgraced under Alexander, 
523; shown wearing chlamys, 123; 
wearing loros with collar, 124 
bust facing, with Constantine VII, 
wearing loros, holding patriarchal 
cross, 542; holding globus surmounted 
by plain cross, 541; wearing chlamys, 
holding patriarchal cross, 559-60 
Zoe, career of, 707, 720, 722, 727-32; 
joint reign with Michael VI, 727-30, 
with Theodora, 731-2; coins of, 728-30, 
732 

bust facing, wearing elaborate costume, 
holding globus, surmounted by patri¬ 
archal cross, and scepter, 730 
bust facing, wearing elaborate costume, 
holding scepter and globus with 
trefoil ornament, 728, 729, 730 
bust facing, with Theodora, wearing 
elaborate costume and holding laba¬ 
rum. 732 
costume. 123 

devotion to Antiphonetes icon, 163 

incidence of her coinage, 11 
miniature of, 145 
mosaic in Saint Sophia, 129, 130 
on crown at Budapest, 124 
pattern coins of, 99 
personal appearance of, 145 
Zoe and Theodora, coinage of joint reign, 
731-2; coin type imitated in Germany, 
103 

Zonaras, John, on the tetarteron, 36 


INDEX IV 

Principal Inscriptions, including Mint-Marks 
Byzantine coin inscriptions are often so blundered that no useful purpose would be 
served by indexing every variety that occurs. Those given here represent the inscriptions 
in what seem to be their standard forms, taking account of variations of substance but 
not of haphazard contractions, misspellings, and the like unless they occur repeatedly 



cases been preferred to those occurring on the coins themselves, since it would be point¬ 
less to record the countless variations of, e.g. IhS XPS on eleventh-century coins, and it 
would be undesirable to create the impression of particular deformations being charac¬ 
teristic of specific reigns where this is not the case. Breaks between words have been 
normalized for the same reason. Officina letters and other control marks are omitted from 
solidus inscriptions but are listed in Index V (c) 4. Occasional deviations from a strictly 
alphabetical order are due to the desirability of keeping closely related inscriptions to- 

g I have followed the example of Mme Morrisson in the Bibliotheque Nationale catalogue 
in placing Greek and Latin inscriptions in the same alphabetical sequence, since the 

mixed indiscriminately together. The order of the Latin alphabet has been followed, so 
that Greek letters are placed in the position of their customary Latin equivalents, with G 
treated as TH, X as CH, and P as R. C and K have been treated as distinct, so that 
COnST and CVRI£ will be found under C when they are spelled in this way. 


AA and XX, vertically, 106, 256-8; see 
also XX AA 

-FALCXAndROS AH9HSTOS ROm', 524 
+AL6XAndROS en xw ahtocr' pistos 
€HS£ b' bASIL’ ROm' fAte£av8pos £v 
Xpurrco OVTOKpdrtep irurrbs tOoepfis 
pacriAeOs ’Pwpakov), 525 
ANN and XX, vertically, 106, 255, 259 
*AIinA S AnAStASIA (daughters of 
Theophilus), 428 

ANNO XX or XXI, vertically, 106, 253-4 
ARtAHASDOS S fllChFOROS 6C Q€H 
bASILIS+ (’ApT&fJacrSos xai Nixrifopos 
£x GeoO paoiXtls), 288 
AV<5(<i'), 107, 177 

B, as countermark, 92, 97 
fi (Basil I), 504-6 
BA (Basil I), 504 
B and A (paoiksTs?), 178, 331—2 
bAS', 178 

4-bASIL' C COnStATltl' b' R' (BcotIAeios 
xotl KcovotovtIvos paoiXsis 'Pcopaltov, 
Basil II and Constantine VIII), 613-26 
+bAsiL' c constAir noPFVPov rris- 
tOI bAS' POimAIW (BoolAtios xai 
Kcova-ravrlvos rropqi vpoy£ vver os pacrtXels 


'Pcouaicov, as last), 628-9; with FllStV 
for TTISrOI, 627, 630-1, 632 
+bAsiL constAnr s Leon en ©o 

bASILS ROmeOn (BaoDieios Kcovorav- 

Basil I), 496-500 
bACIA€IOC(b) (same), 468, 503 
bASILIO' AMS' (same), 491, 501-2 
bASILIO' AVtOS (BacriAsios avyouo-ros, 
same), 490 

-FbASIL(IOS) S COnStAn' bASILIS (same), 
494-5 

+bAsiL(io) s const Ann nos en So 
bASILIS ROmAIOn (same), 493-6 
4-bASILIOS AMSMSt' b' (BacrIAeios c.0- 
youirros pairiAfus, same), 489 
-FbASILIOS bASILCVS (same), 490; fol¬ 
lowed by *, 500-1 

-FbAsiuos ce const Ant in' pisrv 
bASILIS Romeo' (Bcroiteios xai K«v- 
otovtTuos Tnoroi paoikeTs "Pcopaltov, 
same), 491-2 

*bASILIOS 6C G6H bASILCVS- b'* (Bcxri- 
Asios ex GeoO paoiXeOs pamAfcov (?], 
same), 477, 487 

-FbASiLios en ©eo bASiLevs Romeon 
(same), 500-1 
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bASILIOS et COnSCAnC' AHW b' 
(same), 487-9 

+bASILIOS S COnSC' AHSS' (same), 
493-4, 495-6 
bASILIS (pooiXels), 178 
-FbASILIHS RCX*, 177, 466-7 

C, for S, 189 

C B N B in quarters of cross (Z-rcwpi 
piof|8Ei NiKqipipov BpuEvvico, Nicephorus 
Bryennius), 836-8 
C€ (koI), 80, 189 

C and I (ZiksMcO, 84, 265, 266-7, 384 
C 0 N A in quarters of cross (Z-raupt 
ifu/VanE Nncqtpopov 8«nr6Tqv, Nice¬ 
phorus III), 831-2 
CIK', 73, 84. 334 

CON ( Constantinopolis ), 73, 77, 253-4 
CONB, 280 

CONOB (Constantinopolis obryzum), 73, 
77, 93, 241-2, 248, 251, 264, 269-70, 
271-2, 279, 280, 286 (COBOB), 287, 
317-18, 322-4 

COnCC (Kcomrrairrlvos, son of Leo V), 
385 

+COnSt' bASIL' ROm' (Constantine VII), 
565-7 

-t-const' en eeo bAsiLevs Romeon 

(KcovotovtIvos f v Qsco pacnXeOs 'Pcouaicov, 
Constantine VII), 565-7 
+CONST’ ce ROfnAn’ b' ROm' (Con¬ 
stantine VII), 568-9 

+coNSt' ce ROmAn en xrisc' b' 
ROfneO (KovotovtIvos Kai ‘Popavbs tv 
Xpiirrcp paoiAsis 'Pcopalcov, Constan¬ 
tine VII), 568-9 

CONST LeO PP (Constantine V), 317-18 
+consE't' noRFVRoq' ce RomAno 
en xu evseb' b' Rumeon (Kcovotov- 
tTvos TTOpcpoupoyivviiTOS Kai 'PcopawSs 
tv Xpio-rw suospsls paoihsls ‘Pwpaiwv, 
Constantine VII), 557-8 
CONSTANT (Constantine, son of Basil I). 
503 


+COnStAnt' AVC'CRAC' b' R' (Kcov- 
o-ravTtvos aOroKparcop paaiAtus "Pco- 
paluw, Constantine VII), 550-1 
-t-COnSTAnt' bASIL' ROm' and variants 
(Constantine VII), 560-1 
COnSTAnt' -oesp' (Constantine, son of 
Leo V), 375-6 

+COnStAnt' ■Despot' (Constantine, 
son of Theophilus), 425 

+constAnt' en xw ahtocr' pisc 

bASIL' ROm' (KcovoTairrTvos fv Xpicrrw 
ovrOKparcop TTicrro^ paoiAsus 'Pcopaicov, 
Constantine VII), 554 
COnSCAnr ec XPISTOF' b' R' (same), 
545 

COnSCAnC S eVOOCIA* (Constantine, 
son of Basil I), 489 

COnSCAnr' ce ROmAn' AHSS b' (Con¬ 
stantine VII and Romanus I), 542; 
(Constantine VII and Romanus II), 
551-3 

COnSTAnC' ce ZOH b' (or bASILIS 
ROmeON) (KwvoravrTvos Ka! Zcoi) 
paotXsTs [‘Pupafav], Constantine VII), 
559-60 

COnSCAnt' ce ZWH b' ROm' (Con¬ 
stantine VII), 541 

+conscAnt' ce zwh en xu b' r' 
(same), 542 

COnSCAnri(n) (Constantine, son of Theo¬ 
philus), 443 

COnSCAnil(nOS) (Constantine, son of 
Leo V), 380-3 

■fCMnSCAnrh bASILeH(S) Rrn (Constan¬ 
tine IX), 738-45 

-KXOnSCAnrin bASILCHS ROm (Con¬ 
stantine VIII), 608-10 
-t-consrAnrm' en 50 bASIL' Rom 
(Constantine VII), 560-1 
consrAnrme s Leon ec een bAStus- 
(Constantine V), 302-3 
COnSCAncmOS[ (Constantine VII), 550 
COnSCAnCinOS bAS’ (Constantine VI), 
341-2 
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consEAntinos r' b' A' s(vn) mini 
A(V)r miTRI AV' or variant (Kcowrrav- 
tTvos |3aoiAe0s ... (?) Btowrns aOv 

Eiprjvr) auyouarfj nrjTpi avroO, Con- 

conscAncmos ce RomAn' en xw b' R' 

(Constantine VII and Romanus II), 549 
consEAnemos s mini ec een bASiLis 
(KcowrravTlvos Kai Elp^vq Ik ©sou paai- 
AtTs, Constantine VI), 342-4 
consEAnemos s Leon o neos (Kuv- 

cttcivtIvos ml Aton 6 vlos, Constan¬ 
tine V), 300-1 

+C(OTlSEAneinOS bASILeVS Rm and 
variants (Constantine IX), 738-45 
COnSEAnEinHS (Constantine V), 248 
COre A A L€0 and variants, blundered 
(Constantine V and Leo IV), 308-10 
C R P A in quarters ol cross (iTccupl 
(3or|6£i 'Pcouavco Ssenrorn, Romanus IV), 
796-7 

CEAV vertically (ZraupaKios, Stauracius, 
son of Nicephorus I), 360-1 

D, DN, DNO, 107, 170, 181 
6 AREA4ASDOS MILE (Artavasdus), 181, 

D CONSTI (Constantine V), 271 
X> COSNEA (same), 265 
D L€0 (Leo III), 270 
D Leo P A (same), 270 
D L60 PP AV (same), 269, 270 
"O L€ON M4L' (same), 250 
D L€ON P (same), 271, 279 
6 L€ON P A M4LT (same), 279-302 
6 NIChFORMS M4LT4 (Nicephorus, son 
of Artavasdus), 181, 286-7 
■o N AISE4LF R (Aistulf, king of the 
Lombards), 93 

6 N AREA4ASD4S M4 (Artavasdus), 
286-7 

T> N CONSEANEIN4S M (A) (Constan¬ 
tine V), 242-6, 247-50, 255-9, 281, 
299-300, 302 


■O N CONEAN (Constantine V), 268 
D N L€0 [.. .]TAZ (Leo III), 324 
D N Leo PeRPeT4[ (same), 280 
DN L€ON PC A (same), 264 
■OeSPO>, 86 

+A€CnOINA CWZOIC 6VC€RH MONO- 
MAXON (Aforroira owtois eoos|3fi Movo- 
paxov, Constantine IX), 745-6 
oecnvnA. so 

DNO ARTA4AS"DO (Artavasdus), 288-9 
DNO CON(S)TANTIN and variants (Con¬ 
stantine V), 264-5, 266-7, 273-8, 288, 
303-5, 317-24 

"OND CONTAN M (same), 264 
DND L€0 M (Leo III), 268 
DNO LCO P A M4L (same), 273-8, 318-22 
■OND L€ON P A M4L (same), 241-50, 
251, 253-9, 264-6, 271-2, 280-2, 308- 
10, 314-15 

DNO NICIFORO (Nicephorus, son of 
Artavasdus), 288-9 

"04LOS XPISE4 S PISEOS, see ©COFILOS 
+AVO T6TAPTWN (6uo Terdpruv), 30 

6IRINH bAS', bASILISSH (Elpfjvii |Jaoi- 
XIooti, Irene), 349, 350, 351 
+6MMANOVHA fEp|iai>ouf|A), 162, 163, 
182, 648-84, 777-8 

en criseo, 80 
en xw, so 

en eovew niCAE' bASiLei c cunsE' 
(’Ev ToCrrco vikSts BaoiAsios mi Ktov- 
cttovtTvos, Basil II and Constantine 
VIII), 628-30, 632-3 
en TOVT6) NIKAT6 KWN KAI 6VAOKIA 
(Constantine X and Eudocia Macrem- 
bohtissa), 771 

€N TOVTU NIKAT6 MIXAHA KAI MAPIA 
(Michael VII and Maria of Alania), 
810-11 

€N TOVTCO NIKATe +NIKH® KAI MAPIA 
(Nicephorus III and Maria), 829 
€VAO RACIA (EuSoxid pcarlAimra, Eudocia 
Macrembolitissa), 792 



+CVAOKIA S MIXAHA RC (Eudocia and 
Michael VII), 781,784 

H RAAX€PNIT(I)CA ft BXoxepvlTioo-o), 
171, 747, 753, 758 

H K4PI10TICCA ft Kupiebnotra), 171 
H NIKOnOIOC (#) Nikotcoios), 171 
H€' for N€ (? Neafolis), 86 

I and k, 596 

IhS XPS R€X RC9NANTIHM (’ftooOs 
Xpitrros Rex Regnantium), often with 
badly deformed letters, 154, 159, 162, 
487-9, 513-14, 582-5, 592-6, 613-26, 
708-10, 715-18, 724-6, 738-45, 750-2, 
756-7, 761-3, 767-70, 783-4 
IhSHS XRIStOS, 182, 463-4, 524, 548 
IhSHS XRISCMS bASIL€H bASILC flticous 
XpioTOS BatJiAeus BccaiAtov), 182, 634, 
648-75 

IhSHS XRlStHS OICA, 231, 251-3, 288, 
302-3, 330-1, 342-4, 366-7, 376-7, 
395-6, 430-3, 464-6, 491-2, 514-15, 
525, 554-8, 585-6, 596-8, 627 
+HAIOCCAHNATON ftAiooEAnvarrov), 57 
imP€RAT'(or), see (IllhAeL 
IPCN ArOSC (Elpfiwri aOyouorri), 350 
iRinH Arovsn, 341-2 
ifc and /C, 595-6, 623 
1C and 9t, 159, 162, 182, 648-706, 729, 
752-3, 763, 774-8, 789-91, 794, 796, 
803-6, 816, 817-20, 824-8, 831-2, 
_836-8 

1C XC Nl KA (or NI RA) in quarters of 
cross, 681-4, 705-6; beside head of 
Christ, 796-8 

IS X5 bASILC bASIL(C), 182, 676-81, 
685-90 

+ICAAKIOC RACIACVC P(C0)M flcctdKios 
BaoiAeus 'Pcouaicov, Isaac I), 761-3 
I U A n (’Icoivwqs, John I) in field, 
596-8 

iWAmv en x-oi AvrocRAT evseb' 
bASILGVS RUmAIW' fludvvtis iv 


Xpiorcp OWTOKpaTUp t0o£pT)S BaOlAeuS 

•Pcopd.cov, John I), 596-8 
-HUMAN S 6VAOKIA, see +PWMAN S 
CVAOKIA 

K and cross, as monogram, 89, 322 
K and ACON (or ACMN) vertically (Con¬ 
stantine V and Leo IV), 312-14 
+KC R,0, MIXAHA ACCnOTH TO) AOVKA 
(K6pi£ (3of|0£i Mi/aflA Beatrou] t£ 3 AoOwy, 
Michael VII), 816 

+KS R,G, PMMAN6) ASCnOTH TW 
AIOr€N6l (KOpis |3of|6fi ‘Pcopcn^ 6to- 
tS Aioyfvei, Romanus IV), 

794 

K€ ROH0, ICAAKIO) OP0OAOn(O A6C- 
nOTH TU KOMNHH61 (Kupie PoiiOei 
’ loacreiM 6p9o8o§co Scono-ni to Kopvri vw, 
Isaac I), 763 

+KC bOH 06 l ROmAIKA 'OCCrrOtH 
(KOpie [5oi ! |8ei 'P<ouauffii Seoitotij, Ro¬ 
manus I), 544-5 

K ONC vertically (Constantine, son of 
Leo V), 383-4 
KONCT (same), 384-5 
KOI, KWT (Constantine, son of Basil I), 
504-5; (Constantine VII), 573 
+KUN RAC.A, O AOUKAC (Kcorarav- 
tivos paoiAeOs 6 AoOxas, Constan¬ 
tine X), 767-70 

KWN RACIA O AUK (same), 770 
+K61N RACIA6VC O AOVK (same), 777-8 
K(0N MX ANA (Kcovotoutios, Mixed)*, 
’AvSpivtKOS, Constantius, Michael VII, 
Andronicus), 789-91 

+KUN S CVAOKIA nlCTOI RACIACIC 
PWMAIC0N (KcovoTavTivos koi E 68 okIo 
■mcrrol paoiAels ‘Pcouakov, Constan¬ 
tine X), 771 

KWNC (or RUNS) and ACCn, vertically 
(Constantine V), 179, 236, 269, 311 
+KWNT AK CVAK AVTO (KtowrravTlvos 
6 Aoukos, EOSoida dOyoiArra, Constan¬ 
tine X and Eudocia), 774-6 



A A (Alcov, 'AAi§av5pos, Leo VI and 
Alexander). 522 
A€ (Aitov, I.eo VI), 521-2 
A€0* (or AEON) vertically (Leo V), 
383-5 

A60T1 (Leo V), 385 

A60N and N€OV, vertically (Alcov A vtoj, 
Leo IV), 311 

AEON and A€Cn, vertically (Altov 5 hjtto- 
■nis, Leo III), 178, 236, 269, 312-14 
+L£On bASIL S consr AMRS' (Alcov, 

Leo [VI], Basil I and Constantine), 
496-9; without S, 499-500 
Leon bASIL 1 (Alcov (SccctiXeOs, Leo V), 
377-8 

Leon bASILe(H) (same), 380-3 

• Leon bASILeHS (same), 375-6, 383 
+L€On bASILEHS ROm(*) (Leo VI), 

515-16, 518-21 

+L€on ce consentin' en x-oj 
evsebis bASIL, ROm' (Altov xal Kcov- 
crravrlvos iv Xpiorco eOtjepels pamtels 
‘Ptoiialcov, Leo VI and Constantine VII), 

+L60n C€ ALen' AVRR' (Altov KOI 
’AAl|av8pos a&yovo-roi, Leo VI and 
Alexander), 491, 501-2 

• Leon "OeSPOriSK- (Leo V), 375 

Leon En crisso bASiLens Romeon 

(Alcov iv Xpio-rco paoiXsiis 'Pcovaicov, 
Leo VI), 512 

Leon en x-u bAsiLens Romeon (same), 
512 

+Lecon en x-co evsebHS bASiLevs 

RWmAIWn (same), 514 

+Leon en eeo bASiLevs Romeon 

(Alcov iv 0Etp patnAcvs 'Pcouaicov, same), 
515-16, 518-21 

Leon €T COnSTAnT AHW Rom' (Leo 
VI and Constantine VII), 513-14 
Leon PAP' COnSTAntinOS PAt HR (Altov 
rrainros Ktovoravrivo; narfip, Leo III 
and Constantine V), 328-30 


+L€On S ALenAnAROS (Leo VI and 
Alexander), 516-18 

-neon s ALenAnsRos bASIL' Romeon 
(same), 516-18 

Leon S CON (Leo III), 260-3 
Leon S const' (Leo V), 378-80 
Leon s constAntine ec een bASiLis- 

(Alcov Ktti KcovotovtIvos Ik 9eou patriots, 
Leo III), 181, 251-3; without final 
pellet (Leo IV). 330-1 
+Leon s constAntine ec een bASius 

ROmAIOn (Leo V), 376-7 

Leon vs s esson constAntmos o 

IieOS (Alcov ul6; xat eyyovos, Kcowrrav- 
tIvos 6 vlos, Leo IV and Constan¬ 
tine VI), 328-30 

AK (Altov, KcovotcivtIvos, Leo V and Con¬ 
stantine), 385-6 

R and 0 (Mi’yrrjp Geou), in field 1., 183, 
583-4; in field r„ 750-2;_in field I. 
and r„ 719, 730; with SR and R0 
( 0 eot 6 k£ poi'iflei) beneath, in field I. and 
r., 795; with I beneath M, in field 1., 584 
M andSv, in field 1. and r., 702-4, 812-15 
MS or RS, in field r„ 592-6; vertically 
after inscr., 592-4 

R0 or M© in upper field center, 716-18 
HP and 6V, 171, 183, 631, 692-4, 718, 
730, 732, 745-7, 753, 757-8, 770-3, 
784, 791-3, 807-9, 811-12, 830, 840; 
FP and 812, 813; RD and &/, 813 
+IT1ARIA+, 171, 183, 512 
MB (Mtxat)A, Bcttrlteios), 91, 469-70 
+ffi?R 0q DeDonAsm o eis se euiizcoN 
OMC AnOT.X, (MiyrTip SeoO 8e8o§cro- 

ulvti 4 els oe IXirilcov ow dtTTOToyxdvei), 
631 

+mihA6L imPeRAT 1 ( Michael imperator, 
Michael III), 177, 466-7 
miX[ (Michael I). 367 
+MIX €HAK K60NS (MiyaiiX, EOSoxia, 
KcovCTTdvTios, Eudocia Macrembolitissa), 
181, 783-4 
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MIXA vertically (Michael I), 369-70 
miXAHA (Michael III), 468, 469 
+miXAHA AVtOCRAt' (Mi X af|X aoTO- 
Kpdrrcop, Michael VI), 756-7 
miXAHL (bA) (Mi X ai)X paaiAsus, Michael I), 
368-9; (Michael II), 399-403; (Mi¬ 
chael III), 464, 468 

+MIXAHA RACI(A) 0 A (Mi X ar|X paaiXeus 
6 AoOkos, Michael VII), 803-7, 818-20 
•miXAHL bASIl.es (Michael I), 366, 368; 
(Michael II, with # before inscr.), 
396-7; (Michael III, with + before 
inscr.), 463-4 

*miXAHL bASILGMS (Michael II), 394-5 
+miXAHL bASILCHS RID (Michael IV), 
724-6 

-pmiXAHL Aesnoc (Mi X crt|X BeatrAnis, 
Michael IV), 726 

-HTIIXAHL T36SPOCIS (Michael III), 428- 
9, 430 

+miXAHL €C 0€H PIStOS bASIL€HS 
ROmAIOn (Mi X af|X Ik ©sou moT6s 
PaaiXsOs ‘Pcopalcov, Michael III), 465-6 
MIXAHL KAI MARIA fllCTOI RACIA6IC 
PtOMAItON (Mi X df|X Kal Mapla morel 
paoiXsts ‘Pcopalcov, Michael VII), 183, 
810-11 

+MIXAHA MAPIA, see +0K6 ROH0 
+fniXAHL pisros mesAS bAsmens 
ROdlAIOIl (Mi X crf|X mcrris ptyas (Jaai- 
Xsu; ‘Pcopalcov, Michael III), 466 
+IT1IXAHL S COnSCAnTTITV (Michael II 
and Constantine, son of Theophilus), 
425-8, 442 (COnSt ATlt), 446-7 

(Const), 451 (completely blundered) 
ITIIXAHL S 06CLA (Mi X af|X xal ©taXo, 
Michael III), 461-3 
miXAHL S ©eOOOPA (same), 463 
miXAHL S ©€OF' (Mi X crf)X xal ©s6?iXos, 
Michael II), 397 

+miXAHL S ©60FIL6 ec ©CM bASILIS 
ROmAIOn (Mi X afiX Kal ©soipiAs Ik 
© sou paaiXsis ‘Pcopalcov, Michael II), 
395-6 


miXAHL S ©€OFILOS (same), 398-9 
+miXAHL S ©eOFVLACte 6C ©S bASILIS 
ROmAIOn (Mi X af)X Kal ©so^uXaicTe Jk 
©eoO paaiXsis 'Pcopalcov, Michael I), 
182, 366-7 

miXAHL 0 (Michael III and Theodora?), 
467 

-t-mixAHL eeoooRA s ©ccla ec ©• 
bASILIS ROmAIOn (Mi X afiX, ©soScbpa 
Kal ©fxAa Ik ©sou paaiXsis 'Pcopalcov, 
Michael III), 464-5 
MHLtWS AN, 177 

N AeC vertically (Nncrppopos Ssottottis, 
Nicephoros I), 361 
N€AnOAIC (NfcnroXis, Naples), 85 
Nl KA, see 1C SC Nl KA 
niCF vertically (Nicephoros II), 585-6 
niCFOROS bA (Nicephoros I), 359 
+mcHF en x-o> aveocrat evseb' 

bASILCVS RUmAIW (NiKn?6pos tv 
Xpicrrcj) auTOKpctTCOp EuatPns paaiXsOs 
‘Pcopalcov, Nicephoros II), 585-6 

+mcHF en ©eco bAsmevs RwmAiwn 

(Nicephoros II), 586-8 
niCIFOR' bAS' (Nicephoros I), 357 
niCIFOROS bASILe' (same), 355-7 
niCHFOP' ce bASIL' AHS5 b R' (N1OT196- 
pos Kal BaaIXsios aOyoucnoi paaiXsis 
'Pcopalcov, Nicephoros II), 181, 184, 
582 

niChFORHS M (Nicephoros, son of Arta- 
vasdus), 287 

NIK-I-OP, KAI RACIA' AVr’ R, P, (Nikt)- 

ip6pos Kal BaaIXsios aOipoucrroi PaaiXsis 
‘Pcopalcov, Nicephoros II), 184, 583 
NIKH vertically (Nicephoros I), 360 
+NIKHOP Aecm (Nicephoros III), 824, 
827 

+NIKH4JP Aecm TO) RO)TANIAT(H) 
(NiKTi<popcp 6 eott6tt| Tip BoTavidm], 
same), 825-7, 829-31 
NIKH®(P) KAI MAPIA niCTOI RACIACIC 
P0)mAI0)N (same), 829 



+NIKHOOPOC T(0 RWTANIAT' (same). 

NNN XXX, vertically, beside M, 106, 
190; see also XXX NNN 

O ANTRMONHT, (6 ’Ainupcovryn'is). 162, 
182, 729 

O XAAKHTHC (6 XoAKiynB). 160-1 
OAOTPAXON (iAArpaxov), 55 

n or A (noXis, i.e., Cherson), 91, 469, 
504; AX (iroXts Xepafcvos), 91, 469, 525 
PA MML, 177 

+nAAION OAOTRAXON (iraAatAv 6X6- 
TpaXOv), 55 
PAPA (papa), 86 

nAP0€N£ COI nOAVAIN€ OC HAIHKe 
nANTA KATOR0OI (napOtvE aoi iro- 
AOaive 3; f|XTriKS nAvra KoxopfloT), 

719 

+pisto en eeo bASiL€vs pomeon 

(Xpio-rdipopos tv QiS> (kuriXeus 'Ptopafov, 
Christopher, son of Romanus I), 561 
PP A VC, 177 


('PcopavAs, Ktovcrravrlvos et Xpiorocpd- 
pos paaiAeis ’Pcouaicov, Romanus I), 
547-8 

+P03MAN’ A€Cn (Romanus IV). 792 

RwmArr en ©eto bAsiLevs ptomAiun 
(Romanus I), 562-5 

ROmAn' €t COnStAnt' AH55' b' (same), 
543 

ROmAn' 6T XPISTOFO' AHSS b’ (same), 
546-7 

4-PtOmAN S eVAOOKIA ('Po>uav6s Kal 
ECiSokIo, Romanus IV), 789-92 
+RomANO' conscAnr ce xpistof' 
en xco evseb' bAsiL' R' fPwpavos, 

KcovotovtIvos Kal Xpicrrofipos tv Xpnrrip 
e0oe|3eTs paoiXtls ‘Pcouakov, Roma¬ 
nus I), 554 

-FRomAno' conscAnc- sTeFAnos ce 
COnSCA' en XW b’ R' ('Pcouavos, 
KcovctovtIvos, Z-rapavos Kal Kcov<rrav- 
tTvos tv Xpurru paaiXfl; ‘Pcoijalojv, 
same), 556-7 

ROmAnO ev eeo b' R' (same), 555-6 
-FRomAno' xpiscofor' ce constAn' 
en X(0 evseb' bASIL' R' (same), 555 


R, Rl, and *R, mintmarks of Rome, 73, 
and see Index V 
RAV (Ravenna), 73, 93 
R6X, see -FbASILIHS R€X* 

RID, 73, and see Index V (c) 

£, £ (P and 6) ligatured, Romanus I), 
571-2 

ROm, 73, 278 

pum A (‘Pwpavds SeottAttis, Romanus 
IV), 795 

ROmAN' AVTOCRAT' ROm' (‘Pwpavbs 
aOroKpca-cop 'Pupaicov, Romanus II), 
576-7 

-FPWmAn bASILCVS ROJm' (Romanus I). 
562-5 

ROmAn ce COnStAn[ (Romanus I and 
Constantine VII), 548 
RomAn' const' et xpistOF' b' R' 


SC and L (Sicilia), 84, 267-8 
SeRRIV DVX (Sergius III, duke of Naples), 
85 

ST (for Stephanus, duke of Naples), 85 
STAVRACI bL3S (ZtoupAkios paotAeCis, 
Stauracius, son of Nicephorus I), 359 
StAVRACIS "OeSPO' (ZravpAKios 8 eott6 - 
ttis, same), 355-7; blundered to 

tAVCHoeapoHE, AvciceapoHe, 354, 
361; to AlCIOeZPOHe, 450 


CAVCHOeZPOHe, sec StAVRACIS 


TeTAPTEPON (TETop-rnpiv), 30 
0£K' eeOF' 06' (0EKXa, ©£091X05, 0eo- 
6c6pa, Theophilus), 181, 428 
+eeOAWP(A) AVrOV(CTA) (OtoScbpa 




INSCRIPTIONS, 


aOyovora, Theodora, daughter of Con¬ 
stantine VIII), 750-3 
+06OAOPA 'OeSPVIVA (©EoScopo Sto- 
iroiwa, Theodora, wife of Theophilus), 
461-2 

6€0FIL(0S) (Theophilus), 443-6 
eeOFiLe Avsovsrg sv dicas (©eo^iAe 

OUcpOVOTE oil vikos) , 435-41 
eeOFIL' bASIL', 435-41 
eeOFIL(OS) bAS(ILC') and variants, 428- 
9, 430, 444, 446-9 
+eeoFiLOs bASne, 442 
*©€OFILOS bASI' and variants, 429, 
441-2, 449-51 
*• eeOFIL! bASIL', 433-4 
©60FIL0 OeSPS (Geo^iAos SscnriTiis), 
400-3 

+eeOFILOS "DHLOS XPISTH PISTOS €0 
AVCO bASILEH' ROmAIOn (©eO^iAos 
SoOAos Xpiorou mords Iv aCrrcp paoiAcOs 
•Pcoiiaicon), 180, 431 

+06OFILOS €C 0€H bASILEHS ROmAICM, 
430 

+06OFILOS €C 06H TTIOTOS bASIL€4S 
ROmAIOD (0&6*piAos he 0 eou ttiot6s 
paorAsOs ‘Pcoua(tov), 432 
©€OFILOS S COHSCAnr (©£69*05 Kal 
Kcownavrlvos), 434 

+06OFILOS S conscAncmos OML4 
XRIST4 S PISCH bASILS ROIDAIO' (0 e6- 

Kai Ttiorof pacriAels ’Pwiraiwv), 430 
+00OFILOS S miXAHL €C 0€ bASILIS 
ROmAIOn (©E691A0S Kal MixcrfiA Ik ©eou 
PaoiAeis 'Pcouaicov, Theophilus and 
Michael III), 432-3 

0€O®HA vertically (©eofOAaKTOS, Theo- 
phylact, son of Michael I), 369-70 
TH[ ]4LAC (same), 369 
©gOtHLACC (same), 368 
0COFVLACCOS ‘D6(SP)i (same), 366 
+0EOTOC' b'H©' niCHF' OeSP' (0EO- 
toke pof|fl£i Nuoiipdptp 6 e(T 7 t 6 ti], (Nice- 
phorus II), 179, 583-5 


MINT-MARKS 881 

+0€OTOC' bOH©' ICO A6CP (©eot6ke 
poi)6ei *lcodvvr) 6ecttt6tt), John I), 179, 
592-6 

+06OTOK' ROH©€l, 771 

0C6 B,0, TOIS BASIL,S, (©eotoke 
pof|8£i T015 paaiAtOoi, Basil II and 
Constantine VIII), 631 

©C€ bOH©' RCOmAIKO (Romanus III), 
715-18 

0K6 B,0„ 730 

+SK6 R,©, KC0N ACCnOTH (Con¬ 
stantine X), 773 

©Ke R,0, RSR A0CI1OTH TC0 AOVKA 
(Constantine X), 773 

SRC R,0, KC0NCTANTINC0 ACCnOTH 
TC0 MONOMAX' (0 eot 6 ke poi)eei Kwv- 
arauriucp 5 eott 6 tii tco Movopdxcp, Con¬ 
stantine IX), 747 

+0KS R,0, MIXAHA A6CTTOTH TCO 
AOVKA (0eot6ke pof|6si Mixaf|A Sect- 
ttotij tco AouKa, Michael VII), 814-15, 
817-18 ' 

+0K€ R© NIKH0>P TCO AeCITOTI TCO 
MgAICHNU (0 eot 6 k£ ( 3 ot) 9 ei Nixucpopco 
t$ Seowrg t§ MeAioriv$, Nicephorus 
Melissenus), 840 

+SK5 R,©, PC0MANC0 AeCTOTH TCO 
AlOreNCI (©eotoke Poi“| 9 ei 'Pcouavcp 
Sto-ironj Tcji Aioylvei, Romanus IV), 793 

+©K6 R© TAC RACIAICCIC +ZC0HN S 

©0OACO’ (©EOTOKE Pof|0£l TCTS PoOlAlOOlS 

Zcoi) v Kai ©EcoScopav, Zoe and Theodora), 
732 

+©Kg ROH© +0/AOKIA S MIXAHA RC 
(Eudocia and Michael VII), 784 

+©K€ ROH© +MIXAHA (S) MAPIA (Mi¬ 
chael VII and Maria of Alania), 807-10 

+©K€ ROH© RC0IHAN' ACCnOT (Ro¬ 
manus III), 718 

+©K€ ROH© -HUMAN S 6VAKRIM, often 
blundered (©eotoke Poi‘| 9 ei 'Pcopavco 
Kal EOSoKia, Romanus IV), 791-2 

+©K6 ROH© TU CU ABAU +NIKH4) 
A€C TU ROTAN(IAT) (0 eot 6 ke pof|9ei 



TW CO SoOXtp NlKT)(pOptO Bcotiotij TW 
BoTOVEidrri, Nicephorus III), 830-1 
+SK5 ROH0€I KMNCTANTINO) A€C- 
nOTH TO) AUK A (Seotoke pofjfei Kcovo- 
TOVTtvcp 6£<TTrOTr| tm AoOxa, Constan¬ 
tine X), 771-3 

+5K5 R0H6€I MIXAHA ACCflOTH TO) 
AUKA (Michael VII), 813 
+5KS ROH06I MIXAHA OP0OAOIIO) 
AGCnOTH (Geotokc poi’iBei Mixaf|X 
6p0o56£tp Dscrrronj, Michael VI), 758 
+0KC ROH0CI 06OAO)PA ACCnOINH 
TH nOP4>VPOr€NNITO) (©EOTOKf poi)- 

081 0eo6cbp<j StcnroivT) Tfj TTopipupoysv- 
in)-re>. Theodora, daughter of Constan¬ 
tine VIII), 753 

VICTOR ASVA, 270 

VICTOR AV5H, 269, 271-2 

VICTORIA, 270, 280 

VICTORIA AV5H, 241-2, 251, 264, 280 

VICTORIA AVS4S, 246, 248 


VICTRIA, 270 
VICTRVS, 270 

+Vn€PAriA 66OT0K6 R' ('Y-rrepcryic. 
©eot6ke poi'|98t), 183, 541 

X (XEpocovos, Cherson), 91, 469 
X C (error for 1C XC), 680 
X N, beside M, 306-7, 331^1, 345-6 
XX AA, beside M, vertically, 257-8 
XXX NNN, beside M, vertically, 106, 
259-63, 303-5, 307, 308, 357-8, 377-80, 
396-9, 433-4, 448-9 
X0X N0N, beside M, vertically, 446 
XPISrOF' ez consr AHW b' (Xpurro- 
ipipos et Kcovorairrivos avyouo-roi j)acn- 
Xsls, Christopher and Constantine VII), 
544 

XPISTOFOP bAS PORI' (Christopher), 
561; see also +PISTO ... 

+Z61H AVTOVCT(H) (Zoe, daughter of 
Constantine VIII), 729, 730 


INDEX V 

Marks of Value, Monograms, Letters, etc. 

(a) Marks of Value 

Q, 107, 295, 305 
I, 107, 254, 259 

K, 107, 254, 257-8, 260, 263, 295, 304-8 
XXX, 89, 107, 278 

M, 68, 107,233,235, 236, 253-7, 259-62, 267-8, 295, 303-7, 331-4, 344-6, 347, 350, 
357-8, 364, 372, 377-80, 388-9, 393, 396-9, 403-4, 408-9, 421, 433-4, 446, 448-9, 
460, 468-9 



MARKS OF VALVE, MONOGRAMS, LETTERS, 


• (Cons 


A, (Leo III), 267, 271 

K, K surmounted by cr 
tine V), 89, 322 
A, AK (Leo V, Leo V and Constantine), 
374, 380, 385-6 

M (Michael II, doubling as mark of value), 
388, 389, 398-9, 403-5 
© (Theophilus, on folles of Michael II), 
388, 389, 398-9, 403-5 
MB (Michael III, with Basil?) 191, 469-70 
fl, HA (Basil I), 191, 486, 504-6 
K, K T (ii (Constantine, son of Basil I), 191, 
486, 504-5 

A, A€ (Leo VI). 191, 511, 521-2 
AA (Leo VI and Alexander), 191, 522 
A (Alexander), 191, 511, 522, 525 


(b) Imperial Initials and Monograms, 
mged in Chronological Order of Emperors 

XP (Christopher, son of Roman 


ruv^s,, (Romanus II), 191, 540, 

571, 575, 577 

I'f’ fH |* (Nicephorus II), 191, 580, 
585-6, 588 

“ N ’ ^ (Joh “ 1,1 191> 596-8 
(Basil II), 191, 601, 632-3 
p 8 (Romanus IV), 788, 796-7 
9 . ® (Nicephorus III), 823, 831-2 


*, (ConstantineVII), 191,539,540, 


^ g (Nicephorus Bryennius), 833-8 
A (for despotes), 788, 795 

(for despotes), 191, 539, 572 
(for despotou), 191, 588 

manus I), 191, 537, 539, 556-7, 570, (( 


570, 573 

■O' 

571-3 


t (for despotou), 191, 598, 601, 632-3 


(c) Letters and Symbols, other than Imperial Monograms 
Letters and symbols in the field or after inscriptions are much less numerous and 
important in the eighth and subsequent centuries than they had been in the seventh. 
For 1C XC, &/, Nl KA (and variants), and for names or words partly spelled out in 
the field (e.g., CCAV, ANNO XX), see Index IV. 


#, on Roman At, 322 


(1) In field l. 


(2) In field r. 

A on Ravennate AT (date), 93, 298, 323 R on Roman N, 87, 88, 297, 319, 321 

A surmounted by cross (date), on Raven- B, on Italian N, 281-2; on Ravennate fi 

nate AT, 298, 323 (date), 298, 324; on Roman N, 88. 297, 

L, on Italian N, 282 319 

N, on Italian N, 281 T, on Roman AT, 88, 297, 319, 321 
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A, on Roman AJ, 88, 297, 319, 321 
Z, on N of Aistulf (date), 93 

H, on N of Aistulf (date), 93 

e, on Ravennate A', 239, 279; on Sicilian 
AJ, 309 

I, on Sicilian A', 84, 265-7 

K, on Neapolitan N, 271; on Italian N, 

280; on Sicilian N, 380-1; on Sicilian 
JE, 374, 385 

(3) In field, 

A and #, on Italian IE, 280-1 
B and A, on folles (= pamAsts?), 178, 
331-2 

K and +, on Sicilian JE, 374 
L and *, on Roman AT, 88, 272 
R and I, on Roman AJ, 87, 88, 297, 320, 

321, 327, 335 

R and (0, on Roman AJ, 87, 88, 273, 275, 

297, 318 

5 and T, on Neapolitan JE, 85 

and +, on Roman A', 88, 275, 277 
T and *, on Roman A', 88, 272 

6 and *, on Roman AJ, 88, 273, 276 

I and A, on Roman M, 88, 297, 319, 321; 

on Neapolitan (?) AJ, 315 
I and B, on Roman AJ, 88, 285, 289 
I and A. on Ravennate AJ (date), 93, 298, 

323 

I and €, on Roman N, 88, 297, 320, 321; 

on Ravennate A! (date), 93, 298, 323 
* and * on Roman AJ, 88, 297, 320, 321 


A on Neapolitan AJ, 271; on Sicilian JE, 
374, 385; on Sicilian AJ, 380-1 
P, on Sicilian solidi, 264 
C, on Sicilian AJ, 84, 265-6 
+, on Cherson JE, 486 
pellet, 304 

*, on Neapolitan A', 269-70 
* on Roman AJ, 88, 273, 275, 276; on 
Italian AJ, 324 


I and on Roman AJ, 88, 275, 277 

C and I, on Sicilian AJ, 84, 374; on 
Sicilian JE, 384-5 

* and R, on Roman AJ, 87, 88, 274, 276, 
317-18 

* and A, on Roman AJ, 88, 274,276 

* and B, on Roman AJ, 88, 274, 276 

* and T, on Roman AJ, 88, 274, 276 

* and A, on Roman AJ, 88, 272, 274, 276 

* and on Roman AJ, 88, 274, 276 
and Z, on Roman AJ, 88, 274, 277 

* and H, on Roman AJ, 88, 274, 277 

% and 0, on Roman AJ, 88, 275, 277 

* and I, on Roman AJ, 88, 275, 277 

* and *, on Roman AJ, 88, 273, 275, 276, 
278, 285, 288-9; on Neapolitan (?) AJ, 
315-16 

* and *. on Italian AJ, 88, 324 


(4) After Inscriptions 

This list includes the officina and control marks on eighth-and ninth-century coins, 
whose occurrence is much less regular than had been the case in earlier centuries. It does 
not include the terminal letters of blundered inscriptions, which are unlikely to have been 
functional in character, or abbreviation marks (usually ' or 5 ). 


A or A, 241, 243, 245, 286, 287, 300, 429, 
461-2 

B, 241, 243; B, 301, 395; b, 243; b, 287 
T, 243 


A, 245,246, 251; AC, 242 
€, 241, 246, 251, 355-6, 366, 375, 394, 
395, 424, 427-8, 449, 450 
S. 241, 246, 248 




i, MONOGRAMS, 


Z, 243, 244, 246; ZC, 242 

H, 241-2, 243, 246 

6, 242, 244, 246, 286, 287, 299 (0C), 
300-1, 328, 341-2, 356, 426-7, 429 
©, 349, 355 

I, 242, 243, 246 
A, 376, 425, 426 
n, 272 


C, 242, 299, 450 
(t>, 301 

X, 349, 355, 356, 366, 375, 376, 394. 425, 
426, 449 
*, 264, 272 n. 

269, 272 n. 

M, 299; preceding inscription, 245 


(5) Elsewher 


A, officina letter beneath mark of value, 
80, 254-63, 303-7, 316, 331-2, 344-6, 
350, 357-8. 377-8 

B, similar, 80, 255, 256, 260, 262, 263, 304 
T, similar, 80, 254, 256 


©, beneath M, 80, 388, 389, 398-9, 403-5, 
421, 433-4, 448-9, 468-9 
A. in exergue, 314 

*, on labarum, 134; on shield, 190, 254 


(d) Decorative or Privy Marks 

New categories of symbols came into use in the tenth and eleventh centuries, to some 
extent replacing the old varieties of letters and symbols that had disappeared. Some may 
have been purely decorative, others were almost certainly functional. The following indices 
cover the main categories, apart from the varying designs of the labarum (X, X, etc.), 
which are set out in tabular form, under reigns, on pp. 136-7. 

(1) Above and Beneath Inscriptions across Field 
The signs above the inscriptions often consist of, or include, one or two marks of 
abbreviation, but since the distinction between the slightly pear-shaped ornamental 
marks and the bar-like abbreviation marks is not always clear, no distinction is made 
here between them. 




Nothing above, — v — beneath, 631 

— above,-beneath, 753, 773 

— above, • • • beneath, 773, 793 

— above,-beneath, 793, 813 

— and • • above, — • — beneath, 794 

— and-above, — X — beneath, 794 

-above and beneath, 630, 811, 840 

— • — above,-beneath, 816 

-above, — • - beneath, 758, 771-2 

-above,-beneath, 747 

• — • above, — • — beneath, 773 

— + — above and beneath, 590, 598, 629 
—I— above, — • — beneath, 810-11, 

816, 829 


— + - above,-beneath, 763, 815, 817 

— v — above and beneath, 590, 598, 
627-9, 630 

—— above and beneath, 537, 556-7, 
585-6, 590, 596-7, 629, 630 

— ••• - above and beneath, 629, 630 

— O — above and beneath, 611, 632 

— * — above and beneath, 629 

— • * • — above and beneath, 629 
• above and beneath, 629 

-«v i- above and beneath, 631 
v — v above, v v beneath, 747 






(b) On < 

Nothing above, pellet beneath, 645,651-2, 
658 

Nothing above, + beneath, 484, 498 
Nothing above, * beneath, 484, 488-520 
Pellet above, nothing beneath, 645, 652 
Pellet above, pellet beneath, 645, 646, 
652, 661 

Cross above and beneath, 645, 646, 663-4 
—I— above and beneath, 645, 674, 690 

— + - above, - w - beneath, 685-9 

— -ir — above, — w — beneath, 687 

— above and beneath, 645, 652 
-above and beneath, 645, 653 

— • — above and beneath, 645, 653 

— V - above and beneath, 645, 653, 673, 
675 

—- above and beneath, 645, 661 
above and beneath, 645, 653 

• v ■ above and beneath, 645, 662 

• • above and beneath, 645, 662 

— * — above and beneath, 645, 646, 655, 
658, 664 

— O — above and beneath, 645, 647, 658, 
665, 668-9, 675 

— O above and beneath, 645, 662 

— 0 — above and beneath, 645, 646, 656 
—0 — above and beneath, 645, 658-9 


;opper coins 

— A — above and beneath, 645, 646, 656, 
669 

— • A • - above and beneath, 645, 646,656 

— R - above and beneath, 645, 657 

— T - above and beneath, 645, 646, 665 

— h — above and beneath, 645, 657 

— A - above and beneath, 645, 646, 656 

— ■ A • — above and beneath, 645, 657 

— P - above and beneath, 645, 657 
— C — above and beneath, 645, 670 

— V - above and beneath, 645, 658 

— — above and beneath, 645, 663 

— vi — above and beneath, 645, 673-4 

• 4 • above and beneath, 645, 663 

— 4> — above and beneath, 645, 647, 664, 

— >X< — above and beneath, 645, 665 

— <t> — above and beneath, 645, 670 

• <t> • above and beneath, 645, 646, 664 
■Ht (?) above and beneath, 645, 646, 653 

above and beneath, 645, 654 

— (W) — above and beneath, 645, 650 
□ above and beneath, 645, 671-2 

<=«=> above and beneath, 645, 650, 656, 
659-60, 664, 670 

above, beneath, 645, 661, 
665-8, 674, 675 


(2) In Arms 


Christ's Nimbus-Cross 


This does not include simple pellets whose number (one, two, or three) seem to have 
usually depended on the space available. It does include the few signs which occur in or 
on the nimbus, but not in the cross arms. 


0 616 
a 615 

617; with pellet in each quarter of 
cross, 617 
v 664, 674 
617 

618, 664-7, 700-1 (no nimbus), 805-6; 
with pellet in each upper quarter, 
680-1 


667-8, 724-6, 804-6; X in upper 

& 618, 619-20, 623 
* 675 
+ 663-4 
« 669-70 
X 670 

D 671-2; with pellet in each upper 
quarter, 676-80 



cover and has otherwise no meaning. The others are given in the following list. 

Si 796-7, 806, 817-18, 819-20, 824 31 670 

Eight pellets in two rows 463-4 55 777-8, 794, 804-5, 818-19, 820 

X 671-2, 676-80, 685-90, 694-9, 702-4, 3S 662, 668-9, 670 


715-18, 738-40, 750-3, 762, 767-8, + 663-4 

774-6, 783-4, 794, 816, 825-9, 831-2; H or £9 648-661, 681^1, 742, 744-5, 763, 

in dotted border, 661, 667 and all coins with Pantocrator bust, 

0 487-9, 524-5, 542-48 for which see Index III, s.v. Christ, bust 

B 513-14, 549, 551-2, 576-7, 661-2 of (Class VIII) 

0 761, 762; in dotted border. 668 
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JOHN I 

Constantinople (N, .41) 



BASIL II (1) 
Constantinople (A) 



BASIL II (2) 


Constantinople (A') 





BASIL II (5) 

Constantinople (/R) 







ANONYMOUS FOLLES. CLASS A (3) 


Class A2 





























THEODORA 














NICEPHORUS III (1) 






